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he history of Kaiapoi is a study of one 

of the most interesting and varied 

towns in New Zealand. Dominated earlier 

by l\laori settlement and a demanding rural 

hinterland the community later became an 

industrial town with a focus on both urban 

and rural development. Like no other town 

of its type in New Zealand, Kaiapoi became 

well known globally for what it produced 

while at the same time its people strived to 

e cablish a significant identity as a orch 

Canterbury town. Throughout its history 

Kaiapoi has searched for its identity. This is 

the story of that search. 
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Foreword 

The object of this publication is the recording ofche history showing the develop­
ment of Kaiapoi town and its surrounds. 

Prior to reorganisation of local authorities, in 1989, the then Kaiapoi Borough 
Council was very conscious of the important and colourful history which had 
helped shape Kaiapoi over the years. The Council felt it would not be forgiven if 
it did not have the history recorded whilst there were still members of the early 
generations about willing and ab le to pass on their experiences and also those of 
their ancestors. These include stories of the Kaiapoi Mill, the Freezing works, the 
use of Kaiapoi as a major shipping pore, and many others . 

Todays amenities which are so taken for granted by many have been developed 
by the effort and far sightedness of the enthusiasts of the past. 

We can record with gratitude the efforts of man y Mayors, Chairmen, Council­
lors and residents who gave much time and thought to the development of the area 
which started with limited resources, difficult now to imagine, in these more 
affluent times. 

I extend to the citizens of the future my sincere wishes chat the example set by 
those of the past will inspire chem to act with the same confidence and skill chat was 
shown by the earlier generations. 

The author of this book, Pauline Wood, has spent man y hours researching, 
interviewing and sifting through information. 

On behalf of the Council, and those who will read this book to gee from it both 
pleasure and information, I thank her for a ll her diligence, perseverance and ability. 

HG McAllister B.E.M.J.P. 
LAST MAYOR OF KAIAPOI 
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Chapter One: 

MAORI HEGEMONY AND COLONIAL BEGINNINGS. 

K
aiapoi had no specific beginning. It has existed in one form or another for 

man y centuries. The focus of this book is on the lase one hundred and fifty 

years of Pakeha secclemenc. However, Maori hiscory prior co chat time 

cannot be ignored. To do otherwise would be co begin cowards the end of the scary. 

The Maori context and the Sou eh Island seccing are an indispensable framework 

within which co locate the present cown. 

Orthodox research has always acknowledged chat there have been four waves 

ofoccupacion in the South Island; three ofchese were Maori and one Pakeha. The 

genetic links between the people of chose occupation waves are in evidence in 

many of the present day community. 

However, in the nineteen twenties, a kaumatua ofche Kai Tahu tribe, Teone Taare 

Tikao, indicated in his talks with the hiscorian Herries Beaccie, chat there were five 

tribes which successively inhabited the South Island. Cl ) 

Tikao named the first of the tribes, Hawea. Hawea arrived in the canoe 

Kapakitua under the direction of Tai-ehu. Tikao described these people as very 

swarthy with chick mops of dark hair and with a language different co Maori. He 

speculated chat they may have come from Africa. 

The second tribe co claim the South Island as home, according co Tikao, 

was the Waicaha. Uruao, the Vlaicaha canoe, made landfa ll in the north of the 

island. Under the guidance of their leader Rakihautu the Waicaha made their 

way sou eh down the west coast of the island and north again on the ease coast. 

Tc muse have been an epic journey as on the way Rakaihaucu dug our the southern 

lakes with his magic digging stick, Tuhiraki. Eventua ll y the Waitaha reached 

the present day site of Akaroa. This sire became a Waicaha stronghold . The 

area was a veritable food basket and the people were content co seccle there. 

Rakaihautu planted his digging stick on the opposite side of the harbour co 

Akaroa. The planting turned Tuhiraki inco a hill which is currently known as 
Mc Bossu. 

( I) T old bi T conc T aa re Tikao ro I lerrie, Bea nie, Til:ao Tnlh, rP 57-58 
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In Tikao's recollection the third tribe to journey to the South l s land was 
Te Rap uwa i. This tribe had its orig in in I lawa iki but in the words ofTikao, they 
were not rn uch good. They could fight on the land but were appa re ntl y much be tte r 
at fighting on the water. Consequent ly the name, Tc Rap uwai, roughl y translated, 
means beating on the water. The inference that can be taken from Tikao is that, 
although this tribe did not displace the \\'aitaha entirely, in a small loca li zed areas 
it was able to achie\ c pararnountcy. · 

The fourth and fifth tribes referred to in Tikao's recollections were the Kati 
i\lamoc and the Kai Tahu. Both of the,c tribes came from the east coast of the 
l'-iorth Island and both \\·ere in search of land and food resources. 

\\'airaha , Kati \l amoe, and Kai Tahu can be accounted for in both the archco­
logical and \I hakapapa records. The other tribes referred to bv Tikao are an 
intriguing extension of ou r present knowledge of settl ement in th·e So uth Island. 

The South Is land was attractive co the Kati l\lamoe as an area where there 
was relativel y littl e competit ion for the food resources. Whil st \\la ita ha co uld 
claim the whole of the South Island by , ·irruc of exp loration, they had con­
fined their rcrmanent settlement to the rclativelv small Banks Peninsula area. 
The Kati l\lamoc hcke into the island seems co have been a slow and gradua l 
process during \I hich Kati l\lamoe intermarried with the \\'airaha. There appears 
to ha,·c been no conquest by force. This is borne out by the ll"hakapapa of 
the present da) people who carry both the names of their \\'aitaha ancestors and 
their Kati \l amoc ancestors. There were probabl y times when the Kati lamoe 
had to imrose their will upon the \\'airaha with more unpleasant methods 
than intermarriage. Even with direct hostilities the strong tradition of bringing 
abo ut peace between warring parties by an arranged marriage meant that even 
under these condit ions there was an inc,-irnblc ge netic mix which bound people 
rogethcr. 

The 11orld that the Kati Iamoe came into provided seasona l changes in food 
and, through the knowledge gained from the \\'aitaha, provided also the means bv 
which to g,1thcr and hum for it. Theda) to da) li\cs of the people of Kati i\l amo~ 
were a continual struggle ro find enough food to sustain them through the winter 
months. The methods of presen·ation of birds and fish ll"ere essentia l too ls to 
sur\'i\'al. This wa~ coupled with the knowledge of the best time for the food harvest 
to ensure that food ll"as able to be regenerated for the next season. 

The last t\1 o waves in the orthodox vic11 of South Is land occupation took place 
during the past two ro three centuries. The third wave (Tikao's fifth wave) ca me 
aga in from the cast coast of th e No rth Island and aga in, like the Kat i l\l amoc, the 
Kai Tahu were attracted so uth by the va ri ed food so urces. It has been sa id that some 
of the Kai Tahu were li ving in the H aita itai area of the southern coast of the orth 
Island when a gift of food was sent from the Kati l\lamoe people of the north e rn 
South Island. It ll"as this gift of food that prOI ed robe the incentive that the Kai 
Tahu needed to take them across Ruakawa (Cook Strait) to hunt in the \\'airau area 
for ducks. awrally enough this brought them into conflict with the Kati l\lamoe 
already in pos ession of the land and its resources. Two or three generations of 
fierce fighting then occurred between the tll"0 peoples fo r the land and the riches 
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it ge nerated (Zl . As with the \Vaita ha and th e Kati I\Iamoe, th e re was a tradition of 
inte rmarriage co ensure peace between the warrin g parti es . Once again there was 
a gene ti c mingling that has bee n prese rved in the names of the prese nt day people. 

The Kai Tahu had a tradition of cultivat ion , especially of th e kumara. They 
fou nd , however, that the co lder ternperawres and th e less reli ab le ra infall in the 
South Island meant that th e cu ltivati on of the kumara was limited co th e north 
eastern quarter of the island. Banks Pcn in ula pro\·ed co be the southern most 
region where the plant could be gro 11 n with any regularity. In o rder to su rv i\ e, the 
Kai Tahu had to learn how co gather and hunt the food resources of the island. That 
knowledge was acqu ired from the Kati l\larnoe. 

One of the most influentia l ch iefs at the time of Kai Tahu 's dril'c so uth was 
Tuahuriri. This notab le man had two wives, Kak ukiao and llinctawa i, T aneciki 
was Kakukiao's son an d Harnua, Turakaurahi, and l\Joki were the sons of! J inctawa i. 

Two of Tuahuriri 's sons we re invol ved in the first fi ghting in the Wairau. One 
of them, l\loki , who proved to be a very successful genera l, went further south and 
began the conques t of Banks Peninsul a. I le th e n went on co conq ue r parts of 
Wes tl and. Accordin g co Tikao, l\l ok i transgressed some cusroms and paid fo r this 
mistake with his life. H e was buried on Tapuaenuku, a mountain near Kaiko ura, 
so that he cou ld look north co his home area of the east coast of the o rth Island. 

\\'hen l\loki's father and his brothers learned of his death they decided to come 
south. On the journey across the stra it Tuahuriri and 1-famua 11 erc drowned. 
Turakautahi survived th e crossing and then became involved in fighting at a pa 
ca lled Pariwh akarau where he was wounded. He was then taken co a sma ll village 
ca lled Tc Koh aka a Kaika iawaru where it was thought that he would die. There the 
injured man made a pac t with himse lf that ifhe recove red he would not fight again. 
After hi s recupera tion , Turakautahi decid ed co remod e l Te Koh aka a Kaika iawaru 
in to a g rea t pa. H e named the pa Kaiapo i. rn 

Turakaurahi has been ca ll ed a g reat strategist. Conseq uent ly, at a first g lance, 
hi s choice of Kaiapoi as his paramount pa seemed rather odd . I lowcvcr this was nor 
the case. Th e pa was located on a whale shaped promentary on the northern east 
coast of the island. To its north and cast, was the lagoon of the Rakihuri (As hley) 
Ri\·er and to its west a swamp. Beyond the swamp was a g reat forest II hich stre tched 
between the present day \\'oodcnd and Rangiora. Pakeha observers recorded 
sightings of totara (b lack pine), kaihikitea (w hite pine) and kowhai in this forest. 
(-1\ These timbers were idea l for bui Id ing palisades and houses. The so il of this area 
was a sa ndy mi xture th at was ideal for the culti vat ion of the kumara. The swa mp 
provided a readil y accessible food so urce offi sh and birds and, most importantl y, 
made the site impregnabl e. 

Turakautahi estab li shed an empire ce ntred on th a t sire ch at laste d for 
about two hundred years until it was sacked by Te Raupara ha in the early part of 
the nineteen th century. 

(2) Pit.1m 1.1. R1k . .HH.J PJor:1 Tau 
(.>) l"old IJ\ I cone Taarc Tikao co I Jerrie, Hearne. '/ih,o 7rtli-s, pp122-23. 
(4) C. .O.Torlc,,c ro J.ThomJ~ on chc, aricr, of cimbcr ... . Z9.9. 1849. 
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Turakaucahi's empire was based on the need for the food resources of the island 

to be ''swung" (Kaiapoi - to swing food) to the pa for distribution among the people. 

There were a number of small kaika surrounding Kaiapoi. These were established 

so that eels, whitebait and other fish species, various duck species, weka and 

pukcko could be gathered. One of the kaika was situated on the junction of the 

Korotuaheke (Cam) River and the North Branch of the \Vaimakariri River and was 

commonly known as Ruataniwha. Further up the Korotuaheke near the site of the 

present day woollen mill buildings was another kaika called Te Rakiwhakaputa. 

These kaika appeared to be occupied throughouc the year although, no doubt, 
there were times when the whanau in these villages were needed at Kaiapoi. 

Separate whanau were given different food gathering, hunting or cultivating 
casks that were carried out in the appropriate seasons. They brought the fruits of 

their labour to the pa to be distributed among the other whanau. Over the gener­

ations these whanau developed skills in a particular area of food gathering that has 

remained with them to the present clay. For example, the fishing whanau of the 

souchern part of the island ( lurihiku) have had many generations of experience in 

both inshore and deep sea fishinggrouncls. They are able, with the confidence born 
of this experience, to harvest the catch in the most appropriate manner to ensure 
the survival of the different fish species. 

Kaiapoi was not only the pantry of the Kai Tahu empire but it was also the tribe's 
university, spiritual centre and the seat of government. All of the important 

decisions concerning Kai Tahu were made at Kaiapoi and so long as the leaders 

were concerned with the greater good of the tribe the system worked well. 

However within the empire itself existed the seeds of its own destruction. Any 

society depending on face to face encounters and the man a of its leaders to enforce 

its will has the potential for the system to break clown. In the case of Kai Tahu the 
breakdown began in the early years of the nineteenth century. 

The leader at Kaiapoi during this time was Te l\Jaiharanui. It has been strongly 
hinted that he was not equal to his leadership casks. Although the people seemed 

to be in awe of him, he did not appear to have their roca l respect. The sense of awe 

is portrayed in the srories of the destruction of food stores if his shadow happened 

to fall on them. The lack of deference could be said ro have initiated the Kai H uaka 

feud which by the time of its conclusion had so weakened the tribe, that it was an 

easy target for the Ngati Toa invaders from the north under Te Rauparaha. 

The Kai Huaka feud began when l\Iurihaka, the wife of Potahi, wore Te 

l\laiharanui's cloak which he had left at their kaika, \Vaikakahi. This was a most 

terrible insult to Te Maiharanui. It had to be avenged. I\! urihaka must have known, 

when she put on the cloak, that she was committing a dreadful deed. Yet she could 

not have realised what the appalling consequences of her act were to be. To avenge 

the insult, the men of the village killed a woman servant. This murder ignalled the 

beginning of a number of killings which very quickly involved all of the Banks 
Peninsula Kai Tahu. 

Te Maiharanui was in Kaikoura during this episode. On his return he decided 

to attack the Taumutu people. He defeated them but during the action a number 

of Kaiapoi women in the Taumutu Pa were killed and eaten . Instead of sropping 
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the feud, Te Maiharanui's actions escalated the conflict ro the extent that eventu­

a ll y all of the hapu on the island were involved. lt is difficult to say exactly how long 

this feud lasted but some sources have indicated that it was sustained for as long 

as fifteen years and at a cost of a large number of lives.(5) John Boultbec recorded 

that the feud was still raging in the mid 1820's. Boultbee, an English adventurer, 

spent from 1825 to 1828 in the l\[urihiku region of the island. He recorded in his 

journal people going to war at "Acalore" (Akaroa) and reporting on their return that 

they had killed 70 men. (6) Boultbee also reported the end of the Kai [-luaka feud. 

In 1828, he wrote that a number of warriors were concerned that the chief of 

"Cabooti" (Kapiti), "Rowbulla" (Te Rauparaha) was becoming a worry. (7) 

They had every right robe worried. Te Rau para ha 's first expedition south gave 

him a victory at Omihi but a defeat at Kaiapoi. Te Rauparaha had hoped, on the 

false proclamation of friendship, to get his warriors into Kaiapoi. Kai Tahu learnt 

of this treachery from one of their spies and laid a trap for the Ngati Toa. As the last 

of the Ngati Toa warriors sroopecl to come through the gateway into the pa, he was 
hit on the head and killed. In the next few moments four other Ngati Toa were 

killed. Te Rauparaha withdrew and returned to Kapiti to plan his revenge. 
After two years Te Rauparaha's plan was ready to be put into action. He had 

persuaded Capra in Stewart to cake his ship the "Elizober/J" ro Akaroa to pretend to 

trade with the Kai Tahu. Once the Kai Tahu were on board, the gati Toa, who 

were hidden below, came up and captured them. The capture included Te 

Maiharanui, his wife, Te \Vhe and their daughter, Te Roimaca. During the voyage 

north Te Maiharanui killed Tc Roimaca, to spare her the indignities of capture. On 
their arrival at Kapiti the Ngati Toa warriors handed over Te Maiharanui to the 

widows of those killed at Kaiapoi for a tortured and slow death. 

The way was now clear for Te Rau para ha to return south and complete the rout 
of Kai Tahu. He laid siege to the great pa. To make the task of breaking into the 

pa easier, Te Rauparaha instructed his men to pile bundles of brushwood up 

against the palisades with the intention of burning them down. As quickly as the 

Ngati Toa put the brushwood up the Kai Tahu rook it down. After several months 

of this activity Kai Tahu grew impatient and during an easterly wind set fire to the 

brush themselves in order to chase the Ngati Toa away. However they forgot the 
fickleness of their own environment. The wind changed to the north-west, blowing 

the fire back onto the pa, allowing the gati Toa warriors an easy passage to the 

heart of the Kai Tahu empire. With an overwhelming advantage in musket 

numbers the Ngati Toa were able to kill or capture most of those in the pa. Those 

who escaped went ro the peninsula pursued by Te Rauparaha. The great pa was 

abandoned. The bodies of those who were killed were left unburied. 

On the peninsula, the sacking of the newly errected pa at Onawe indicated 

to the gati Toa that they had at last eliminated the Kai Tahu nuisance. However, 

the southern Kai Tahu under Taiaroa, the Ocakou chief, cleciclecl that the 

honour of Kai Tahu was more important than any lin gering animosities 

(5) Pitama, Rik, and Paora Tau. 
(6) ed. Starke J une,Th, Jo11mr,I of 10h11 8011/1!,,,,, Jo11nwl of fl Rr1111hl, r. p. 28 

(7) ibid. p. Ii. & p. 65, footnote. 
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left over from the Kai I-luaka feud. The Otakou warriors made their way north 
and with the advantage of muskets were able to defeat Te Rauparaha at 
C loudy Bay where he had been engaged in a duck hunting expedit ion. 
The caprnred Kai Tahu were permitted to return home. They brought with 
them a Ngati Toa child whose presence was to ensure peace between the two 
tribes. 

The Kai Huaka feud and the Te Rauparaha raids decimated Kai Tahu and at 
that most vu lnerable time in their history the beginnings of the fourth wave of 
occupation of the Sollth Island began. 

Since the first sighting of James Cook 's expedition by Kai Tahu on the 
Kaikoura coast in February 1770 and again in Doubtful Sound in 1773, the 
people of the South Island had been aware of a fair skinned race wh ich sai led 
in strange craft. Tikao recounts that the South Islanders ca ll ed Cook and 
his crew, korakorako. This word can be translated as albino. Tikao also told of 
the amazement of the loca l people when the y saw smoke coming from 
Cook's head; he was smoking a pipe. This indicated to them that he was a demon. 
If, after water had been thrown at him, Cook's head was sti ll smoking 
that wou ld have proved that he was a demon. Luckily, for the probably 
startled Cook, the water put his pipe ollt and the people accepted that he 
was human. (Sl 

The last decade of the eighteenth century saw increased contact between the 
two races. Generally this took place on the southern coast of the island and was of 
a transistory nature. The Pakeha were attracted to the area by the abundance offur 
seals on the coast. The sea lers were left on the shore fo r limited periods by their 
ships to catch as many seals as they were ab le. This contact was a troubled one. The 
Kai Tahu perceived that the sea lers were stea ling their properry and the penalty 
for that was death. The sea lers, on the other hand , regarded the seals as wi ld and 
therefore not belonging to anyone. 

Occasionally some of the sealers were abandoned by their ships. They had to 
learn to adapt to Kai Tahu society in order to survive. From these rather unpromising 
beginnings the fourth genetic mix began. 

In the northern region the Pakeha were attracted by flax. This commodity 
was traded by Pakeha from bases in the North Island and from Sydney in New 
South Wales. At the same time as the flax traders were showing some interest in 
the potential of the South Island the whalers were beginning to estab li sh sho re 
stations in the areas where the whales came close to land during their annual 
migrations to and from their breeding and feeding grounds. The need for 
these shore stat ions to be sustained throughout the year encouraged Kai Tahu, 
who had a tradition of cu lti vation , to turn to the new Pakeha crops . The sa le of such 
crops as potatoes and wheat ensured that Kai Tahu estab li shed a mercantile 
relationship with the wha lers and flax traders. The price for this new way of life 
for Kai Tahu was further decimation through deaths caused by Pakeha diseases. 

(8) Told bv Tcone T aa rc Tikao to I lcrri es Bea ttie , Tih,o Ttt/1-s, pplS.J-55 
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The Kai Tahu had no nawral immunity against such incursions into their environ­
ment. 

Josep h Price, an Engli sh sailor, has been credited with recording the first 
meeting between the Kaiapoi Kai Tahu and the Pakeha. Price arr ived in the a rea 
on the baque "Vittorio" commanded by Capta in So utham. 

The "lfittorio", which was owned by Sydney rope maker Jacob Myer, departed 
from that port on 5 May 1829 loaded with ten cases of muskets, ten cases 
of gunpowd er, tobacco, g in , and brandy to trade for fl ax from Ngat i Toa on 
Kapiti Island . The record of the "Vittorio 's" voyage from Kapiti to Purau Bay in Port 
Cooper, as Lyttelton Harbour was then known, is vague. It is known that 
the vesse l ca ll ed into Port Underwood, then a whaling station, and there, Price 
boarded her. 

Price had been whaling in both the Kapiti and Port Underwood areas for some 
time but on the arr ival of the "Vittorio" he decided to take up flax trading. Perhaps 
life at a shore whaling station did not suit his personal icy and he had been missing 
the challenge of real sa ilin g. In hi s reminiscences, which were recorded in 1892, 
Price gave two accounts of his travel to Kaiapoi. The most frustrating aspect of the 
chronicle is that he does not give any definite dates for his journey. 

Most commentators have assumed that Price saw and stayed in the great pa 
at Kaiapoi bllt he recorded littl e of the physical appearance of area. It would 
seem logica l, if Price had seen the two and a half hectare site with its impressive 
buildings, gates and palisades, that even after sixty years, he would have 
remembered some of the particulars of the pa and have noted them in his 
rem In 1scences. 

In hi s first version Price states that the trading master of the ship went overl and 
from Port Cooper to Kaiapoi whil e the crew took the baque, under the pilotage 
of a Maori, to Kaiapoi. Apparently they lost their way and had difficulty finding 
the entrance to the Waimakariri River. Eventua ll y they found Kaiapoi and stayed 
there for two nights. Price remembered that they were treated most hospitab ly 
and were given fish and potatoes as well as a bed companion for each of them. 
Unfo rwnate ly for Price his companion was an eighty year o ld and not therefore 
the most desirable inamorata. The crew traded muskets, powder, blankets, 
tobacco and a little rum for pigs and flax. The pigs and flax were sent overl and 
to Rapa ki and then onto Purau. This ra ises the question of what happened 
to the "Vittoria" after she had found the Waimakariri River. It would have been 
less of a task if the flax, at the very least, had been loaded on her while she was 
in the ri ver. 

In the second version Price recorded that he made the overland journey to 
Kaiapoi a lo ng the Rapaki track and that Captain Southam took the baque up the 
coast. As the Capta in was unable to find th e Waimakariri River mouth he returned 
to Purau to wait for th e pigs and the flax which had been traded for gu ns. 

It is possible that the crew of the "Vittorio" stayed at one of the small kaika on 
the banks of the Waimakariri rather than at Kaiapoi. There does not seem to be any 
particular Kai Tahu memory of the encounter and that again is a small clue 
indicating that perhaps Price did not stay at the great pa. It also appea rs odd that 
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th e "\!ittoria" in both ve rsions of th e journey appeared co lose he r way. It is 

parti cul arl y st ra nge in the first ve rsion, in th at she was unde r th e pilotage of a M ao ri . 

It is hardl y like ly th at a Kai Ta hu man wo uld not have kn own whe re th e 

Waimakariri Ri ve r mouth was situated . The pilo t, however, co uld have been 

exerc ising cauti on, g ive n th e recent expe ri e nce of th e "Elizabet!, " unde r Capta in 

Stewart. 
The "Vittoria" was in P ort U nd e rwood in th e ea rl y days of Au gust 183 1. As 

it was onl y a journey of three or fo ur days in th e mos t fo ul of wea th e r co P ort Coope r 

th e n th e ship must have been in th e Waimakariri a rea in mid August. This means 

that th e crew must have been in th e area e ithe r in th e pe ri od prior to th e sacking 

of Kaiapo i o r in its immedi ate afte rmath . In e ithe r case it seems strange th at, even 

w ith th e time lapse between see ing th e area and the reco rdin g of hi s expe r­

ie nces, Price d id not notice th e upheava l chat mu st have been going on in the 

region. (9) 

T heencounte rdoes indi cate th at th e re was a willingness among those Kai T ahu 

th at th e crew of th e "Vittoria" dea lt with , co trade with and be hos pi ta ble co 

st ra nge rs. The commodities th at th e Kai T ahu trad ed di splayed a kn owledge of the 

curre nt va lu es of the goods th at they so ught, if ve rsion one of Price's journey can 

be re lied upon. 
This parti cul ar e ncounte r was no t an isolated one amongst the Kai T ahu. In 

th e ir re lati vely long contac t w ith th e Pakeh a, many Kai Ta hu had come co 

unde rstand and speak E ngli sh. l\Ian y of the leade rs we re also lite rate in Engli sh. 

Whe n th e Kai Tahu leade rship signed th e Treaty of Waitangi th e majority we re 

able to sign in th e ir own hand. As they we re bilingual, they were acute ly aware th at 

th e Treaty guara nteed th e m possess ion of th e ir land and treasures and th at they 

would , as of ri ght, e nj oy th e protecti on of th e Crown as Briti sh c iti ze ns. 

T hro ughout th e 18-W's Kai T ahu prospe re d as fa rm e rs and trade rs. They we re 

agri cultural and pas coral fa rm e rs and th e ir tradin g ex plo its le d th e m as far away as 

Sydney in th e ir own vesse ls. T he Trea ty appea re d co have give n che m sovere ignty 

in th e ir own land . 
In th e yea rs immedi ate ly fo ll owin g th e signing of th e Treaty, G overn or Fitzroy 

set up th e Abori g inal Protecto ra te to give e ffec t co th e prov ision of the Treaty 

particul arl y with res pect to the purchase of land from th e va ri ous tribes. In 1846 

George Grey was appointe d G ove rn or. H e decide d co abo li sh th e Protectorate and 

re place it w ith Commiss ione rs who were co purchase land as qui ckly as poss ible for 

th e re to be suffi cie nt land avail able for th e arriving Pake ha. It is in thi s period that 

th e g rea t diffe re nces in che cultural appreciati on of th e land led co an inevitable 

clas h. 
T he M aori , and in parti cul ar Kai T ahu , rega rd ed th e land as a sacred tru st. It 

was th e land th at provided th e peo ple with suste nance and without the land 

and its naturall y occurrin g reso urces Kai T ahu would litera ll y starve. Although 

many of the Kai Tahu had begun co use Pake ha me th ods of culti vati on, there 

were vas t un culti vated, but not uncl aimed a reas, in the South Island. The 

(9) Price, Joseph Re1111111sce11res 1838- /841. cd T . Quea ly, 1892 
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"Te .lil:ri's ll '/u111'. Kair,poi" - penc il by Charles l laubroe. 1855. 

"Sm1t' 111 r!,e l\ 'aimaforiri" - water colour by James E. Fitzgerald ( 1818- 1896), 26 c'ovember I 85 I• 

- courtesy· Canterbury \luseum. 
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Pakeha regarded these uncultivated and largely unseeded areas as waste land 

and saw chem as a legitimate targets for purchase. In 1846 the British government 

instructed Grey co declare as Crown land, all land not actually occupied. 

The missionaries, especially Bishop Selwyn, seemed co understand the l\laori 

attitude cowards the land. They protested vigorously, citing the Treaty 

of \Vaitangi as the basis for land transactions between the tribes and the 

Crown. Conseq uen rly, Grey was persuaded char in order co acquire the land, he had 

co pursue a rapid policy of purchase rather than to annex ic to che Crown for sale to 

the Pakeha. 
Grey began his South Island negociarions in 1848 when he paid a visit co Akaroa. 

He discussed the purchase of the whole area between Nelson and Otago with 

some of the Kai Tahu chiefs who were then at Akaroa. The chiefs agreed , after 

a long and sometimes heated debate, co sell the area for rwo thousand pounds 

provided char there were sufficient reserves sec aside for Kai Tahu's needs 

both present and future. The chiefs also stipulated char the government was 

co provide schools, hospitals and general care for Kai Tahu. On the surface this 

verbal agreement seemed co be fair co both parries. I lowever it was revealed lacer 

char the chiefs had been under duress when they made the agreement. Kai Tahu 

had been cold by Grey char he intended co purchase the land from gari Toa ifrhey 

refused to sell. gari Toa, according co Grey had a right to the land through Te 

Rauparaha 's conq uesc. Kai Tahu were in the invidious position of having to sell the 

land in order to receive monetary and other recompense. If they had refused co sell, 

Kai Tahu would have nor only been landless, they would also have been 

completely penniless. 
The clay to clay administration of the southern pare of ew Zealand was in the 

hands of a Liemenant-Governor based in Wellington . After Grey had made his 

verbal agreement with Kai Tahu the derails of converting chat inro a written 

agreement were supposedly left co the Lieurenanc-Governor, E.]. Eyre. In turn, 

Eyre appointed Henry Tace Kemp as the Commissioner. Eyre gave Kemp a sec of 

instructions. The most important of these, from a Kai Tahu view point, was the 

instruction co visit all che kaika co obtain che agreement of every land owner before 

the purchase could be completed. Kemp was supplied with a properly drawn up 

Deed of Sale from the Law Office and an accurately drawn map. He was to mark 

precisely the surveyed reserves on the map after he had consulted with che Kai 

Tahu in each area. He did nor carry our these instructions . 

On his arri,·al at Akaroa, Kemp found char the Kai Tuahuriri of the Kaiapoi 

district were refusing to sell. Rather than confront them Kemp decided to remain 

in Akaroa and negotiate with the people there. After three days he maintained chat 

he had completed the deal. The reason for Kemp's failure to carry our the Eyre 

instruction lies in his direction from Grey to purchase the land as quickly as 

possible. Thus Kemp avoided any protraction of the ncgotiations by staying in 

Akaroa and talking only to chose who were willing to sell the land. 

Apart from this, however, Kemp made a number of fundamental mistakes. 

Firsrly the Deed of Sale was made our to the New Zealand Company and nor to the 

Crown. Secondly, he did nor accurately define the boundaries of the land he had 
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purchased. This gave rise co cxcremc confusion between the sellers and the 

purchasers. Kemp wa sure that he had negotiated the purchase of the island from 

the east coast co the west coast whereas the Kai Tahu main rained that they had only 

sold the land from the east coast co the first mountain range. 

The first manifestation of this confusion arose when the New Zealand Com­

pany surveyors began their work. Kai Tahu expected chat their kaika and their 

mahika kai would be reserved co chem during this survey. When it became 

apparent this was not the case, a Kai Tahu delegation visited Wellingcon co sort the 

matter out with Lieutenant-Governor Eyre. The interpreter at the meeting was 

Walter l\lantell who, like Kemp, was one ofGrey's men. When Eyre appeared co 

agree with the Kai Tahu request chat the land between the Waimakariri and the 

Kowai Rivers remain in their hands, l\lanrcll's reaction was one of such outrage chat 

Eyre abandoned the meeting. lanrell had been instructed by Grey co stick co the 

ten acre per head reserve and this he did despite the obviou and sustained protest 

from the Kai Tuahuriri of Kaiapoi. 
In August 1848 when l\l anrell and fellow surveyor, Alfred Wills, were working 

at Tuahiwi on the survey of the reserve, their hut was set on fire. Although this did 

not deter them from their cask it was an indication of the extent of the hostility with 

which the Kai Tuahuriri viewed the activities of Mancell and Wills. 

Under difficult and confusing circumscances, therefore, the land around Kai 

Tahu's power base at Kaiapoi passed out of Kai Tahu stewardship inco the control 

of the ew Zealand Company. After its purchase from that company by the 

Canterbury Association this land became part of the Canterbury Block. 

That purchase signalled the absolute end co Kai Tahu hegemony in the Somh 

Island. The fourth wave of occupation was about co begin in earnest and it would 

change not only the power structure but al o the very landscape upon which the 

preceeding peoples had depended upon for their existence. 
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Chapter Two: 

PAKEHA EXPLORATION, SURVEYING A D FIRST 

SETTLEMENT. 

T 
he fourth wave of occupation was almost imperceptible at first. The 

Pakeha were regarded initially by Kai Tahu as curiousitics. When it 

_became apparent that the Pakeha had both a different knowledge and an 

~lternat1ve technology that would advance the Takata Whenua in its food gather-

1~g, commerce, and warfare, they were welcomed. The Kai Tahu were particularly 

keen co learn the new ways. It was perceived by Kai Tahu that they could live in 

harmony with the fair sk111ned strangers who bought strange but useful ideas with 

them. 
For the_ir par~ the ear.I~ Pake ha explorers were more interested in the landscape 

than the mhab1tants. 1 hey were seeking a pleasant and green land which 

would
1 

provide all their needs for a new settlement. The magnificent sweep 

and ~ onderful nature of rt!1e plains won 1mmed1ate and unanimous approval 

from the_ first explorers. I he surveyors sent by the New Zealand Company 

t.? 111vest1gate the suitability of the area for the Nelson settlement, Captain 

E. Daniell and Mr G.Ouppa, documented in their August 1841 report that 

the plains were of unsurpassing beauty. (1) I lowevcr, at this point in the 

dcvel~pmenr of the area'. beauty was not enough. For its own reasons, the 

ew Zealand Company hierarchy decided on the northern South Island for the 

Nelson settlement. 
Nevertheless the cw Zealand Company did not dismiss the Port Cooper 

region ~I together. It sent another surveyor co the area in 1844 to consider the district 

as the site for the proposed ewEdinburgh settlement. The surveyor, Frederick 

Tuckett, undcrcook a more derailed study of the region than Daniell and Ouppa 

had don~. He exp_lore~ thor?~ugh~y the Banks Peninsula area and went north as far 

as the VI a1makann River. l he 1mmens1ty of the plains impressed Tuckett al­

though he had so_me ~eser_vacions about the fertility of the soils. His observations 

noted the detcnorat1on 111 grass growth the further we t he travelled. This 

1nformat1on led Tuckett co recommend that the minimum land subdivision area 

( I) cd lli gh, , James & C. R. Srnubcl, A llistof)• of C1111terb1111•Yol I 10 !85-1, p. 7 
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should be a square mile. orwirhstanding Tuckctt's enthusiasm, once again the 

New Zealand Company rejected the Port Cooper locality. 

However, while the ew Zealand Company was nor persuaded by its surveyors 

to proceed with either the Nelson or the New Edinburgh ventures in Port Cooper, 

a few private individuals were willing to take a risk and settle in the area. Some of 

these individuals bore names chat were to become synonymous with the early 

development of Canterbury. 
The first Pakeha settlers on the plains arrived in April 1840. There were 

seven adults and one child in the parry and they came under the auspices of 

a Sydney firm, Abercrombie and Company. The leader of the group was 

James Herior. Their cask was to establish a farm and this they set about doing in 

the vicinity of the present day I laglcy Park. 1-Ierior decided nor to stay and so 

the venture was left in the hands of l\lalcolm l\lcKinnon. He managed to plant 

and harvest corn. [ lo\\'ever three events coincided with each other to put an 

en d to the endeavour. Firstly the corn was eaten by rats; secondly a ship 

comi ng from Sydney with supplies and men was lost and thirdly l\lcKinnon felt 

chat the l\laori owners of the land were becoming hostile to the enterprise. 

Thus in !\larch 18-+l he abandoned the effort and he and his family went to 

Akaroa. <Zl 

Eighteen months lacer William Deans made an exploratory journey from 

Wellington to Foveaux Strait in search of suitable farmland. He was captivated by 

the appearance of the plains. After his return to Wellington he decided that the 

plains near the base of the hills chat framed Port Cooper would be ideal for his 

farming venture. 
D ea ns began his pioneering enterprise in February 1843 when he arrived at the 

area he called Riccarton . He was accompanied by the Gebbie and !\Janson families. 

Deans was joined in July by hi brother John, who had gone to New South Wales 

to procure the necessary stock and seeds for their farm. John Deans brought with 

him fifty four ca ttle, forty three sheep and two mares as well as wheat, oar, lucerne 

and potato seed. By 18-tS the Deans party had built three houses, bridged the Avon 

in two places , built sheds and stock yards and established an apple and plum 

orchard along with a vegetable garden . For the first three years they squatted on the 

land but in 18-t6 the Deans bothers negotiated an annual lease with the local 

Otautahi Kai Tahu. 
In the same yea r chat the Deans party arrived, three other farming pioneers 

se rried in the Port Cooper area. Ebenezer Hays and his family in conjunction with 

Francis Sinclair began their farming ventures at Pigeon Bay in April. James, Joseph 

and Edward Greenwood arrived in December. The Greenwood brothers farmed 

firstly at Purau Bay and from 1847 ran a station at lotunau. The lease of their Purau 

Bay property was sold to 'NB.Rhodes. 

In spite of these advances, the area was generally regarded as too remote by 

most other Pakeha settlers in ew Zealand. It was not until 1848 that there was any 

serious interest in the region. 

(2) Reed, A. I I. TheS101y.ofC1111terl1111y. ppSS-56. 
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18-t8 was to be a momentous in the development of the area. In chat year the 

Association for the Founding of Canterbury was formed. In its first pL;blishe d 

papers on the colonizing of the land it named as Canterbury, the Association 

proclaimed that it was going to transplant a slice of English society to the new 

country. It felt char many of the recent colonies had had unnecessary struggles to 

survive because the colonists were from one social class. The papers expressed the 

view of the Association that the time to sec up a new colony was opportune because 

of the turmoil in Europe. Life in the new colony was described as idyllic. Each new 

chi ld born there would be a blessing rather than the burden a child was in the old 

country. There would be no din of war, no tumult of revolution, no clamour of 

pauperism and no struggle of classes to wear out the bod y and soul as in crowded 

Thomas Coss - co11rtl'sy C11111erb111y ,l/11se11111 

and feverish Europe. In the new 

country the colonist would nor 
be losing a country but would 

be gaining a new one of hi s 
own. (3> 

Under the auspices of the 

Canterbury Association the sur­
veyor, Captain Joseph Thomas, 

was sent to ew Zealand. His 
task was to select the best area 

he could for the Canterbury 
Settlement. Thomas arrived in 

Wellington in November 18-t8. 

Soon after his arrival, Thomas 

wrote to the Association indi­
cating chat he intended to ex­

plore the land west of Banks 
Peninsula, the \Vaiarapara, the 
l\l anawaw and Ahuriri. First on 
his list was the area of land west 
of Pore Cooper. [ [e was so im­

pressed by the region char he 

did not seriously consider the 
other districts. 

Thomas arrived in Pore 

Cooper with three others on 15 
December 1848. The three, 

William Fox, the cw Zealand 
Company's chief agent, 

Thomas Cass and Charles 

Torlesse, both surveyors, were 

old New Zealand hands well 
qualified to advise Thomas on 

(3) ed. I light, James & C. R. Scaubel. t1 Histo,y 0JC11111e,-b111y. l'ol ! 10 185./, p.150 
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his choice of a sectlemenc area for the Canterbury Association. le was decided chat 

a thorough exploration of the proposed area was needed. 

The party made a number of separate journeys. The first one cook chem 

north from Deans's farm to what became known as Double Corner. On the return 

journey they went as far as the southern bank of the Rakihuri River, which 

was renamed the Ashley River, and then made their way west co the bush at 

what was to become Oxford. From there, the party made its way co the Waimakariri 

gorge, returning co the coast down the middle of what they named the Wilberforce 

Plain, the area between the Ashley and Waimakariri Rivers. The party then 

split up. Thomas explored the peninsula, visiting Port Levy, Pigeon Bay and 

Akaroa while Torlesse explored the land co the west on the southern side of 

the Waimakariri. He went as far as the newly named lalvern Hill , turning south 

co the Rakaia Gorge and north again co the Deans's farm via the Selwyn River, 

as it then became known. 
Captain Joseph Thomas departed the district in Febru ary 1849 leav ing Cass in 

charge of the party. In an incredibly concentrated work period the surveyors had, 

by this rime, decided on the shape of the settlement. There were co be four rowns. 

The first of these was Christchurch co be sired at the head of Port Cooper. The 

second was Lytcelron, co be sited on the Kai Tahu vi llage of Rapaki on the western 

side of the harbour. The third rown, called Stratford, was co be sired on the Avon 

river and the fourth rown, landeville, was co be sired on the large island bounded 

by the orth and South branches of the Waimakariri (Courtney) River. Kaiapoi 

Island, as it became known, appeared co be suitab le for farming. As well as chose 

towns, Thomas also planned four other cowns, Lincoln, Oxford, Gou lburn and 

Buccleugh. 
Two of the initial suggestions for sites had co be changed. An analysis of the 

expense involved in reclaiming the mudflats at the head of the harbour precluded 

the siring of Christchurch ac chat location. Christchurch was relocated on the 

planned sire of Stratford. The sire of Lyccelron was sh ifted a few miles further east 

co Cavendish Bay co accommodate the Kai Tahu insistence that Rapaki remain 

reserved co them. 
The task of urveying the orth Canterbury area was a ll ocated co C.O.Torlesse 

and ].C.Boys. Charles Obin Torlesse was Colonel William Wakefield's nephew. 

He had been brought up in the inflexible atmosphere of a councry parsonage which 

seemed to reinforce his personal qualities of perseverance a nd intract­

ability. Torlesse had come co New Zealand in the early 1840's co do his sur­

veying cadetship in Nelson under another uncle, Arthur Wakefield. It was 

there that he met John Cowell Boys. Boys, who had come co New Zealand in 

1841, was also doing his survey ing cadership. Torlesse and Boys stayed in the 

elson area until the so called Wairau massacre which resulted in the death of 

Arthur Wakefield. They then returned co England co comp lete their professional 

qua! i ficarions. 
In 1849 Torlesse and Boys reamed up aga in co carry our the triangulation of 

North Canterbury. Acting under Thomas's instructions, Torlesse and Boys requi­

sitioned the Super intendent of Public Works for a surveyo rs' house co be built at 
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l\landeville. (4) Torlesse and two 
of his men, Dimond and 
Wagstaff, went to the Kaiapoi 
area co look for a s ire for the 
house. While he was doing this 
Torlesse found a peat bed on 
the south side of the Waimak­
ariri riverabourseven miles from 
the mouth. (5) The find excited 
those in authority for the 
presence of pear was often an 
indication of reserves of coa l and 
was particularly important for 
the Canterbury region as it 
lacked any substa nti a l fuel re­
serves . 

At this rime Torlesse's base 
was a new house owned by "Pe­
ter". "Peter" or Pita Te H ori 
was the Upoko Runaka of Kai 
Tuahiriri. Nearby another Kai 
Tuahiriri man, Tainui, had set 
up a business ferrying the 
Pakeha across the Waimakariri 
River. Torlesse referred co this 
service as a paddle, as it was by 
canoe. The serv ice was quire 
efficienc for the transportation 
of people across the river but it 

was unable to cope with the carriage of materials. Conseq uent ly, in Septembe r 

1849, Torlcsse requested spec ifications fora punt co be built co cross the Waimakariri. 

At that rime Alfred White and John Hays (the son of the Pigeon Bay pioneers) were 

cutting timber in the area but had no way of conveying it across the ri ver. (6) The 

request forrhe punt cou ld have been Torlesse's way of persuading White and H ays 

co build the surveyors' house. However, they were reluctant co cake on the job of 

constructing the house. It is not clear whether White and Hays built che punt but, 

by some means or other, they were evencually coaxed into building the house. 

The hou se wa built on the North Branch of the Waimakariri. The 

surv iving sketch plan shows a rectangular building, chircy feet by twe nty 

feet containing a sicting room and an office facing norch and a kitchen 

and bedroom facing south. (7) le was built of kahikatea sec on blocks of 

(4) ).Thomas w C.O.Torlcssc, 28.9.1849. 
(5) C.O.Torlcssc to J.Thoma,, 13.9.1849. 
(6) C.O.Torlcsse ro J.Thomos, 29.9.1849. 
(7) J. Thomas ro the Superintendent of Public \\'arks, 20.9.1849. 
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kowhai. (Sl The house, which had a floor and a ceiling, was the first substantial 
Pakeha building in North Canterbury. 

The harassment char Mantell and Wills were subjected ro in 1848 was 
also encountered by Torlesse durin g his surveying work in rhe region. 
For Torlesse, however, there was an important difference, ar lease in his view. 
He stressed that those who were protesting against his work were nor the 
Kaiapoi l'Vlaor i. In a lette r ro Thomas, Torlesse recorded char he had been raid 

byTakiori, a North Island Maori, 
and Turaka, from a village 
near Lake Forsyth, char none 
of the land north of the Ashley 
River had been sold and 
char parts of the iviandeville 
Plain werealsodispmed. Takiori 
and Turaka claimed chat 
they had nor received any 
money from the sale of the 
land. According ro Torlesse, 
these two were responsible 
for cutting down the trigono­
metri ca l station on the bank 
of rhe Courtney (vVaimakariri) 
River. This action was taken ro 
avenge the moving of a Maori 
pole in the Papanui Bush so 
char a trigonometrical station 
could be built on char spot. (9) 

In his repl y Thomas assured 
Torlesse char rh is was "mere 
talk ." However he must 
have been more concerned 
than he admitted because 
he wrote ro J. Watson , the Resi­
dent Magistrate ar Akaroa, urg­
ing him to send a Government 
officer so chat the offenders could 

Pila Te Hori - co,mesy Ca11terb111J' ,l/11se11m be bro ugh r ro justice as soon as 

possible. Thomas expressed the 
opinion that the troublemakers were probably being instigated by ill-disposed 
persons, Europeans or Natives, and in his experience these incidents, however 
trifling they appeared ar first, nea rly always escalated. (10) At this point the 
harassment stopped and Torlesse, unhindered, ca rried on with the survey. 

(8) C.O.Torlcssc to J.Thomas, 29.9. I 8.J9. 
(9) C.O.Torlcssc to J.Thomas, (lccter 1075 Canterbury Associacion 18.J9) 
( I 0) J.Thomas to J. Watson, 29. J 0. I 8.J9. 
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Boys had gone ro Riccarron (Deans's Farm) in early 1850 to work on the master 
map for Canterbury, leaving Torlesse ro complete the field work in North 
Canterbury. The money set aside by the Canterbury Association for the survey ran 
out in March 1850 necessitating Thomas to call a halt to the work. Torlesse, 
demonstrating his intractable nature, was determined to carry on. He proceeded 
with his survey work in the Oxford district so char the map for North Canterbury 
could be completed . 

A month after Thomas had called a halt to the preparation work for the 
settlement, the Canterbury Association 's chief agent, John Robert Godley arrived 
at the fledgling port of Lyttelton. Godley was impressed by the progress made and 
by the number of people settled in the area. Ar the rime of his arrival he recorded 
chat there were twenty five houses in Lyccelton . This number more than doubled 
in the next six months to sixty houses. The rapid growth was as a resulrof the influx 
of tradesmen and labourers engaged by the Association to prepare the settlement 
for the first colonises. 

In the same period northern Canterbury was beginning ro be settled by the 
new immigrants as well. Captain W.M.Mirchell and Mr E.Dashwood, the 
first Pakeha to use the overland route from Nelson, arrived in the Mount Grey 
area in lay 1850. Mitchell was so impressed by the pastoral potential of the Mount 
Grey Downs char he placed some sheep and cattle there in the charge of a 
Stockman. This pioneering venture joined char of the Greenwood brothers at 
Morunau and paved the way for pastoralism in North Canterbury. By ovember 
1850 rwo other pioneer pastoralists, R.Waitt and C.I-Iunter-Brown, had settled in 
the vicinity of Mitchell's squat. 

In the meantime Godley and his family had gone to Wellington to wait for 
the Canterbury Association to complete irs terms of purchase of the Canterbury 
Block from the New Zealand Company. News of the completion of the negotia­
tions reached Godley in November 1850. The family immediately sec sail for 
Lyrrelton. 

Soon after their return ro L yrrelton the Godley family made a tour of North 
Canterbury. Godley's wife, Charlotte, in one of her man y letters to her family in 
England, described her journey to the banks of the Waimakariri where the family 
camped for the night. She wrote that they saw nothing bur unvaried plain, with 
surveyors' poles for landmarks. The plain was covered with different kinds of grass 
which reminded Charlotte of hay. She found it very tiring to walk through . 

Archeir camp sire the family made beds of flax and roi-toi in its tents. It was with 
amazement that Charlotte observed that the flax and the grass around their rents 
was so rail that it reminded her of being in a shrubbery. During the evening a 
number of Kai Tahu crossed the river and spent the night in comfortable convivi­
ality with the Godley party around their fire. ( I 1) 

From their camp the Godleys would have been able to observe the southern 
side of Kaiapoi Island. The island had been formed when the Waimakariri 
River had split into two main channels which came to be known as the North and 

( 11) Godley, C harlocre, LerJers From Eorl)' "'"'' Ze1J/1111d !85tJ-!85J pp J.J2-J-l4 
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South Branches, respectively, of the Waimakariri. In common with the rest of the 
plains the island had a mixture of vegetation. On the higher ground cowards the 
middle of the island were tall grasses and on the lower more swampy area especially 

on the northern and southern 
sides were raupo (fla,'<.) plants. 
The island itself was pear shaped 
with the narrow end lying co the 
north -east. It was in this vicin­
ity that the North Branch was 
joined by the Korocuaheke 
River. The enlarged North 
Branch then flowed in a south­
erly direction co meet the South 
Branch and roll out co sea. 

The soil at the north 
eastern end of the island was 
mainly sand and the Godleys 
would have observed less 
luxurious vegetation growth 
there. The island may have had 
some trees on it but because of 
the frequent flooding these were 
likely co have been single speci­
mens growing on the more el­
eva ced pares of the island. 
On its northern side, Kaiapoi 
Island was framed by an exten­
sive bush. Rising above the is­
land and the bush was the domi­
nant presence of l\laukatere, 

Chorlorre Godley - co,,nesy C111,rerb11ry ,l/11se11111 known by the Pake ha as l\tlou n t 
Grey. 

The Godleys returned co Lyttelcon on 13 December. Three days lacer, in the 
·morning of 16 December the "Charlotte Jane " arrived, bringing the pioneering 
colonises of the Canterbury Association. This was the first of the ships and was 
followed by the second ship, the "Randolplr", which arrived in the afternoon. The 
next morning bought the third ship, the "Sir George Seymour". The "Cressy", the 
fourth ship, came inco the harbour on 27 December. Suddenly there was an influx 
of people inthe settlement, all of whom wanted co gee on with the task of building 
a new life. It had been planned that the colonises would have co wait for three 
months before selecting their blocks of land . They were in coo much of a hurry for 
this co be a practical consideration. Consequently, at a meeting held on 30 
December Godley was persuaded co permit the new arrivals co select their cown 
sections in Lyttelcon. However, he was not prepared co allow the colonists co select 
their rural blocks. The meeting was also notable in that approval for the siring of 
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the main cown, Christchurch, on the planned site of the cown Stratford was granted. 
After this meeting the construction of the most important building in Christchurch, 
the Land Office, was started. 

In the first six months most of the colonists were content co take up their 
cown sections in either Lyttelcon or Christchurch and their rural sections in 
the immediate environs of those cowns. However an important event in the 
development of Kaiapoi occurred in that one of the colonises went straight co the 
Kaiapoi area. 

Thomas Haynes Harrison was the son of a clergyman who arrived in Canter­
bury on the "Ro11dolplr ". He selected for himself Rural Section 134 which repre­
sented land between the Korotuaheke River and the bush of the l\laori reserved 
land co the north. Harrison 's first hut was the second Pake ha building in the 
area. It was built near two sacred places for the Kai Tahu. The first place was 
the burial area,Te-Kai-a-Te- Atua, just co the north and the second, co the 
north west, was Waituere. His name is preserved in the place known as Harrison's 
corner. 

Harrison tried growing crops in his first yea r. Unfortunately the season was 
cold and wet and the crops failed. In the following season Harrison turned co 
grazing cattle and for the next twenty years he made his living from cattle and 
the sale of timber. 

Harrison was known among the other Pakeha settlers as "Maori Harrison" as he 
appeared co have a more in common with his Kai Tahu neighbours in his solitary, 
quiet life. He did not adopt the busy life that characterised the farming operation 
of the Deans family and for that reason he may have been regarded as "Maori" in 
his lifestyle by the Pakeha in the neighbourhood. 

By the winter of 1851 other settlers were beginning co move inco North 
Canterbury. Torlesse had resigned from his surveying job and had begun a farming 
venture in an area he named Fernside on the north western side of the Rangiora 
bush. At approximately the same time some developments cook place which would 
lead co the establishment of a ferry co cross the Waimakariri River. Lionel William 
Fitch wrote co the officer in charge of the Land Office, W.G. Brittan, co request a 
license co establish a ferry. In his application Fitch said that he would open an inn 
as well as building large scock yards . His application wa based on the fact, 
proclaimed by himself, but self-evident, that there had been a rapid increase in the 
population of the area. < 12) 

It is not known what became of Fitch but it is possible that Alexander Baxter 
cook up his plans. Baxter had built a hut on the North Branch of the Waimakariri 
River near the survey house in the winter of 1851. On 30 August Baxcer signed an 
agreement with Godley co lease half an acre of the river bank on either side of 
the orth Branch for a period of three years. An annual rent of one shilling 
was fixed. Baxter was bound by the agreement co provide approaches co the 
ferry and co build a punt co carry stack as well as providing a dingy co take 
foot passengers across the river, within two months. The coils co be paid ranged 

(12) L.W.Ficch co IV.G.Bricran. 6.6. 1851. 
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from one shi lling and sixpence for a pack or sadd le horse to six pence for a man on 
foot. ( 13) 

Baxter's ferry house, which was really just a wattle and daub hue with a thatched 
roof, became a defacto inn as it was an easy stopping off place on the journey south 
to Christchurch as well as to the stations in North Canterbury. Henry Sewell was 
lacer to comp lain, in his journal, of the exorbitant price chat he and his party were 
charged at the ferry for bread, cheese and butter served wich palatable bm milky 
river water adulterated wich a little rum. Nevertheless, in his view the sustenance 
was welcome, in che Kaiapoi wilderness of February 1853. (14) 

By September 1851 two ocher settlers had joined Baxter in the Kaiapoi 
region. The first was William Philip Welch, (known as Philip) the third son of 
Thomas Welch, vicar of Palcishall, England. Welch had studied law but had 
decided at the end of his time chat he did not want ~o spend his life "turn ing black 
into white ." His father had app li ed for a fifty acre section in the new co lony, which 
Welch , on his arriva l, selected on che bank of che Korotuaheke River near 
Harrison 's section. The land was heavy and wee with some bush on it. Welch had 
arrived in che "Bangalore" on 31 August 1851 with two schoo l friends, Ross and 
Fred Hildebrand, the sons of his former teacher. 

About three weeks later the friends had arrived at the No rth Branch of the 
Waimakariri. Welch recorded that first day in their new home in his diary. The 
entry bears the date, 22 September, and is indicative of the exertions experienced 
by Welch and his companions. The on ly way the cutter, carrying their supp li es 
could be manoeuvred up the Korotuaheke River to the section was to pull it along 
with a rope. This was slow and back-breaking work. Welch and the Hildebrand 
brothers unloaded their eh i ngs, set up a tent, made a fire and cooked something to 
eat. By this time it was nine o'clock, and they fell into their beds, unerly exhausted 
by their day's work. 

In the first weeks Welch emp loyed Torlesse to survey the boundaries of his 
seccion . The cask was completed in October by which rime Welch was ab le to put 
his first cattle on the land. The cattle were supp li ed by Torlesse. The next few 
months were filled with hard work, in clearing che ground, purchasing more cattle 
and planting potatoes. 

There was also some heartbreak. During this time Ross Hildebrand contracted 
a badly infected finger which meant a visit to Lynelton for treatment. If that was 
not bad enough che weather did not make things easy for these pioneer farmers. 
Welch recorded in his diary that throughout the time they were li ving in a rent, it 
was cold, wee and stormy. 

The construction of the house was started with the laying of piles on 
8 December and finished in February 1852. Just after the house was 
started \Vetch had health problems. He developed boils which he had to endure 
as there was no medical help availab le. This affliction cou ld have been caused 
by his restricted diet. The Pakeha did not learn to li ve off the land as the Kai Tahu 

( 13) A.Baxrcr ro J.R.Godley. Agree me nt ro run rhc fe rry ar Kaiapoi, 30. 8.1 85 1 
( 14) ed . ~lc lnrrye. \\'.David, Thel oum al of Henry Sro,•dl. l'ol I 1853-57 p. 129. 
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had done. However from time to time Welch did eat what must have been to 
him to be strange food. He reported that he shot a large gu ll which measured 
four feet six inches from rip to tip. I-le a lso shot what he described as a large water 

William Philip IVelch '.r ho11se. The ce11tre portio11 wc,s b11ilt of pit saw11 ti111her i11 1851 -52 - co1111esy Kaiapoi 
1lfttse11111 

hen. It was probably a pukeko. Welch widened his food sources in the first yea r 
by planting wheat and onions as well as further crops of potatoes. He harvested his 
first crop of potatoes in Apri I 1852. In that month he also acquired a bu I lock from 
Mt Grey to help with the cu ltivation. He hired his first employee in TeAika to build 
him a canoe. (15) 

The bush on Welch's land supp lied some income. Timber milled from it 
was sold to Baxter as well as to the settlers in Christchurch. T he timber was 
taken to C hri stchurch on sma ll coastal schooners that came up the Waimakariri 
River. 

Welch made it clear in his diary that pioneer life was hard and the work to 
surv ive unremining. The H ildebrands found the experience difficult. Ross left for 
the more civili zed Port Philip in December 1852 and Fred returned to England in 
January 1853. After the I-Iildebrands left, Welch, like Harrison, led a solitary life 
breaking in more of hi s land and growing crops. He stayed at Kaiapoi until March 
1859 when he returned to England. 

The second Pakeha settl er to come to Kaiapoi in 1851 was a missionary. Henry 
Fletcher arr ived in Canterbury on the "Castle Eden" in February 1851 as one of 

(15) Welch, \\I .Philip, Dir11,• 1851 -1855 

23 



Kaiapoi, ,\ Searrhfor lrle111ity 

che party wich che Bishop designate, Thomas Jackson. It would seem chac Fletcher 
had been employed by Jackson as a schoolmaster and catechise ro che Kai Tahu. 
His mission, however, suffered gravely in the general upheaval chat Jackson caused 
in rhe colony. 

Jackson was a haughty man who got off side wirh che colonists within 
a very short cime of his arrival. Jackson insisted rhar he had complete 
auchoriry in rhe employment of che clergy as well as che schoolmasters . The 
Canterbury Association committee had given him this discretion although ac che 
cime ic had been gra ll(ed, che commiuee had noc known chac Jackson could 
noc handle money. This weakness became apparent ro Godley and he pro­
cesced ro che Canterbury Association against che ap poill(mell( of Jackson. Jackson 
himself was uncomforcable in che colony and departed for England in t-.Iarch, 
after only a few weeks residence. He left Fletcher and his family behind 
ro cope somehow with cheir penniless situation. The new parishes of Lyccelcon, 
Sumner and Christchurch decided co support Fletcher's work. 
Each parish dedicated ics Thanksgiving Day colleccions co che mission. These 
rocalled cwell(y four pounds cwo shillings and nine pence. Bishop Selwyn 
raised a further forty four pounds five shillings forche mission by preaching ac both 
Akaroa and Pigeon Bay. Fletcher was given a grail( of fifteen pounds ro scare chc 
mission. (16) Ac some cime in che first quarter of 1851 he and his wife, Hannah, and 
daughter, Mary-Jane, made their way ro Kaiapoi. Fletcher had a building erecced 
on Maori rese rve land, probably in che village of Ruataniwha, thac served as both 
a church and a school. ln Henry Sewell's journal the building was described as 

"small and surrounded by miserable hovels more fie for 
pigs chan human beings, buc hardly worse than Irish cab­
ins. " (17) 

Fletcher received a stipend of sixcy pounds per year. le was paid in quarterly 
amounts offifceen pounds. For his pare, Fletcher submiued quarterly reports ro che 
Canterbury Association on che accivicies of che school. In his firsc report for the 
quarter ending 31 December 185 I Fletcher recorded chac chere were fourteen 
pupils in che school, including three g irls. The age range of chose pupils was 
between seven and twell(y five years. All of che pupils, according co che report, 
made some improvement. One of chem, Tainui, a cwelve year old boy, was 
described as "very quick". ( 18) 

By che cime of che report for che t-.larch I 853 period , che pupil numbers had 
risen co chircy cwo and che age range had widened from six ro forty seven years. 
In chis report Fletcher explained chac che scholars were caughc reading and 
writing in che Maori language and in rhe working our of any arichmerical 
question they used the English names for the figures. He added that six of 
che pupils were being taught ro read English but that they learnt slowly and 
with difficulty. Our of rhe chircy cwo pupils listed cen were reported as 

(16) Church ofchc i\losc I !oh Trinic), L)ccelcon, Parish Pr1p1n /11.'il 
( 17) ed. i\ lei ncrye, \\' . Das ,d. Thr J o11n,a/ of f/e,11)' Ser,·e/1, vol I. /8.'i.l-.'ii pp. 129-38. 
{18) Ca ncerbu ry Associanon Accounts for Year ending 3 1 lJccern bcr 1851 . 
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knowing nothing at the rime of entrance to the school. The number of girls 
had risen to twelve by this time and out of those, five were listed as knowing 
nothing. (19) 

The last of the reports was dared 30 September 1853 when the numbers had 
slumped to twelve. The school muse have closed shortly after this report as nothing 
more abour iris documented in the official records. (20) 

A Presbyterian minister, Reverend Hogg, undertook a tour of North 
Canterbury in March 1852. Hogg reported that Mr Fletcher had had success 
in raising the mental condition of the Maori at Kaiapoi. The Kai Tuahuriri 
people remembered Fletcher well. When the next Pakeha missionary, the 
Reverend James Stack, came to minister to them, Pita Te Hori said in hi s 
speech of welcome that the first minister they had had been a reach er, l\lr Fletcher. 
Pita Te Hori did not think that it was the fault of Kai Tuahuriri that Fletcher 
had gone. In memorable description he sa id char they had got rhe feathers of 
the bird in their hands but that the bird had flown away. (21) 

The first years of Pakeha exploration, surveying and settlement saw rhe 
North Canterbury region become known to the harbingers of the fourth wave of 
occupation in rhe South Island. A small number of highl y individualistic and se lf 
contained men struggled to make a home for themselves on the northern bank of 
the North Branch between the Korocuaheke River and what was known as th e 
Maori Bush. 

The next phase of settlement in the area was to have a differe nt emphasis. 

( 19) Canterb ury Association Accounts for Quarrcr e nding 31 ~larch 1853 

(20) Canterbury Association Accounts for Quarter endi ng 30 September 1853 

(2 1) ,l!r,cD011nld Dic1io11(11y o/Co111Prb111y Biographies, I lenry Fletcher 
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Chapter Three: 

FROM GLADSTONE TO THE TOWNSHIP OF KAIAPOI. 

§ 
yscematic colonization was a Viccorian response co the seeming chaos in 
Europe and the haphazard way the lands of the new world had been 
colonized. Simultaneously, it was both a conservative and an idealistic 

reaction. The conservatives were responding co the perceived need co retain old 
social orders. The move cowards democratic forms of government in Europe raised 
the spectre of a godless society. The solution for the conservatives was co found a 
new and better society in the frontier lands to preserve all the best attributes of 
English rural life. The idealism was expressed in the belief that such an exercise 
would work in a completely foreign environment. 

The scheme had to have a practical base from which to operate. To Viccorian 
eyes there could be no better practical base than the value of land. Social order 
could be preserved if the value of land was high enough to allovv only a small land 
owning elite. Notwithstanding this view, land ownership was not to be exclusive. 
There had to be a balance between the value of land and the wages of the labouring 
class co enable the more thrifty, eventually, to own land. 

This solution had been generated by the fertile mind of Edward Gibbon 
Wakefield. Wakefield had been influenced by the writings of Jeremy Bentham and 
he had also some direct experience in the colonies. He had travelled to Canada in 
1838 with Lord Durham co help resolve the difficulties arising from the rebellion 
in Lower Canada. Most of Wakefield's theories, however, were formulated in 
response to what he perceived as the failure of colonization in Australia. 

To Wakefield the value of land in Australia was too low. le enabled almost 
everyone who wished to own land , co do so. The result was a scattered and non­
cohesive settlement. The Wakefield solution would ensure a rightly knit socia l 
order that would allow all members to attain their personal ambitions. He resolved 
co apply his theories co the settlement of New Zealand. 

Wakefield was able co persuade a number of influential members of the 
Whig government to form the New Zealand Company to colonize the country 
following the guidelines of systematic colonization. Three settlements, 
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Wellingcon, New Plymomh, and Nelson were founded in the early 18-1-0's by the 
New Zealand Company. Soon after the founding of Nelson, the Whigs lost power 
to the Tories and the activities of the New Zealand Company all but ceased until 
the Whigs regained power in 18-1-6. [n the meantime Wakefield had met John 
Robert Godley whose conservative philosophy had led him to despair forthe future 
of Europe. The outcome of this meeting was the founding of the Canterbury 
Association. 

The Camerbury Association was to espouse the Wakefield theory on the value 
ofland. ltwas also co follow the lead of the elson settlers in fixing the value of land. 
The sa le price had to be high enough to enable the Association to set aside funds 
for the support of the clergy and the founding of an education system. 

Land in Canterbury was to have a varying range of prices. The cost of a half acre 
section in Christchurch was set attwenty four pounds and the price ofa quarter acre 
section in Lyttelcon was established at twelve pounds. Three pounds per acre was 
the fixed price for a rural allotment where the purchaser was required to take up a 
fifty acre block. In addition each purchaser of a rural allotment was entitled to a 
pasturage lease of one hundred acres at twenty shillings per acre. An inducement 
was offered to the settlers in the first four ships. They were permitted to acquire 
pasturage at a specia l rent of sixteen shillings and eight pence per one hundred 

acres, for every acre that they pur­
chased. 

Land sales on the whole were 
slow. The Association struggled 
continually to attain its sale targets. 
Towards the end of 1851 it became 
clear that the Camerbury Associa­
tion was barely viable. The news 
that the Imperial government in­
tended co pass an Act co enable the 
colonists co assume control of their 
own government was greeted with 
relief by the Association. The Act 
would enable the Canterbury Asso­
ciation to shed its responsibilities 
for the settlement and hand over 
control to an elected Provincial 
Government. 

Godley decided co leave Can­
terbury in December 1852. He 
knew that Henry Sewell, the Asso­

He111y Sewell (lged (/bo111 70- courtesy Cr1111e1-b111J' 11/11se11111 ciation 's paid vice-chairman since 
1850, was arriving in the colony in 

February 1~53. Sewel l, trained as a lawyer, was to oversee the winding up of the 
Association s affairs and the orderly hand111g over of power to the new Provincial 
Government. 
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Ar rhe same rime as these events were occurring a parallel movement to 

scrrle Canterbury was gathering momenwm. This movement was led by Sir 

Thomas Tancred. Described as a social reformer, Tancred founded a commmee 

in 1851 to promoce a new settlement in Canterbury. His thoughts on the Canter­

bury settlement were recorded in a letter wrinen to Lord Lyrrelton 111 April 1852. 

His lener was published in the lytte/1011 Times on 4 September 1~52._ Sir Thon~as 

wrote that he was pre pared to come ro the colony now that the in1t1al hardships 

had been overcome. However he was concerned char the Association's plans for rhe 

colony in ecclesias tic and educational matters had nor made much progress. 

Ile asked for an assura nce that rhe se ttlers would have the political privilege of 

loca l government. 
The Tancred comm inee's proposal for the new senlement, ro be named 

Gladstone, had rwo disrincr amiburcs. The first attribute centred on the overall 

socia l makeup of the settlement. Ir was proposed that the Gladsrone settlers 

become acq uainted with each other before they left England. Sir Thomas thought 

rhar rhis degree of knowledge would produce a social cohesiveness nor often found 

in other colonies. ln view of the fact that ir was only physically possible to gather 

a sma ll range of people rogerher, the scheme would , of its nawre: produce a 

narrower, more exclusive soc ial base in Gladsrone than was rhe case Ill the other 

settlement rownships. 
The second attribute of the proposal was ro include a pecuniary advantage for 

rhe Gladstone senlers. It was proposed th at the settlement become a marker 

cen tre. This was to ensure char nor only would the initial land values be high bur 

that they would be maintained, thereby guaranteeing a secure financial fuwre for 

the inhab itants. 
The Tancred committee hoped that the settlement would become an addi­

ti ona l outpost of the Anglican church in what had been, in the words ?f the 

comm inee, "a heathen land. " This sentiment was consistent with the committee's 

view that the senlemem would offer the opportunity for fellow countrymen and 

fellow churchmen the means of fulfilling the bible's injunction "to replenish the 

earth and subd ue it." (I) 

Jn June 1852 Sir Thomas Tancred wrote ro Sewell, on behalf ofrhc Gladstone 

Purchasers' Com mittee, asking him to inform Godley about the scheme. The 

Committee had specific instructions about the siring and size of the rown. Ir was 

to be between 8,000 and 10,000 acres in size and it was robe a sufficient distance 

from Christchurch ro allow ir robe independent of that town . The land was robe 

naw rall y fertile for arable purposes and was to have a substantial wood nearby as 

well as a good supply of water. In addition ro its life-sustaining properties, the water 

had ro be capable of being used as a power source. The sire had ro be clear of 

swamps and timber so that the colonists did nor have the additional burden of 

drainage and felling before the rown could be established. In the neighbourhood 

of the rown there was to be land suitable for pasroral farming. (2) 

(I) Sir Thomas Tancred ro Lord Lyttclton, 24.4. I 852. 

(Z) Sir Thomas Tancred to Sewell, 1.6.1852. 
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Sir Thomas's letter was forwarded to Godley accompanied by a letter from 

Sewell exp laining the views of the members of the Camerbury Association of the 

maner. Sewell informed Godley that, the plan as formulated by Sir Thom as 

Tancred, had been received with a great deal of favour by intending purchasers. 

The Association had been advised by the Deans famil y and Willi am Fox that the 

area in the vicinity of the Harewood Forest (Oxford) would meet the requiremems 

of the Gladstone scheme. Sewell stressed in his letter ro Godley that Sir Thomas 

had been mid that the plan must be conditional and subject ro the discretion ofrhe 

company. Godley was free to do what lay in his power ro carry the plan inro effect. 

Sewell thought that there was a distinct possibility of land sales that he hoped 

would finance the construction of a church and some preliminary improvemems, 

such as a road. Sewell also advised that if the plan was robe put into effect then the 

selection of the site should be done quickly and in secret ro prevem the purchase 

of land by outside interests. (3) 

This letter, although genuinely sincere in rone, raises a question about the 

integrity of the officers of the Canterbury Association. Sewell and Godley both 

knew that the Association was on its last legs and that it co uld nor susta in a new 

senlemenr. The prospecrof more land 

sales in the dying months ofrhe Asso­

ciation quire likely swayed them from 

the honourable course of informing 

the Gladsrone proponents that the plan 

was nor viable. As Godley did nothing 

to advance the plan it was left in limbo 

until the arrival of the intending 

Gladsrone settlers. 
The Gladstone senlers came to 

Canterbury on the same ship as Sewell. 
The ";l/i11erva"sa iled for Lyrrelton in 

October 1852, arri\'ing in February 

1853. Among the settlers were rwo of 

the leading proponents of the scheme, 

the Reverend John Raven and Cap­

tain Francis Fuller. Raven, an Angli­

can clergyman, was born in 1821 and 

educated at Shrewsbury and Caius 

College, Cambridge. He was on the 

Gladstone Purchasers' Committee and 
Sir Tho111r1s Ta11crerl- ro11r1esy CaJ1terb111y A/11se11111 although he was out of town at the 

rime of the writing of the June lener, 

he had taken a full and active part in the promotion of rhe scheme. Fuller was an 

ex-officer of the 59th Regiment and he, roo, was involved with the drawing up of 

the scheme. The other "Gladsrone families" on board the "illi11ervo" were sure 

(3) Sewell to Godley, 15.6.1852. C11111er/J111T 1lssori111io11 rorrespo11tle11re 1111d rlispt11rhes. 185£7-.5./. Chu rd1 I lou,c Archi, i.:,. 
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that they had the right co purchase land in an area set aside by the Canterbury 
Association for the new settlement. 

Once the ship had docked the settlers became aware that a site had not been set 
aside for them. On 4 February 1853 R:iven and Fuller met Sewell at the Land 
Office in Christchurch co sort out the problem of the site. Sewell reported in his 
Journal that they were co determine something about Gladscone. I-le thought that 
the idea fell inco the mythical category, and that it was a mere invention co catch 
purchasers, which was quite a different opinion co the one he held when he wrote 
co Godley in June. The idea, according co Sewell, had been pooh-poohed and 
nothing had been done co make it a reality. 

After asking the advice of man y people, Sewell, Raven and Fuller were 
informed that the best site for rhe cownship would be cowards the mouth of the 
Waimakariri Ri ver. The land in that vicinity was church reserve land. It had been 
set aside in March 1852 when Godley had accepted Boys's tender co survey several 
blocks of land in the neighbourhood of Kaiapoi for an ecclesiastical and education 
reserve.(4) Sewell was surprised by this revel ation. In his view nothing could have 
easier than co set aside some of it for the cownship of Gladscone. It was decided co 
inspect the sire on 7 February. The news of this decision spread like wildfire and 
many people volunteered co join the expedition. (5> 

The party which gathered at the Land Office on the morning of the day for the 
inspection was an assembly of quite disparate characters. Edward Gibbon Wakefield 
was accompa nied by his friend Frederick Henslow. Raven, Fuller and William 
Smith, another Gladscone settler, were there. Octavius Mathias, an Anglican 
clergyman, Cass, th e chief surveyo r, Henry Cridland, an agent for the church 
reserve land and Sewell completed the company. 

The first three miles of their journey was on a formed road which cook them co 
the Papanui Bush. This was a smal I settlement of a few houses clustered around the 
church. For the next two or three miles there was only the merest hint of a road. 
Afterthe six mile peg a ll signs of the road ceased and the party found itself in open 
country. Sewell described this area as an open common covered with flax, tll-tu , coi­
coi and coa rse grass. There were some swa mpy patches but the general impression 
was one of firm gro und bounded with sandhills which were covered with coarse 
grass. Sewell described the South Branch of the Waimakariri as broad and hand­
some but not navigable. He felt that there was an improvement in the appearance 
of land on the Island. The Mount Grey range became more distinct as did the 
Native Reserve. Sewell was surprised that such an immense area of woodland had 
been set aside for the Natives. As the party was unable co raise the Maori ferryman , 
the group travelled rwo miles further upstream co Baxter's ferry. It was at this 
ju new re Cass pointed out the line ofrhe proposed road and the recommended sire 
of the new cown on the banks of the orth Branch of the Waimakariri. Sewell noted 
with satisfaction that the North Branch was navigable. There were also large 
amounts of driftwood lying about which would serve as firewood. The site 

(➔) Godley rn Boys 17.3. 1852. C hurch I louse Archi ves. 
(5) ed ~le i nryre, \V.Oavid, TheJ011n111/ of He111y Se;,•e/1, \'o/ I 1853-5./, pp. 125-26. 
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impressed him as being extraordinarily suitable for a new settlement. Sewell wrote 
that the sire had many advantages over Christchurch.(6) The inspection over, the 
party returned co Christchurch. 

Raven and Fuller met Sewell and Captain Charles Simeon, the acting Chief­
Agent for the Canterbury Association, on the following day. Simeon was late in 
arriving and missed Fuller's o'L1rbursr ar the beginning of the meeting. Fuller was 
emphatic that the Church Rese rve land at Kaiapoi should be throvvn open 
immediately for purchase by the Gladscone settlers. Sewell was taken by surprise 
by this demand and deflected it by explaining that Simeon would not give up the 
reserve land without an equivalent amount of land being set aside. As soon as 
Simeon arrived, he and Sewell co nferred privately. They decided that the best 
solution was co offer the Gladscone settlers fift y acres of the Church Reserve land 
for their cownship. They hoped that the result of this suggestion would be co 
enhance the value of the remaining Reserve land. After some discussion Raven 
and Fuller seemed co accept this offer. Sewell warned them that he would have co 
check that his powers of arcorney from the Canterbury Association gave him the 
authority co make the offer. 

At this point the meeting broke up. Sewell and Simeon made their way co 

Reverend Jo/111 Raven r /865-70, R. Digl,ron, C!,el1C11/,0111, 

England, p/,otogmpl,er - ro11rtesy Canterb111y 1'l11se111n 

(6) ibid , pp. 127-29. 
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L yttelcon on foot. They were 
joined by Raven and Fuller. At 
Ferrymead the men decided co 
break their journey co have 
some bread and cheese at rhe 
Public House. Just as they be­
gan their refreshments Raven 
exploded with questions. I-le 
had obviously been pondering 
over the discussion at the meet­
ing while they had been walk­
ing along the road. The most 
pressing point for Raven was a 
matter of honour. From his 
questions it seemed that he was 
most concerned that the 
Gladscone settlers were nor co 
be disadvantaged by the fifty 
acre offer. Raven wanted co 
know whether the settlers 
would be entitled co the sur­
plus land after they had taken 
up their cown allotments and 
whether the promised portion 
of the Church Fund would 
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come to chem. Sewell was sure chat these requests could be accommodated. 
However Simeon suggested char Raven and Fuller write down all their requests so 
that there would be no misunderstandings. He further proposed that Sewell and 
himself discuss the requests in the evening and give Raven their reply the 
following morning. Raven, his passion aroused, accused both Sewell and Simeon 
of putting obstacles in the way of a settlement. Fuller joined in what had become 
a shouting march. Raven said that if the matter was not settled immediately he 
would have nothing more to do with the scheme and would go ahead with his own 
selection. He as ked if he could instruct the surveyors. Simeon explained that 
purchasers were allowed to make a selection according to the priority of application 
on their Land Orders being delivered to the Land Office. The angry outburst con­
tinued with Raven saying that he would go to Lyttelton to fetch his Land Order 
and then return to che Land Office. Sewell and Simeon, astonished by this 
intemperate attack, refused to take any further part in the discussion. Raven, 
accompanied by Fuller, raced off to fetch the Land Orders from Lyccelton in order 
to return to the Land Office and ensure their priority when the surveyors marked 
out the sections. 

Sewell and Simeon were left to make their more leisurely way to Lyttelton. On 
the way they decided to put an end to the Gladstone scheme. In the beginning it 
was considered feasible only ifcwo thousand acres were sold. Somewhere between 
thirteen and fourteen hundred acres had already been sold and Simeon had been 
prepared to lee the scheme go ahead. However, after the angry response from 
Raven and Fuller, both he and Sewell decided char it was not worth the trouble. 
They decided char once the purchasers' extra money had been returned to chem 
the whole scheme should come to an end. 

Sewell and Simeon were perceptive enough to realise chat the township scheme 
still had merit. They agreed that the opportunity of founding a new township on 
the Church Reserves was too good to be lose. Sewell mused chat, although it would 
be a loss to the Gladstone purchasers, ic would probably be a gain to the Church.(7) 

le is extraordinary char the Gladstone scheme collapsed so quickly. This is 
particularly so in view of the fact chat it had been a long term plan. le can only be 
surmised chat the Canterbury Association officials were so impressed by the site of 
the proposed town chat they were determined to keep it in their own hands so char 
they might derive an advantage for the Association in the closing stages of its 
existence. The Gladstone purchasers were also impressed by the location and they 
were equally determined to settle there, no matter what obstacles the Canterbury 
Association might put in their way. 

The matter did not end on 8 February. Raven was still angry several days latter. 
It is recorded in Sewell's Journal that Raven complained to Wakefield about the 
abandonment of the scheme. Wakefield told Raven that it was his own fault and 
that Sewell and Simeon had not been discourteous. This seems a trivial reason for 
the renunciation of the scheme. The Association, however, forged ahead. Simeon 
instructed Cridland to lay out a town as quickly as possible so chat construction 

(7) ibid, pp. 131-32 
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could be proceeded with. Two hundred acres of church land \\·ere marked off and 
mapped for a town. This first map, chc field work of which was probably clone by 
Cridland, and two labourers, Philip Tisch and John Steward, can no longer be 
found. A receipt for ten pounds was issued to Cridland on 31 May 1853 for the map 
of survey laying out the town at Kaiapoi. A pay list for 26 t\larch 1853 shows chat 
Tisch and Steward received four pounds one shilling and cwo pence for their work 
in Cridland's survey parry at Gladstone. The Thomas Cass map for che township 
which was appended to che township proclamation of 1857 is probably a copy of the 
first one. 

Sewell was also busy talking to people concerned with the abandonme nc ofche 
scheme. He advised Elizabeth Revell , another Gladstone sett ler, to keep her Land 
Order for selection in the new township. He also consulted with Torlesse and Isaac 
Cookson, a Lyttelton merchant, about their views on che suitability of location for 
the new township. Both these men agreed chat the site was satisfactory for a 
settlement because of its proximity to a navigable river and a large forest. (8) 

Although the district had always been referred to by its Kai Tahu name, it is 
about chis rime chat the settlement became known as Kaiapoi rather chan Gladstone. 
Sewell liked the sound of the Kai Tahu language and it was probably eh rough his 
use of the word "Kaiapoi" chat it supplanted Gladstone as the name of the 
township. On the other hand the Association may have been trying to distance itself 
from the Gladstone debacle by insisting on using the name Kaiapoi. Alfred Turner 
Brunclell who came to Kaiapoi as a sawyer in 1855, recalled in his reminiscences 
written in 1895, that it was the settlers, rather than che government, char insisted 
on the town being known by the Kai Tahu name for the area.(9l 

It was not to be as simple as it initially seemed, to superimpose che plans for 
the construction of the new town over those already in existence for Gladstone. 
The Gladstone committee had no land it could point to as being its choice of 
site for the township. The committee, however, did have a band of dedicated 
followers who felt that their scheme had been sacrificed for ends chat were 
not entirely clear. Sewell needed to make sure char he had che authority to use 
the reserved land for the site of a township. While he was doing this che Gladstone 
settlers were ever hopeful char their scheme would be revived. Sir Thomas 
Tancred arrived in the colony in lay 1853 and provided a focus for these hopes. 
le was not to be. Sewell wrote in his Journal on 7 t\lay char at all events legally 
and formally it (the Gladstone scheme) was extinct but chat some of che people 

seemed hoe upon reviving ic. (10) 

By January 1854 the road from Christchurch to Kaiapoi had been marked out 
and the cares and drays going between che two centres had worn a track. Sewell paid 
his second visit to the area at chat rime. He reported chat all the good land between 
Christchurch and Kaiapoi had been taken up. There were thirteen houses in the 
vicinity of the ferry sire which had been shifted since his first visit. On the opposite 
bank che nucleus of a town was forming. Sewell, with an air of propriety, described 

(8) ibid. p. 136. 
(9) Brundcll. Alfred Turner. To ,1/y Gm11rld1ilrlm1. plS. 
( 10) ed. ~lclnri re, \\'.David, Thelo11mal of Hmry SffJ!:ell. l'o/ I 1853-5./ p. 280. 
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Kaiapoi as "our CO\\ n." Of the two hundred acres that had been marked off for th e 
rown, ten acres had been sold in one acre b locks at forty pounds each. The first rwo 
sect_ions were purchased in August and September 1853. C harl es Sidey, a Lyttelron 
businessman purchased his section in August and Cookson bought his in Septem­
ber. Si_dey's_arrival in Canterbury is uncertain but he certa inl y impressed Sewell 
with his business acumen. Isaac Cookson \\'as a fellow businessman who arri ved in 
Canterbury ll'ith his" ife, Janetta l\ laria, in Augus t 185 1, on th e "Dominion". H e 
\\'as in partnership \\'ith \\'illiam Boll'ler as merchants and importe rs. Their 
partnership \\'as regarded as the leading business partnership in Cante rbury in th e 
1850's and earlv 1860's. 111> 

Both Cookson and Sidey made a considerab le co ntribution co the 
establishment, of Kaiapoi. Sidey was particularly important. Sewell, who 
admired S1dcy s shrewd business sense, was keen co utilize it for the found­
ation of Ka iapoi's com mercial secror. In hi s ea rl y days in th e co lon y Sidey 
recog111 secl that the sho!tage ofsrock in Ca nterb ury offered him an opportunity co 
make a health y profit trom the 1mportat1on of sheep, ca ttle and horses from the 
Australian colonies. Cridland, who at that time wa actin g as Sicley's agent, cold 
Sewell that each shipload of srock cleared three thousand pounds for Sicley. In 
order to attract S1dC) co orth Canterbury, Sewell offered him a block of bushland 

at a favourab le re ntal. Sidey acce pte d 
this. Timber, however, was not the 
on ly com modi ty that attracted Sidey 
co the d istricr. The same logic th at had 
led S icl ey co import stock persuaded 
him to build a wool store, a ge neral 
store and a building that he desig­
nated as an hotel next to the eastern 
encl of the Ferry landing in Charles 
Street. The emergin g community 
needed these e nterpri ses to give the 
new settlers a social and commercial 
centre. As was hoped for by Sewell, 
Sicley's activity attracted other mer­
chants to the new town. Cookson and 
Bowler built the town's second wool 
s t o re a t th e junction of the 
Koro tu ahe ke Ri ve r and the North 
Branch in 1854. The store was run as 
an_ age ncy; the most notable agent 
be111g Ca ptain William Beswick who 
was appo inted in 1856. 

Sidey's decision co build a wool 
Isaac Cool.·so11 - ro11,1es:i• Cr1111erb11,y ,l/11se11111 sto re se rved hi s own interests as we! I 

(II) ,1/ruDonrJ/d Dulio11ary o/Crmlt'rh1111• 8,ogroplues. Cookson, Isaac. 
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as be ing a soundly based comme rcial decision. In 185 1 S id ey had negotiated a 
favourable purchase of two th ousand ac res outs id e the Cante rbu ry Block between 
the Wai para and Hurunui Rivers. He le ft a manager, George l\lason, co run s ix tee n 
hundred sheep on it. In Sicley 's view Kaiapo i was well situated to hand le the 
growin g wool trade from the North Ca nte rbury stations . The North Branc h was 
able to rake vessels of about thirty tons. To facil irate the shipp ing of the wool from 
North Canterbury to L yttelron , Sidey built the first wharf in Kaiapo i a longside hi s 
wool sto re. The wharf a lso received genera l goods for sa le in Sicley's store. Sidey's 
name 1s comme morate d 111 Sidey Quay and it is thought that his naming of th e 
cottage he built on the Korotu aheke Ri ver gave that body of water its new name, 
the Cam. 

Sewell was extraordinary optimis­
tic about the future of Kaiapoi. H e saw 
in the activities ofSidey and Cookson 
and Bowler the energetic kind of sta rt 
th at the new community need ed. It 
was during hi s second visit that Sewell, 
along with Rave n selected th e site of 
the Anglican church on th e co rner of 
Sewell and Cookson Streets. By this 
time Rave n, was li ving on th e one 
hundred acres th at he had se lected in 
th e vicinity o f the prese nt day 
Vloodend. He ca lled the property 
"Ravenswood" and it served as hi s 
base as he conducted his minist ry to 
the se ttlers, in what was des ig nated , 
the Kaiapoi pari sh. The boundari es of 
the pa rish were those of North Canter­
bury. It was important to Raven that a 
church was estab li shed in the only 
substantial settlement in the area. 
Sewell gave one hundred pounds out 
of the land sa les fund towards th e 
building of the church. This g ift gave 

b d f d cl
. 1/1•11,y Jo11es - ro1111esy Kf/iapoi ,lfllset1111 

to a an o e 1cated men the impe-
tus_ needed co raise enough money to have the church built within a yea r. The 
build1ng was designed by l\lountfort and Luck, a rchitects in C hri stchurch and 
constructed by Henry Jones who had e rec ted a ll of Sidey's buildings. Jones, a 
Welshman , who was born about 1825 arrived in Canterbu ry as a ca bin passe nge r on 
the "Cressy". He had married hi s wife, Jane, in London just before they e mbarked 
for ew Zealand. Jane died in Kai apoi in 1856 during childbirth . H en ry lived until 
April 1890. 

At the time of the selection of the site of the eh urch Sewell and Rave n took inro 
account the need for the building co be well above the flood leve l of the rive r. They 
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also discussed the possibility of reserving further land for a parsonage, schools, a 
cemetery and a small glebe. Sewell was sure chat Kaiapoi would be become a 
considerable place. The sandhills which fell within the town boundaries did nor 
seem co Sewell to pose much of a problem. In his opinion, in contrast co sire of 
Christchurch, the attraction of dry sound land and the navigable river would 
outweigh the disadvantage of the sand hills. (1 2) 

Certainly the growing number of settlers attracted to the area muse have agreed 
with Sewell. Sidey's enterprises were responsible foraccraccing many settlers to the 
district. One of the conditions of Sidey's bush lease required five acres of it had to 
be cleared a year. Thus he needed a number of sawyers to carry out this proviso. He 
also required men to run the v1 ool store, the general score and the hotel. The general 
score was run by George Black. 

In 1854 The Canterbury Almo11ack listed Robert Hamlett as the licencee of the 
Kaiapoi Hotel. Hamlett had arrived in Canterbury in 1851 on the "Castle Eden". On 
the passenger list he was described as an agricultural labourer but it is doubtful 
whether he pursued chat career in New Zealand. He was one of the early settlers 
in the new town of Kaiapoi and was able to procure a license for his house which 
he called the Kaiapoi Hotel. He continued to hold the license until 1857 when it 
was transferred to George Day who was renting the building chat Sidey had 
designated as an hotel. The license and the name were not only transferred co a new 
publican but also co a new building. Sidey finally had a functioning hotel. 

Sidey's Kaiapoi Hotel, the Waimakariri Ferry Hotel run by Alexander Baxter 
and his partner George Jackson and the Kaiakanui in Peraki Street run by White 
became the focal points for the large number of sawyers attracted to the area by the 
certainty of work. 

Simeon in his capacity of acting Chief-Agent of the Canterbury Association had 
drawn up regulations for the sale of the bush lands at Kaiapoi in March 1853. The 
Association preferred co have cash for the sale ofche land but it was willing to accept 
approved bills of payment at six monthly intervals for two years. Leases of the land 
for periods of not more than fourteen years were also acceptable. The terms were 
adopted by the Canterbury Provincial Government when it assumed the respon­
sibility of administering the affairs of the settlement. The fact chat the Papanui 
Bush was beginning to be cucouc and the generous terms ofoccupacion encouraged 
a sizable number of men co come to Kaiapoi. Probably the most compelling reason 
for the influx of sawyers co the area was chat it was possible, in relative terms, for 
bushmen to make an ample living for themselves in a shore time. 

Typically, the timber industry of this era consisted of a cwo man operation. The 
common method was for the men co sec up an informal partnership co work a 
section, using the pit method of sawing. The work was exceedingly hard and 
carried out under primitive conditions. Some of the men may have constructed 
rough hues but customarily they were content with canvas tents as shelter. Their 
food was basic and while they were working they had no social interaction with 
other people. Brundell described his first impressions of the Maori Bush in his 

( 12) ed ~lei myre, IV. David . Tli, Jo11m11/ of f/e,11y Seu•e/1. \"ol I 1853-54. p. 428 
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reminiscences. He walked from Sc Albans carrying about forty or fifty pounds of 
equipment and food to join up with his mate, William Denn, who had been 
securing a section for chem to cue. When he arrived in the late afternoon he was 
greeted with delight by his mace and the neighbouring sawyers, the Wilson 
brothers, as they had had no food all day. After they had refreshed themselves with 
food and drink the Wilsons invited Brundell to share their "warry" (whare) for the 
night. le was during the night chat Brundell was introduced to one ofche curses of 
the sawyer's life, the mosquito. The swamp land was a perfect breeding ground for 
chem so chat bushmen knew from experience that they had to have mosquito nets 
for their beds and that they had to light a fire in the doorway to decerche insects from 
corning inside.(13) 

On their days off the sawyers cue loose. The only form of recreation was found 
in the hotels and the drunken behaviour of the sawyers gave Kaiapoi the flavour of 
a frontier town. This was quite the opposite tone to chat ofche idealised intentions 
of Sir Thomas Tancred and the other Gladstone pioneers, but it was entirely con­
sistent with the usual pattern of settlement. Those Gladstone settlers in and 
around Kaiapoi, Raven, Fuller, the Revell family, William Sneyd and William 
Smith viewed with alarm the apparent breakdown in the social order. They 
requested the Provincial Government authorities to station a policeman at Kaiapoi . 

The authorities acceded co the request but they were unsure of the extent of 
the policeman's duties in Kaiapoi. The Secretary for Police, Charles Bowen, wrote 
to the Provincial Secretary in April 1854 to point out chat the Kaiapoi policeman, 
in his opinion, ought to be sworn in under the provisions ofche Constabulary Force 
ordinances so chat he could keep the peace and investigate crimes. However the 
Provincial Secretary thought chat it would be sufficient to have a man to keep the 
peace rather than carry ou call the d ucies of a po! iceman. In his view, the population 
was not large enough to justify a full-time policeman. c1-1J This disagreement did not 
stand in the way of the appointment of a policeman. William Horton Revell was 
appointed to his pose in May and his duty was to keep the peace throughout the 
whole of North Canterbury. 

Revell 's appointment had a wider context than just the consent of the Provin­
cial authorities to a request from the settlers for a policeman. 

J use after Revell's appointment the Provincial authorities became concerned 
over what appeared to be the indiscriminate felling of timber. Cridland wrote 
in September 1854 chat it would be a great advantage for the public works of 
the Province to reserve the timber on the North Road and on the banks of the 
Cam. He observed chat the sawyers were already cutting down and damaging 
the trees. The damaged sustained by the timber felled in this careless manner 
made it impossible for its use in the building of bridges and culverts. On this 
basis Cridland sought the revocation of the bush licenses in the area.(15) This 
was done without any strong protests from the sawyers. le could be argued chat 
the establishment of government authority a few months earlier with the presence 

(1 3) Brundell , Alfred Turner. To Jilv Grr111rlrhi/tlm 1. pl6 
(14) Bowen m ,he Provinc ial Secreta ry, 11.-1.1854. 
(15) C ridland rn ,he Provincial Secre ,;try, 29.9.185-1. 
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of Consrablc Reve ll made the task easier for the Provincial Government. 
The appointment of Reve ll however, meant that from then on Kaiapoi citizens 
always had a difficult job in pe rsuading the gove rnment they needed more 
law enforcement office rs in the district. 

Having atta in ed th e ir goa l of a policeman, the settlers began the cask of 
acquiring a post office. At a public meeting held in Kaiapoi in September a number 

of resolutions were passed which formed 
the bas is of a petition to the government. 
The first resolution revealed how impor­
tant it was for the settlers to be able to 
keep in couch with the rest of the world 
community. It stressed that a post office 
was needed for the social comfort and the 
commercial advancement of the commu­
nity. The second and third resolutions 
indicated that the community was willing 
to support itself in order to have the re­
quest gra nted. It was decided . that a twice 
weekly service would be adequate and 
char the settlers were willing to pay one 
penny on all letters dispatched as well as 
received in Kaiapoi. Finally the meeting 
recommended that Mr George Black be 
appointed as postmaster. (16) The petition 
was sent co the Provincial Secretary over 
the name of Samuel Beswick. 

This was the first instance of the pub­
li c life of the Beswick brothers. Two of 
the brothers, Samuel and John accompa­

G,wge C. Blad· - cour1csy Ca111erb111J' ,ll11se11111 nied by their wives and in John's case 
two children, arri ved in Canterbury on the "Hampshire" in May 1853 with Sir 
Thomas Tancred. They went straight co Kaiapoi to work as sawyers. Samuel, 
howeve r, did not work in the bush for long. The settlers were keen to have a 
resident doctor so that they would not be dependent on either Doctor Baker in 
Christchurch or D octo r Hodgkinson in Waipara. The Kaiapoi settlers put a 
subscription together so that Samuel could resume the practice of his medical 
profession. Notice char he had presented his Diploma from the Royal College of 
Surgeons, London to rhe Res idenddagi scrate was gazetted in January 1854 and he 
became the settlement's first doctor. (17) 

John , likewise, did not stay in the bush for long. He had a chequered career 
which saw him settling in Timaru as a merchant and a custom agent. He also had 
a share in a l\lacKenize Country run called Glenmore. John was drowned in the 

( 16) Beswick to the Pro, incial Secretary. 19.9.1854. 
( 17) .lforD011ald Dirtio11r111' o/C1111terl.111ry Biogrr1phies. l3e~wick, Dr Sa muel 
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sembly. He also served as chairman of 
the Kai apoi Ivlechanics Institute, as a 
committee member of the l\landeville 
and Rangiora Road Board and on the 
first School Committee of the Kaiapoi 
Borough School.(19J 

William was possibly the oldest of 
the brothers. Elizabeth, his wife and 
two children came from England with 
him . Of all the brothers, William had 
the most successful commercial ca­
reer. He was advertising timber for 
sale in .!\larch 1854 and not long after 
he set himself up as a land agent. From 
that job he progressed to being the 
agent for Cookson and Bowler and 
eventually setting up his own mercan­
tile business in partnership with Josiah 
Birch. (20) 

( 18) bid, Beswick. John. 
( 19) bid, Beswick, Joseph. 
(20) bid, Beswick. William. 

wreck of the "City of D1111edi11" on 20 
Jul y 1865.(181 

The other two brothers Wil li am 
and Joseph arrived in October 1853 on 
the "Joh11 Toy/or". They went to 

Kaiapoi to join Samuel and John and it 
is thoug ht that they coo, spent a little 
time on th e ir arriva l, as sawyers. 

Joseph shared the interestsofJohn. 
H e part owned Glen more Station with 
him and after John's death he cook 
over th e customs agency in Timaru. 
D esp ite these interests the Kaiapoi 
district was his main base. Joseph had 
a lon g and not particularly distin­
guished career in local and national 
policies. He represented the 
Mandeville sear in the Provincial Gov­
ernment of 1862 and in 1866 he won 
the Kai apoi sear in the General As-

Cap1ai11 IV. C. Bcsm•id· ( !8Z!-!90Z)- ro1111cs_l' 
Ca111e,b111y Jl/11seu111 

41 



Kaiapoi, A Seard, for !rle111i1y 

The pemion over Samuel Beswick'.s name was successful. George Black, 
Sidey's scorekeeper, did become rhe first posrniasrer. He ran the post office in his 
score. This muse have occurred shortly after the petition had been received. The 
next official report on the pose office was in the 1857 report of the Provincial 
Superincendenc,J.E.Ficzgerald. It wa scared chat a twice weekly postal service had 
been established between Lyttelcon and Kaiapoi. It was also noted chat Black 
received a salary of rwenty pounds for his duties as postmaster. 

Kaiapoi society in 1854-55 was in a rransirional phase between rhe lawless 
excesses of a frontier culwre, epitomized by the sawyers, and the more conserva­
tive trappings of the pioneer community. The community had obtained a doctor, 
a policeman and a postal service. It was now time co petition the government for a 
gaol. 

In a letter co rhe Provincial Secretary, Bowen pointed om chat Revell could co 
nothing cowards rhe suppression of drunkenness and violence without a gaol co 
keep offenders in until they could be brought before the magistrate. He went on 
co write chat as the population increased, so did the number of public houses. The 
more orderly residents felt threatened by the lack of a lock-up. 

There is evidence of a plan for a gaol drawn up by Cridland. Fitzgerald received 
a letter from Henry Jones on 30 January 1855 explaining chat since he had entered 
into the contract with Cridland on 6 January he had heard nothing further. He wrote 
that he was now in a position co obtain the timber and bricks as well as an acre of 
land. Jones indicated that rhe Provincial Council had already voted seventy pounds 
for the project. He wished co notify the government that he was no longer able co 
mill rhe timber required from his own bush at Ohoka. He would, instead, mill it in 
the Church Bush and transport it through rhe sand hills co the gaol site. Jones 
assured rhe Superintendent that rhis alteration co the contract would not alter the 
price of the project. A note on the letter from Fitzgerald indicated char the 
government had decided not co proceed with the plan co build the lock-up.(21) 

In making this decision the government exacerbated the problems associated 
with the building of the gaol, not the lease of which was finding a suitable location. 
All ofrhe available land in Kaiapoi belonged co the Anglican Church and co obtain 
land for public purposes was a complicated matter. It was suggested by Fitzgerald 
that the Provincial Solicitor, Henry Gresson, consult with Sewell about the 
conveyance of about half an acre of eh urch property at Kaiapoi co the Provincial 
Government. Gresson however, did not agree with this senario and suggested 
instead chat the land be taken from the government reserve which lay outside the 
two hundred acres that Sewell had originally sec aside from church land for the 
scctlement.(22) 

This internal debate resulted in inevitable delay in the decision making 
process. The delay was interpreted by the Kaiapoi residents as indifference co their 
plight. To stress the importance of a gaol co the community, a petition co the 
Superintendent was organised, praying that he would consider the urgent need for 

(2 1) Jones co F iczgcrald, 30. 1. I 855. 
(22) Fi tzgera ld co che Provincial Secrecary, 6.2. 1855. 
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Kaiapoi co have a lock-up and a regularly appointed policeman. The petition was 
signed by Torlesse, James Wylde, William Beswick, William White, Edward 
Revell and orhers. lt was received by Fitzgerald on 13 February 1855. A note 
written on the back of the petition indicated that the Provincial Engineer, Edward 
Dobson, had already been instructed co obtain land and was co draw up plans for 
a lock-up. (23 ) 

Dobson 's first plan was costed out at fifty pounds. The government regarded 
the plan as coo expensive and in need of modification. Dobson was asked co make 
the gaol more secure and capable of accommodating more pri oners without 
causing them any needless discomfort as well as reducing the cost of building it. 
Needless co say Dobson 's second plan was a completely new one and this rime it 
was acceptable. The plan was rendered our in April co a builder called Young. (24) 

The next stage was co have William Revell appointed a Sub-Inspector of Police 
and Clerk co rhe Bench at Kaiapoi. He was willing co accept the position ar a salary 
of one hundred pounds provided the government paid his expenses. This condi­
tion was accepted and in April Revell's appointment was confirmed by Simeon, 
who wa by this time the Police Commissioner. 

The lase link in rhe justice chain was put in place in July 1855 when Hamlett, 
the licensee of the Kaiapoi Hore!, gave his permission for a magistrate's court co 
be held in one of the rooms of the hotel ar a rental of five shillings per sitting for a 
year. 

Now that the presence oflaw and order was established in the community icwas 
time for the residents co secure a good roading system. Thomas and Cass had 
planned a road over the Island co connect with the road co Oxford. The ideal route 
for that road was on a line through the southern third of the Island bisecting the 
planned town of Mandeville. However the actual senlement pattern of orth 
Canterbury changed those plans. The evenwal layout of Kaiapoi straddled the 
northern tip ofrhe Island and the northern bank of the North Branch. This meant 
char the main roading system was developed along rhe northern coastal region 
rather rhan co the north west as it would have been if rhe Thomas-Cass plan had 
been adhered co. 

Sewell reported in 1854 that rhe road between Christchurch and Kaiapoi 
existed more in name than in fact. The siring of the ferries across the \Vaimakariri 
determined rhe route. Alexander Baxter's ferry had been operating on rhe orth 
Branch since 1851. His enterprise was constricted by the unpredictable nawre of 
rhe river. The frequent floods changed rhe profile of the river so that, at times, it 
was impossible co work rhe punt. At the same rime as Baxter was operating his ferry 
the Kai Tahu ferrymen were cominuing co run their service over the South Branch 
and during the rimes when Baxter was unable co conduct his service they also 
ferried people over the North Branch. In theory this sounds like an ideal solution 
co problem of getting people across the Waimakariri River however in practical 
terms icwas far from ideal. The Kai Tahu ferrymen were often away from the region 

(23) C.O.Torlcs,c and othe rs co Ficzgerald , 13.2.1855. 
(24) Dobson to the Provincial Secrccal)', 15.2. 1855. & 21. .'1.1 855 
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as they needed co hunt and gather food in their other mahika kai areas. Baxter also, 
was ar rimes, absent from his duties. As the numbers of Pakeha settling in North 
Canterbury grew, the demand for a more reliable ferry service likewise grew. In 
1853 in order co have both branches of the river under the control of one ferryman 
Simeon proposed that Baxter run a service over both branches. In order co comply 
with this request it was necessary for Baxter co find a partner. George Jackson, one 
of the Kai apoi settlers, cook up the offer of partnership and began the cask of 
ferryin g across the South Branch.His ferry was sited near the junction of the North 
and South Branches. From there travellers had co negotiate the sandhills co the 
cown where Baxter's ferry connected the Island with the settlement on the 
northern bank. 

In 1855 Dobson proposed a new roading system. Part of the plan involved 
movin g the site of Jackson 's ferry further to the west to an area described as being 
the highest point at which it is practicable to place a ferry on account of the shoals 
which occurred further up the river. The banks at this spot were high and Dobson 
judged this as an advantage over the original position as it would be easier to keep 
the ferry rope out of the water thus eliminating the strain and risk associated with 
the transportation of drays over the river. 

In Dobson 's plan the road from the new ferry site was co follow the South Branch 
north to Kaiapoi to connect with Peraki Street. (25) Although this route involved 
some expenditure in either bridging or putting in culverts over the streams and 
swamp areas it had the advantage of opening up the fertile regions of the Island to 
farmin g. Dobson calculated the actual cost of the scheme to be about ninety 
pounds.(26) 

The settlers, as with the construction of the gaol, were impatient for the work 
to be completed. Again they sent a petition co the government requesting 
che speed y expenditure of the money voted in the second session of the Pro­
vincial Council to keep the road from Christchurch to Kaiapoi open.(27) The 
road on the Island section of the route was particularly hard to form and 
maintain because of the high water table. The formation of the road was com­
pleted in 1856. It gave the settlers a quicker and less arduous link with 
Christchurch. 

It was only more efficient if the ferrymen were performing their duties for the 
convenience of the travellers and this was not always the case. There had been a 
number of complaints about the running of the ferries over the years. The com­
plaints became more pronounced after the construction of the road and the pro­
posed relocation of Jackson's ferry. In ]\,Jay 1856 W.Lavington wrote to the Provin­
cial Secretary complaining about the attendance of the ferryman, Jackson.(28) In a 
terse reply Jackson wrote that a year had gone by since the proposal had been made 
to move the ferry. In that time he had continued to live in a house chat needed repair 
and to provide a service across the river whenever ic was required. From the date 

(25) Dobson to the Provincial Secre ta ry, 13.6 1855. 
(26) Dobson to th e Provincial Sccrc rn ry, 13.7.1 855. 
(27) G.Dunmagc and oth e rs to the Supe rinte nd e nt, 26.12. 1855. 
(28) \\'.Lavington to the Provincia l Secre tary. 29.5. 1856. 
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of his letter, Jackson stated that he intended to double the fares after eight at 

night. C29l 
Another year went by during which the condition of the punt itself deteriorated 

co such an extent that travellers refused to use it. This situation led the Smith 
brothers, Stephen Payne and Stephen Thomas, who farmed on "Sheerwacer 
Farm" near the junction of the North and Sou eh Branches to make the decision to 
run a punt across the river. They offered to reduce the fares by half and to pay a 
rental of twenty pounds a year.(30) The government was delighted to accept this 
offer even although the Smith 's ferry did not connect with the road. However the 
fact that travellers were prepared to use the Smith 's service indicated the desperate 
state of Jackson's ferry. 

In the meantime, probably to generate some income for himself, Jackson 
decided to apply fora general license co run The Ferryman's Arms. He already held 
a bush license which made him responsible for the maintenance of the ferry. At the 
Licensing Committee meeting on 12 l\lay 1857 the magistrates decided to hold 
Jackson to the terms of his bush license and not allow him to have a general license 
until he had either brought the ferry up co the required standard or had disposed 
of it.Jackson protested that this was unfair and at another hearing it was found that 
the magistrates did not have the power to attach such conditions. A general license 

was granted to Jackson but the problem of the ferry remained. 
In July 1857 Dobson submitted a report on the ferry. The punt which had been 

in use for five years was completely worn out. Dobson recommended chat a new 
punt be built. He was sure that there would be no difficulties in attracting a tenant 
to run the ferry service. The example of the Smith brothers ' service may have been 
in his mind. 

However Dobson also had in mind the general unreliabil icy of the ferry service. 
The report presented an alternative to the ferry service. Dobson thought that rhe 
Provincial Government shou Id consider bridging the rivers in North Canterbury as 
a safer alternative to the ferries. (3 1) The government rejected this suggestion 
because of che cost involved. 

In August 1857 Charles Dudding applied for and was granted the lease of 
Jackson's ferry. There were two conditions attached to the lease. Firstl y the fares 
were to be regulated to prevent the leaseholder making a unilateral decision to raise 
the fares as Jackson had done. Secondly the ferry was to operate at regular hours so 
that travellers would nor have to endure unusual delays waiting for the ferryman. (32) 
Charles Dudding could not have picked a worse time to take on the lease. At the 
same time as the ferry lease was being signed the Provincial Government was 
negotiating with William White with respect to his desire to bridge the North 
Branch of the Waimakariri. These negociacions did not affect the short term 
commercial outlook for Dudding but the opening of a second ferry service on the 
South Branch near Dobson 's 1855 proposed site for the ferry was a death blow for 

(29) G.Jackson to the Superintendent, 7.6. 1856. 
(30) S.P. & S.T. Smith to the Provincial Secreta ry, 29.12. 1856. 
(3 I) E.Dobso n to the Provincial Sec rernry, 8.7.1857. 
(32) C. Dudding to the Provincial Secretary, 6.8.1857. 
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Dudding's business. He wrote a letter of complaint co the Provincial Secretary in 

December 1857. Dudding explained chat he had sunk all his ca pital into rhe 

purchase and repair of the ferry and chat he was now faced with competition from 

Joseph Felcon.(33) The letter was laid before the Executive Council bur before 

further acrion cou ld be taken the river flooded and cook with it Dudding's punt and 

stockyards leaving Felton with a virwal monopoly over the South Branch. 

The location of Felton 's ferry made ir the most popular of the services. Ac times 

there were so many people with their goods crying co get across the river on Felton 's 

ferry chat many of chem detoured co the Smith brothers' ferry . 1o doubt there were 

others sti ll who avai led themselves of rhe services of the Kai Tahu canoes. 

On the last day of December 1856 \Villiam White received a letter from Dobson 

confirming that the Provincial Government had accepted his proposal co build 

a bridge over the North Branch and that a bill would be brought before che Council 

during rhe next session co enable rhe scheme co go ahead. White had arrived in 

Canterbury in 1852 and had made his first home in Papanui, working as a foreman 

for Joseph Brittain. After a very shore time the damp atmosphere in that location 

caused a deterioration in White's health and he decided co move co the drier 

Kaiapoi. By all accounts he was a restless man with a talent for engineering. The 

Orth Branch must have presented an irresistible challenge co White. He designed 

a swing bridge chat spanned the river in approximately the same position as the 

bridge over the present day Kaiapoi River. The swing was co allow ships co pass 

beyond the bridge co rhe wharves on the Cam. White's Bridge Ordinance was 

passed by the Provincial Government in 1857 and allowed White co operate the 

bridge for seven years. For the first three years he was permitted co col leer coils at 

half the coll rate co l leered by Baxte r on the ferry. For the remaining four years che 

bridge coll was set at cwo thirds of this reduced race. The government for its pare 

undertook nor co harm the bridge traffic by establishing ferries or bridges in the 

neighbourhood without compensating White.Under these terms the letting of the 

lease of Jackso n's ferry co Dudding and the establishment of Felcon's ferry were 

viab le because both were on the South Branch. Although it can be said chat the 

building of the bridge was com mercially unfair co Dudding che same cannot be said 

abou t Felton 's ferry. On the contrary, as the road from the ferry lead directly co the 

bridge, it probably e ncouraged travellers co use Felcon's ferry. 

White purchased timber from the Church Bush co construct the bridge which 

was built under direction of the foreman, William Hammett, a ship's carpenter. 

The bridge was opened for traffic in May 1858. The first vehicle across the bridge 

was Jonah Wheeler's mail ca rt. H ammett was one of the passegers. (34) The bridge 

gave the settlement an air of permanence as did the roading system. 

Now that there was a permanent road between Christchurch and Kaiapoi many 

more settlers were attracted to the area. The town was beginning to lose the 

characceriscics of a raw frontier town. The new wave of people were more than 

likely to be family groups and it was rhe increase in the numbers of children in the 

(33) C. Dudding to the Provincial Secretary, 3. 12.1857. 
(34) ,llacD011nld Dir1io11t1ry• o/Cn11terbllf)' Biogrnphies, Hammett, William 
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district chat turned the settlers' thoughts towards rhe provision of a permanent 

school. 
In July 1855 William Beswick wrote to the Superintendent explaining chat 

it had long been the belief of the settlers rhac if they could find a competent 

and respectable woman to be rhe schoolmistress then the government would be 

expected to lend its assistance. Beswick reported char he had found the ideal 

candidates in Mr and Mrs A.J.White. Beswick had spoken to them several 

months prior to this time about establishing a school but had found that the 

Whites were unable to contribute the required thirty shillings for the found­

ation of a school. In Beswick's estimation lr and Mrs White were respectable and 

trustworth y. Although the Whites came from good families they were poor. 

Mr White was from Cork and Mrs White from Gloucestershire. Beswick added 

that the only drawback chat Mr White had , was his poverty, but he shared chat 

with a good man y others in this refuge for the destitute. The growing number 

of children in the district made it imperative chat a school be established in the 

district before the summer. Beswick suggested it be housed in the residence of 

his friend , H all who was moving up-country to his station. Although Beswick 

was convinced that the Provincial Secretary had assured him chat there were funds 

available for this type of project and that John Hall had also told him th at pare of 

the Education funds would be appropriated to Kaiapoi , the scheme did not come 

co fruirion. (35) No doubt the Whites moved on co a place where their talents could 

be utilised. 
During 1856 and 1857 the number of settler families g rew and so did 

rhe demand for education. ln response to this demand Raven began a school in 

the Anglican church. This arrangement was far from ideal. In the majority of 

cases the new families had settled on rhe Island. The church was on the north 

side of the river. The ferry service was not reliable and man y parents were afraid 

to allow their children co travel on it. The building itself was not suitable, especially 

in the winter. It was very cold and there was no way of heating it. This, factor 

added co the reluctance parents felt in sending rheir children to school. In Ma y 

1857 Raven requested the use of the government office in Kaia poi for his school.c36l 

The office was situated on rhe southern side of the river and it was able to 

be heated. Raven was refused on rhe grounds that if the building was used by 

rhe school it would interfere with the government service.(37) The school stru ggled 

on in the church with very few regular attendees. By February 1858 the 

Anglican church was sufficiently concerned about education in the Kaiapoi district 

that the Bishop requested funds from rhe government for the establishment of 

a school. (38) In the same month the Reverend John Aldred applied for a grant of 

land in Kaiapoi on which co build a Wesleya n church and school.c39) These 

requests were followed in May by a petition from the Presbyterian minister, the 

(35) Beswick to ,he Superintendent, I 1.7.1855. 
(36) Rave n to the Superintendent, 30.5. 1857. 
(3 7) Note on Raven letter 30.5.1857. 
(38) The Bishop of C hristchurch to 1hc Provincial Secrernry, 15.2. 1858 
(39) The Reverend ) .Aldred to the Provincial Secrecary, 16.2.1858. 
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Re\'crend Charles Fraser, for funds and land co build a church and school at 

Kaiapoi.Hoi 
The government responded co the request from the Anglicans. A grant from 

this source and locally raised funds enabled a school room and a schoolmaster's 

house co be built in Hilcon Street. The first attendance return for the school was 

presented b') the Bishop in Occober 1858 and it showed that there were eighteen 

children enrolled. The average attendance for the school was fifteen. In the next 

return, CO\ ering the period between April 1858 and f\l arch 1859, the Bishop noted 

that although the school house was not finished it was habitable and that the roll 

had risen to twenty three ch ildren. The government's Inspeccor of Schools, 

J.P.Rcscall, paid his first visit co Kaiapoi in December 1858. He must have been 

satisfied with what he saw as he made no adverse comments in his report about the 

school. 
The \\'esleyans received a grant of one hundred pounds co build a school in 

Kaiapoi during 1859. The school was situated in building attached co the Wesleyan 

church in Fuller Street. The Presbyrerians opened their first school for boys in 

Kaiapoi in 1860. They, coo, received a grant from the government for the establish­

ment of the school. 
The lists of schoo l books sent from England indicate that the children were 

taught arithmetic, European hiscory and geography, English literature and bible 

studies. It could be assumed that from the books on the lists that the children who 

attended school received a good basic education. This was not the case. It is clear 

from Restall's reports that the standard of teaching did not match the standard of 

the books. In many cases schoo ls were run by clergymen who did not have parishes. 

They were untrained in teaching methods and co Inspeccor Restall , who was a 

trained teacher, their methods were appalling. Although there is no specific 

mention of the Kaiapoi schoo ls in hi s complaints about the schooling system it is 

safe co assume that the teaching sta nd ard s there, in Restall 's view, were only 

mediocre. 
Arguably the most important request_ that the first settlers made co the 

Prm incial Government in the process of turning their community from a 

frontier society inco a pioneer society was a petition presented in 1ovember 

1856 asking that Kaiapoi be proclaimed a cownship. This request was driven 

by extraordinarily practical considerations. For some time the petitioners had 

been inconvenienced by stray ing cattle and horses breaking down fences 

and damaging fields and ga rd e ns. The settlers' major source of food came 

from their gardens and co have them trampled by straying animals was a catastro­

phe. 
The Kaiapoi settlement, although it had been planned as a cown, had never 

been legally recognised as a cown. The body responsible for the administration of 

the settlement was the Provincial Council and it was coo remote co be concerned 

with the day to day problems of the settlers. The settlers needed a legal means of 

sanctioning those who allowed their animals co wander and cause such substantial 

(40) The Rc,·erend C.Frascr t0 the Supcrinrcndcnt, 12.5. 1858. 
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damage co the sustainability of life in the settlement. Once Kaiapoi was declared 

a cownship then the local governing body would have the power co pass by-laws to 

ensure that animals were not permitted co wander at will among the houses and 

gardens of the settlement. Among the signatures on the petition were those of 

William and Samuel Beswick, Philip Welch , Henry Jones and John Henry 

Parnham. (.J l) 
The government was sympathetic co the plight of the Kaiapoi settlers . Kaiapoi 

was declared a town under its own ordinance during Provincial Council session 

VIII, number seven, 1857. The ordinance stipulated that Rural Sections 320,321, 

364,297 and 468 were deemed co be the cown of Kaiapoi. Under later f\lunicipal 

Council ordinances the cown was co be administrated by a f\lunicipal Council. The 

Lytte/1011 Ti"mes reported on the event by calling attention co the rapid manner in 

which Kaiapoi had risen and the important place it now held as the commercial 

centre of the northern district. 
"In less than four years, it(Kaiapoi) has been changed from 
a wilderness co a thriving cown; containing its church, 
school, courthouse, land office, merchant 's offices, scores, 

ere and numbering a larger constiwency than Lyttelcon 
and within 53 (voters) of Christchurch." HZJ 

Samh Brd·er - ro1111esy Kaiapoi 1'/us,11111 

These changes were reflected at a 
more domestic level in the letters of 
James and Sarah Baker co their fami­
lies in England. The Bakers and their 
six children, f\latilda , Richmond, f\lary 
Anne, James Frederick, Sarah and 
Edward had arrived in Canterbury on 
the "Cressy" The family spent the next 
five years in and around the Lyttelcon 
area living very much a hand co mouth 
existence while l\lr Baker had a variety 
of jobs. In 1855 the Bakers moved co 
Kaiapoi where they cook up the lease 
of the Kaiapoi Run on the Island. In a 
letter dated 22 June 1856 they ex­
plained co their work-starved relatives 
in England that there was plenty of 
employment available around Kaiapoi 
and that wages were about one shilling 
an hour. The Bakers hoped that this 
information would encourage other 
members of their family to join them in 

Kaiapoi. Just over a year later they were still writing in the same optimistic vein, 

reporting that things had really moved on and that it was much more prosperous in 

(.JI ) Bcs11 ick and others t0 the Supcrintcnclcnr, 22.2.1856 

(-12) /,y11e/1011 Times. 21.10 1857. p.5. 
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Kaiapoi than it had been in England. The letter also commented on the changes 
in the environment. 

"Things are beginning co look very much like England as 
there is ever improvement now as regards cultivation." 

In this same correspondence the Bakers wrote about the building of White's 
bridge and that Kaiapoi was about co be proclaimed a town. They were very pleased 
co repo rt that a Wesleyan chape l was being built and almost as an after thought 
that there had been a sha rp earthquake.(-13) A note in a margin that the new 
baby, Aaron, was now five months old, seems co put into perspective the events 
that affected th e lives of the pioneer settlers. It was more important co them that 
the se ttl ement become "c iv ili sed" than it was to record the birth of 
a new member of the family. Certainly the gruelling work and the isolation 
rel ated by Philip vVelch in his diary had been replaced by a more domesticated 

acco unt of life in the Baker's letters. 
Another sign of the emergence of a 

more refi ned way of life was pictured 
in an review of the first concert given in 
Kaiapoi. The orchestra, made up of 
an enthusiastic com pany of amateur 
musicians, was conducted by Charles 
Merton, the schoolmaster from Rangiora. 
The Lyttelto11 Times reported that in the 
first few years of colonization the inhab­
itants of Kaiapoi were much coo occu­
pied with down-right hard work co give 
any thought co the humanizing influ­
ence of music. However, the paper indi­
cated that the pioneers ' first struggles 
were at an end and a share of prosperity 
had a llowed them an agreeable relaxa­
tion. The concert was held in the large 
room at the Northern Hotel which was 
filled with an attentive audience who 
heard Mr Merton 's musical friends per­
form "The Overture to Saul and Lutzow's 
Wild Chase" and other works (-14) 

Kaiapoi emerged from the ashes of 
James Baker - co11r1esy Kaiapoi JIJ11se11m the paper town of Gladstone. Although 
a small number of Gladstone settlers had formed the core of the new community 
Sewell 's entrepreneurial plans carried out by Sidey and Cookson attracted many 
livel y, hard working frontiersmen. The men, in the main , were engaged in 
sawyering. The community formed around them was a raw, largely undisciplined 

(43) The Bal:er Diary, 86/51, Kaiapoi ~luseum 
(4-l)lytre/1011 Times. 31.10.1857. p.5. 

so 

From Glads1011e to 1!,e Tow11sl,ip of Kaiapoi 

frontier settlement. The hamlet, centred on the hotels , nevertheless attracted a 
second group of settlers who were mostl y farming families . In only five years from 
1853 co 1858 a thriving community had evolved. Its character had changed from 
meeting place for sawyers co a colonial village of merchants and se rvice people 
catering for the needs of the surrounding farming pioneers . 

Cridland's survey and subsequent plan for Kaiapoi began the process of change 
for the environment. From the building of the houses and the breaking in of land 
for cultivation, co the securing of law and order and the esta blishment of a basic 
communications system, the settlers at Kaiapoi had changed the environment. 

51 



Chapter Four: 

THE WOOL AND FLOUR YEARS 1858-1868 

C
ha rl es Sidey's plans ro make Kaiapo i the commercial centre of the 
northern di stri ct were formulated on the be lief that the region would 

. produce a large woo l clip and that it would be shipped our through the port 
at Ka1apo1. 

In the early 1850's a number of small cra ft came up the ri ve r with supplies for 
th e up-country stations and settlers . The cra ft sailed our with loads of timber. 
George Day, a resident of [-Iearhcore, owned the "Flirt ", the most well known 
vessel ro pl y the ~iver i,: th e early yea rs_ of the 1850's. D ay established a reg ular 
service between Ka1 apo1 and Heathcote 111 1852 a lthough he had been making the 
Journey on request for at leastthe previous yea r. A pa yment ro Day forrhree pounds 
was made by th e church authorities in February 1851 for the transportation of 
H e nry Fletcher's baggage.(Il 

The "Fli11" and the other vesse ls provided a qui ck and safe journey for the 
settlers coming ro th e northern district. As the traffic increased on the river 
frequent ca ll s were made for the ri ve r and the bar, in parti cul ar, robe surveyed. 
In response ro such requests Torlesse ca rried out a survey in 1857. The survey 
was to focus on the difficulties caused by the character of the predominant 
Canterbury river. 

The Torlesse report noted rhar the Waimakariri was a substantial river char 
carried a large volume of water. Rain in the mountains along with snow melt caused 
the river to flood at fairl y regul ar intervals. The momh of the river was about e leven 
feet deep during high tide and the bar, which was close to the beach, was genera ll y 
smooch. Nor-easterly gales brought problems creating heavy swells from the south 
ease. This would cause a change to the entrance to the river. Flood waters from the 
river itself a lso caused changes to the entrance. Ar the rime of the survey the river 
cha_nnel was clear o_f any shoals or snags leading Torlesse ro surm ise chat any vessel 
which could negonare the bar would have nod ifficulry sailing up to Kaiapoi. It was 
essential, in the collective view of the Kaiapoi merchants , chat river navigation 

(I) ,1/aori ,l/issio11 F1111d 1851, C hurc h of the ~ lost I loly Trinity, Lyttc lcoo , Paris h Papers, 185 1. 
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shou ld be as safe as poss ible in order ro attract vesse ls ro the harbour. William 
Beswick was particul arl y keen ro have the river passage made safe. He and a 
number of other merchants proposed char a beacon be constructed at the river 
mouth so that all vesse ls would have no difficulties in navi ga ting the bar. The 

Kaiapoi Tow11ship, h11ilrli11g i11 foregro1111rl possib/1• the s111ve}'ors' ho11se - co1111esy Cn111erb111y 1'!11se11111 

Provincial Engineers were not so sure that the expense of erecting a permanent 
beacon would achieve the aim of making the river entrance safe. Consequently, 
Woollcombe, one of the engineers, recommended that an inspecror be engaged to 
check that the markers and beacons were in the right place after each fresh flood. 
This sugge tion was not taken up. Each time a ship made the journey ro Kaiapoi 
the master made the decision whether or nor to proceed across the bar and up the 
river. It was his responsibility to ensure the safety of the vessel and cargo. 

Once in the port, in the early days, the cargoes were loaded directly on and 
off the banks of the river. Without doubt this was a hazardous operation 
a lthough there were no reports of injury. The subsequent construction of wharves 
by Sidey and Cookson and Bowler made cargo handling less arduous and 
more profitable. This was evident from a report in the ly1telto11 Times during 
this period. In commenting on the 1857-58 wool season, the newspaper stated 
that the season had begun early on 14 October with a load from Marchant and 
Pohill's station at Double Corner and it was predicted that upwards of one 
thousand bales would be sh ipped through the port that season. That amou nt of 
wool cou ld be handled because of the installation of a powerful hydrau lie press on 
Cookson and Bowler's wharf. 

The wool season was important to the settlers of Kaiapoi. Wool provided 
seasona l jobs in the wool scores and ensured an injection of cash into the loca l 
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economy. I rs i mportancc was ind icared in rhe yearly reports on rhe ronnage of wool 

despatched from Kaiapoi by J.Lowrhian Wilson, who had become, in 1863, rhe 

residem reporter in rhc rown for rhe newly founded newspaper, The Press. From 

char year umil rhe harbour closed ro regular shipping Wilson included a report on 

rhe ronnage of wool hand led rhroug h rhe port. This is indicative of the significance 

of wool ro rhe area in rhis period. During rhe years char wool was king in North 

Canterbury Kaiapoi progressed favourably in comparison wirh orher Norrh 

Camerbury seulcmems. 
There was a fear in rhe middle 1850's chat rhe harbour ar Salrwarer Creek, 

orrhport, would take some ofrhe rrade from Kaiapoi. This fear was heightened 

during rhe brief period of rime char rhe Camerbury Sream Navigation Company 

was in existence. This company was founded in 1855 wirh rhe imemion of having 

a regular service between the North Camerbury ports of Kaiapoi , North port and 

Jownau. Two of rhe founding direcrors were Sidey and William Beswick. The 

company direcrors appeared ro favour Saltwater Creek over Kaiapoi although 

many of them were resident in Kaiapoi. The company purchased the steamer 

"A/111a " and she made her first visit to Kaiapoi in December 

1855. Unforwnarely before rhe service became established the "A/111a" grounded 

on the Sumner bar and was unsalvageable. The Canterbury Steam Navigation 

Company was unable ro sustain this loss and it was wound down taking with it 
the fears of the Kaiapoi resi­
dents char rheir port would 
fall our of favour wirh 
rhe shipping companies. 
Apart from rhis episode rhe 
established seulement and 
rhe consequent superior in­
frastrucwre insured char rhe 
port ar Kaiapoi was para­
mount in North Canterbury. 

Ir has been commonly 
believed chat rhe character 
of rhe seulements in Can­
terbury was predominately 
English and Anglican in na­
wre. This was nor so in 
Kaiapoi even though rhe firsr 

\Ves/~1•a11 Chard, KaiaJJoi ! 860's - ro1111esy Koia/)oi ,ll11se11m settlers were English and 

Anglican. l\fany of chose who could be viewed as rhe pioneer entrepreneurs of 

Kaiapoi and therefore mosr influential in rhe character ir assumed, were either 

Presbyterian or Wesleyan. Eicher by design or by accident rhese persons were 

involved in rhe wool trade. Sidey was a Presbyterian and ir was through his efforts 

char rhe Presbyterian church in Kaiapoi was established. The Wesleyans however, 

were more determined char rheir Presbyterian brethren. Their first services were 

held in rhe Baker's house in 1855 and continued in char venue until rhe church was 
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builr and opened in I 868 . .:rhe Wesleyan philosophy appealed ro a broader mass 

of people and in particular ro chose pioneers who rook up rhe small farms on rhe 

Island. There was no doubt char in order ro survive, these first settlers had ro lead 

independent, sober and hard working lives. These characrerisrics were affirmed 

in the work erhic embraced by rhe \Vesleyans. Along wirh rhese rather dour 

characrerisrics there was also a genuine concern for rhe well-being of rheir fellow 

citizens. This concern led a number of chose pioneers ro di charge char characrer­

isric by serving on a number public bodies. 
The physical environment created by rhe Waimakariri River required chose 

Wesleyan characteristics for rhe survival of rhe community. Despite Torlesse's 

rather favourable survey rhe Waimakariri was ro cause rhe inhabitants a grear deal 

of grief, especiall y ro chose farming on rhe Island. The river, although it had irs 

benign periods, dominated the lives of Kaiapoi residents for many years. 

During rhe first years of Pakeha settlement in the area rhe swamps and 

artendanr tributaries ofrhe Waimakariri furnished exactly rhe right conditions for 

rhe growing of rhe tall hardy flax, raupo. lr was this material char provided the 

SI Pa11/'s Presb)'lerim, Ch11rrh a11d 1111111s1• h11i/1 187./ - rou,1esy A'ai11JJoi 1l/11se11m 

rharching for many ofrhe first Pakeha buildings in rhe area. The plane also drew 

the firsr manufacturers ro rhe region. C.R.Blakisron and his parrnerC. Young builr 

the first flax mill in rhe area in 1855 and, although ir was not a success, it paved rhe 

way for rhe second wave of manufacwrers, rhe flour millers. 

Over the centuries the frequent flooding of the Waimakariri had resulted in a 

fertile soil being built up on the Island. It was apparent, even ar rhe beginning of 

European seulemem, chat rhe soil was capable of producing heavy crops. The area 

became rhe grain bowl of rhe northern district and rhe seasonal round of plaming 

and harvesting became rhe norm for many lives. The ease of growing those firsr 

crops gave rhe many small farmers in rhe district a false sense of securiry. The 
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warning signs fordifficu lcics to come wcrealrcadyapparcncwhcn Philip Welch was 

struggling to csrablish his farm. 

From che perspcccive ofrhe settlers it was the unpredictability of the weather 

and consequently ofrhe ri,·er that played a major part in the history of Kaiapoi in 

the decade from 1858 to 1868. The Waimakariri River was nor like any river that 

the settlers had ever known. Ac first it seemed to behave in the expected wa ys of 

rivers in Europe. Near its mouth it was deep, rclari, ely slow flowing and seemingly 

perfect for a river port. It was hard for the sett lers to comprehend that th is sedate 

river cou ld, in a matter of hours, be transformed into a raging flood that broke up 

great trees as if chey were march-wood and changed course apparently ac wi II. \\/hat 

was more puzzling to the colonia l mind was the fact that chere was no need for it 

to be raining in their location for the river to be in high flood. 

ln fact the river was likely to flood without warning at two crucial rimes in 

the farming year. The first of these periods was in the spring when the annual 

snow melt and the prevalence of nor-west winds dumped enormous quantities of 

water in the headwaters of the river. The resultin g freshes could, in a matter 

of hours, wipe our an entire crop. The second period was during the January­

Fe bruary harvest rime when once again the nor-west wind brought rain co the 

mountain catchment area causing floods in the lower reaches of the river. The 

Lytte/1011 Times carried a report in its issue of 20 January 1858 on extensive floods 

which coinc ided with high rides. This was the flood which swept Charles 

Dudding's ferry our to sea and destroyed his stockyards. The report makes no 

mention ofrhe damage the fresh muse have done to the nearl y mature crops bur 

it is safe to assume that if it carried away plant then it must have also destroyed 

crops.(Zl The damage that the floods did to the land increased when the settlers 

began draining che swamps. No natural sponge rem ained to absorb the extra water 

from the swollen river. 

The other natural phenomenon that the settlers found hard to cope with 

was the nor-west wind. Damage to crops was incvirablc when this wind blew. 

The Kai Tahu term for the wind is Te hau kaitakara , man eating wind, and 

that is exactly what it appeared to be. Nor on ly did it sap the vitality of the human 

inhabitants bur it also drained the land and the crops of their growth-giving 

moisture. Ar rimes the nor-west wind gave the area the appearance of a dust bowl 

with the consequent increase in the di scomfort of the settlers. In her reminis­

cences, published in The Press in 1900, Sarah Baker recalled that the nor-wesc 

wind rocked their house so vio lently at rimes that chc family felt it safer to 

sleep ourside.<3l Apart from these discomforts the wind exacerbated other damag­

ing c ircumstances and left rhe area vulnerable to fire . 

Fire was a particularly feared and a fairly common occurrence. The first great 

fire after the Pakeha arrived was in November 1859. The J,yffe/1011 Ti111es reported 

that the strong nor-west wind of the proceeding week was che cause of the fearful 

dystrucrion of property at Kaiapoi. · rhe whole of the Native Bush as well as a good 

(2) L1'ffd1011 7,mes. 20.1. 1858. 
(3) The !'ms. 2-1.12.1900. 
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proportion ofrhe Church Bush was burnt by the fire which had scarred in the north 

eastern corner of the arive Bush near the present day locanon of Woodend. By 

the next day the fire had burnt to the south-west corner of the reserve, just north 

of the Island . The wind had, by this rime, become monger and the fire had leapt 

rhe Cam River and destroyed Ruataniwha, the pa nearest to Kaiapoi. On the third 

day the wind had changed direction to blow from the south and the Chur;~ Bush 

on rhe eastern side of the Cam, north to Woodend, was also destroyed. l welve 

houses and many yards of sawn timber and firewood were razed. It was estimated 

that approximate ly twenty thousand pounds wonh of timber was desrroyed. <-11 

This fire was disastrous for severa l reasons. Its 1mmed1ace effects were to wipe 

out complete ly the economic basis of the Kaiapoi region for the _Kai Tahu ,and to 

hasten rhe end of the timber ind usrry. The land reserved to the Kai Tahu at Ka1apo1 

was not extensive enough to a ll ow them to support themselves by farming. Prior 

to the 1859 fire the land was covered with a valuable timber resource. The Kai 

Tahu had, by a combination of leas ing the land to the Pakeha, and by milling the 

timber, managed to sustain themselves. With the destruction of so_ many fellable 

trees not only did the Kai Tahu lose their last viable economic acr1v1ry bur also the 

Pakeha timber-based industries were simi lar ly laid waste. 

The long term effects of the 1859 fire were more subtle in their influence on 

the environment. The loss of so man y trees at one rime meant that the natural 

absorbrion rate of rain was diminished. The district was thereafter prone to more 

severe surface flooding than before the fire had occurred. The b_ush _ had also 

moderated rhe effect of the nor-west wind and with that moderacmg mfluence 

go ne ways and means had to be found to cope with the wind's destructive potential 

on farming. lr was nor long before! the settlers were devor111g their energies to the 

estab li shment of shelter belts for their animals as well as for their crops. The 

landscape as the Bakers had noted in their letter became _more English w~rh the 

planting of exotic trees. This was facilitated by the establishment of the Ka1apo1 

Nursery run by L. R.Sh eeres. An advertisement in rheLytte/1011 Times of 1857 noted 

chat the nursery had in stock, fruit and forest trees; shrubs, apples, pears, cherries, 

plums, apricots and peaches; thorns and briars and English and Cape brooms for 

hedges. (Sl Sheeres' nursery had a ready market for these planes espec,1ally after the 

great 1859 fire. The flax, toi-toi and rail grasses of Charlotte Godley s descnpnon 

had gone forever. . 

Floods, wind and fire were nor the only problems fac111g the farmers of the 

Kaiapoi cliscricr in those first years. Parr ofche farmers' lot in the pioneer clays was 

an acceptance of loss of a proportion of their crops due to msecr, bird and fungus 

arrack. The loss clue to ruse was serious. A fungal disease which, 1flefr unchecked, 

rust is capab le of destroying a whole crop. The only method of contro l the pioneer 

farmer had at his disposal was to fire the stubb le at the e ncl of the harvest so that 

the fungus was destroyed. nfortunarely if the fun_gus w_as on the grain,_ it was 

unable to be destroyed by this method and so the grain carried the cause of1ts own 

(-1 ) Ly11d1011 fo11es, I 9. I 0. 1859. 

(5) /,_1•11e/1011 Times. 7.6. 1857. 
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destruction into the following season. It was vital for farmers to keep storage areas 

clean in order to prevent the spread of ru c. !any people taking up farming were 

inexperienced in hygienic farming methods leading to rust becoming a prevalent 

pest. 
The liberation of the house sparrow in the 1860's by acclimatisation societies 

to control crop damaging insects unleashed an even bigger problem for the farmers. 

The comparatively mild wincers and the abundant food supply ensured a rapid 

increase in the numbers of sparrows. As sparrows are both territorial and gregarious 

they are able to inflict enormous damage on grain crops. Barely fifteen years after 

their liberation the government passed, in 1882, The Small Birds Nuisance Ace 

which allowed the destruction of both the birds and their eggs. Sparrow numbers 

were already ouc of control, the 1882 Act and subsequenc measures were never able 

to concain the damage that grain farmers sustained from bird attack. 

The other difficulcy was an acuce shortage of labour especially in chelate 1850s 

and early 60s. l\lany men left the area to find fortune, if not fame, on the various 

go ld fields in Australia and New Zealand The fledgling agricultural industry had 

a number of schemes to attract labour, especially from Australia and also from 

England, to boosc the numbers available for work on farms. These schemes were 

not successful and farmers were forced co compete with each other to secure the 

labour they needed. This in turn initiated an upward spiral of wages. There was 

such a shortage of labourers that even the attraction of high wages and other 

incentives such as a supply of free beer could not secure labour for many farms. The 

farmers were unable to harvesc their crops and therefore faced ruin. If the crops 

were harvested, then farmers often found thac there was a glue of grain on the local 

market and consequently the prices were very low. Abandonment of farms 

by farmers for a ll of these reasons was not uncommon . 

Those farmers who managed to surmount che problems of rust, bird attack, 

labour shortage and the low market prices for their crops had a further difficulty to 

overcome. There was a lack of good agricultural machinery and the animals 

necessary to pull ic. Those ploughs chat were available were wooden and had a 

single furrow. Sarah Baker described the planting and harvesting by her family of 

what was to be the first grain crop on the Island. James Baker rented the run on the 

Island until the end of 1858 when he gave it up. In his first season there, he planted 

thirteen acres of oat seed for which he paid twenty shillings a bushel. The 

ploughing and harrowing was clone with wooden implements pulled by bullocks. 

'T'he crop was harvested by hand using a reap-hook and threshed, again by hand, 

using a fail.(6J Obviously such methods were both inefficient and onerous. 

Ar a time of such apparent need, one of Kaiapoi 's most important early trades­

men arrived. Joseph Keetley arrived in Canterbury on the "Jllysle1J'" in IV!arch 1859. 

He came with his wife, Alice and their five children, Harry, Elizabeth, Harriet, 

Sarah and Thomas as well as the children's nurse Ruch Smith. Keetley had been 

trained in foundry work and in blacksmithing in England and it is reasonable to 

assume that Kaiapoi was attractive co him because of its reputation as a farming 

(h) The Pms. 24 . I 2. I 900. 
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Joseph Keerle1• - ro11rtesy Kr1i(lpni Sarai, Keerley. I.N. Eagle, Kr,ir,poi, 7'0111 Keerley, 1'0/p1111 a11rl C!r,rh, 

1lfllse11111 phorogmpher- ro1111esy A"aiapoi Rr111giom. photogmphers, - ro11rresy 

,l/11se11111 Kainpoi ,l/11se11111 

area. The first advertisement for his business was published in the Lytte/1011 Times 

on 24 August 1859. It informed the public tharJoseph Keetley had set up as a smith 

and repairer of all sores of agricultural implements, plough harrows, scarifliers, corn 

and turnip drills. In the advertisement Keetley recorded that he would pay 

particular attention to shoeing and blacksmithing. His address was given as Piraki 

(sic) Street, Island, Kaiapoi. It becomes obvious chat his ironmongering skills were 

needed. According to the reminiscences of Harriet (Mrs T.1-lassall), Keetley had 

helped make the first iron plough which was exhibited at che London Exhibition 

in 1851. 
Keetley was indeed the right man at the right time for the development of 

Kaiapoi. His interest in agricultural implements increased over the years. This was 

particularly so with che growth of ploughing as a sport and the interest in exhibiting 

the very latest implements at the various Agricultural and Pastoral Shows. 

The Britannia Foundry, as Keetley's business came co be known, turned out 

high quality agricultural implements. Ar that time there were two styles of ploughs. 

One was known as che swing plough. It was so named because the plough 

relied on a number of chains attached to the front end to swing the plough around 

when a change of direction was required. The other scyle had a wheel at the 

front encl which allowed for a change in direction. Although Keetley manufactured 

both styles he preferred the wheeled plough as it had more stability and a 

greater accuracy. As che wheeled plough already had stability it was probably not 

a great step to add another ploughshare and moldboard to the unit co make a 

double furrowed plough. Keerley had developed chis most famous of his imple­

ments by 1867. le is not difficult to appreciate the difference that rhe two-furrow 

plough made to the task of ploughing. Two furrows halved the time 
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needed to complete the work and it made the art of ploughing much more accurate. 

This technological breakthrough also opened the way for further development 

and refinements of agriculrnral imp lements. Keetley himself had put together 

a three-furrow plough by 1869. Joseph Keetley very rarely put his name on 

his ploughs and this habit has created a difficulty when tracing the development 

of his ploughs. His rivals, especially James Anderson who was also a blacksmith in 

Kaiapoi, copied his developments but unlike Keetley, Anderson named his 

ploughs. The rivalry between Keetley and Anderson was documented in angry 

letters between them in letters to the editor column in the Lytte/1011 Times in 1861. 

Keetley enjoyed success with his ploughs both in ploughing matches and at 

agricultural shows for a number of yea rs. Expert ploughmen were convinced 

that the Keetley ploughs om-performed ploughs imported from England and this 

preference for the local product saw the price of imported ploughs fall by 

abom a third. William Plaskett, Sarah Keetley's husband , was Keetley 's chief 

ploughman. The 1867 Kai apoi ploughing match was a triumph for the Kectley 

ploughs. Plaskett won the championship and out of the eighteen placed men, 

ten were using Keetley ploughs. I-Jarry Keetley won the boys' match. 

The Britannia Foundry, positioned on the corner of Peraki and Fuller Streets, 

gave Kaiapoi a land mark th at is still known as Keetley's Corner. At its height 

the foundry employed abo ut twenty- eight men and had six forges. There were 

times in the early sixties however, when it was the Keetlcy daughters that kept the 

foundry working. The Ota go gold rushes caused the shortage of labour atthis time. 

Keetley, as had the farmers before him, had the worry of not only a shortage of 

labour but also the necessity for the pay ment of high wages in order to both attract 

and keep his labourers. It was not, therefore, an uncommon sight to see Harriet and 

Sarah with their sleeves rolled up helping in the foundry. From his arrival in 1859 

to his death in 1875 Joseph Keetley worked tirelessl y in his business. Although it 

can be said that his foundry was the first Kaiapoi business to have an influence on 

the wider Canterbury economy and to some degree on the New Zealand economy, 

Keetley's business was essentially a local one. 

Another settler important to the development of Kaiapoi became established 

in Canterbury in the mid 1850's. On his arrival Richard Woodford purchased 

R.S.37-+, one ofTorlesse's selections, for three hundred pounds. The section was 

crucial to Woodford 's plans as it contained a good mill site on the junction of the 

Ohoka Stream and the orth Branch of the Waimakariri . Like Blakisron and Young 

before him Woodford was drawn co the area because of its reputed potential. 

Whereas it had been the native flax that had drawn the former, the exotic grain 

crops were what attracted Woodford. Since James Baker's first oat harvest many 

new settlers had followed his lead by diversifying into wheat and barley as well as 

planting oats. Wood ford's decision to build a mill was, nevertheless, surprising in 

view of the fact that in 1857 there was the beginning of a glut on the local grain 

market. However his judgement of the sirnation was to have even more far reaching 

effects on the development of Kaiapoi than Keetley and his foundry. Wood ford 's 

first mill and another one built in the early sixties by Donald Coutts were water 

driven but by 1867 steam technology had been adopted by the innovative Richard 
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Woodford. He built a large steam driven mill on the river bank in Charles Street. 

It was a three story building elevated on piles co keep it above the flood level of 

the river. These mills, like the foundry, gave the Kaiapoi area a wider economic 

base. Kaiapoi-milled flour was found throughout the settlement but more th an 

this, continuing in the tradition of the timber mills, it gave the a rea an specific 

identification as a milling area. 
Wood ford's enterprise of 1857 encouraged other businesses co locate in Kaiapoi. 

In November 1858 the Kaiapoi brewery operated by H.Jaggar opened for business. 

It drew on local supplies of barley for its product. The XXX ale wa advertised for 

sale at three shillings per ga llon t nd the XX ale sold for two shillings and six pence 

per gallon. As well as these specifically local businesses there were all the usual 

enterprises that go to make up a viable local economy. There were builders, the 

most well known of whom were Henry Jones and William Hammett, butchers, 

general scores, a brick kiln, milliners and dressmakers, all of whom were needed 

for a healthy local economy. 
A letter co the Lyttelton Times dated -+ August 1858, an nou need with some pride 

the fact that the sailing of the "Uira" from Kaiapoi co Wellingcon was a new era in 

progress. It was confidently predicted that it would only be a matter of time until 

Kaiapoi was declared a port of entry. vVilliam Beswick reported that Cookson and 

Bowler were willing co build a bond score. This request a long with the desire co 

have \Vhite 's bridge declared coll free signalled a change in the attirnde of the 
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settlers. No longer were the settlers con­

cerned with the struggle co establish them­
selves. Theywereconcentratingon build­

ing a strong and viable community that 

was co sustain their descendents as well 

as providing a better life than they had 

experienced on their arrival. 
Prosperity also encouraged the establish­

ment of clubs and societies that catered 

for the leisure time of the settlers. The 

edifice known as the As embly Rooms, 

bu i It on Charles Street in 1859, was one of 

the largest buildings in the settlement. Its 

establishment meant that uch diverse 

activities as balls and banquets, public 

meetings and concerts could be held in 

relatively comfortable and spacious quar­

ters . In July 1859 two public meetings 

were held in the Assembly Rooms co es­

tablish a 1\lusical Society. At the meeting 

held on 25 July a committee was ap­

pointed co manage the affairs of the soci­

ety which was co be known as the Kaiapoi 

Philharmonic Society. James Wylde was 
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elected chairman. Wylde who had arrived in Kaiapoi in the mid 1850's, had worked 

as an engineer on railway projects in Scotland and water schemes in Denmark. In 

Kaiapoi he worked firstly as a sawyer in the Ohoka Bush and then after the purchase 

of land he became the town's first land and stock agent. He held regular stock 

auctions in the stock yards attached to the local hotels and from the money he made 

he was ab le to finance the building of a "memnonium" in Charles St, where no 

doubt he hoped the Philharmonic Society would perform. 

The Philharmonic Society's first treasurer was Fuller with George Hewlings as 

secrecary. l\Ir Jennings was to be appointed conductor as soon as fifty members had 

been enrolled.(7) 
In that same month another public meeting had convened to discuss the choice 

of a horse racecourse and a time for a meeting. The Lytte/1011 Times reported on 18 

December 1859 that a race meeting had taken place on Wednesday, 7 December 

1859. The day was fine, the company numerous, and notwithstanding a few 

accide nts, the sport satisfacto1y. The swampy ground was the cause of the 

K"i"poi; Jlr & Mrs Nom11111 {11/r/ rhilrl 0111sirle their home, K"i"poi lslr111rl, /863, showing" typiml frm11 

house of the period - co1111esy Cr111terb111y 1'!11se11111 

accidents. The report added some colour by stressing that the ground was posi­

tively dangerous to man and beast. 

The most important society to be formed in the decade of 1858 to 1868 was the 

Mandeville Farmers' Club. The club was established in response to a motion by 

(7) Ly11r/1011 Times, I 0.8. 185 7. 
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Coutts at a meeting of Kaiapoi farmers in o,·ember 1860. The c lub had a threefold 

purpose. Firstly it had what could be termed a technical role. The members, under 

the chairmanship of Dr Charles Dudley, discussed the latest methods of farming 

and shared innovative ideas. The problems of farming as well as possible so lutions 

could be discussed at these meetings. Secondly it had a political rurposc. The 

farmers, by combining their voices in the club, could have their grie\'ances, their 

worries and their solutions to the problems heard at the local and pro\'inc ial 

political levels. Through the club the farmers rressed for better roads and drainage 

systems in the area . !\!any of the office bearers in the club also served on the loca l 

councils and road boards as well as winning seats in the provincial legislature . 

Thirdly, and probabl y most importantly for the majority of members and their 

families, it had a social role. The club organised agricultural shows and ploughing 

matches. The ploughing matches in particular gave the district a social focus and 

provided a showcase for local ingenuity. 

In the same way as the farmers organised themselves into a formal society to 

promote their communal concerns the townsfolk were beginning to recogni ze that 

Kaiapoi needed its own local governing body. Under a Provincial Government 

Ordinance local communities were ab le to form road boards to cake responsibility 

for the roacling in each local area. A road board was empowered to levy the residents 

in its district a rate for the forming of new roads as well as the maintenan ce of 

existing roads. The residents of Kaiaroi saw the formation of a road board in their 

area as a way of gaining jurisdiction over matters they felt were being shelved by 

the Provincial authorities. Since the late l850' s the citizens had been pressing the 

authorities to have White's bridge declared tol I free They were sure that the money 

gathered through the tolls was not being spent in the area. One of the ad\'ancages 

seen by the Kaiapoi residents in a road board would be that the v could decide for 

themselves how the toll money was spent. · 

The proclamation allowing the formation of a road board unde r the Road 

Districts Ordinance Act 1863 for the town ofKaiapoi was publi shed in the LJ1ttelto11 

Times on 16 January 1864. A public meeting to form the road board was held in the 

Kaiapoi Hotel on 25 January 1864. The chair was ea ken by l\l r Charles Duel ley, the 

son of Dr Dudley, who explained that the meeting had been called for the electors 

to propose and vote for the road board. l\lessrs C. Dudley, \V.C.Beswick, 

J.S.White, G .C.Black, G.F.Hewlings and G.F.Day were proposed and seconded 

by a show of hands. In almost a parody of the democratic process a discussion then 

arose as to the correctness of the decision. le was decided to start again and this time 

to elect the road board by secret ballot. In the opinions of those men who had 

already been nominated the result of the ballot was surprising. The Revere nd 

William Willock was elected chairman of a five member board. The other four 

members were W.C. Beswick, Dr Charles Dudley, George Hewlings and George 

Day. After the vote had been taken James Wylde who was a member of the 

Provincial Government urged the Board to communicate immediately with the 

government to put matters into working trim. (8) 

(8) /.y11elto11 Times, 28. 1.1864. 
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The newly elected Kaiapoi Road Board took this advice to heart and at a special 

meeting held on 28 January the Board resolved to ask the Provincial Council for 

the five hundred pound grant that had been voted to the Kaiapoi District by the 

T/J,, Re'i..'. \\ 'illi11111 \\ "i//od -fir.rl Chain111111 of 1he 

Kaiapoi Rood Boord - ro11r1esy Kair,poi ,lillse11111 

house for the toll co llector to live in. 

Council in September 1863. l\lore impor­

tantly, the Board decided to ask the Pro­

vincial Council for the possession of the 

swing bridge subject to the proviso that 

the Council pay for the upgrading of the 

bridge. At the second meeting the Board 

appointed Fuller as its treasurer/clerk for 

a salary of twenty-four pounds a year. One 

of the tasks the Board was charged with 

and which was overseen by Fuller, was 

the drawing up a roll of ratepayers and the 

collection of the road rates. This was the 

first time a roll of ratepayers had been 

drawn up for Kaiapoi. 
The Provincial Council was willing to 

hand over the bridge to the Kaiapoi Road 

Board. The Board appointed, on a tempo­

rary basis, a man called Al ridge to collect 

the tolls. After a couple weeks the Board 

appointed a permanent toll-collector, 

Richard Allen, at a wage of two pounds a 

week. The Board also decided to buy a 

The Kaiapoi Road Board set up a local bureaucracy that made it easier for the 

loca l people to cake responsibility for the governing of their own community. 

The Board was concerned in the early months of its existence with the state of the 

roads and footpaths in its dis trice. However, under the direction of its chairman, the 

board began to assume a more socially conscious role. In September 1864 the Board 

held a specia l meeting to authorise the chairman to approach the government in 

conjunction with the local !\!ember of Parliament, William "Cabbage" Wilson , to 

request money to relieve the distress of some families in the district. It was reported 

that many people were close to sta rvation. This approach to the government was 

successful. The Board received one hundred and twenty-five pounds and this 

allowed it to employ extra men under the supervision of the ganger, Mr Davis. 

Despite the wider role that the Kaiapoi Road Board was assuming the residents 

were not satisfied with limited powers that it had. In September 1864 a public 

meeting was held at the Kaiapoi Hotel to debate the possibility of having Kaiapoi 

proclaimed a municipality. The ubiquitous Dr Dudley was in the chair. The 

meeting was addressed by William Wilson who explained the necessary steps that 

the community would be required to take to have their town declared a munici­

pal icy under the Municipal Council Ordinance. Wilson presented the meeting 

with a petition to the Superintendent which, he explained, would have to be signed 
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by one hundred people in order to have the government decl are Kaiapoi a 

municipality. After chat had been done the residents would have to choose nine 

persons to become councillors. Those nine would then select a chairman who 

would then sec up a sub-committee to frame an Ordinance suitable for the needs 

of the town of Kaiapoi. Wilson told the meeting that numerous advantages would 

accrue to the town ifit became a municipality. He cited the example ofChristch urch 

which since becoming a municipality had been able, underthegoocl management 

of its co uncillors, to form and macadamise its roads with a consequent rise in 

property values. Wilson was convinced that the same would happen in Kaiapoi 

which had the added advantage of a rich agricultural hinterland and one of the best 

navigable rivers in ew Zealand running throu gh its centre. Wilson 's advice had 

about it an air of authenticity. He had been elected a Provincial Council l\ I ember 

for Kaiapoi in 1864, ahead of both William Beswick and Fuller, as well as being the 

first elected l\layo r of Christchurch. 
Wilson's resolution to circulate the petition was adopted by the meeting. 

During the course of the discussion concern was expres eel that the change might 

mean a rise in the rates. Wilson thought that the shilling currently charged by the 

Kaiapoi Road Board would be sufficient for the l\lunicipal Council. It was also 

acknowledged that the Road Board was not able to address such problems as the 

provision of a fire engine and the installation of a sanitary service. As the numbers 

of people increased in the district these concerns would assume more urgency. 

The meeting was convinced that the sooner chat Kaiapoi was declared a municipal­

ity the better off the citizenry would be. (9) 

Dr C. D11tlley - co111"/esy Kaiopoi ,\illse11111 

The petition attained the requisite 

number of signatures and the Superintend­

ent declared Kaiapoi a municipality. The 

first meeting of the l\lunicipal Council was 

held in the Kaiapoi Hotel on 1 December 

1864. Dr Dudley was elected chairman of a 

seven man council. The seven were G.C. 

Black. W.C.Beswick, G.F.Day, A.A.Dobbs, 

G.F.Hewlings, E.A.Lock, A Weston, and 

J .T. Win terbou rne. 
With the advent of the Municipal Coun­

cil the Road Board was no longer needed. 

The last recorded meeting of the Kaiapoi 

Road Board wa held on -+ January 1865. It 

was resolved that the coils from the swing 

bridge were co be assigned co the l\lunicipal 

Council and that the Board would meet again 

on 10 January. At a previous meeting the 

Board had decided to wind up its affairs at the4 January meeting. le is unclear why 

it decided co meet again. The last minutes of the Kaiapoi Road Board have 

(9) Thr Prm, 5.9. 1864. 
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remained unconfirmed. For jusc over a year the Kaiapoi Road Board atcempced co 

fulfil the role of a local council and it provided valuable experience and public 

recognition for che men who served on it. Alchough ics exiscence was of a shore 

duracion, without it the community would have been slower in recognising their 

need for a more comprehensive form of local government. 

There was a smooch cransicion of governance from the Road Board co the 

Municipal Council. This was probably so because four ofche eight members of che 

Council had also served on the Road Board. 

Despite the airof confidence about the escablishmenr ofche J\lunicipal Council 

che council was born under the shadow of large scale unemploymem. The Road 

Board had attempted co solve some of che problems in Sepcember 1864 bm at 

best this was only a scop-gap measure. As well as the requesc from the Road Board, 

the Provincial Council had also received a petition from a meeting of unemployed 

men requesting the immedi ace scare of special work cutting drains on the 

main roads through the swamps. It was choughc that if this was done the land­

holders could fence off cheir land and bring ic under cultivation thus employing 

more men. The meeting also requesced chat immigration be scopped in the 

meam1me. 
The Provincial Superintendem, Willi am Rollescon, inscicuced a commission 

of enquiry inco che situation. The commissioners found chat there were cases 

of genuine need among the labourers in Kaiapoi and chac work was needed co 

allay che presem discomenc. The Road Board, with ics one hundred and 

cwenry-five pound granc, had decided chac ic would pa y a maximum of five shillings 

a day co che labourers employed on ics work schemes. The unemployed, led by 

John Elliot, decided at a public meeting held in Whice's music hall that 

a fair wage in che cown area would be seven shi Iii ngs per day and eighc shillings per 

day in che district. The Reverend Willock, chairman of the Road Board reported 

thac although he did not wane lower che wages, he was constrained by 

the demands of the Provincial Governmenc. This answer was unacceptable co che 

men and so chey wem on strike. However Rollescon chreacened rn call in 

comraccors rn metal Fuller Screec and so che labourers did nm have any choice but 

co accept che lower wage race. 
A further public meecing was held on 6 ovember 186-t. The unemployed 

heard a speech from Richard Woodford who rnld chem chac it was the flow 

of immigration over the previous two years which was the cause of cheir plight. 

His solmion was, for chose affected, co vote for men who were inclined co 

their cause. Woodford was sure chat the Provincial Government only voced money 

co ics friends. The forthcoming Kaiapoi municipal eleccion was an opportunity, 

in Woodord's view, for the unemployed co vote for sympathetic candidates. 

The response of che Road Board rn this meeting was minuted at a special mee­

ting held on 18 November. le was decided co instruct each ganger rn employ 

only cwelve men all of whom were co be married men with families resident in 

Kaiapoi. The gangers were also direcced rn read co the men a resolution from 

the Road Board celling chem chat the disconcent among che labourers in Kaia­

poi was attribmable co the dangerous counsel and insidious advice from John 
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Elliot. Elliot denied chis vehemently, indicacing chac he was in Chrisc­

church during che strike and chac he had rnld the workers rn return rn work, which 

they did . 
After the J\I unicipal elections che disconcent among che labourers seemed co 

dissipate. Three of the men elected co che council could have had stronger links 

with che unemployed chan the ochers who were elected. They were E.A.Lock, 

A.Wescon and J.Wincerbournc. Although he owned land around che site of che 

presem day freezing works Lock did noc appear rn have any other assecs. Alfred 

Wesrnn had been in che district since he had been employed by Torlesse during 

the survey of che area. He had cried several jobs and lost mosc of what he had owned 

during the great 1859 fire . Wimerbourne was a turner and was also likely rn have 

suffered during che labour croubles of I 86-t. The ocher members of the Council 

were well established men and were probably less inclined rn be sympathetic 

rnwards che unemployed labourers. 
The new 1lunicipal Council needed co employ a clerk. When applications 

closed on 28 December chere were twelve candidaces and it was necessary rn hold 

cwo ballots. On chc second ballot Charles Edward Dudley, Or Dudley 's son, was 

voced rn the posicion. I-li s salary was co be ac a race of sevemy-five pounds for che 

first three months and chereafcer at a rate of one hundred pounds a year. 

In Ja nuary 1865 che Council decided co sink a n artesian well on the 

ferry reserve in Charles Screec and rn place a bell ac the bridge which was rn be rung 

acscaced hours . The bell was purchased, at his own expense, by William Wilson and 

presenced co che Council. The Municipal Council chus starced che cradicion chat 

is scill evidem in Kaiapoi coday when che hour is chimed. By April the new 

ratepayers roll had been compleced and the races were sec at chc old Road Board 

race of one shilling in chc pound. The Council stipulated chat the races were co be 

paid in cwo instalments in June and September. 

The most exciting social event in Kaiapoi during the time of the Municipal 

Council was che visit of Governor Grey in 1867. The Municipal Council applied 

for and was granted fifty pounds from the Provincial Council rn emercain the 

Governor. The Council planned rn present Grey with an illuminated address and 

rn entertain him at a reception. The Oram Brothers provided the food at cen 

shillings a head for Pakeha and five shillings a head for Maori. 

If Kaiapoi's leaders saw the visit of the Governor as confirming their status 

as a community, the Maori population of the district saw his visic as an opporcunicy 

rn have a number of grievances addressed. They wished rn have their burial ground 

on che orch Road excended. This, ic was felc, would be an easy mauer rn reccify 

as crown land bounded the cemecery. The Kai Tuahuriri also wished co gain the 

right co sell off a portion of their land co create a right of way for those living along 

their boundary. At the time those living in the vicinity had co pass over Kai 

Tuahuriri land in order to reach the road. In addition, a request was made for a road 

co be formed by che governmem from a poim on che Norch Road jusc past Waicuere 

co Tuahiwi and on rn che seccions on che Rangiora road. The petitioners assured 

che Governor chac the road would be open to Pakeha as well as Maori. The mosc 

imporc-anc request was from a number of individuals who wamed to have parcels 
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of land granted ro chem as they no longer wished ro work the land in a communal 

fashion. 
These requests for what appeared ro be special treatment for Kai Tuahuriri 

added ro the number of small irritations felt between the two races in the Kaiapoi 

district. In the first few years of Pake ha settlement there was fairly regular contact 

between the rwo peoples. However with the growth of numbers of Pakeha in 

subsequent years this contact began ro lessen. By the middle sixties rwo farming 

problems served ro strain the relationship. 
Firstly, there was the thistle problem. After the bush was de rroyed by the 1859 

fire the land became a fertile area for man y varieties of weeds. Thistles were 

the most vigorous of these and very quickly reached epidemic proportions. The 

only method of eradication was by grubbing the individual plants our. 

The provincial authorities set up an inspecrorate of thistles. Each district had its 

own inspecror and during the thistle season over the spring and summer the 

inspecrors would travel from property ro property to ensure that each land holder 

had done his best in grubbing out all ofrhe thistles on his land. Those landholders 

who failed to heed the warnings of the inspectors could be prosecuted for 

breaching the thistle regul ations. The l\laori reserve at Kaiapoi pose d a problem 

for the inspecrors. Although the land was held under individual title it was most 

often worked by a family gro up. These groups did nor necessarily include the 

owner. It was therefore often quire difficult for the thistle inspector to serve a 

notice on the landowner. The Pakeha neighbours ofrhe Maori reserve land had the 

feeling char the Maori landowners were able to get away with non-compliance of 

the thistle regulations. 
The second farming problem gave rise ro similar suspicions. In 1861 there was 

an outbreak of pleura-pneumonia in cattle in Ocago. This was a contagious and in 

those days, if left, a fatal disease. The Canterbury Provincial Government moved 

quickly ro prevent the spread of the ailment into its region. It forbade the 

importation of ca ttle from Ocago. Unfortunately even this stringent measure did 

nor prevent rh e disease occurring in Canterbury. Carrie from Nelson brought the 

illness to Canterbury. The Government's next approach was rn try to confine it to 

the areas of its first outbreak. Farmers were nor allowed to move cattle char might 

have been in contact with infected cattle. All infected cattle were ro be slaugh­

tered. A number of farms became quarantine areas including some of the Maori 

Reserve. This meant char canle char had , or were suspected of having had, contact 

with infected canle were moved to these quarantine farms. The Maori farmers 

objected strongly to their land being used as a quarantine station because it meant 

that their canle were in imminent danger of catching the malady. Like the thistle 

outbreak the pleura-pneumonia outbreak raised suspicions between the races. 

This rime it was the Maori whose suspicions were arou ed as ro the intentions of 

the Pakeha. A lener wrinen ro the Provincial Secretary in June 1868 by Wi Naihira, 

Henare Peri ta, Paria Turakaucahi, Honai Tau and six others outlined the fears of 

the Jaori farmers about the disease. They explained char in their view the 

whiremen had brought the disease to their land. On the discovery of the disease 

the Pakeha had nor removed the cattle to their own land. If the ailment had 
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originated among their cattle, the l\Jaori , the petitioners, wrote, would have 

discovered some diffusion of herbs char would have cured the canle. 

"The Pakeha has brought this disease here and ought ro 

provide us with a remedy for it or pay for our canle when 

killed (by order of the Inspector). \Ve have never heard 

before of animals being killed because disease has at­

tacked them and char is why we ask to be paid for chem. ''(10) 

The req uesr was refused. 
These differences between the races were, as a general rule, minor ones bur 

they did nevertheless confirm wariness of the other's culture. In practical terms 

this meant that there was only limited contact between the rwo communities. 

When contact did cake place it was usuall y on a personal level and at public 

celebrations when the Maori community would be asked to perform and/or put 

down a hangi. 
Ar this time one Pakeha was seen by his fellows as speaking for the Maori. He 

was the Reverend James Stack. I-le had been appointed ro the l\laori people as 

their missioner by Bishop Harper in 1859. Over the years Stack became the 

intermediary through whom the Kaiapoi l\laori, in particular, put their grievances. 

Stack also acted on behalf of laori living elsewhere in the province. This 

arrangement was nor always beneficial to the Maori as Stack would sometimes put 

The Reverend Cr11to11 J. \V. Str,d, I 9 I 9 -

1·01111esy Co111erb111)' ,l/11se11111 

his own interpretation on events which would 

then resu lt in a lesser response from the 
authorities than the laori petitioners ex­

pected. This probably added to their slowly 

growing sense of frustration. 
However Stack did actively pursue the 

case for the education of Maori children. I-le 

pushed to establish a model boarding school 

at Tuahiwi ro which children from all the 

Maori senlements in the South ls land would 

be sent. The curriculum as well as covering 
reading, wriringand arithmetic was designed 

to reach the boys farming methods and the 

girls how ro housekeep and look after chil­

dren. Through cajoling both the church 

authorities and the central government for 

funds for the school Stack managed ro open it 
in 1865. Lamentably for Stack the school was 

nor an overwhelming success . laori parents 

were cautious about an establishment which 

rook over the discipline of their children and 

expected them ro pay for it. The school ran 

for only five years until 1870 when it was destroyed by fire. 

( I 0) Naihira, \Vi and other, ro the Provincial Sccrcrary, 26.6. 1868. (trans lat ion James Stack) 
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The Pakeha had no such qualms. They were keen to have their children 

educated. Jan y schools opened in Kaiapoi in the decade 1858- 68. In 1858 the 

Misses Andrews had opened a school for ladies at Kaiapoi to which they hoped that 

pupils from all over Canterbury and neighbouring provinces would be sent. 
Jane Andrews had been the gove rness to the children of the Superintendent of 

Wellington and Captain Simeon in Lyttelton. In January 1857 she had opened a 

school for girls in Lyttelton with her sister Fanny. Fanny, l'vlrs Louisa Andrews and 

possibly a third sister Georgiana had arrived in Lyttelton in December 1856. It is 

possible chat Jane and Fanny Andrews saw Kaiapoi as a more central location in the 
growing colony, than L yccelton and chat is why they moved there. Their school, 

Ja11e t\11dreru•s - co1111esy Kairipoi ,lluseit111 F111111_v A11drru!-1S · ro11rlesy K11i11poi ,l/11se11111 

Langstone, was situated on Raven quay. It offered a good English education and 

board as well as extras of music and drawing. 
The Anglican Church opened its school in Hilton Street in 1859. Its most well 

known master was John latthews. He was appointed master in 1862 and re­

mained in the job until the school was superseded by the opening of the new 

Kaiapoi Borough School in 187-t. John M atthews had applied for the headmaster­

ship of chi school but the School Committee preferred Edward Rayner a 

university graduate who had recently arrived from England. i\lany of the resid­

ents felt let down by this decision. Matthews however took over the mastership of 
the Kaiapoi lsland orth School which was lacer renamed Clarkvi ll e School. For 

man y yea rs after the closing of the Anglican school the ex-pupil held reunions 

which testified to the strong spirit of loyalty thatJohn i\latthews engendered in his 

pupils. 
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The Presbyterians opened their Kaiapoi school in 1860 under the mastership 

ofl'vI r Gunn. It lasted only six years but it was not as short lived as the first Roman 

Catholic school which opened in 1867 and closed in 1868. The Wesleyans opened 

a school with their church in 1860. Over the first three yea rs of its operation the 

opening roll doubled from twenty to forty-one. The first master was Thomas 

Veysey. All the church schools with the exception of the Presbyterian school 

Jol,11 ,l/a11heru•s - co1111esy Kr,iapoi ,ll11se11111 

catered for both boys and girls. 
Adult education was not neglected. In 

i\Iarch 186-t a public meeting was held at the 
Pier Hotel to consider a scheme to build a 
Mechanics Instiwte with a reading room and 
a library. The notion had been proposed six 
months earlier bm the plan had been delayed 
because of uncertainties overt he site. In July 
Beswick wrote to the Provincial Secretary for 
a grant of money to pay for a section which the 
i\ lechanics lnsciwce had nominally purchased 
from John Macfarlane. The Provincial Sec­
retary thought chat the sum of two hundred 
and fifty pounds was coo expensive. 
i\ I acFarlane was persuaded to accept the lower 
price of one hundred pounds and so building 
was able to be commenced. It was opened in 
1866 and i\latthews was appointed librarian . 
The books were obtained second hand from 
Hookham's Library in London . The local 

papers were kept in the reading room and from time to time there were complaints 
from the Institute about the sta te that the reading room was left in by those using 

it. The i\lechanics Inscicme a lso arranged public lectures and concerts. 
Kaiapoi was not isolated from the rest of ew Zealand in this decade. 1860 

saw the beginning of the Land Wars in Taranaki and the settlers in Kaiapoi viewed 

this development with some concern. In a family letter dared 25 May 1860 

the Bakers told of a disturbance in the North. 
"The Governor has begun war with chem (the Taranaki 
i\laori) and up to the last account there were about one 
hundred natives killed but only two sailors from our man­
of-war were killed in one battle, but the Governor has got 
force enough to put chem clown and we are awaiting very 
anxiously for news from there . The natives are very peace­

able in this Isl and and very few in number so there is no fear 

of them here." (11) 

Despite the Bakers ' confident assertion about the disposition of the Somh 

Island some Kaiapoi residents were sufficiently alarmed by the sirnacion in the 

( 11) Thr Bider Di11ry, 86/51, Kaiapoi ~luscum. 
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North Island co embrace, with some enthusiasm, the estab li shment of the Vo lun­

teers in the district. The Volunteer Force was the forerunner co the national army. 

Each d1smct had the opuon of forming its own co rps of volunteers co be responsible 

for security in that area. The Kaiapoi distri t volunteers were formed in l\lay 1860 

as Number _ me Company of the Canterbury Rifle Volunteers. On 29 J\,layCaptain 

Scott from Headquarters in Christchurch attended a meeting at the Northern 

1-lotel at which sixty men enro ll ed in the Company. By August the membership 

Koiapoi Rif/1! \'0!11111m:r, 1893 - ro11r/es)' Kaiapoi ,l/11se11111 

had grown to eighty. The Volunteers were under the command of Captain John 

Fu ll e r and Lieutenant A.F .. Blakiscon. In July 1861 Blakiscon wrote co the 

Provincial Secretary asking for permission co use Reserve o 47 as a rifle range. (12) 

Dunng the follow111g year the Company had two changes of rifl e range and so in 

Aprd l 862 Blak1scon agam wrote co the Provincial Government asking for money 

to build a stronge r,_ better a~d permanent butt for their rifle practice. ( 13) The range 

was sh ifted to section 320 111 Beach Road in 1863.(J-l) The Provincial Government 

granted the Company three hundred pounds co prepare the gro und and co build a 

butt (JS) ln spite of the number of relocations of the Company's venue in its first 

years of existence the Kaiapoi Company was a united body of men. Firstly th e re 

was \'Cry strong leadership from Fuller and Blakiscon. Second ly the company 

earned a well deserved reputation for markmanship. Each year there were a 

number of_sho?ting competitions between the various compan ies in Canterbu ry 

and the Ka1apo1 members were a lways in the cop half of the competition . Over the 

years the membership of the Company waxed and waned with the perceived 

(12) Blaki~ton to the Prmincial Secrccan . 5.7.186 

( 13) Blakiston to Provincial Sccrernrv, 24.-1.1862 
( I ➔ ) Fuller pcricion rn chc Prm incial.Sccrcrnr;. Ft.:bruan 1863. 

( 15) F ullcr to Caprnin t\rm\trong, .'\0.6. I 86.l. · · 
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danger co the community. The Volunteer movement gave many men in the 

Kaiapoi distric t valuable socia l and commun ity serv ice. 

'[he socia l event of each year for the Volunteers was the ball. Balls were usually 

he ld co rai e money for community projects and co commemorate Queen Victoria's 

birthday. The first ball held in 1860 was co raise money for the rcliefofthe people 

in Taranaki. It was he ld in \Nhite 's Kaikanui H ote l and the dancing went on until 

five o'clock in the morning. The Volunteers' uniforms provided a sober back­

ground co the aerial draperies of their partners and the supper prepared by l\Jrs 

White was most acceptab le. On this occasion the music was supplied by The 

C hri stchurch Band . Thereafter the Kaiapoi Company had its own band which 

played not on ly for its own events but for other community occasions. 

Some of the cown 's sporting clubs had their origins in the decade 1858 co 1868. 

The sport th at capwred the imagination of the population more than any other at 

lllsel: 
Boals ge11i11g re111z1• lo mre 111 11 reg111111 
looh11g east from swi11g bridge lo rm)Jir 

bridge. r.!890's - I. ,V. E11gle, K11iapoi, 

pho1ogmpl11er - ro11r1esy Koi11poi 1lfose11111. 

Below: 
Croru•ds w111rhi11g o regt11111 r.!890's - I. N. 

Eagle, K11i11poi - ro11r1esy K11ir1poi ,l/11se11111 

73 



Koiopoi, A Search for fdmtity 

REET~--,~. 

' --~ 
,· ' 

74 

The Woof 1111d P/0111· Yerm ! 858-1868 

THE TOWN OF 

J anua, ·x: 1858 -­
s" ... t.!5C)...~ 

I J, • t' J •, It" ,:,, 

75 

I 
I 
I 

.,,~ 
. A y : J 
·"'; ~--~ 



K11i11poi, A Senrrh for Identity 

this time was boating. The river, especially around the town area, was perfect for 

boating and there were man y va ntage points along the banks where pectators 

could watch the races in comfort. 
The first boating races were held in conjunction with the rural sports days. 

These sports days sta rted in 1858 and were usuall y held to celebrate Queen 

Kniapoi Bowlers - Back Constable Simpson, Richard Wylie 

Fron! R.,11. Wright (1ale111erl sporls1111111), C.H. Blach,ull -

ronrtesy Kninpoi M11se11 111 

Victoria's birthday. The boat 
races became so wel I supported 
that by 1866 the Kaiapoi Boat­
ing Club was formed to regu­
late and promote the sport in 
Kaiapoi. The first races held 
were between sailing boats as 
well as row boars but after the 
formation of the club rowing 
became more popular. Notonly 
was there intense competition 
between the members of the 
club but there was also, during 
rega ttas, tremendous competi­
tion between the Kaiapoi club 
and the various Christchurch 
and Lyttelton clubs. At its in­
ception the Kaiapoi Boating 
Club bought two light whale 
boats in which to train its crews. 
The boats, named the "Cam" 
and the "Isis", were to lead indi­
rectly to the formation of the 
Cure Boating Club. Shortly af­
terthe purchase of the boats the 

crew of a privately owned boat, the "Ariel", challenged the Boating Club to a race. 

The "Ariel" won eas il y. It was in turn challenged by the crew of another privately 

owned boat, the "Cure". Again the "Arie/"won the race which was over a three mile 

course. The crew of the "Cure" did not give up and challenged for a second time 

and aga in it lost. By this time the whole town had got caught up in boating fever. 

Each boat attracted its loya l supporters and they formed their own separate clubs. 

There were now three boating clubs in Kaiapoi. Although the "Ariel" was clearly 

the superior boat, the supporters of the "Cure" were better organised and in 1873 

the other clubs amalgamated with the Cure Club to form one boating club in 

Kaiapoi. 
Cricket was another sport that attracted a devoted following among the settlers. 

It did not have the excitement of boating but it had a special place in the hearrs of 

Englishmen. There were probably a number of informal matches played among 

the settlers from the very beginning of settlement. The first advertised game was 

appa rentl y played between a ream ofKaiapoi Gentlemen and team ofChristchurch 
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Gentlemen in 1853. From this date until 1859 games were held in North Canter­

bury on an informal basis and they were usuall y played at Rangiora. l n l 859 the 

Rangiora Cricket Club was formed and it and a ream from Kaiapoi played matches 

against reams from clubs based in Christchurch. According to O.N. I lawkin s in 

Beyond t!te \Vai111akoriri Kaiapoi had a cricket club in 1861 butthat it comb ined with 

the Rang iora Cricket Club in 1862.(16) The next mention of a cricket club in 

Kaiapoi was a report in T!te Press of 2 October 1867 when it was stated that a club 

was soon to be formed. The meeting to form the club was held on 5 October but 

it being a Saturday, there were not man y peop le in attendance. 

One of people who did turn up must have been Robert Wright, who had arrived 

in Christchurch in 1852. He was a builder who settled in Kaiapoi in th e first wa\·e 

of settlement. Wright was obviously a talented sportsman. As a shooter with the 

Volunteers he was a consistent marksman who was often the top sco rer in shooti ng 

matches. His score was the rnp one in the first big shooting match held in 

Canterbury in 1861. He won the silver medal in 1866 with double the score of his 

Krriapoi 81111/; of New Zeal1111d Comer 1863 - E. ,11. Lm.Jel/-Smith Col/e(lio11 - ronrlesy C11111er/J111y .l/ 11se11111 

nearest rival. He was also a keen rower and was part of the winning "Ariel" crew. 

The first cricket match that the newl y formed club played was against 

the Albion Club in Christchurch on 14 January 1868. It was not an auspicious 

occasion for the Kaiapoi men. They lost both innings. The first at thirty rn sixty and 

the second at twenty-one rn forty. ( 17) It was not a good beginning for Wright. 

However he did manage rn redeem himself in a later match between single men 

and married men when he scored ninety eight for the married side. In those days 

when the out field could represent a ploughed paddock a score of that magnitude 

was rare. 

( 16) 1 lawkins. D. N. Beyond !he IJ/11i11wh1riri, p.-108 

( 17) Ly1relto11 Times, 1-1 . 1.1 868. 
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Cricket did not attract the same fervent following as did boating. A number of 

reasons for this can be advanced. Cricket by its nawre requires the players and 

spectators to be free from other tasks for at least a day. In the early days of Pake ha 

settlement in Kaiapoi there were tasks that needed to be done in order to survive, 

for example the twice daily milking of the house cow. Boating on the other hand 

needed only to occupy the afternoon and even then a particular crew may only be 

required co race once. Spectators, coo, were more likely to be attracted to an event 

that did not require a long rime commitment. 

The time factor may also be tied in with the social make up of the Kaiapoi 

population. There were a large number of small farmers and businessmen who 

relied on their families to work on the farm or in the busines . They could not afford 

the rime required for cricket away from their livelihood. Cricket may have been 

seen by these people as belonging to the ruling class whereas boating belonged to 

the people. 
Another reason for the popularity of boating may be found in the fact that the 

crews were paid. In a letter co the Lyttelton Times in 1870 a correspondent using the 

nom-de-plume of "Truth" explained that the Cure Boating Club crews competing 

at regattas at Kaiapoi received a dail y allowance often shillings for their expenses. 

In addition the club set aside four per cent of the value of any prizes won for each 

man in order co purchase testimonials for the winners. (18) The popularity of cricket, 

however, waned co such an extent that the club ceased co exist. It is not known 

exactl y when it stopped operating but it is safe to ass ume that it only lasted a couple 

of seasons from its inception. The next mention of a cricket club in Kaiapoi was in 

1882 when a meeting was held at Mr Burnip 's hotel. The Kaiapoi United Cricket 

Club was formed with l\lr Isaac Wilson as president, l\lr R. loore as vice-president 

and l\lr P. Bate as the secretary/treasurer. lr J. Hirst was elected Captain. The 

subscription was se t at five shillings per year. \\fr Hirst and l\lr Bare were deputed 

co purchase the necessary equipment.(19) 
Cricket may well have confirmed the Englishness of the settlers whereas the 

raw e nergy and the community involvement of boating confirmed their new life. 

By I 865, acco rding co Tlie Press report of 23 larch, Kaiapoi had undergone 

man y noticeable improvements. Chief among these were the new Mechanics 

Institute building, the enlargement of the Mandeville Hotel and the building 

of a coll house. The coll house bell, as well as marking the hour, was used 

as a fire alarm. The nearl y completed general score of Hebden and Kerr was 

siwated on the arch Road and it was noted by The Press that the score 

would do a slashing business if the present route to the West Coast gold 

fields was continued. Next to the general score was James Anderson 's new 

blacksmith shop and next to that a wheelwright's shop was planned. These 

buildings were on the monotonous sandhills and according to the paper would 

give the area a more lively appearance. According to the report the biggest 

drawback co the cown was the narrow dimension of the Court House, The reporter 

( 18) Ly11e/1011 Times, I 2.10.1870. 
( I 9) I.y11e/1011 Times. 2.2. 1882. 
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mused as to whether or not the government would provide the cash to build a 

new Court House which had been so long promised but showed no sign 

of becoming a reality. 
An urgent and longsranding problem soon cook up the energies of the Munici-

pal Council. As noted earlier, the Island was prone to sudden and severe flooding. 

Up until 1864 the Provincial Government did not seem to be inclined to 

spend much money on the prevention of flooding on the Island. However in 1864 

the Provincial Government appointed W.T. Doyne to swdy the Waimakariri River 

and co make recommendations for its control. Doyne was a civil engineer who had 

worked in Tasmania before he arrived in Canterbury. The prevention works that 

were in place already were not effectual. They had been constructed on a piece 

meal basis in response to a particular instance of flooding. ln most cases the 

embankments were neither high enough nor long enough to be an adequate 

defence and in a few cases they had been constructed in the wrong places. Straying 

cattle and tethered goats also created a problem on the embankments by trampling 

on them and thus weakening them. 
Doyne inspected the area and reported that any method of holding the river on 

the north side of the Island was only a temporary thing. The present embankments 

did nothing more than save the crops and did not retard the river in the inroads it 

made into the Island . The nawral tendency of the river was to establish a new 

course across the Island from west to east and it would do this regardless of the 

breastworks constructed. In Doyne 's mind the real question was whether the 

government was duty bound to indemnify the property holders on the Island 

agai nsr damage to their properties by nawral causes. He thought that if it was, then 

it might be more economical co allow the ri ver co rake its course and to pay 

compensation for the damage done. The settlers thought that if this approach was 

adopted then the Island would cease to exist and the district north to Woodend 

would be subject to flooding. 
There were rwo solutions. One was to construct very high and very long 

breastworks along the southern banks of the arch Branch. This was not consid­

ered a practical solution. The other solution was co construct a road with deep 

ditches on either side from the Kaikanui Creek to the Central Island Road which 

was the highest point on the Island. The flood waters could then flow down the 

ditches co the Kaikanui Creek. 
During 1864-5 there were numerous freshes which left the settlers with 

ruined crops, stock losses and houses and farm buildings full of silt. The 

settlers, backed up by the Municipal Council, regu larly petitioned the Provincial 

Government for relief. There were two dangerous localities. One was the 

area known as Sneyd's Corner and the other was at lason 's Corner. 

Dryden Sneyd was one of the Gladstone settlers. He had selected Rural 

Sections 366 and 366a both of fifty acres and situated on the norrhwesr corner 

of the Island where the arch Branch began its turn south cowards its con­

fluence with the South Branch. In 1858 Sneyd decided to subdivide one of the 

fifty acre blocks into one acre sections, The sa le of these began in October 1858 and 

by the end of 1860 more than half had been sold for prices varying between 
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twenty and thirty-five pounds. T he subdi vision was named Keel by Sneyd 

and although that name was robe used by some people ove r a number of yea rs it 

was more popularly called Sneydstown. With so many people serri ed the re the 

area created constant problems for the Provincial authoriti es and th e various 

local bodies involved with the management o f th e s ubdivi s ion and 

its immediate neighbourhood. Ar first it came under the control of the 

Rangiora and landeville Road Board. That Boa rd had to li a ise closely with the 

Kaiapoi local authorit ies because the e ncroachme nt of the river in that area 

severely affected the land ro the south in the jurisdiction of the Kaiapoi Muni­

cipal Council. Earthworks conscrucred around the bend of the river a t 

Sneyd's Corner merely directed the water cowards Kaiapoi itse lf, resulting in 

the encroachment of the orrh Branch o n to Adam and Rave n Screers. 

Eventually Adam Street which ran along the southern bank of the North 

Branch, north from Raven Sneer, disappeared altogether. 

The overflow of water at this point caused problems at the cemetery as well. 

In lay of 1865 a meeting of the Sr Bartholomew parishioners and members of 

the public were informed that the Reverend Willock had interviewed Joh n Hall , 

the Secretary for Public Works, a few days ea rli e r and that he had promised 

that the cemetery would be protected. An engi neer, l\lr loore, had been sent to 

inspect the stare of the river adjacent ro the cemetery. He fo und that in ord e r 

to protect it at least one hundred pounds would have to be spent as well as 

rernO\·ing the first rwo rows of bodies. l\loorc recom mended that a new cemete ry 

should be selected. The meeting was to consider that proposal. Although 

loore had inspected three sires he favou red the triangular s ire of 

five ac res between l\ lr Powrie 's section and l\lr Belcher's brickworks. Ln hi s 

opinion this was the highest and least like ly parcel of land on the Island that 

could be subject ro flooding. It was also fenced with post and rails and laid in gras . 

Josiah Birch expressed rwo objections ro the s ire. Firstly, a sma ll scream 

bisected the sire \\ hich had in times past had taken the overflow of water from 

the ri, ·er and cou ld, in Birch's opinion, do so aga in . Secondly the property was 

very near the road. I lowever if it was agreed char willows be planted along the 

banks of the scream and a row of trees alongs ide the road then Birch would 

wirhdra\, his objections. The meeting agreed ro this and co the sugges tion from 

Joseph Beswick chat some plots for denominations othe r than Angli cans should 

be set as ide. 
It was abso lutely essentia l ro move the cemetery as it was below the level 

of the ri,er and wou ld have always been subject to fl oodin g. It was the 

second time that the river had caused the cemetery robe moved. The first time it 

was only shifted in from the river bank bur as the ri ver had moved to within rwo 

yards ofrhe first row of graves, a complete re location ofrh e sire was necessa ry. John 

I !all thought that it was imperative ro shift the burial grou nd from Sneyd's corner 

in order to secure public decency. The meeting approved the disinterment 

and reburial of the bodies in the new cemetery. There was no money to assist 

in this operation and so it fell to the relatives and friend s of the deceased co pay 

the expenses of the reintermenr. 
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There were rwo ser ious fl oods in D ecembe r 1865 th at caused widespread 

damage on the Island and in particular to Sncydsrown. The inhab ita nts he ld a 

public mee ting and as a result petitioned the Provincial Government for support. 

The Public Works Department as ked one of their engineers, Alfred Beecham, ro 

undertake a report on the damage to the whole lsland . 

There were nineteen claims for damage from Island farmer for relief. In hi s 

report, issued on 9 February 1866, Beecham wrote that most of the fa rme rs were 

well-to-do and would rather see the money that the governme nt had set as ide for 

land grants for them spe nt on works designed to stop fl oods in the future. H e nry 

Englebrecht had already abando ned hi s land. John l\lurphy who held forty ac res 

leasehold and Ephraim Jeffs who he ld ninety ac res of leasehold land had had their 

entire properties fl ooded . They were both anxious ro leave their properties. The 

othe r s ixtee n claimants considered the exce llent quality of the land a suffi cient 

reason for stay ing and raising another crop. 
Beecham 's report on Sneydstown however paints a ,·ery different picture. l lerc 

he found that the inhabitants were near!) all laboure rs with large fami li es. Th e 

majority of the fa mili es were using their a llotments for gardens and fo r making hay. 

In the opi nion of the Sneydstown res idents the prospects for the corning winter 

were gloomy and they were a ll convinced that th e re would be further fl oods. 

A number of the Sney town claimants re nted the ir properties. One claimant 

George Edmonds, and hi s wife and four childre n, had to leave their partially 

destroyed house. The Edmonds' wheat and potato plantings and their garden was 

comple tel y destroyed. George Edmonds claimed three pounds in compensation. 

Patri ck lcCarty, who with hi s wife and rwo childre n rented half an acre of land 

which they had the ri ght to purchase, lost a crop of potatoes. The water was rwo feet 

high in rh e lcCarty house and they lost some of their fencing as well as half a cord 

of firewood. The lcCarty claim was twel ve pounds. Another res ide nt, Willi am 

Dodson, claimed fifty pounds. I le had a wife and six childre n and owned the rwo 

acres they li ved on. The D odson house was damaged and one acre of grass seed was 

destroyed. Half an acre of potacoes and ca rrots was also lost as was half an acre of 

ga rden. In additi on the Dodson's posts and rails, the ir firewood and th e ir fowls were 

all ca rried away by the fl ood waters. 
In rel ati ve terms, these compe nsa ti on claims rep resented the large outl ay that 

the inhabitants of Sneystown had spent on establi shing themselves in the subdi­

vision. The heartbreak that must have acco mpanied thi s disaster would have 

contributed ro the gloomy atmosphe re that Beecham noted in hi s report. Before 

Beerharn 's report was completed the Provincial Government had set as ide rwo 

thousand acres of good agricultural land for the relief of the sufferers of the floods 

bur in the majority of ea es, like the farmers, the residents wanted ro stay in 

Sneydstown. They preferred to have protection works installed rather than shift 

from their homes. 
The plan to construct a drain across the Island was see n as the best way 

of relieving the pressure on the banks at Sneyd's corner. The fresh in December 

1865 resulted in cuttings having ro be made from Peraki and C harl es Streets 

in order ro drain the water back ro the river. !en working on thi s job were well 
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paid at one shi lling and sixpence an hour as they had ro work in water. T he 

lunicipa l Counci l was required ro app ly to the Provincial Government for a grant 

to carry our repairs after the flood, as a ll its raring income fo r the yea r had 

been allocated to other contracts. In I\ lay 1866 the residents of Sneydsrown aga in 

petitioned the Provincial Government for favourab le consideration for relief 

from the devasta tion caused by the floods. The I\Junicipal Council did nor have 

the resources ro initiate any programmes to cope with either the prevention 

of floodin g or the clean-up after a flood had occurred. All it cou ld do was to 

press the case for specia l considerat ion for its reside nts to the Provincial Govern-

ment. 
The other dan gero us location for flood damage was a t !\Jason's corner. 

This did nor affect so man y people bur the damage resulted in profound changes 

to the landscape. l\lason's corner was situated on the south western end of the 

Island at the point where the orrh Branch sp lit away from the South Branch. It 

was named after Richard !\Jason who had serried there in the early 1850's. The 

orrh Branch appeared to be cutt ing a new bed towards the Ka.ikanui C reek 

and in so doing was carrying away !\Jason 's land. One of the Provincial engi nee rs, 

George Aiken, reported on the situation in August 1864. H e fou nd 

that the orrh Branch was cutting a new channel wh ich rook the water back to 

the South Branch. Ar the rime of the report there were rwo embankme nts 

at Jaso n's bend . The inner one was completely washed away and the outer one 

was in danger of co ll apse. lf it d id co llapse, in Aiken's op inion, much va luable 

land wou ld be lost. !\!any people observed that lason himself did very little 

to help the s ituation. IIe a ll owed his cattle to graze on the embank­

ment thus weakening it. He was also relucta nt to contribute to any saving 

measures. 
Throughout 1864 there were a number of inspections of the area and all of the 

reports written after these inspections were pessimistic as ro the future of lason 's 

farm and that of his neighbour, Englebrecht. In December of that yea r at a pub li c 

meeting chai red by Joseph Beswick, the owners and occupiers of land on the Island 

discussed the possibility of constructing a drain across the Island. The meeting also 

cons idered the possibility of having the Rangiora and l\landeville Road Board levy 

a ra re to keep the banks of the river in repair. 

For a ll the surveys, pub li c meetings and discussions, the building of emban k­

ments and the construction of facines, the river itse lf ultimately gave the answer. 

T hat answer demonstrated that the Pakeha settl e rs had nor yet understood th e 

dynamics of one of Cante rbury's most powerful rivers. 

The biggest and most devastating flood in orrh Canterbury occu rred 

in February 1868. On 4 February the landevill e plain area became an imme nse 

lake wit h the combination of the catc hment waters of rhe Ashley a nd 

W~imakariri Ri vers. The residents of Kaiapoi were complete ly unprepared fo r 

thi s monstrous fl ood. Many parts of the rown were und er five to six feet of 

water. There was enormous loss of property and stock. Commun ication between 

the rwo secti ons of Kaiapo i was cur as· part of the bridge was swept away by 

the water. \Vhe n the water subs ided the wreckage of the rown was revealed . 
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The streets had turned in to shingle beds. !\!any ofrhe buildings were uninhabit­

ab le. Trees and crops had been washed away and the corpses of many animals 

were lying about. 
One of the heroes of the flood was Sergeant Hurse. The Municipal Council 

wrote to him after the cri sis was ove r to thank him and the men under hi s com mand 

for the circle s work they did to save life and property . The roll co llector, Willi am 

Burnip was another person who earn ed the thanks of the community. H e used the 

Kaiapo i Boating C lub' s skiffs to ferry people across che river until a punt cou ld be 

found. 
The 1868 fl ood which meant almost the complete rebui lding of the rown also 

co incided with the change over in local ad mini stra ti on from the 1unicipal Council 

ro a Borough Council. In rh e previous yea r the ce ntral govern me nt had passed the 

Municipal Corporati ons Act. The Act allowed loca l comm uniti es to petition the 

central gove rnment to be constituted a borough. The Kaiapo i ratepayers were of 

the opini on chat borough sracus would be advantageo us to the welfare ofrhe rown. 

Unde r the Act boroughs were permitted to ra ise their own loans. ln the case of 

Kaiapo i that would a ll ow the townsfolk to make their own decisions about fl ood 

contro l measure and any other works that were needed to improve the li ving 

conditions in the rown. 
In earl y December 1867 a commi ttee was formed from members of the 

Municipal Counci l rod raw upa petition to go to the Governor praying that the rown 

be declared a borough under che terms of the Corpora ti ons Act. Fifty signatures of 

inhabitant householde rs we re requ ired to make the petition va lid. These must 

have been gathe red qu ire quickly as a reso lution which was passed by the 

Iunicipal Cou ncil at its 23 D ecember 1867 meeting stated that as soon as it was 

ready rhe petition would be sent to the Governor. 

Just under a month later at its meeting of 21 January 1868, the l\Iunicipal 

Council acknowledged the rece ipt of a lette r from the Colonial Secretary inform­

ing the Council rhac th e petition had been rece ived. U nder the te rms of the 

Corpora ti on Act the Municipal Council had to wait at leas t rwo months from 

rh e publication of the petition before the Borough could be declared in order 

to allow any pe rson to circul ate a counter petition. The l\ lunicipal Council 

rece ived a le tter from the Colonial Secreta ry at the end of larch informing 

it that the petition would be con ide red on 41\Jay 1868. 

From thi s rime on there was a great deal of instability on the l\lunicipal 

Council. This may have occ urred as various members of the Council 

manoeuvred the mselves into pos itions where they might have a better chance 

of being elected on to the first Borough Council. At the 14 Apri l 1868 meeting the 

clerk had on ly just begun reading the minutes of the previous meeting when 

Mess rs Ke rr and Hebde n left. This meant that the meeting had no quorum and 

so had robe adjourned . At the next meeting all the members of the Counci l, except 

J.C. Porter, were present. A lerrerof resignation was read from Porter and 1atthew 

Hall was voted into the chair. It was resolved that Hall retain the chairmanship 

until che new Corporation Act came into effect. Ar the next meeting on 13 May 

it was the turn of Or Dudley to resign. The 26 May mee ting could nor proceed as 

83 



Kaiapoi. , I Sea1d1 for lrle111i1y 

there was no quorum probabl y due co che face chat both George Hewlings 

and Alfred Dobbs had resigned. A special meeting was held on 29 ]\,lay co 

arrange a time for an election co fill che vacancies caused by che resignations. That 

meeting was, by coincidence, held che clay after Governor George Bowen 

had declared Kaiapoi co be a Borough. The cleclaracion was gazetted on 2 June. 

The l\lunicipal Council tried co hold a meeting on 10 June but there 

was no quorum. The next day a so-called Town Council met co elect a Mayor. 

This muse have been a device co gee around che face chat the Municipal 

Council had ceased rn exist and could noc, therefore, elect che new Borough 

Council. l\lanhew Hall , Richard Woodford , Edward Kerr, Charles Oram, and 

John Hebden seemed co have consticuced themselves as che Town Council 

but there was dissenc even among this small group. The meeting opened 

with Woodford protesting against the presence of Hebden. Hebden, was according 

co \Vooclforcl , noc qualified co be ac che meeting. Nevertheless Kerr and Hebden 

proposed and seconded I lall co che mayoral position. They said chat Hall's 

position on che l\lunicipal Council as che highest polling candidate at che last 
election qualified him as the best 
ma yoral candidate. Woodford and 

Oram countered chis by proposing Dr 
Dudley who was not present at the 
meeting. Hall then spoke against the 
past policies of Dr Dudley. The voce 
was taken and resulted in Hall being 
elected by three voces co cwo. Hebden 
then resigned lending credence co che 

face chat Woodford 's objection was 
valid. 

Hall, a cooper by occupation, had 
arrived in Cancerbury in 1860 with his 
wife. He belonged co the Wesleyan 
church and was a member of che first 
Board of Trustees for the Kaiapoi 
church. He was an accomplished lay 

preacher and was appoinced co the 
circuit in 1868. 

Although ic was established in con­
troversial circumstances, Hall's may­

oralty did noc seem co unduly upset 
the residencs. oc many people at­

tended cheelection meeting and these 

,l/a11l,eru• /-/all _ ,o,mesy Kaiapoi ,1/usenm people muse have been satisfied with 
Hall's election. There was a further 

election held on 1 July at which William Thomas ewnham was elected councillor 

in place of Hebden. Yee another election was held on 8 July co replace Woodford. 

Newnham 's business partner, William Buddle was elected. 
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The first full meeting of che Borough Council rook place on that same elate. 

Charles Dudley, the Municipal Clerk, was retained in his job uncil September and 

the Borough Council adopted the seal ofche lunicipal Council. The Council also 

resolved co have che Bank of New Zealand as its official bank. 

o sooner had the infanc council sorted ouc ics personnel problems than ic 

was confronced in July 1868 with a writ issued against it by Joseph Beswick. 

Beswick claimed chat the reconstruction of the swing bridge after che February 

flood had damaged his business. The flood had washed away ninety feet 

of the northern end of the bridge and che force of the water had pushed che 

piles ouc of alignment. When che concracror, John Bowmaker, closed che gap 

che bridge had a distinct curve. le was feared that if the bridge was opened ic 

would not be able co be closed again. In making che bridge a fixed 

struccure Bowmaker had effectively cue off che upstream wharves from their 

source of business, as ships could no longer be navigated past che bridge. 

The Council appointed Dr Foster as it's soliciror but nothing more was done 

until September after che first annual Borough elections. Beswick sent a letter 

co che new Council asking if it would give permission co Captain l\lcClelland of 

the "Gazelle" co force che bridge open by ramming it with che "Gazelle's" stern. 

When che Council did not answer, che "Gazelle" berthed ac Birch 's wharf 

and began unloading there. Beswick now felt he had a strong enough case co 

take co court. 
The case was heard in !\,larch 1869. The Council's evidence centred around 

che face chat che Mayor had said chat Beswick could open che bridge ac his own 

risk and chat Beswick had declined co do so. The jury found in favour of 

Beswick and awarded him one hundred and seventy-five pounds in damages. 

The Council decided co appeal che court's decision which elicited a 

fresh procesc from che Reverend Willock and fifty-six others. They felt that 

the Council should seccle with Beswick and gee on with che job of providing a 

new bridge. After some time, during which che Council seemed co be determined 

co pursue the matter, ic finally paid the damages co Beswick. 

Throughout the ten years from 1858 co 1868 che rown was sustained by ics 

rich hinterland. The up-country stations provided wool which was shipped 

ouc from Kaiapoi on che multitude of boars chat plied the river as was the wheat 

from che farms on the Island. The rown itself changed from being administered 

by che Provincial authorities co the limited self government of che Road Board and 

subsequently the Municipal Council co the auronomous Borough Council. 

There were many birch pangs but throughout, che early character of Kaiapoi 

remained . Ic was a rown acmely aware of ics own identity in che hard working 

Wesleyan tradition. 
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Chapter Five: 

YEARS OF CONSOLIDATIO 

T he early years of the Borough Council consriwred a period when Kaiapoi 

began to consolidate on its pioneer beginnings. Richard Woodford's deci­

sion to build a flour mill encouraged at least rwo others to undertake similar 

constructions in the region. Donald Coutts built a mill on the Island and Isaac 

Wilson built his at Ohoka. 
Coutts had bought land bordering on the South Branch through which the 

Kaikanui Creek flowed. This scream provided the power for his mill which was 

capable of both threshing and grinding. The land was siwared to the south-ease of 

the land owned by Mason and Englebrecht. Boch of these properties had suffered 

serious encroachment by the North Branch. One of the solutions proposed ro 

resolve this problem in the middle sixties was to cur a drain across the Island to draw 

the water into the Kaikanui Creek just above the mill sire. CoU(tS objected to the 

plan which withheld water, and hence power, from his mill. His, assert ion made the 

Provincial Government reluctant to ace because it did nor have the money ro 

construct the drain and to pay compensation ro him. By 1867, however, it was 

obvious that the drain would have to be cur, as the shingling up ofrhe North Branch 

was diverting water naturally in that direction. As foreseen, the construction of the 

drain caused a larger vo lume of water ro come down the Kaikanui Creek. This 

diversion of water eventual ly cut off Coutts' land from the rest of the Island and 

formed what came to be known as Coutts Island. That deviation of water, both 

natural and man directed, meant the end of the economic life of the mill. In its day 

it was idea ll y siruared to accept the harvest from the surrounding farms on the 

southern part of the Island. Its location complemented the positions of Woodford 's 

and Wilson's mi ll s. 
Of the three mills, Wilson 's is the one which is most common ly remembered. 

Isaac Wilson arrived in L yttelron on the "Nortl,f/eet" in January 1854 with his 

parents, Thomas and Jane, his sisters, Mary and Jane and his brothers, James and 

Edward . The family joined the oldest son, Thomas, who had a rri ved on rhe 

"Samaro11g" in 1852. Isaac Wilson , the youngest of seven chi ldren, was born 7 

August 1848 at High Wray Farm, Grasmere. The fami ly serried on a farm at Sr 

86 

YMrs of Co11s0/irla1iou 

Albans Town. As wa common in th at period, their home was a crude ly constructed 

slabhucWil son and his brothers, Thomas and Edward, began their wo rkin g life 

cutting nmber 111 the Papanut Bush. When most of the timber in that locality had 

been felled , the Wilson brothers moved ro the Maori Bush at Kaiapoi. It was 

reported th at they cur man y thousands of feet of logs into scanrling and timber. 

They punted their timber down the Cam and the North Branch of the Waimakariri 

to the South Branch from where it was taken by road to Christchurch. The great 

1859 fire des troyed their livelihood and they had ro look for other means of support. 

Isaac Wilson rurned his attention to running a passenger service from C hri stch urch 

to Kaiapoi in partnership with Charles Fairweather. 

A passenger and small freight service from Coppe ll 's cottage in Heathcote 

Valley to Baxter's ferry had been started in October 1856 by C.W. Bishop. I-le used 

spring carts. The run sta rted from Bishop 's store in Christchurch at 8.30am on 

Mondays and Thursdays and went to Coppe ll 's cottage. The cart left there at 10am 

a~cl stopped in Christchurch again for about halfan hour before going on ro Kaiapoi. 

l he rewrn Journey to 1-learhcotc was made on Tuesdays and Fridays. People who 

lived along the route were able to order groceries and have them delivered by 

Bishop 's care. The fares, exclusive of rol ls were sec at seven shi llings and sixpence 

from Heathcote and five shi llings from Christchurch. Bishop's service was short 

li ved and its encl left the way open for others to insriwre a simi lar business. 

!soar l\'i/s011, F. Wheeler<!:' Son, Ch,istrhurrh, 

pl,otogmpher - rou11esy K"ir1poi1ll11s1•11111 
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Fairweather started a carting busi­

ness in partnership with William 

Belcher in 1859. After Belcher had 

been drowned in the wreck of the 

"Crest", his son, Richard, had come 

into the business to look after the 

horses. In 1862 Fairweather expa nded 

the business by caking on the passen­

ger service with Wilson . The first ve­

hicle used was an Austra li an car with 

an outrigger. This two-wheeled con­

veyance was pulled by one horse be­

tween shafts. I r was nor a big enough 

vehic le to be economica l and shortly 

after it began, the partnership bought 

a three horse coach. The service ran 

three return trips to Kaiapoi from 

Christchurch and one rerurn trip to 

Leithfield daily . The partnership 

earned a reputation for the distinctive 

way it s igna ll ed the departure of the 

coach . Wilson exe rcised his musical 

talents by blowing a bugle. After two 

yea rs of hard work the partnership was 

dissolved in 1864. The district was 
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not left without a passenge r se rvice. C ha rl es Ora m of th e Pie r H ote l had pe rsuade d 

the propriernrs of the Cobb and Com pany coaches, L eande r and C harl es Cole, tO 

run a service from C hri stchurch to his hotel. T he first six ho rse Cobb and Company 

coach arr i\·ed in Ka iapo i on 9 Jul y 1864. 

Cobb and Company's /,eith{ie/d roarh at Omm 's Pier 1/otel, Kaic,poi 1864 - ro1111esy Ca11terb111y ,l/11se11 111 

T he fo ll owing yea r W ilso n p urchased a steam thres hing machine and began a 

mob il e threshing business aro und Kaiapoi. T oward s th e e nd of 1866, with th e 

cap ita l accum ul ated from his b usi ness ve ntures, Wil son purchased land on th e 

Island and had began fa rmin g. In 1872 Wil so n began ye t anoth e r business by 

openin g a fl ou r and fl ax m ill at O hoka. It was situated not fa r from th e site of 

Wood fo rd's first mill and like \Vood fo rd 's second mill , was a large three-srnri ed 

buil d ing. It was not unhea rd of in those days co have du a l purpose mill s. The mill 

machi ne ry wo uld be used for strippin g fl ax durin g the day and for g rinding fl our 

at ni gh t. W il so n was a co nsidera ble purchase r o f whea t, so me of w hi ch he sent co 

the E ngli sh market. T hi s experie nce in the running of a mill was to be of g rea t 

be ne fit w he n he became in vo lved in th e setting up of th e Kaiapo i Woollen Mill. 

Wil so n invo lved himse lf exte nsive ly in hi s community. H e used hi s musica l ta le nts 

in what he pro babl y rega rded as a more co nstru cti ve way, by play ing th e orga n at 

the lerhodi st church in Kaiapo i fo r th e first twe nty yea rs of ics existe nce. H e also 

su pporte d bo th th e Ka iapo i and Woode nd l\ Ie rh odi st churches fin anc iall y. His 

church assoc iati on naturall y in volved Wil so n in th e te mpe ran ce move m e nt. ln 

turn , hi s be lief in te mpera nce princ iples led him tO seek public offi ce. 'Nil so n was 

th e first chairman of th e Eyreton Licensing Committee vvhi ch was responsible fo r 
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th e first hotel clos ure in th e di s tri ct. H e was also on th e Ka ia po i Licensing 

Committee whe n fo ur hote ls we re c losed . 
At ch e same rim e Wil so n bega n serving on th e Rangiora and 1\ landevill e 

Road Boa rd . The Rangio ra and M and e vill e Road Boa rd was fo rm ed in 186-+ 

and had as one of its primary co ncern s, during th e sixti es, th e p ro tection of 

th e Island from fl oodin g. ln 1870 a di vision of th e Rangio ra and la ndev ill e Ro_ad 

Boa rd led to th e form ati on of th e Eyreto n Road Boa rd of w hi ch Wil so n became a 

me mbe r. The E yre ton Boa rd was co nce rn e d at firs t w ith th e exte nsion of the 

ra ilway in to che area . Once thi s und e rtaking had been acco m pli she d th e Road 

Boa rd turne d its atte nti on to prov iding d ra inage fo r che Ey reton di strict. Wil so n 

had a vita l inte rest in che three projects that th e two Boa rd s es poused . T he 

p ro tection of che l s land from fl oodin g was c ritica l to hi s milling business as mos t 

of hi s suppli e rs fa rm e d th e re . The railway ex te nsion was also cruc ial co hi s milling 

b usiness . A siding was built from th e b ra nch line tO hi s mill and it is eh ro ugh it chat 

hi s name is comme m orate d . Wil so n 's S iding is still a landmark in th e Eyre di stri ct. 

Drainage of ch e a rea insti gate d by th e Eyre ton Road Boa rd exte nd ed che potenti al 

o f che land fo r growin g g rain c rops whi ch aga in he lped ex pand Wil so n 's milling 

i nce rescs. 
T oge th e r W ood fo rd 's, Wil so n 's and Coutts' mill s gave th e Ka iapo i area a 

di stinctive id e ntity. Th e rnwn was in che centre o f an expandin g gra in growing and 

milling loca lity. 

Millar ll'ilso11 's Sirli11g Kaiapoi. \!erml/, Ra11giora, photographer, Historic Places Trust Co/ler1io11 

- co11 11esy Ct111//:rb111y M11se11 111 

At che sam e rim e as che mill e rs we re working tO ex pand th e ir pe rso na l economi c 

bases the new Borough C ounc il was s tru ggling with th e found ati on of a mode rn 

rnwn . The fir s t mee tings o f th e Borou gh Co un c il we re co nce rn e d w ith 

che establi shm e nt of ics own auth o rity. Its attention was initi ally full y capwred 
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by Bcswick's action for damages. When that matter had been dealt with 

tl~e Counci I was able co turn its attention co the concerns of the wider community 

especially chat of fire prevention. 
Up until this rime the rown had co rely on its own neighbourliness co cope with 

rhc ever-present hazard of fire. The bell ins railed on the roll keeper's house was the 

alarm co alert the rownsfolk co a fire. In the early days of settlement fires, although 

de,·asraring co the individuals whose properties burnt down, were not 

a threat co the rown as a whole. There was plenty of space between the buildings 

making it relativel y easy co confine the fire co a single building. 

Kaiapoi had always been conscious of fire. One of the very early requirements 

of the Provincial Government was chat all houses with thatched roofs in Kaiapoi 

were co have such roofs replaced by a less flammable material. However it was 

not until the passing of the l\lunicipal Corporations Act in 1867 that local 

authorities were bound to prevent fire in their districts. In that year the 1\ 1 unicipal 

Council decided co purchase twenty five leather buckets, two light ladders and 

a rope in readiness for a fire emergency. There was no thought, at that stage, co 

have a group of men trained co fight fires. 
After the establishment of the Borough Council, the councillors became more 

aware of their obligations under the l\lunicipal Corporations Act co promote 

the prevention of fire. The first seep cowards fulfilling those obligations was taken 

by the Council in January 1869. It established a sub-committee co draw 

up the regulations for the prevention of fire in the Borough . The committee was 

headed by the layo r, J.C.Porrer, with the other members being Councillors 

Kerr and Birch. Theesrablishmentofrhe Fire Prevention Committee was followed 

in February by the Kaiapoi Borough Council writing co a number of insurance 

companies co ask chem to subscribe co the purchase of a fire engine. The letters did 

nor produce any support from the companies, probably because the Borough 

Counci I did not outline any plans for the formation of a brigade or even its intention 

co appoint a Fire lnspecror. 
The Borough Council initiated another approach co the insurance companies 

for help co purchase a fire engine and other necessary equipment at the beginning 

of 1870. This rime it assured the companies that it intended co appoint a 

Fire lnspecror as soon as possible. 
The Fire Prevention Committee's next cask was co secure a sire for the 

fire srarion. lt proposed chat the station be builrnn the land reserved by the Council 

for a ferry on the north side of the river. Th is was the location of most of 

the commercial and private development of Kaiapoi at that rime and so it was the 

ideal sire for the fire station. 
I laving secured a sire for the station the Council then set about recruiting 

suitable men co form the Brigade. By early l\larch 1870 a number of men 

had already volunteered co serve in the Brigade. At this point the l\layor called 

a meeting of rho e already enrolled in the Brigade and those who were wi lling 

co serve but had not igned up. The men were requested co sign a declaration 

that they would remain in the Brigade for the following twelve months. Secondly, 

and more importantly, for the success of the Brigade, the men were asked 
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co recommend a Fire lnspecror. The man that received their endorsement 

was Robert larshall Wright, a local carpenter and sporting hero. By the middle 

of March, Wright was able co submit a list of men who would co serve in 

the Volunteer Brigade and he requested chat the first meeting of the Brigade 

be held in the Council Chambers on 18 larch. 

The next seep was the calling of renders for the erection of the fire station. 

When renders closed at the end of l\larch there were three renderers: 

Fred Pearce, at thirty pounds three shillings and Smith and Wright, and 

R.Woodford, both with renders of twenty eight pounds and ten 

shillings. Smith and Wright won the render on a ballot. This was part­

icularly apposite as the firm was jointl y owned by R.\\'.Smirh and Robert 

Wright. 
In early April the Town Clerk sent notice o f \\'righr 's appointment as 

Chief Fire lnspecror co the Provincial Government. This was confirmed a couple 

of days lacer by the l\layor. Thus, in every possible wa y, Robert lar_sha ll 

Wright was the founding father of the Kaiapoi Fire Brigade. I !is sporting ach,evc­

menrs, no doubt, gave him the necessary mana co guide the Brigade through 

its early phase. A manual fire engine was purchased from the Chrisrchu~ch 

City Council and arrived in Kaiapoi in April 1870. By June, Wright was subm1mng 

designs for the Brigade's uniform, the renders for which were called in July. 

ln l\larch l 871 the Brigade received permission co purchase helmets at a cost 

not exceeding fifteen pounds our of the next appropriation of rates. Thus within 

a year the Brigade was formed and kitted our, drilled and ready co fight fires. 

The Brigade, like the Volunteers before it, formed a distinct social grouping in 
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che cown. The Brigade held picnics, balls and ocher social evencs co raise money 

for ics own upkeep. 
The formacion of che Fire Brigade was one seep in che evolution of a modern 

cown. Anocher step, imporcanc in Viccorian cimcs, was che provision of a railway. 

The push for che railway had ics origins in che 1860's. ln January 1864 a public 

meccing was held ac Oram 's hocel co discuss che possibility of excending che railway 

co che norchern boundary of che province. \V.S.l\loorehouse was present ac che 

meecing and on che invicacion ofCapcain Beswick was asked co assume che chair. 

I le was evidencly uncomforcable in the role as he explained chac he did noc have 

any firm views on che maccer of extending che railway norch, alchough he was an 

enchusiasc for che railway syscem. He added chac he could noc pledge himself co any 

parcicularcourse for che excension ofche railway. When Capcain ~eswick spoke,he 

cold che meecing chat imporcs co Cancerbury were already runnmg ac one million 

pounds a year and chat as railways saved at least ten per cent of the cost of 

conveyance, it was worthwhile co consider the proposal. Beswick wenc furcher and 

said chat he thought chat men ofcapical would be willing co invest in such a scheme 

if the government could guarantee a return of at least six per cenc on their 

investment. They would also be willing, according to Beswick, to contribute their 

rime and labour co a railway project. Or Dudley then rook the floor and spoke to the 

second resolution of the meeting which called upon the government co find out 

how much traffic currencly used the Norch Road. Dudley had received some useful 

information from Alexander Weir who had kept records at the Kaiapoi bridge for 

rwo parcicular months, one of which was in mid-summer and the other, in mid­

winter. From this survey Dudley estimated thac there were ninety thousand foot 

passengers a year, approximately one thousand bullocks and a greater number of 

sheep. The dray and carriage traffic was also substantial and although an actual 

number was not given in rhe reporc, the participants at the meeting were surprised 

at the greac quantity. 
Robert Rickman, who represented the ,Jandeville eleccorace in the Provincial 

Council from 1862-6-4, said char although he approved of the object of the meeting 

he could not pledge himself to any particular course in the Council. He added that 

he thought that Or Dudley's estimates for the exporc of grain were not as high as 

they could be. As an exporcer himself, he was sure that he could make a larger profit 

if there was a railway co transport the produce to the market. He felt that this would 

mean a lesser freight cost to his business than he was then levied. 

Lacer on in that same year the Cancerbury Railway and Bridge Commission 

released its findings on the best routes for the norchern railway. There was no 

argument on the route from Christchurch co Kaiapoi but the five man commission 

wa split on the route it should cake once it left Kaiapoi. R.].S.Harman, ].Wylde, 

and E.\Vrighr favoured a route running norchwesr from the present site of the 

scarion in Kaiapoi cowards Rangiora and then, at the halfway point between the rwo 

towns, proceeding north, crossing the Ashley River at Waikuku. This route would 

cross the South Branch near the sire of Jackson's ferry and the orch Branch near 

Jeffs Ford. It would be built around the western edge of the Rangiora swamp. 

E.Oobson and E.Richardson, supported by the chief surveyor, T.Cass, favoured 
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rhe coastal route north from Kaiapoi. In this scenario the scarion in Kaiapoi was to 

be sired on Boys Street, and the line norch wa to parallel the !\'lain North Road co 

Woodend and Waikuku. 
The Provincial Government authorised the construction of the northern line 

when it passed the Canterbury Grear orchern Act in 186-4. It favoured the western 

route and it was thought char the norchern line and the southern line co Timaru 

would be constructed imultaneously. It was with astonishmenc that the northern 

seeders learnt that when work began on the southern line it did nor begin 

concurrencly on the northern line. 
One of the problems with the Provincial Governmenc's public works pro-

gramme was the continual need co raise money co be able co proceed. Ir was 

therefore, surprising, chat for the Grear orchern Line the government chose to lay 

rhe more expensive broad gauge even although the narrow gauge had been chosen 

for rhe railway line to the south. As with many enterprises the words describing 

what was proposed were very easily uttered; the work that had to be done co put 

the e words into real icy was very difficult indeed. Throughout Norch Canterbury 

the perceived need for a rai I way network in the area was known co everyone except 

perhaps the merchants in Kaiapoi. These men saw that with a railway, the demand 

for rhe pore would fall away. Indeed it was pointed out at char first meeting in 1864 

chat rhe grain farmers' profits would rise when rhe freight costs were lowered with 

rhe introduction of the railway. This would explain why, among all the orrh 

Cancerbury communities, che Kaiapoi people did not hold numerous meetings 

lamenting the fact that the railway had noc been scarred during the seven years 

between the passing of che legislation and che acrual scare of construction. 

Apart from the perennial lack of money there seemed co be a philosophical 

argumencas co the best way co use the railway system co benefit firscly the province 

and secondly the whole colony. The Press edicorial of 16 !\larch 1868 used the 

example of the United Scares co explain why the railway system was needed and 

how it should be implemenced co make the best use of the available land and 

people resources. The paper noted that the United Scares had no problems 

attracting a large flow of migrants to its shores. To disperse them chroughour the 

councry, the government used the railway system co open up what was termed 

waste lands. The first sign of serclement in much of the land was the railway 

and later, cowns and villages developed along the side of the track. The Press argued 

that if more immigrants were co be attracted co ew Zealand then railways should 

be built into the waste lands to encourage settlement in the more remote areas of 

rhe country. 
Nor surprisingly many correspondents, especially from the northern district, 

saw in this thesis the perfect excuse for the Provincial Government to do nothing. 

orth Cancerbury was not as vast as the scares and territories of che United Scates 

and so there was no real need for a railway system to disperse rhe hoped for 

immigrants. A letter appearing in Tl,e Press in March 1869 submitted by 

E.J .Wakefield, summed up most of the arguments. Wakefield wrote that although 

there was a substantial economy in the norch a railway line was norgoingco impro\'e 

it unless mines were discovered and these in turn attracted a bigger population. He 
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seated chat chc pores at Salcwacer Creek and Kaiapoi had suffic ie nt capac ity co 

handle chc exports from and che imports co che north. (ll 

By che fol lowing September, while not conceding chat the main pare of th e 

thesis may not have been app li cable co Canterbury, The Press was sti ll advocating 

a thorough examination of che reasons for constructing a railway given the limited 

resources of the government. Ic sugge ccd chat che north might be better se rved if 

che terminus for chat region was at Kaiapoi and all goods be shipped from there co 

their ultimate destinations. le also asked chc very practical question of how th e 

railway was going co be financed and built. The paper asked whether ch c project 

was co be undertaken by contract as planned or whether perhaps a cap itali se co uld 

be enduced co invest in such a venture. In any case 11/1e Press concluded 

"-- the ability of the province co carry on any large 

undertaking of this kind\\ ichouc starving itse lf by de,·ocing 

all its availab le funds co a \\·ork not immediate ly reproduc­

tive- muse receive much fuller consideration chan has yet 

been given co chem (the questions) before any sacisfacco ry 

conclusion can be arrived ac." (2l 

In chose seven yea rs che various local auchoricies chat had an interest in Kaiapo i 

only rarely concerned themselves with chc rai lway. In June 1870 che Boro ugh 

Council formed a committee co ascertain che route of che proposed northern 

railway eh rough Kaiapoi. There is no record of a report from this comm ittee. The 

reason for chis can probab ly be laid ac che door of provincial vaci ll ation. Pare of che 

explanation for the long de lay in commencing the line was indecision on th e exact 

route the railway was co cake. In addition co chc routes chat che Railway and Bridge 

Commission had come up with, there was a plan co cake the line co che west so chat 

ic only had co cross the \Vaimakariri once thus cutting down the expense of 

construction. One correspondent wrote chat if che line was co pass co the west of 

Kaiapo i then the produce and passenger traffic from Kaiapoi, Woodend and 

Salcwacer Creek\\ ould continue co use chc porcac Kaiapo i or the l\lain 
1
orch Road. 

The correspondent ca lculated chat che loss would not be made up by the cheapness 

ofche land in che west, as land in Kaiapoi icselfwas extremely cheap. He went on 

co add chat the gra in scores at Kaiapoi would be rendered use less if such a scheme 

,,enc ahead. He then asked chat ifche worse came and che railway was constructed 

on che western route, would che government then build a new road co ch e north 

when che \\'aimakariri claimed che i\lain North Road as a channel, as it appea red 

co be doing ac Couccs' mill-race.(3l Such questions indicated che wide-spread 

concern of local residents about the rail-link. 

In September 1870 che Railways Ace authorized the building of che line from 

Addington co Rangiora. The Ace adopted che five foo t three inch gauge. U nfortu­

nately this was not che end of the controversy over the direction of che line . In 

October the Provincial Counci l member for Oxford, i\ lr i\ lel ville Walke r, brought 

(I) T/11· Pm.<. l l .3. 1869. r.2. 

(Z) TIii' Pms, 29.9.1869. p.2. 

(3) Th, p,,..rs, 26. l 0. l 869. 1'··'· 
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a motion before the Council as kin g that che construction of che northern lin e begin 

at Kai apoi an d go on co Rangiora. His main reason for chis unusual rcq uesc was chat 

he believed chat che frei ght on a con of goods from Kaiapo i co L yctcl co n would be 

ten shillings less if despatched by sea. He a lso believed that not even a half of chc 

produce ofche northe rn a rea would go by rail eve n ifit was ca rri ed for nothing. This 

would make the line from Kaiapoi co C hri stchurch a li ab ility rather than an asset. 

Although many ofche northern Members were sympath e tic co chis ,·ie w chey cou ld 

not, as Beswick suggested, vote aga inst a meas ure already passed by che Coun cil. 

The moti on was lose. (-ll 

The railway, after all these birch pangs, bega n co push sceadi ly cowards Kaiapoi 

from chat dace onward s. By February 187 1 e nough ofche line had been completed 

co le e che concraccs for che next portion of che line between Kaiapoi an d Rangiora. 

The engineer who oversaw che construction ofth e north e rn portion of che railway 

was Edward George \\/ri ght. Wright had arrived in New Zealand in 1857 and had 

undertaken a number of engineering casks in che North Island inc luding che 

construction of the Penca rrow lighchou e. His first engineering ass ignmen t in 

Canterbury wa che building of the bridge which, ove r time, rep laced White's 

bridge in che communica ti ons ne twork. le was built in 1863 downstream of \\'hicc 's 

bridge, connecting High and Cookson Streets which cogeche r make up che 

William Street of th e present day. 
The longest and mos t costl y pa re of che railway line between Addington and 

Kaia poi was che bridge over che Waimakariri Ri ve r. I c needed both thorough 

planning and ca reful engineering co cake inco account che te rrible fo rce of che ri, er 

in hi gh fl ood . The bridge was des igned by th e Provincial C hief E ngineer, George 

Thornton, and built by Willi am Stocks of Dunedin . The work sea reed in June 1871 

from the northern bank. The iron girders of the supcrscruccure reseed on e ighty 

piles of Australian iron-bark each of which was fifteen inches in diameter. The 

piles were further stre ngth e ned by hav ing an iron shoe of cwency eight pounds. 

The bridge was six hundred and cwency seven fee t long and cos t one thousand , 

seven hundre d and ninety- nine pounds. 

The celebrati ons co mark the opening of che cwelve mile line between 

C hristchurch and Kaiapoi cook place on a cold , dull M onday, 29 April 1872. The 

train ca rrying che official party le ft Christchurch station ac cwcl ve thirty. The party 

consi ced of the Superintendent, William Rollescon, che lini sce r for th e Jiddle 

Island , Willi am Reeves, a member of che Colonial Government, Edward Stafford, 

members of the Executive Council, the Provincial Council, th e layo rs of 

Christchurch and Kaiapoi , che T own Clerk and Councillors of Christchurch, hi s 

Honour the Judge and Resident lagi scrace, Mr Gresson, che Public Auditor and 

che engineers. After a shore pause at Papanui , during which an add ress was read co 

Rollescon , the train arrived at Kaiapoi just a fter one o'clock. Ac che sta tion the 

tlayor of Kai apoi , Edward Kerr, made a brief speech of welcome. Then che one 

hundred guests went co the Mechanics Inscicuce Building for a celebratory 

dejeuner. There were numerous coasts in honour of all of che guests and oth e rs 

(4) Tiff Pms, )2 .10. )869. pp.2-3. 
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connected with the building and financing of the line, The wne throughout the 

proceedings was one of self satisfied congratulation and this contrasted with the 

low-key approach which the Kaiapoi Borough Council wok tO the opening. 

The Council was annoyed that the Provincial Government had taken over the 

arrangements for the celebrations. The Counci I had declared a half holiday but few 

of the shopkeepers took the trouble t0 close their doors. There were also very few 

decorations in the streets and those people who did manage t0 go tO the station t0 

greet the train could not be bothered to cheer on its arrival. The cold reception was 

commented on in the report of the occasion by The Press, as was, the rather 

undignified scramble of layor Kerr t0 alight from the train and t0 get t0 his place 

on the platform, in time, tO greet the Superintendent and other important guests. 

A letter written tO The Press summed up the general feeling of discontent in Kaiapoi 

over the arra ngements. 
"--the Town Council had , I believe, prepared a 

programme for filling in a half holiday, having gone as far as 

to issue invitations tO visitors from Christchurch. But the 

Provincial Government, meantime, had decided that they 

would give a dejeuner tO which they invited the Town 

Counc il and a selected unimportant few of the townspeo­

ple t0 be present. The Council, whether through fear of 

ca using any unpleasantness or not, I cannot say, allowed 

their programme to lapse expecting that the Provincial 

Government intended to carry out the proceedings on a 

grander scale. Instead of doing so, however, we find them 

taking a holiday, selecting a few people, making the jour­

ney ove r the line, faring sumptuously at the Institute, 

making bombastic highfalutin ' speeches, and shaking the 

dust of their feet, returning by the way they came, in a 

haughty domineering manner." 

The writer went on to suggest that the ladies should have been thought of and 

perhaps a marquee could have been erected on the vacant railway ground so that 

the townsfolk could have 
"- feasted and met together, and felt better for each 

others' company" 
I le concluded by stating that Kaiapoi felt snubbed. (51 On the day there was 

probably every justification for this feeling but it must be remembered that 

throughout the struggle by the northern community to have the railway built, the 

Kaiapoi residents took very little interest or part in the discussions and arguments. 

The station building was consuucted by Smith and Wright. Robert Wright 

thus had a hand in building another of the town's public building . The station 

had not been completed for the official opening. The state of the station could have 

added to the sense of disappointment that the citizen had over the celebrations. 

(5) Thr Pms. 2.5.1872. p.3. 
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71/11, first ,,,il'l,M\' statio11, photoj!,mp/1ed from the Fuller Street comer. ! 900, !.N Fagle. Kaiapoi photogmph,,r 

- ro1111esy Kr,iapoi ,l/11sfll111 

The station was fifty feet long and fifteen feet wide with a seven foot verandah on 

its eastern side. The booking office and the gentlemen's waiting room was on the 

right of the building. The ladies ' waiting room and the luggage and goods 

department were on the left hand side. The platform was one hundred feet long 

and ten feet\\ idc. It was, according t0 the reports, the equal of any station on the 

line. (6) 
If the opening of the line from Christchurch to Kaiapoi caused the citizens 

of Kaiapoi to feel snubbed then there was one citizen who did not allow 

the authorities to get away with trampling on his rights. When the line wa 

being constructed to Rangiora the embankment followed the line of Peraki Street 

and in so doing blocked the access t0 Joseph Kectley's shoeing shed. Keetley's 

section was bounded by Fuller and Peraki Streets. He had arranged the various 

buildings on his section so that the different aspects of his business could 

be separated from each other. His residence was also on the site. The Fuller Street 

entrance was for those wanting to have their agricultural implements repaired 

and for those wishing to buy new implements. There was a yard on this side of 

the section on which Keetley displayed his goods or parked those awaiting repair. 

On the Peraki Street side was the blacksmithing part of his business. The shoeing 

shed with an attached forge was placed co allow horses and their owners 

free passage int0 it. After the embankment for the railway had been constructed 

there was very little room co get the horses into the shed. It was particularly difficult 

for the owners of young, inexperienced and nervous horses co get them 

(6) T/!f Press. 30.4. 1872. p.2 
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down the slope of the embankment and into the shed. There was also a claim 

that the noise of the trains would frighten the horses and so make shoeing 

impossible. 
Keetlcy sued the government as a consequence for his loss. However at the time 

of the court hearing the line was nor open so the Resident f\lagistrate , George 

t-. lellish , would not allow the noise claim robe made. The case, which ran for six 

days before Mellish and rwo assessors, James Callender and Joseph Clark, there­

fore centred around the claim for damages suffered through a decline in busine s 

brought about by the construction of the embankment so close to the shoeing shed. 

TI.Joynt appeared for Keetley in his claim for five hundred pounds against the 

central government which was represented by t-. laude, the secretary to the Resi­

dent t-.linisrer for the fiddle Island. luch of the argument in court revolved 

around how much trade Keetley had actually lost and the offers that the central 

government had made to Keetley to make things right for him. The offer to fill the 

section up with sand to a level compatible with the embankment and to move the 

buildings was rejected by Keetley's counsel as being next to useless. He sa id that 

once the sand had compacted the problem would reappear. The claim was based 

on the loss of Keetley's regular customers as well as the casual trade he expected 

to do as part of his regular business . ln the end the court awarded Keetley four 

hundred and fifty rwo pounds in compensation as well as his court costs . The action 

proved to Keetley that it was well worth the trouble to take proceedings. lt also 

demonstrated that the court system could work for those who knew their way round 

It. 
During the years of Provincial Government vacillation over the building of 

the northern railway the merchants of Kaiapoi were endeavouring to have that 

body improve the port facilities. There had always been a concern over the 

nav igation of the Waimakariri and especially of the bar. In June 1865 the Port 

Officer from Lyttelton, Captain Fred Gibson, reported to the Secretary of Public 

\Vorks for the Provincial Government, John Hall , on the scare of the port at Kaiapoi 

compared with the ports at Salrwarer Creek and Sumner. He found that although 

a substantial amount of cargo came in and our of the Kaiapoi port very little had 

been done to ensure that it was a safe port. He speculated that with the completion 

of the bridge over the Ashley River the port at Kaiapoi would have an increase in 

the amount of wool shipped our and that improvements at the bar and the proper 

sea king of the channel would add to the trade. Gibson added that nothing, as yet, 

had been done for navigation of the Waimakariri which he considered to be the 

equal of the port at Sumner and better than the one at Salrwarer Creek. The 

estimate for the work proposed in Gibson's report was three hundred pounds. 

Surprisingly, the Provincial Government's response was ro place che recommenda­

tion on the estimates. Such promptness was unexpected. As a result Gibson was 

given che auchoricy to appoint a fisherman , John Peterson, ac Kaiapoi, to mark out 

the navigable channel on che \Vaimakariri. Peterson 's duties included keeping the 

leading beacons at che bar in line with che channel up to Birch 's wharf, keeping che 

channel clear of snags and shifting or replacing che stakes when necessary. He also 

had to keep a boar and rwo men read y to rescue any craft chat might find itself in 
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difficulties. The recompense for this work wa to be one hundred pounds out of 

which Peterson had to pay for the materials needed ro keep the channel stakes in 

good repair. 
1866-67 was a bad season for ships on che \Vaimakariri. A number were stranded 

and lose all or part of their cargoes. In September eleven men connected with 

che port sent a pecicion to Gibson. Six of them were either captains or owners 

of ships using the port, and the other five were businessmen in Kaiapoi. They 

wanted Gibson to have a signal staff erected at che entrance to the river to give 

the captains of vessels using the river an indicat ion of che scare of the bar 

particularly after a fresh had come down che river. Gibson , on instructions from 

the Secretary of Public Works, referred che request to Josiah Birch for his opinion. 

Birch felt chat although che signal staff would be a benefit to the ships using 

che river it wa not absolutely necessary. In his opinion, as mosc of the ships 

trading at Kai apoi came directl y from the Port of Entry, Lyrtelton, where they 

could either get the requisite information on the bar or pick up a seaman who 

was familiar wich the condition of che bar ac that particular cime, there was no 

need for the extra expense involved in erecting a s ignal caff. Birch further 

considered chat che work done by Peterson was sufficient to keep che area safe 

for shipping. As Kaiapoi was not a Pore of Entry che government saw no reason for 

spending any more money on ics improvement. This was an additional reason for 

che merchants ac Kaiapoi to be less chan enthusiastic over the opening of the railway 

as chey had always considered che port the best way to get goods in and out of orth 

Canterbury. 
During that same period in the sixties, the Provincial Government had to 

spend a large amount of money in improving the roads, culverts and bridges on 

che orrh Road particularly che ones over the creeks and drains on che Island. 

With the constant floodin g of the Island most of the original bridges and 

culverts were either in a poor scare of repair or so rotten that chey needed to be 

replaced. Despite che Government's perennial lack of money che work 

was essential and was dul y scheduled. Howe\'er the work did noc proceed 

smoothly. The contract was lee to J.\V.Scewa rt who did noc carry ouc che cerm 

of the con trace especially in regard to che piling of che bridges. The Provincial 

Engineer.Thornton, prepared a report on Stewart's work in which he was 

quire scathing: 
"-- it will be obvious that che opportunities for such 

practices as the contractor for this instance has been guilty 

of are boch numerous and difficult of detection as in che 

case of the piling. --- The piles procured by the 

contractor for the work were of the proper length, were 

pointed and as far as I saw were hod and read y for driving. 

This wou ld lead a person to suppose he honestly intended 

ro drive them, but some departure must have been made 

from this on my back being turned. Although I distrusted 

che contractor from che first, as you are aware from my 

reports, his previous character did not lead me to the 
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conclusion that he was scam ping the work to such a shame­

ful degree as the result has proved." (7) 

Stewart was repl aced by the builder, John Bowmaker, from Kaiapoi. Under 

Bowmaker's direction the work on the Main North Road bridges and culverts 

proceeded smoothly. The govern ment had to spend more money than it had 

budgeted for to fix the mess that Stewart had made of his con tract but the travel Ii ng 

public did receive a good road and the journey from Christchurch became a 

relatively quick and safe affair. 

Despite the improvements in the town's amenities, transport systems and local 

government Kai apo i st ill had the appearance of the raw settler society . The 

constant floods had prevented th e growth of any substantial exotic trees and a 

combination of the sawyers and the fires had destroyed the large native trees. 

Kaiapoi in the early 1870's, for all its progress, still appeared to have been built in 

no more than a haphaza rd manner. The perennial problems of dust and mud still 

plagued the inhab itants. 
In June 1873 the Borough Council formed a committee to oversee the planting 

of ornamental trees in various parts of the town. The Town Clerk was instructed 

to write to the Provincial Government to ask for trees. This committee was the 

forerunner to the sundry societies concerned with the improvement of the physical 

appearance of the town. These societies were important indicators of the commit­

ment the settlers had to their town. fost of the tree planting done by these 

committees would never be seen 111 their maturity by the members who had 

planted them. This dedication to the 

future well-being of Kaiapoi showed 

that the citizens had an allegiance to 

the town which was now being trans­

ferred across the generations. Ata plant­

ing session in the Domain in April 1877 

many shrubs were planted and plans 

were put forward for the making of a 

lawn on the north side of the park to 

prevent the drift of sand into the Do­

main. There were also plans for the 

forming of paths and the planting of 

flowering trees . 

School childre11 plr/J/ti11g trees i11 K11iopoi Domain 

Arbor Day 1908 - ro1111esy Kr,iapoi il/11se11111 

These plans indicate that at the 

same time as the citizens were consid­

ering the aesthetic side of their town's 

appearance they were also considering how best co protect themselves from the 

natural elements. The sand drift in parts of the cown posed an acute problem 

especially in the north-west wind season and any measure of control was welcomed 

by the citizens. Trees also provided protection on the embankments from the 

ravages of the floods. The 1870's saw a large number of willow trees being 

(7) Thornron ro Hall, 24.12. 1867. 
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established along the river banks. The establishment of trees was never easy in 

North Canterbury and co add to the problems of frequent flooding and the drying 

effect of the nor-west wind the young trees in Kaiapoi had co be protected from 

wandering scock, especially horses. The Borough Council regularly, throughout 

the seventies, drew the attention of its citizens co the prohibition against wandering 

scock. At times the police were asked co act against those owners who had not 

heeded the warnings. 
The transfer of care for the future of Kaiapoi across the generations was 

not confined co the planting of trees. Several notable commercial and 

industrial developments crystallised in the 1870's chat would mark Kaiapoi as a 

cown where the work ethic was paramount. 

From the middle 1860's there was a boom in the flax industry and several new 

flax mills opened up, one of which was on the Cam RiveracSidey Quay. In the shore 

time from it's opening in 1866 until 1873 the mill had , in effect, four owners . The 

first owners were Morris and Company. That firm sold out in 1867 co Jenkins who 

ran the mill until 1869 when he gave it over co Ninnis who was endeavouring co find 

a new, economical way of producing a strong fibre . He failed in this and the mill was 

once again back in Jenkins' hands. 

For about the next eighteen months there was a fl ax boom with many new mills 

starting up. The millers were not always well versed in their craft and the product 

they made was not always of a high standard. The honorary secretary of the 

Canterbury Flax Association wrote co The Press co point out that although Mr 

Hawkins of the Styx mill had won a bronze medal a t the lnternational Exhibition 

in Sydney for fine clean machine-dressed flax that made perfectly beautiful rope, 

the general state of the fibre produced in Canterbury was nowhere near this 

standard. It is not known what the standard of the fibre produced by Jenkins was 

like. However it is known that in 1873 when the boom was beginning co level off 

he sold the mill co the Canterbury Spinning and Weaving Company. The intention 

of the company was co manufacture bales, packs, sacks and scrim. It was calculated 

that the conversion of the mill inco a manufacturing plant would use up about half 

of the new company's capital. In order co get a quick return and co claim the 

Provincial Government's reward for being the first company co manufacture 

woollen goods the company turned co the production of blankets and flannels. 

The first Annual General Meeting of the Spinning and Weaving Company was 

held in April 1876 under the chairmanship ofl\lr W. H. Lane. The chairman's report 

painted an ambiguous picture of the state of the company. On the one hand Lane 

reported that the machinery was full y utilized , that the four thousand pounds worth 

of goods produced had been sold and in fact the company had been unable co fill 

orders from outside the province because it did not have enough plant co cope with 

such orders. The future looked bright for the company as it was on the verge of 

claiming the Provincial Government's prize of two thousand pounds for being the 

first co produce five thousand pounds worth of goods. 

On the other hand after questioning from a shareholder, Mr DeBourbel, Lane 

admitted that the company was carrying a two thousand pound loss and that it had 

dismissed all the specialized workers it had attracted from England. Some of the 
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loss had been incurred in experiment needed in the operation co find the best way 

of producing woollen goods. Again, under questioning from DeBourbel , it was 

revealed chat the produces were sold below cost. The reason given for this strategy 

was chat che company was a new one and had co win the support ofche merchants 

in the province. This it could do by undercutting the prices of its rivals, even if this 

meant selling at a loss in the initial stages of market development. The direccors, 

however, were sure enough about the viability of the com pany co order more 

machinery from England. This move outraged the shareholders at the meeting. 

They were concerned chat the direccors had made a decision co spent more money 

on extra machinery without shareholder consul cation. The reply from Lane, chat 

if the direccors had waited for a shareholders ' meeting then the faccory would have 

had insufficient machinery for the coming season, did little co molify the concern 

of the shareholders. 
The report of this meeting in The Press was followed by a letter from a 

correspondent signing himself "B/011ket. " He obviously had inside information as 

he was able co reveal chat che coca I number of specialized workers from England was 

cwo. The company fitter , Mr Hoyle, was on a twelve month contract co fie up the 

machinery and when chat had expired he had left for South Africa . The other hand 

was the manager, Mr l\lills, and he had been discharged. "B/011ket" then reported 

chat some of the experiments alluded co in the chairman's reply included the 

feeding of wool full of thistles, gorse, fernscicks , and other rubbish through the 

machines causing frequent scoppages co repair broken threads. The wrong class of 

wool was often used for the type of ya rn the mill was cry ing co produce and generally 

was not properly mixed and evenly blended. It would seem, chat from "Blanket's" 

point of view, che Canterbury Spinning and Weaving Company did not know how 

co run a woollen manufacturing plane. 
By September, however, the direccors were beginning co plan co shift the mill 

co Heathcote. A special meeting was called underchechairmanship of George I-I a rc 

co put cwo resolutions co the shareholders. The first resolution was co authorise the 

direccors co raise a loan co pay for the machinery which they had ordered from 

England, some of which had already arrived. The second resolution was co 

authori se the directors co look for a suitable site for the mill near the railway line 

between Lyttelcon and Christchurch. The directors had examined a site near the 

Hillsborough station which they thought would be suitable given its proximity co 

the station and co the Heathcote River. The direccors had nor reckoned on the 

depth of local feeling among the Kaiapoi shareholders. Isaac Wilson summed up 

che feeling of the shareholders when he pointed out chat there would be a large 

outlay incurred for the purchase of the land and he thought chat if the company 

needed co expand then new buildings could be erected just as inexpensively in 

Kaiapoi as in Chriscch urch. le would be preferable, in Wilson 's opinion, co leave the 

mill on its present sire than co incur a loss of between five and eight thousand 

pounds. 
Mr H.Thompson thought chat the Kaiapoi shareholders were making the issue 

coo personal and chat they would do well co rememberchac the Company was called 

the Canterbury Spinning and Weaving Company and not Kaiapoi. ln countering 
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this argument l\lr Beharrell pointed our chat the flannel produced by the mill was 

known as Kaiapoi flannel. As most of the directors lived in Christchurch the most 

pertinent reason for the proposed shift may have been their own convenience. le 

would have been easier for chem co supervise the running of a mill sicuaced in 

Christchurch. 
The Kaiapoi shareholders held a meeting on 3 October at the Pier Hotel with 

Oram in the chair. Those in attendance held between chem one hundred shares. 

The meeting passed two resolutions. Firstly chat the co mpany be wound up and 

secondly that a committee be formed co canvass all the shareholders to obtain che 

requisite majority for such an action. l\lcssrs Beharrell , Parnham, Isaac Wilson, 

Johnston , R.Moore, Wearing and J.L.Wilson formed the committee. 

A week lacer the northern hareholders held a further meeting, again at che Pier 

Hotel, with G.I-1. Wearing in the chair. The meeting asked for a report on the 

committee's work co dace. le was told chat the committee would report when it had 

finished its cask. J.L.Wilson then proposed chat ifche direccors persisted in their 

aim co move the mill co Christchurch then the committee should consider the feas­

ibility of scarring another company and putting in an offer for the present plane. 

Three days lacer a deputation of shareholders met with the directors co discuss the 

issues. The direccors were still determined co shift che mill sire and the Kaiapoi 

shareholders were equally determined co pursu e their option of winding up the 

company. Aca special meeting to confirm the direccors' right to borrow more money 

co pay for the machinery and the removal of the plant to Christchurch the Kaiapoi 

contingent were there in force but they were unable co stop the resolutions being 

confirmed. However the wrangle between the factions proved co be fatal for the 

Canterbury Spinning and Weaving Company. It had lose the confidence of the local 

merchants who placed their orders for the coming season with English companies. 

The direccors had no option but co allow the mill co top work and eventually in 

1877 the plant was pm up for auction. It was bought by the Hon.J.T.Peacock for 

Kaiapoi ll'ool/e11 ,Iii/I 's staff, 1886 - 90 James l .eirhead, 111a1lflger, seated i11 mi/re -

courtesy Kr,iapoi 11/11set1111 
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seven thousand pounds. He sold it in 1878 co the newly formed Kaiapoi \Voollen 

Manufacturing Company. The Kaiapoi shareholders of the Camerbury Sp111n111g 

and Weaving Company had , through this purchase, achieved their aim ofkeep111g 

the mill in Kaiapoi . . 
The chairman of direccorsofthe new company was Isaac Wilson who had played 

a leading role in the committee which had coppled the directorate of the old 

company. His fellow directors were ).Ballantyne, George BlarcJ,well, G.Coup, 

R.Coup, J.W.Ellen, R. foore, E.l\lulcock, Edwin ,Parnham, l homas Pashby, 

J.T.Peacock, William Sansom and James Wood. 1 his time the company was 

entirely in local hands. _ 
Wilson used his considerable skills co guide the company through its e_arly days. 

The company set out co produce a quality product that was clo_sely identified With 

the name of Kaiapoi. This seemingly modern tech111que w!th its empha_s1s on 

quality gave the fledgling company a local advantage which resulted 111 the 

company recording a profit in its first six months_oftrad111g. By 1880 the company 

was able co increase both its share base and its capital from fifteen thousand pounds 

co one hundred thousand pounds. The premises were extended and a cloth111g 

branch was established in Christchurch. 
lore than that, however, the mi II brought about a change co Kaiapoi itself. The 

majority of the first employees at the mill were immigrants_ from Lancashire who 

had arrived in Kaiapoi in the sixties with the requ1s1te sp111111ng and weav111g sk1Hs. 

These people gave the town an atmosphere unlike any other settlement 111 

Canterbury. The enthusiasm for rowing, the affect10n for brass band music and the 

on-Conformist beliefs already present in the cown were strengthened by the 

orth of England origins of these new inhabitants. _ _ 
George Blackwell, one of the first direccors of the Ka1apo1 Woollen l\lanufaccur­

ing Company, along with Isaac Wilson played_ a determ111111g par~ 111 the d_1rect1on 

that Kaiapoi cook in the sixties and sevennes_. He was co bnng considerable 

expertise co the commercial life of the commun1t_y. _ 
Blackwell was born in Leamingcon, Warick.shire 1n 18-+8. At the age of fifteen 

he signed on with the Royal avy and joined _"H.ill.S.Styx" which was engag~d 111 

the war against slave traders on the West African coast. After six years Blackwell 

bought his way out of the navy and for a_ year and a half worked at vanous Jobs 111 

England including working on the railway then _be111~ constructed" betwee?, 

London and Oxford. ln 1863 he left England as an 1mm1grant on the H11ntress 

which arrived in Lyttelcon in April 1863. He was able co get a job immediately on 

his arrival with his cousin Henry Kite who was a builder. Kite's main work was 1n 

Lyttelcon but he did have some contracts in Kaiapoi. Blackwell's first cask 111 the 

cown was to help build Micheal Lynskey 's house in Black Street. In :865 Blackrwe_ll 

left Kite and began doing carting work between Lyttelcon and Chnstchurch. fh,s 

lasted only a few months and in August he decided co go bac~ co ;1,1s marltlme life 

by joining the merchant trade between L yttelton and H,~ k1t1k~; I he_first ship he 

sailed on was the "Thet,s " and the second one was the Spray . This work only 

lasted a few months because by February 1866 Blackwell was back on shore 

working for W.Reed who was a commission agent and ships' chandler in L ynelcon. 
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After a year with Reed, Blackwell left 

co begin work with Newnham and 

Buddle in Kaiapoi. 
Newnham and Buddle were gen­

eral scorekeepers, grain and produce 

merchants. Their score was in Charles 

Street south of where the Hansen 

Building is coday. The store and its 

associated wharf had been built by 
Beswick and Birch. Charles Street was 

the centre of Kaiapoi 's commercial Ii fe 

in that pre-railway era with ships going 

in and out of the port on a daily basis. 

ewnham and Buddle had three areas 

of business. They had a general store, 

they bought and sold farm produce 

and they also ran a shipping enter­

prise. lt was a marvellous firm for the 

yo ung Blackwell co learn the skills of a 

general merchant as well as extending 

the skills he had already acquired in 

his previous jobs. He was able co save 

enough money to buy a house and to 

send for his fiancee, Annie Shearsby. 

The house which Blackwell purchased in April 1868 for fifty four pounds was 

situated in Raven Street. In a little under two months after he had bought the house 

George Blackwell and Annie Shearsby were married. The marriage took place on 

3 June 1868, a week after Annie arrived in Canterbury. 

During the period that Blackwell worked in the store the firm had a change of 

partnership. From Newnham and Buddle it became Callender and ewnham and 

in this period it became less viable. Newnham had become involved in the new 

Borough Council and in December 1869 had been elected mayor. His sudden 

death in July 1870 must have left the business in a weakened state. 

It was not, therefore, surprising that in 1871 Blackwell made a decisive move 

both for himself and for Kaiapoi. He went into business on his own account. His 

score which opened in August on the !\lain North Road was called the Railway 

Score. In using that name he may have been cashing in on the hoped for popularity 

of the railway which was nearing completion at that time. He may have also been 

remembering his work on the London-Oxford line. The store carried all sorts of 

general goods including a cart and harness section and was apparently profitable 

enough after two years for Blackwell to buy out Alfred Weston, another ofKaiapoi's 

early scorekeepers. \Veston's business was situated in bigger premises on the 

corner of Hilcon and Black Streets. The construction of the railway had shifted the 

commercial centre of Kaiapoi from Charles Street and the Main orth Road co the 

southern side of the settlement. Blackwell's purchase of Weston's store took him 
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near co che hearc of che new business area. Weston 's business also gave Blackwe ll 

a wider diversicy of goods. As well as groceries, drapery and cloching ic had a bakery, 

a produce score and a scab le. Blackwell's business was being builcon che ex peri e nce 

he had gained during his years wich ewnham 's business. le was in ch1s yea r, 1873, 

chac Blackwell began his councry rounds co C larkv ill e, Eyrecon, Ohoka 

and Woodend. Through hard work and a greac deal of ac uce business acumen 

George Blackwell builc up a business chac is pare of che conci nuous hi story of 

Kaiapoi. 
Blackwell , in common wich Isaac Wilson, was an acc ive member of che Mech-

odisc church. le is easy co make che conneccion becween che philosophy demon­

scraced by chac church of hard wo rk and sober li ving and che business_s~1ccess of 

George Blackwell. To do so on ics own would ignore che personal qual1c1 es ofd1 e 

man himse lf. His whole life was one of service boch co his fam il y and co che wider 

communicy. 
Togerher Blackwell and Wilson in boch cheir business and polic_ical lives gave 

Kaiapoi a new sense of direccion. Their decerminarion gave rh e Ka1apo1 Woollen 

Manufaccuring Company a compecici ve edge char was noc macched by any ocher 

woollen manufaccuring company in ew Zealand for many yea rs. They believed 

in che viabi liry ofche factory from che very beginning. le has been sa id chac che firsc 

piece of cweed made by che new company was so ld by Blackwe ll 's sco_re. 

The secrec of cheir success wich che mill was a lways co keep che factory up w1cl1 

che lacesc developmencs in currem cechnology . An ea rl y example ofchi s philosophy 

was che employmem of James Leichead in 1881 as mill manage r. Leichead had 

ga ined his experience of woo ll en manufaccuring in che so u eh of Scocl and ac Georg_e 

Robercs and Company of Selkirk and chen ac ].J .\Vil son of Kendal. W1ch ch1s 

experience Leichead was ab le co insisc on che hi ghesc of scand ards and qualicy; go ne 

were che days of che Camerbury Spin nin g and Weaving Company's praccice of 

feeding dircy wool into che machines. le was under Leichead 's managership rh ac che 

name " Kaiapoi" became synonymous wich qua liry. 
Isaac Wilson 's devocion co che success of che mill cann oc be ove rl ooked. le 

was cercain ly app reciaced by his directors. Ac che firsc annual ge nera l meecing of 

che company chey vored chac cwo hundred pounds be appropri aced from che 

protic accoum and be g iven co Wilson as an honorarium in apprec iaci on for ~he 

many hours of work he had given che company in ics firsc year. In a gescure cyp1cal 

of Wilson in accepcing che gifc he sa id chac he would use ic co sec up an imeresc 

bearing fund from which money cou ld be drawn by employees of che company 

when chey were sick or injured and noc in receipc of a wage . H owever ar che fifch 

annual general meecing che directors were able co g ive Wilson a meme nto 

in recognicion of his energy in promocing che company. T he woo ll e n mill had been 

awarded a crophy made of New Zealand sil ve r worch sixcy pounds as an Induscri al 

Prize. The directors felc chac ic would be a small token of che appreciacion chey 

had for che yea rs which Wilson had devored co che company wichouc any 

monetary reward . 
In Jul y 1883 l saac Wilson became ill and in hi s absence Blackwe ll was voced into 

che chair. Blackwell comi nued co hold che cha irmans hip in chis manner umil che 
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1884 Annual General Meecing in April, when ic was obv ious chac Wilson 's illness 

was preve ming hi s re turn co the chair. Blackwell was e lecced che second chairman 

and managing directo r of che company. His sa lary of one hundred and fifty pounds 

was back-daced co October l 883 in recognici on of che work he had been doing in 

che absence of Wilson. The Hon ].T.Peacock was voced onto ch e board of directors 

co fill the vacancy caused by Wil son's de parcure. 

In che same yea rs as Wilson and hi s fellow directors were escab li sh ing a viab le 

induscry for Kaiapoi che Borough Council was accempt ing co consol idare che 

posicion of the pore. The Provinc ia l Government had never been enthusiascic 

abouc che esca bli shment of che pore and a lchough ic had ass isced in che clearing and 

marking of che channel in che sixcies che Provincia l Government did not want co 

assume responsibilicy for furcher improvemencs. In 1875, jusc ac che <leach knell of 

che provincial gove rnment syscem , che Borough Counc il requesced whac was 

cermed as che rive r rese rves plus a furcher five chousand ac res be set aside as an 

endowmem for che Waimakariri H arbour Trusc. The Superintendem, Rollescon, 

re pli ed chacche Provincia l Government had no auchoricy co do such aching and that 

the Borough would have co gee permission from the cencral government miniscers. 

This repl y res ulced in some confusion. The Member ofche H ouse of Represema­

ci ves for Kaia poi , C.C. Bowen, pointed out chac a ll rh e Provincial Governmenc had 

been requesced co do was co g ive approva l for th e scheme. The centra l government 

would ca rry the request into effecc. Roll esco n scill seemed unsure of hi s role and 

while ch e co nfusion was being so rce d ouc, che Boro ugh Counc il came up wich a 

so lucion of ics own. In a le cce r co Bowen, che ~layor, E.G.Kerr, specified chac che 

Council wanced che Waimakariri Harbour Bill , currencly being considered by che 

I-louse, co co nca in a clause enabling che \Vaimakariri H arbour Board co borrow on 

che securicy of its propercy and co be able co levy che neccessary dues. This was 

important co che Council as ic did noc wanr che H arbo ur Board co have the right co 

levy races on raceable propercy in che town. 
In order co sec che H arbour Board up wich a propercy base ch e Borough Counc il 

passed a reso lucion at its 27 June 1876 meecing co che effecc chac ic would give up 

its claim co che river froncage reserves and che ferry reserve for che benefic of che 

H arbour Trusc. This was subjecc co ch e proviso ch ac che governme nt would 

guarantee the leases a lread y entered inco by th e Coun cil. The river frontages 

co nsisced of che land on che north bank becween C harl es Streec and che river and 

che land becween Raven Screec and che river on che so uch bank. In che midst of 

chese bewildering circumscances che Colonial Legislacure passed che \Vaimakariri 

H arbour Acc. 
Unforcunacely che Ace did noc g ive che H arbour Boa rd che power co 

borrow sufficient fund s co carry ouc improve me ncs. The Board was, therefore, 

hamscrung before ic even bega n its operations. H oweve r there was suppo rc for che 

Harbour Board from che racepayers. In July 1877 over one hundred racepayers 

signed a pecicion as kin g che Council co ass isc the H arbour Board co make che river 

navi gable. Those racepayers represen ced more th an hal fof che assessed va lue of the 

Borough and so che Council considered chac ic had an inceresc in acced ing co cheir 

requesc. Accordingly che Borough sec as ide three hundred pounds co he lp che 
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Board pay for che c learing our ofche North Branch from Luck 's Point to che Swing 

Bridge. 
There was also a move by che Borough Council to connect che railway to che 

pore by conscruccing a siding from che station to Raven Screec. le was antici­

pated char che increased business for che harbour char would result from 

che construction of che siding would help che 1~Iarbour Board to become a self­

operable encicy. Bue once again che Borough Council struck difficulties in convinc­

ing che government ofche wisdom ofchis plan. The Department of Public Works 

did nor see che need for che siding and ic is apparent from the minutes of che 

Borough Council char ic was a ided in chis decision by che Railways Department. A 

viab le pore would be a chreac to che orth Canterbury operations of che Railways 

Deparcmenc. In a way, che argument over che best way of transporting goods from 

orth Canterbury was se((led by che refusal of che Public Works Departmenc to 

build che siding. Without ic and without any proper method of funding, the 

\Vaimakariri H arbou r Board was nor able to function in a compecicive fashion with 

che railway. 
In September 1879 che Borough Council received a le((er from che Harbour 

Board enq uiring as to whether the Council would be willing to take over the 

functions ofche Board. The Council resolved chat ic would be willing to do so with 

respect to both th e functions and the property of che Board on condition of a formal 

lega l transfer to che Council. The Harbour Board was not able to accept this 

condition and so kept its separate identity. 
The Public Works Department and che Railways Department played another 

major role in che administrative life of Kaiapoi in the sevencies. The curse of 

regular flooding had still nor been resolved. The focus of a((ention had shifted, 

however, from che north-west of che se((\ement to che south-ease. In 1870 

che gove rnmenc had funded the erection of a groyne on the eastern side of 

che Sou eh Branch ofche Waimakariri near che railway bridge in an effort to protect 

both che Island and Christchurch from che ravages of a flood. By June 1877 ic 

was apparenc chat che groy ne was assisting in che destruction of che embank­

ment proceccing che Island rather than proceccing ic. The Borough Council wrote 

to che Minister of Public Works to ask him to cake seeps to remedy the problem 

as soon as possible, as che safety of the town was being chreacened. There was no 

response to this request. The Council wrote again in October 1877 to ask for the 

removal of che groyne as its presence was conuibucing to considerable destruction 

in che adjacent area on che Island. Again there was no response. In August 

1878 che Council wrote to che Secretary of Public Works requesting char 

some action be taken over che "evil" char was occurring ac che southern end of 

che Railway Bridge. The Council suggested that the bridge be extended so that 

it was not impeding the flow of water. The Council also informed the Secretary 

that James Clark had given permission to the Council to erect an embankment 

on his land to prevent the river from eroding che eastern end of che town. By 

1 October 1878 the Council was demanding chat a commissioner be appointed to 

enquire into the problems caused by che river. As part of the solution the Coun­

cil had decided that an embankment should be built along Jollie Sueet to 

)'Mrs of Co11solid111io11 

Cass Street and from there to the large floodgate in Commercial Road. A fort­

night lacer it was decided char a delegation led by the f\la yo r should go 

to Wellington to put the town's case directly to the f\liniscer. 

After chis visit there were a flurry of inspections and recommendations from the 

local Government Engineers. It was decided to cut a waterway through Stewarts 

Gully and to lengthen the railway bridge by three bays. In addition the Boroug h 

Council was advised to allow five hundred pounds to carry out protective work in 

che eastern portion of the town. 
However it was noc uncil November 1879 that the Council saw che full report 

of che Engineers. This was cwo and a half years after che first approach to the 

Minister of Public Works. The report, wri((en by che Residenc Engineer, Dobso n, 

and che Commissioner of Railways in Christchurch, Henry Lowe, noted the 

damage complai nee! of by the Council was in the eastern portion of che town near 

che woolworks owned by f\ l r Ellen . The river had made a large encroachment of 

ten chains in the so ft sanely soil and had carried away cwo embankments and was 

now at the base of the third e mbankment. The Council had built a fourth 

embankment beyond che wool works and che reporc considered chac che building 

was in imminent clanger of being swepc away. 

"-- It appears all bm certain chac one or cwo floods will 

cake away all che land on which the works scancl--­

noth ing buc che most expensive work will prevent this." (8) 

The report recommended char che only feasible option was to direct as much 

wacer as was possible into che old Sou eh Branch outlec channel. This was to be done 

by cuccing a channel eh rough Stewarts Gully and by adding three forty-fooc spans 

to che south encl of che bridge. By doing chac ic was choughc chac che wacer would 

be diverted away from che weaker pares of the Kaiapoi bank. The farmers on the 

north bank had registered complaincs aboutthe raising of che bank across l rishmans 

Flat which had resulted in the floods between Chaneys and Stewarts Gully being 

higher. The report recommended that the breaches made by the floods remain in 

the bank uncil the cu((ing had been constructed in Stewarts Gull y so that a flood 

in the immediate fuwre would have an outlet to che river. 

The Borough Council had found th at dealing with che government in \Velling­

ton had been jusc as frustrating as dealing wich che Provincial Governmenc in 

Christchurch. Ic was noc until a delegation had been to Wellington char flood 

proteccion was taken seriously by che Departmencs of Pub! ic Works and Railways. 

The journey north was to be made many more rimes in succeeding years as the 

various councils sought assistance from the national government. 

In che meancime the Council called a conference with che other local bodies to 

discuss whether the area needed to sec up a Board of Conservators to oversee the 

section of the Waimakariri River that affected them. The Waimakariri Harbour 

Board was represenced by ics chairman, George Blackwell, the Borough of Rangiora 

was represented by the f\layor, H. Blacke((, who also represented che Rangiora and 

(8) Reporr presented 11111 Sperir,I .lfmi11g of the K11i11poi Boro11gh Co1111ril. -l.11.1879. 
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Mandeville Road Board. The Eyreton Board was represented by its chairman, 

Isaac Wilson. Ir was decided that a Board would be of no additional use to them but 

that the Board of Conservators for the South Waimakariri shou ld be written to and 

asked not to construct any obstruction in the Waimakariri bed that cou ld cause 

damage to the north bank. It was also resolved that the government shou ld be 

written to and asked to proceed without delay on the channe l through Stewarts 

Gully. Accordingly even after the report and the recommendations there 

was no immediate action taken by the government to relieve the problem of flood 

control for Kaiapoi. 
One of the continuing problems that plagued the administration surfaced 

during this conference. This was the lack of will on the part of the loca l authorities 

to co-operate with each other to attain a common goal. T he absence of co-operation 

was especially apparent over the problem of flood contro l of the Waimakariri River. 

A dearth of coll aboration between adjacent local bodies was also appa rent in 

the difficulties over Beach Road. The Heney and Saunders families were pioneer 
dairy farmers in the Beach Road area 
and it was through their effo rts that 
the road across the low lying swampy 
land had been constructed. The area 
was cri ss-crossed by creeks, the most 
significant of which was named Salt­
water Creek, not to be confused with 
the river port of the same name further 
north. In order to prevent conti nual 
flooding the road was constructed 
above the leve l of the land . This cre­
ated a ponding effect on the northern 
side of the road. To re li eve the build­
up of water a number of drains were 
put in running towards the Waimakariri 
at ri ght angles to the road. The admi n­
istration of the area was shared by the 
Borough Cou nci I and the Rangiora and 
Mandeville Road Board. 

There were continual problems 
with the maintenance of the drains 
and of the road. The root cause of 
most of these problems was the lack 

Beach Rood Poplars - Koiopoi Dio111011d J11bilee of co-operation between the authori-

Book/cr 1868-1928 ties when they were setting their 

budgets and maintenance programmes. The road itself became 

a land mark in the district because of its avenue of poplar trees. These were planted 

by the Council and the Road Board at the behest of Isaac Sanders. He thought that 

the trees would prevent the road from slipping down to the leve l of the surrounding 

land. Even the maintenance of the trees caused problems between the Council and 
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the Road Board that at Limes reached Gilbert and Sullivan proportions with each 

authority writing numerous letters to each other on the subject of the welfare of the 

trees. 
\Vi thin the Borough itself at this time, however, the various groups concerned 

with li ving conditions in the town were able to co-operate to improve the environ­

ment. 1lost of these groups were formed on the initiative of the Council. 

The first such group 11a the Board of Health. It was formed in 1876 by the 

Council constituting itself, on appropriate occasions, as a Board of Health. The 

loca l medical practitioners were always present at the Board of Health meetings 

where they presented reports on contagio us diseases among their patients . The 

precaution taken in all cases was to isolate the family until either the disease had 

run its course and the patient had recovered or the patient had died. 

There was concern among the townsfolk about the state of hygiene in Kaiapoi. 

This worry manifested itself in petitions to the Council asking it co clear away, in 

the terminology of these requests, public nuisances. Such nuisances cou ld range 

from pools of stagnant water left behind after a flood, co piles of refuse, co the 

unh ygienic disposal of sewage. 
In the first years of settlement each household made its own arrangements 

for the supply of water and the disposal of rubbish. As the town grew, 

it became apparent that there needed co be co-ordination in the supply of 

water and sewage disposal co prevent the passage of water-bourne diseases. In 
the 1870's it fe ll co the Board of Health 
co accept responsibility for this cask. In 
fact, the Board became a public watch­
dog on the state of hygiene and thus of 
health in genera l throughout the bor­
ough. 

Dr William Ovenden, an Irishman 
who attained his medical degree from 
Trinity Co ll ege Dublin, was the 
first chairman of the Board of Health. 
He had arrived in New Zea land 
in 1874 and had immediately set 
up practice in Kaiapoi. His election 
co the Borough Council in March 1876 
coincided with the establishment 
of the Board of Health. His monthly 
reports contained the usual li sts 
of families suffering from the numer­
ous communicab le diseases of the 

Dr \V. Ovende11 - courtesy Kaiopoi Jlluse11111 period such as scarlet fever, scarl etina, 

and diphtheria. Ovenden extended his duties by instigating preventative meas­

ures. In December 1879 after a report of a case of diphtheria in the Armitage family 

the Board of Health decided co write co the Borough Counci l asking it co instruct 

the teachers at the Kaiapoi Borough School co inspect the children once a week for 
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throat disease. If any child was found to be infected then he or she was to be kept 

out of school until he or she had recovered. [n February 1880 the Board of Health 

directed that the school water closets be inspected by the Inspector of Public 

u1sances. 
In the meantime Dr Ovenden was appointed the i\ledical Officer to the Board 

of Health at a salary of thirty pounds a year. With this appointment Ovenden 's role 

in public health became more active. He decided to conduct weekly inspections 

of the schoolchildren and he coupled this with inspection of the school buildings 

and grounds to ensure chat they were in an hygienic state. As a result of his school 

inspections Ovenden recommended that ventilators be installed in the closets and 

the urinals. He also objected to the burial of night soil in the school grounds. The 

Borough Council gave the School Committee permission to bury the night soil on 

the !\,lain North Road Reserve. 
In April 1880 there were two child deaths in Kaiapoi from diphtheria that 

resulted in further changes for the Borough. The first death in early April was in 

Charles Dudley's family. DrOvenden recommended thaca drain be put clown from 

Dudley 's house to the river so that the stagnant water could be drained away. The 

Cou nci I agreed to do this on cond i rion that Dudley paid ha! f the cost. The drain was 

put in and still exists. The second diphtheria death occurred at the end of the same 

month in the Bennett family. This rime the doctor recommended that the Beach 

Road drains be cleared out. This led to another round of correspondence with the 

Rangiora and i\landeville Road Board . Ovenden 's recommendations also ex­

tended to observations on the scare of the side channels in Peraki Street and to an 

order to the butcher in Peraki Street nor to hang his sheep skins on the fence as 

they were objectionable. Bur more importantly the Borough Council began to 

consider a borough-wide scheme for the disposal of sewage. 

In April 1880 the Council called a public meeting to study the most up to dare 

method of sewage disposal in existence at that time, the pan system. This system 

involved the employment of a man to collect the night soil. The soil was then 

disposed ofby burying it in a place deemed to be safe by the Board of Health. In 

considering this centrally controlled method of sewage disposal the Borough was 

adopting a communal responsibility for its citizens chat would cake the settlement 

a step further away from the cown 's pioneer roots. The pan system was introduced 

into the borough in July 1883. 
Another example of communal education was also initiated by the Board of 

Heath. It was decided to have rwo hundred and fifty pamphlets printed with 

instructions on the proper care of infectious patients and distribute them to all 

householders. 
The second example of a group within the cown co-operating to improve the 

living conditions of the citizens displayed a rather more ambivalent attitude than 

that shown by the Board of Health. In an age where it was a duty to look after one's 

neighbours there was, seemingly, a lack offeeling cowards those who were less well 

off in the community. ln general it was thought that those without the 1T1eans to 

support themselves had brought this state upon themselves. However communi­

ties did set up Charitable Aid Boards to assess the needs of those in distress and to 
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give them sums of money to relieve their anguish. Kaiapoi was no exception. In the 

seventies and eighties, especially, there was a fair proportion of women and 

children in Kaiapoi who needed help from the Charitable Aid Board . As with the 

Health Board the cases were reported to the Borough Council which had the power 

to refuse the recommendations of the Board . In fact it rarely did so and in some 

cases it asked the Board to reconsider its findings to increase the allowance for a 

family. In December 1879 the Charitable Aid Board recommended that a man 

called Kerr be given a ten shillings a week allowance. The Council decided to 

increase this to twelve shillings and sixpence a week. In orher cases however the 

Council cook a sterner attitude. In the case ofa i\ I rs Sellars, in July I 879, the Counci I 

resolved to write to her two sons to request them to contribute five shillings a week 

each for her upkeep, with the reservation in the case of one of them to allow him 

some time to pay the money. In one unusual case, in August 1880, the Borough 

resolved to petition the I inister ofJ ustice through the Resident i\ lagistrate to seek 

a pardon for Mr T. Pearson. ,J r Pearson's wife was dying and i r was thought that if 

he was nor released from gao l then he would not see her alive again. The Council 

also empowered one of the councillors to procure the necessary medical comforts 

for i\Jrs Pearson. The Council, in this case, certainly went far beyond its duty in 

caring for its citizens. It can be speculated chat in a small close-knit society the 

business of all the inhabitants was well known to everyone and that it was 

imperative chat the Council be seen to do the be t chat it could for its citizens. A 

further speculation can be made; the strong influence of non-conformist chinking 

of chose on the Kaiapoi Borough Council made the councillors more amenable to 

wider aces of charity chan was normal for chose rimes. 

The years of consolidation lasted from the first days of the Borough Council to 

the early 1880's. It was a time when the administration of the rown was new and 

there were all the attendant problems chat are associated with being new. There 

was broad growth in new industrial and commercial enterprises. In the beginning 

these were considered necessary for the survival of Kai apoi but in the encl had 

national significance. This was particularly so in the case of the Kaiapoi Woollen 

Mill. The town 's sporting and cultural clubs flourished. The growing pride in the 

cown felt by its citizens was reflected by the planting of trees and shrubs and the 

laying out of the Domain. The cown authorities also bega n to assume a care for the 

welfare of all of the inhabitants of Kaiapoi that moved the cown positively along 

from the pioneer days when each individual and family was responsible for its own 

welfare. 
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Chapter Six: 

THE LATE VICTORIA AGE. 

li 
n the chirty chree years from che founding of Kaiapoi as a borough co che end 

of Queen Viccoria's reign there was a shift in the perception of the cown by its 

citizens. They no longer regarded themselves as on the edge of civilisation 

concerned with the difficulties of survival. They were becoming part of the 

mainstream of New Zealand life. 
The 1870's had been a boom rime for the national economy because of the 

enthusiasm of rhe government for Vogel 's public works schemes. The schemes 

replaced the gold rushes of the 1860's in acting as a stimulus for the national 

economy. Unfortunately apart from the construction of the northern railway and 

the various branch lines, the local Kaiapoi economy derived little benefit from the 

Vogel schemes. In fact the immigration scheme char went hand in hand with the 

public works scheme proved co be a problem for Kaiapoi as ir tended co increase the 

numbers of unemployed people in the cown. The cown was developing its own 

economic infrastructure which protected it, co a large degree, from the depression 

of rhe 1880's char followed the 1870's boom. The centre of the infrastructure was 

rhe Woollen Mill. Due co good management and an emphasis on quality the mill 

was able co continue co grow steadily at a rime when other businesses in the country 

were faltering. 
The success of the mill could account for the ambiguity of outlook that was 

displayed by Kaiapoi in irs official life at the beginning of this period. The Council 

was pleased co celebrate what could be termed the more cheerful events in the 

nation's life, as for example the Queen's Birthday, and it ignored the more painful 

aspects of life, for example the dramatic rise in the numbers of men who were 

unemployed. In Kaiapoi this rise was caused by the numbers of people attracted co 

the area by the hope of employment at the Woollen Mill or on the surrounding 

farms. Howeverrheiraspirations were largely unsatisfied because although the mill 

made steady progress it did not expand and farmers were making more use of 

machinery and their own family members co work their farms. 
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Towards the end of August 1880 a problem surfaced in connection with the fire 

brigade that typified the inward concerns of the cown. Some members of the fire 

brigade were not inclined co carry out their duties and the Council asked that they 

either resign or resume their duties. Two members of the brigade, R.W.Smith and 

G.F.Pearce, did resign but the rest decided co remain as members. In a letter co the 

Council the remaining members enclosed a letter from twenty-one residents 

offering co form a new fire brigade ifG.H.Blackwell was appointed superintendent. 

This was done and the fire brigade began a new era under the firm management 

hand of Blackwell. The Council passed a resolution at its September meeting 

thanking R.W.Smith and the former members of the fire brigade for their services 

and lamenting the fact that such a trifling matter should have resulted in disturbing 

the harmony between the brigade and the Council. 

Ir appears though, that local matters, some more trifling than others, were co 

plague the council for most of the 1880's. The first of these was a dispute over the 

non payment of rent by the lessees of the Ashburcon esrare. When the Provincial 

Government decided co make the bridge coll free it compensated the borough by 

giving co it an estate of two thousand acres at Dromore, near Ashburcon. The coils 

had been used by the Counci l co maintain the bridge and the Main North Road 

which were of viral national importance in the communication network. The rent 

from the estate was co do the same job as the co il s and so any non-payment of the 

rent was viewed most seriously by the Council. The lease in the 1880's was held 

by the Sanders brothers who had struck trouble with their farming operation in the 

general downturn of the economy of that time. The Council on the advice of it's 

solicicor, Mr Joynt, offered the Sanders the option of surrendering the lease and 

paying the rent co date. The Sanders were happy co do this and so the affair was 

settled amicably by the Mayor at a special meeting with the Sanders. The lease was 

offered for sale again at four shillings an acre. 

The second event was not so easily settled. The cownsfolk had nor given up the 

idea of a railway siding being constructed co the harbour. In August 1881 the 

Council came up with an ambitious plan which if it had been presented co the 

government five years earlier may have succeeded, ar least in part. The plan was 

co construct a railway siding from the station along the Main North Road, over the 

bridge and down the side of the river. The siding co the south ofrhe bridge was co 

connect the railway with the wharf on Charles Street and the siding co the north was 

co go directly co the Woollen Mill. 
The government was co be asked co give a grant of money towards building a 

new bridge strong enough to carry loaded trucks and a small engine as well as laying 

the rai ls. Isaac Wilson, who had just become the Member for Kaiapoi, was asked to 

rake the matter up with the government. The Council decided on a fall back 

position if the government decided against the plan. It resolved that it would raise 

the money to build a new bridge, provided the government built the sidings. From 

that meeting until September 1882 the matter of the bridge and the sidings was 

unresolved. The government was reluctant to sta rt any new construction work and 

the Council found it was unable to proceed on its own. Finally the Roads and 

Bridges Construction Act 1882 came to the rescue of the new bridge. It did not 
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however encompass the construction of the sidings. The Council still hoped that 

the government might be robe persuaded ro build them. Under the provisions of 

the Act, the Council needed ro find only one third of the cost ofrhe bridge and the 

government would contribute the remaining two thirds . 

An architect in partnership with Jacobsen in Christchurch, Orro Peez, designed 

the new bridge and the council put in morion the steps needed ro raise the money 

for the bridge. A public meeting was held in December 1883 ro gain ratepayer 

approval for the raising of a three thousand pound loan. The Council had ro put in 

place, under the provisions of the Act, a special rate ro pay off the loan. This was 

set at seven pence in the pound on all rateable property in the borough. 

The contract ro build the bridge was let ro Scott Brothers after some opposition 

from a few of the members of the Council. In the event this caution was well 

founded. The Scott Brothers fell be hind in rheir consrrucrion programme. Further­

more there was a sugges tion th at they were nor carrying our the specifications of the 

desi gn. Peez was asked ro moniror the work more closely. After some delays which 

were sanctioned by the Council the bridge was finished rowards the end of 1885. 

Kai apoi had its new bridge bur it s till did nor have the railway sidings. 

The Council tried again in i\lay 1885, this time with the help of the surrounding 

local authorities, ro persuade the government of the necessity for the rown and the 

outlying districts ro have railway sidings ro the port. Again, although the case was 

pressed hard by the local member, the government decided against funding the 

project. The last that was heard of the railway siding project was in January 1887 

when the \Vaimakariri Harbour Board was given permission ro build, at its own 

expense, a siding from the sta tion along Bowler Street ro the river. The s iding plan 

was ambitious and if it had been adopted would have given the port a certain 

advantage over the railway in the short term although it is doubtful whether this 

advantage would have been sustainable. The port would have attracted trade from 

the Woollen i\lill for part of the plan was ro link the mill directly with the port. It 

is nor known whether the farming community of North Canterbury would have 

used the port in large enough numbers ro sustain the expense of building the 

sidings. Their support would have been needed ro supplement that of mill. 

During this period the Council was nor immune ro having dispures with its own 

officers. A serious disagreement rook place in 1882 between the Town Clerk, 

C.E.Dudley, and the Council. This was the year of Caleb Smith 's mayoralty and 

at the second meeting of the yea r questions about the Town Clerk's activities were 

raised by Councillors Fraser, Woodford , Moore and Stanton. Fraser proposed that 

the clerk should nor be paid a commission for collecting the rent from the reserves. 

The motion was lost but a motion that all the vouchers for the clerk's salary for the 

past rwo years be presented at the next meeting was passed. The faction in the 

council questioning the clerk's activities was not satisfied with that decision and 

moved a further motion that the clerk be dismissed with three months notice. 

Again, the motion was lost. The anti-clerk faction then went on ro suggest that a 

committee be constituted ro draw up a schedule of duties for the clerk and to 

recommend a suitable salary. This roo was defeated. The third Council meeting of 

the year was even more divisive with motions being put and lost and then being put 
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again with the same re ulr. It was decided ro leave all matters concerning the clerk 

until the middle of February meeting. All that eventuated from that meeting was 

a question from Councillor Fraser enquiring as ro whether the Council had 

received a letter from the Building Society. The clerk replied that he had thought 

that the letter was addressed ro him as an individual and nor as an officer of the 

Council. For the res t of the yea r the worries over the bridge and the sidings 

dominated the Council's meetings. It wa nor until the beginning of 1883 underrhe 

mayoralty of Edwin Parnham that the matter of the clerk 's activities were again 

called inro question. 
This time the Council's audirors, James Matthews and G.H. Hewlings, were 

asked ifrhey had inspected the rate amount or the rate books for the last rwo years. 

Their reply was considered unsatisfacrory. However a motion ro dismiss them 

under the provisions of the Municipal Act 1876 was lost. Ar a special meeting called 

on 13 January the clerk rend e red his resignation. Before this was accepted, 

Councillor Fraser as chairman of the Finance Committee, reported that the work 

of the Committee was extraordinarily difficult. The Committee had found that 

three sets of rare books were missing as was the 1877 balance sheer. This meant that 

it could not complete its work and the work that it had done was "completely 

useless" as the Council's books and papers were in a generally disgraceful state. 

The chairman asked for the immediate suspension of Dudley which was agreed ro. 

Fraser added that the fault seemed ro lie with the audirors. Their work had not been 

attended ro and it had been found that the rates were deficient by five hundred and 

fifty pounds over a five year period. The motion passed at the previous meeting ro 

retain the audirors was rescinded and it was decided ro rake steps under the section 

97 ofrhe Municipal Act 1876 ro have the audirors dismissed. A public meeting was 

called but before it rook place the audirors tendered separate resignations. In their 

letters of resignation each appeared ro be shifting the blame for the stare of the 

Council's books ro the other. The meeting however rook place with the Iayor, Mr 

Parnham, in the chair. The chairman of the Finance Committee read ro the 

meeting the financial report that the Committee had been working on since 

December. The report showed that there were six hundred and fifty pounds and 

ten pence in outstanding rates going back seven years. Only three hundred and 

three pounds thirteen shillings and six pence were recoverable as the remaining 

rates were more than two yea rs out of dare. i\lany members of the public were 

critical of the actions of the Finance Committee and of the Council as well as the 

audirors. The most vocal of them was Mr T.Gallagher who expressed the view that 

the meeting was being stage managed by the Council and that it was the Council 

tharought robe on trial. The main resolution from the public meeting was a request 

ro the Council ro employ an accountant ro investigate the books of the corporation 

from the dare of the last government audit and ro report as soon as possible. By the 

middle of February an accountant, F.Adams, had been appointed ro investigate the 

matter. 
Adams' investigation did not end the affair. Ar the April 1883 meeting the 

balance sheet for the previous twelve months was read . It showed discrepancies, 

deficiencies and unauthorized expenditure of one hundred and two pounds 
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fourteen shillings and nine pence. There was also a credit balance ofone hundred 

and five pounds fourteen shillings and three pence at the bank. These findings 

resulted in another heated meeting as there was a wrangle over the report pre­

sented by Adams. The Finance Committee had only just received the report and 

had determined to decline to lay it on the table until it had time to study it. The 

Mayor was astonished at this turn of events and ordered that the Finance Commit­

tee surrender the report. Councillor Fraser, as the chairman of the Finance 

Committee, indicated that he would not be dictated to. The Mayor replied by 

threatening to call the police. Councillor Fraser was not moved and so the Mayor 

left the chair. In the interval between the Mayor leaving and returning, the report 

was handed to the Town Clerk. On his return the fayor read the report and the 

balance sheet for the previous thirteen years. It was considered most unsatisfactory 

and it was decided to refer it back to Mr Adams. The Mayor also indicated that he 

would take steps to have Councillor Fraser prosecuted. 

There were a number of responses to this meeting. Firstly the Finance 

Committee resigned. This was lamented in letters to the editor of the Lytte/1011 

Times. A correspondent signing himself "Burgess", in a pithy letter, gave some 

indication of local feeling. He wrote that the Mayor and the Council were groping 

about in the dark as well as throwing the Borough's money into the Waimakariri. 

He advocated that the Mayor and the Councillors be discharged as they were so 

incompetent. Mr Fred Adams also felt obliged to write to the Lyttelto11 Times to 

explain that under the terms of his agreement, he had only to carry out the work to 

the satisfaction of the Finance Committee and not to the satisfaction of the whole 

Council. ( 1) On the following day the Lytte/1011 Times editorial made an interesting 

comment on the affair. It could be considered that these events were disgraceful 

but thelyttelto11 Times was of the opinion that such scenes were necessary from time 

to time in order to keep those who were publicly elected on the job. The paper 

speculated that 
"a little warmth, even when it produces a blaze, is prefer­

able to the cool neglect of public interests which has 

heretofore characterised certain municipal bodies in New 

Zealand, and this very Kaiapoi Borough Council amongst 

the number. For many years this Council was as respect­

ably dull as, say our own City Council, and it has been 

during the latter part of those years that the unfortunate 

financial deficiencies, which have bought Kaiapoi and it's 

municipal name into Colonial bad odour, happened and 

were not discovered ." (2) 

In writing this editorial the Lytte/1011 Times was reminding its readers that there 

was more co the running of a municipality than respectable mediocrity. There 

needed also to be vigilance on the part of the councillors and chat the public ought 

to find this comforting rather than disgraceful as it meant that the councillors were 

doing their jobs. 

(1) Ly11e/Jo11 Times, 24.4.1 883. 

(2) Ly11elto11 Times, 28.-1. 1883. 
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Jc is not certain what the editorial response to the appearance of Councillor 

Fraser in court on charges having used abusive and disorderly language towards the 

Mayor was but it was clear that the Magistrate, ].C.Porter, felt chat it was a matter 

that should not have come before the Court. He stated chat eh ere had been a breach 

oforder but as it had been bought on by a little precipitancy on the parcof the Mayor 

he was going to dismiss it with a reprimand and chat he would not allow costs. (3) 

In July 1883 Charles Edward Dudley appeared in court charged with two counts 

of embezzlement from each of the Waimakariri Harbour Board and the Kaiapoi 

Borough Council. During the trial it was alleged chat Dudley had failed to account 

for certain sums of money in connection with rents due to the Harbour Board and 

rates due to the Borough Council. After a long and involved trial Dudley was 

acquitted of the charges on the grounds that there was no evidence of embezzle­

ment. However there was ample evidence of both bad business and accounting 

methods being used by him. 

The affair came co an anticlimatic end with very little resolution of the manner 

by which the Borough should conduct its business and financial affairs. The council 

acquired a new Finance Committee chairman, ].Lowchian Wilson, and a new 

Town Clerk, Thomas Sutherland. At the end of his term in December 1883, Mayor 

Parnham said that he hoped that the unpleasant experiences ofche Council in the 

past year might never be repeated . He wished i nscead for a state of peace, good wi 11 

and prosperity for the borough and the Council in the ensuing year. (4) 

The shift in the perception of themselves by the Kaiapoi citizens was illustrated 

by the saga over the reserve between Cass and Sewell Streets. The saga began with 

the initial survey of the town and continued with a gift of land to the Borough in 

the 1880's by J.S.Whice. It was exacerbated by the plans to commemorate the 

jubilee of Queen Victoria's reign and finally settled in the minds of some citizens 

by the commemoration of Queen Victoria's long reign at the time of her death. 

When Kaiapoi was first surveyed, the reserve of land between Cass and Sewell 

Streets was to be for a chucch site, a glebe and a market square. Sc Bartholomew's 

church was built there and opened for services in March 1856. As this land was 

composed of very unstable sand hills it was apparent, not long after the opening of 

the church, chat the nor-west wind was shifting the sand from around the founda­

tions and that the building was in danger of collapse. The vestrymen wrote to che 

Bishop in January 1859 that the church was 

"hourly in danger of very serious injury." (5 ) 

The decision to shift the building to another more stable site in lower Cass Street 

was taken shortly after this with the building being moved in its entirety some time 

in April-May 1860. The old site was abandoned. 

Over the subsequent years between the shifting ofche church and 1881 various 

ideas were floated as to what to do with the land. Unfortunately the nature of the 

area precluded anychi ng much being done wi eh it. The land sec aside for the market 

(3) Ly11clto11 Times, 8.5. 1883 

(4) Kaiflpoi Borough Co1111cil 111i1111tes, A.C.,1/., 19. 12. 1883. 

(5) J\11glia111 Diomr111 correspo11de11re, 3. 1. 1859. 
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was never used although a weekly market was conducted on Thursdays by Joseph 
Beswick at Benjamin l\llonk's Sneyd 's Arms Hotel in the 1870's. ln face the reserve 

had become an eyesore. _ . 
J .S.White owned a section of land on the northern side of tl~e reserve and 1c_was 

eh is section chat he gi feed co che borough in October 1880. Wh Ice had a myscenous 
background. He once said in a speech chat he ha_d arrived ,n_Ca_ncerbury 1n 1856 a_nd 
he certainly opened his Beehive score 111Kaiapo11n 1858. H1sg1ven name was Josiah 
Senior White but he commonly vvent by the name of Joseph Senior White. He had 
apparentl y been mixed up in some trouble in Australia chat was descnbed as the 
"Bol/orotscondol" and given che dates it could well have been the Eureka stockade. 
l\llost people in Kaiapoi knew him as "Bully" White. Over the years he owned a 
number of businesses in Kaiapoi and at Salcwater Creek. He eventually owned a 

farm which he called the Ohoka Homestead . 
The section bordering the reserve, was an area of three quarters of an acre and 

he gave it co the' borough for recreational purposes. This section added mor~ space 
to the reserve. It was difficult for che Borough Council to know what to do with the 
enlarged reserve and in June 1881 it calle_d for a reporcNoching came as a con­
sequence of this report and the reserve, 111 common with other open spaces 111 
Kaiapoi at chis time, became an unofficial rubbish dump. In August 1882 White was 
asked by che Council co name the reserve and he settled on the name Darnley 
Square which was adopted by the Council ac_ics meeting of 15 August. In the 
following June the Council was given another gift by White. This mne 1c was_ a gift 
of trees and shrubs co be planted to beautify Darnley Square. From that point on 

120 

TJ,e Late \lictoria11 Age 

until the celebration of Queen Victoria's Jubilee Darnley Square became a 
forgotten piece of land in the borough although at times the Council did call for 
reports on its improvement. The Square was from time to time rented out to people 
who grazed livestock on it. It may be assumed chat White's gift of trees and shrubs 
succumbed to the elements and to the stock. More land was added to the Square 
111 May 1891 when G.J.Webscer, the Oram Trustees and G.H.Wearing contributed 
about one and half acres. This land like the land given by White was of no use for 
building or stock grazing. It simply added to the problems of the Square. Again the 
Square was left as a waste area until the after Queen Victoria 's Record Reign 
Jubilee in 1897. 

The social base of Kaiapoi broadened in the 1880s. Two Christian denomina­
tions opened churches in Kaiapoi during this time. The Roman Catholics had been 
using Hutchison's store in Peraki Street for their masses from the middle of the 
1860's. By_J une 1881 there were sufficient numbers of Roman Catholics in Kaiapoi 
forche parish to accept the cask of building a church. It was decided thatthe church 
was to be built on the site of Hucchison's score. Designs were submitted co the 
Building Committee from which it chose a design submitted by Theodore 
Jacobsen. The church, which was dedicated to St Patrick, was a substantial timber 
building set on a concrete foundation two feet in height. The nave was forty four 
feet l_ong and twenty four feet wide. The church was lighted by single lighted 
Gochie windows with margin lights of coloured glass in the sides of the building. 
There was a belfry surmounted by a spire on the western end. There was enough 
room for two hundred worshippers. The Kaiapoi Jubilee Booklet scares chat the 
first parish priest was Reverend Father Binfeld and that the church was conse­
crated by Bishop Redwood. The church was contained within the Parish of 
Rangiora as it was not considered to be big enough to stand as a parish on its own. 
Many of the Roman Catholics in the Kaiapoi area were labourers , a substantial 
number of whom had settled in the Ohoka district. 

The second denomination to establish itself in Kaiapoi in the 1880's was The 
Salvation Army. The Army's soldiers opened fire in Kaiapoi on 13 January 1884 
under the leadership of Captain H. Ford. The weather on chat first day was wet and 
cold and it was with regret chat Captain Ford reported chat attendance at the 
meeting was poor. Nevertheless the soldiers marched through the streets to show 
the people of Kaiapoi chat the Army was on the move. The situation and the 
weather im_proved thrnughouc the week and by the following Thursday, when the 
Army Special paid a v1~1t, a good number of people attended the open air meeting. 
At the encl ofth1s meec111? chose who wished to be saved went to a Holiness meeting 
held 111 S_1scer Blackburn s cottage. The first fifteen dozen copies of the War Cry to 
be sold 111 North Canterbury were distributed by Captain Ford and a band of 
Soldiers in Kaiapoi, Woodend, and Rangiora on 19 January. Interest in the Salvation 
:'i-rmy continued to grow throughout January and February. Captain Ford 's reports 
111 the War Cry documented a goodly number of converts and a growing interest 
from the public 111clud111g the Kai Tahu. Meetings were held outdoors, in a tent and 
111 houses. It was important for the Army to make its presence felt. le was not always 
a presence that was appreciated. 
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"Salvacion in a tenc: Hallelujah! We thank God because we 
have a tent to praise Him in. Alchough we were chreatened 
to be capsized ifwe did not hold our noise, we are as noisy 

as ever and, Praise God! every night we hold our little 

meetings,---" (6) 

Captain Ford was at chat stage renovating a gra in store in Raven Street chat was 

formerly the premises of Eckersley and Company for use as a Barracks. The 

Lyttelton Times reported the opening of the Barracks as if this service was the first 

one held by the Salvation Army in Kaiapoi.(7) It would seem as if the establishment 

was a little wary of this new and active denomination. 
The message that the Army brought was one of belief in saving power of God 

especially from the evils of drink and gambling. It was a welcome message to many 

women and children who were leading lives that were damaged through either or 

boch of those pastimes. That the message was so attractive to women may explain, 

in part, the active role that women took in the Army organization and in che various 

services that che Army held. Captain Ford was replaced in abo ut June 1884 by 

Captain Lizzie Herdman. She was a plain talker and a hard worker for che Army. 

Lizzie Herdman, along wich her friend Elizabeth Westlake, was among the first 

converts to the Army when it bega n its ew Zealand campaign in Dunedin in April 

1883. After an initial twenty days training Lizzie Herdman was commissioned as 

a Captain and Elizabeth Westlake as a Lieutenant. They were the first women in 

New Zealand to become officers and to command a corps when they were given 

charge of Dunedin South. Lizz ie founded the Waimate Corp before being 

transferred to Kaiapoi. Her existence as the head ofche Army in Kaiapoi must have 

caused comment among the establishment of the town. 
By time of Captain Dixon's time in the early 1890's che Salvation Army was well 

estab lished in Kaiapoi . A story about Captain Dixo n's wife, Beatrice, illustrates the 

late Victorian attitude towards women and, despite the Army's attitude towards the 

sharing of duties between men and women, the enormous social hurdle women had 

to overcome in order to cake a full part in the life of the church. Beatrice had as ked 

if she could conduct a "Lasses Surprise". This meeting was entirely arranged and 

run by the women members of the Corps. Rather nervously her husband granted 

permission and the women set about planning their evening. They had to be very 

ca reful when they were meeting that all the windows and doors of the room were 

covered up so chat none of the men were able to get a hint of whac they planned. 

There was a part of the proceedings that was so secret that Beatrice kept it to 

herself. As part of the preparation Beatrice collected a number of jars and bottles 

from her neighbours saying that she was going to make jam. Instead, with the help 

of her maid , she cue the bottoms off the jars and covered them wich coloured paper. 

On che nightofche "Lasses Surprise" che women assembled ac the appointed place 

and Beatrice joined them with her load of jars into which she instructed the others 

to place a lighted candle. The women then set out in a candlelit parade singing 

(6) The New Zeala11d \Vor C,J'. 15.3.1884. p I. 

(7) Ly11elto11 Times, 24.3.1884. 
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Cop1oi11 Rose Kells, /,ieu1e11011ts ,1/ory ,l/011roe 011d ,I/my 

Homilto11 of Koiopoi, r. 1890, C.E.A. B11rrcll, · 
photographer Christch11rch - co11r/esy Kaiopoi Jl/11se11m 

Salvation songs. The Salvation 
Lads and the ge neral public were 
astonished to see the demure lasses 
making such a show. They were 
even more surprised when the 
women conducted the service en­
tirely on their own. Beatrice had 
warned the women chat if they 
faltered in their presentation then 
the men would cake over. They 
did nocand cheeveningwas judged 
a total success even by che scepti­
cal Captain Dixon. (8) This may 
have been che first entirely organ­
ised and cond ucced women's event 
in Kaiapoi. The Salvation Army 
and its credo gave che women che 
courage to, in che terminology of 
che day, make a spectacle of chem­
selves and yec show that chey were 
as capable as the men of conduct­
ing a service. The Army and the 
Women's Chriscian Temperance 
Union gave women the experience 
of running their own affairs which 

was a departure from their everyday lives. That chis should cake place in a town wich 

what, seemed to be a conservative outlook, should nor be surprising. Kai apoi 

townsfolk had been innova tive in their approach to business. Maybe some of chis 

forward chinking rubbed off in their accicudes towards the role of women. 

1885 sa_w the esrnblishmenc of [WO organizations chat have had a continuing 

presence 111 Ka1apo1 ever since. The first of these organizacions was the Kaiapo i 

Brass Band. Its real beginnings were with the establishment of the drum and fife 

band of the Kaiapoi Volunteers. Although ic was seen as important for the 

Volunteers to have a band it was not formally constituted as part of che organization. 

As a result its membership fluctuated depending on who had the time and talent 

to belong to it. This situation changed in 1885 when a military brass band was 

enrolled with che H.Company Kaiapoi Volunteers. The band was well curned out 

in a locally made woollen uniform of black trousers and red tunics with a pork-pie 

styled cap, trimmed wich white bands and white braid on the crown. It was a 

popular acquisition for all public events in Kaiapoi but as well as those perform­

ances the band was required to fulfil its military functions by being in attendance 

at the annual camps for the Volunteers and at official parades. Even with its new 

status it was a struggle for the band to retain its membership in che first ten years. 

(8) Ah Kow, lajor Adelaide, From ,l/rJori/a11d 10 ll'ottlela11d, ppl07-I 11. 
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In 1895 when Cecil Hoskin became band master the band had on ly six regular 

members. Hoskin 's enthusiasm for band music, however, attracted more players. 

Bv the end of 1895 he had twenty one members and by the end of the century, thirty 

si~ regular players. The band had become an established part of Kaiapoi life. (9) 

The second organization that dates 1885 as irs beginning is rhe Kaiapoi Working 

K11i11poi Bmss B1111d 1895 -

Bm-1.- row, To111 ll'i111erbo11n1e. Bob Sroll, Frlrlit S,-011, Gtorge Cmi11g, tl11h11r IV1~((hl, Georgl' 1'/i/lor, 

ll'illiam K11~e;h1, ll'all)' Bate, 
Ce111re, Htm)' S1011e, Alf Broarllt)', Tom /·/osJ:i11, Crril l-/osJ:i11, (/31111r/, l/11S1er) D1111 ,lforph_1•, .loh1111y B11ms, 

Wrdlv D111111 , .li111 Hos/,·i11 
Fro,;/, Hrmy Lyle, Clive 11',ight, .li111 /3ro11rll~)', Bob ll'right, Albn1 ,l/oon• - ro1111tsy Kt,i(lpoi ,ll,,se11111 

Men 's Club and Mutual Arts Society. The concept of a club where working men 

had an apo liti ca l environment which provided recreational and educationa l oppor­

tunities was started in Britain in 1862 by the Reverend Henry Sol ly. Ir was nor long 

before the idea had spread to New Zealand wirh the estab li shment of a club in 

Dunedin. This club wa followed quickly by the establishment of clubs in 

Wellington , · a pier and Wairarapa. These early clubs had their estab li shmentru les 

based on the ones drawn up forrhe Dunedin club. It is rhoughr rhatthe Kaiapoi c lub 

based it rules on rhe rules of rhe Napier club. A group of men had begun meeting 

some rime before 1885 in a room in Adams' Boarding House in Raven Srreer. A 

charter was given to this group in 1885 and rhe first committee was formed. L.J,Cox 

was elected as rhe first President. In 1886 a house situated in Raven Street was 

purchased from the estate of J.C. Porter and rhar became rhe club house. Thus even 

(9) Lucas. \'ick). Kai11po1 Brnss 81111,I Ce111e1111i11I Bool:le!, pp 3-5. 
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K11iapoi ll'orJ:i11g ,111•11 's Cl11h, /. ,\ '. L~agle, K11ir1poi, photogmpher - co111·1es1• K(/iapoi ,ll,,s1•11111 

from the informal beginning of rhe club it has been sited in Raven Street. ( lO) In the 

early 1900's rhe c lub had gained a reputation for the supply of cheap beer. Morgan 

Williams on his journey to ew Zealand asked one of the returning New Zealand 

Boer 'vVar veterans about Kaiapoi and was told it was the place that you could get 

"tuppenny beers". ( l 11 This did not impress the teetotal Williams. The c lub 

however did go our of its way to fit in with its neighbour, the coffee shop of the 

Women's Christian Temrerance 1\lovement. It agreed to repair the fence between 

the properties and to plant shrubs on the coffee shop side of the fence. That the 

club has continued to grow over the period of its existence is proof of the need for 

a recreational and educational club in a small town like Kaiapoi. 

In 1897 the British Empire commemorated the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 

Victoria. The town had marked the Queen's fiftieth jubilee in 1887 with a parade, 

a sports meeri ng and a eh urch service. The Diamond Jubilee ce lebrations however 

were more significant and more elaborate. A Jubilee committee was formed to 

organise the occasion. The Jubilee festivities involved the citizens in a world wide 

movement. In a newspaper published to mark the occas ion the editorial was 
fiercely patriotic. 

"\Ve trust it (the celebration) will be as complete and 

beautiful a triumph from a loyal and affectionate people. Ir 
will certainly lose none of irs lustre in rhe hands of rhe 

Kaiapoi public. They are one and all taking an enthusiastic 

part in the grand ce lebration which is going through the 

known world. In this tumult of rejoicing and thanksgiving 

for material prosperity, every heart is in abso lute tune. The 

dominant sensation of the current twenty-four hours will 
be rhe swelling choruses of praise and gratitude, and no 

( ) 0) Ce111e1111i11I ll'od111g ,liens C/11/, Arll(1poi /885-/985, pp. 8-9. 

( l l ) Williams, Peter, Tl,,•Srmil!Srtg11. p. 1-13. 
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more fitting shrine could have been found for the mighry 

heart bearing throughout the universe.-- In conclusion 

we can only devoutly hope char on this day every considera­

tion and hospitality will be extended co rhe noble narives 

of this land; chat the event will be suitab ly and indelibly 

impressed on the memories of our children and char those 

in indifferent circumsrances will nor be overlooked in rhe 

midsr of the joyous acclamation." (12) 

The procession co mark rhe occasion, wh ich was warched by five carriage loads 

of people from Christchurch, reflected chose sentiments. All of the clubs and 

organisations in Kaiapoi were represented. Fifty Maori from Tuahiwi rook pare. 

Some of chem were in a large waggon from which they chanted and performed 

haka. The rest of the party followed on foot dressed in their traditional clothing. 

According co the newspaper reports they made a " very anracrive part of the 

procession." About seven hundred children from all the local schoo ls took part in 

the procession. The Maori chi ldren with their teacher, Mrs H.J.Reeves, the 

children from Kaiapoi Borough School led by their headmaster R.J Alexande r, and 

children from Clarkville, Coutrs Island and Eyreron schools marched along holding 

flags and banners bearing the words, "Truth: Honesty: Education and Fortune: 

Purity: Courage: and Try Again." Their presence was described as "interesting 

and pretty. " Half of the thirry five cyclists in the parade were "ladies" and all 

the cycles were decorated. Alrogether it was estimated that two thousand people 

took part in the procession which wound its way around the borough. Starting 

in Hilron Street, the procession travelled by way of High Street, (Willi ams Street), 

Ohoka Road, Peraki Street, Raven Street, across the bridge, Charles Street, 

Jone Street, Cass Street, Cookson Street, (Wi lliams Street), co Beach Road and 

Victoria Park. At rhe Park there was a short inter-denominational service and 

patriotic speech followed by the firing of a feu de joie by the Volunteers. After the 

formal part of the proceedings were over there was a sports meeting with races for 

adults and children. The Tug of War between a Maori team and a Pakeha team was 

won , after forty minutes, by the Maori ream. This vicrory was greeted by a duer 

from two women from Parihaka and a haka from the men. Food was provided by 

roasting a cattle beasr on a spit and purring down a hangi wirh another cartl e beasr 

in ir. The spir roasting took five hours and rhe hangi took rhree and a half hours. 

There was also a refreshment rent run by the Hinemoa Ladies Hockey club. 

Ninery-eight pounds was raken at the gate and this was conside red co be a great 

achievement. In the evening there was a fire works display, a number of illumina­

tions set up round rhe rown and a canrara performed under the direction of Miss 

Sims, John Sims' daughter, in the Odd fellows Hall. The words and music for this 

performance were written by one of Kaiapoi's most distinguished musicians, 

Reuben Blakeley. 
Blakeley deserves recognition for the large amount of musical work he did in 

Kaiapoi. He had lefr England in 1880 with his wife, two sons and a daughter at the 

( 12) Dim11011d Jubilee Advertiser. 21.6.1897. 
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relatively lace age of forty six. T he family had sa iled direcrly co Port C halmers 

and had stayed in Timaru for five months before settling in Kaiapoi where 

Blakely obta ined the position of organist for rhe Wesleyan church. In hi s home 

town of Barely in Yorkshire he had been the organ ist of rhe Methodist Zion 

C hape l. Both in England and in his new homeland Blakeley composed and wrote 

the words for many anthems and hymns. In add ition to his organ ist duties he taught 

Reuben Blakeley - co1111esy Kaiapoi Jl/11se11111 

music, conducted bands and composed 
music for rhe Glee C lub. His ta lents 
were passed on co hi s so n B.Wilson 
Blakeley who became rhe firsr con-

ducror of rhe Brass Band after its for­
mation in 1885. 

The day of the ce lebrations was 

capped off for many in the rown by 
at tending a ball held in a most elabo­

rate ly decorated Drill Hall. The music 
was provided by Messrs Hoskins, 

Bennett and Burgoyne. There were 
souve nir programmes printed and pre­
sented co the lad ies. The re pore of the 

ball in the paper emphas ises the elabo­
rate costumes worn by rhe women. 
The day was obv ious ly an important 
one in the socia l life ofrhe rown. le was 

a day which affirmed rhe place of 
Kaiapoi in New Zealand society and in 
the British world ar large. For many of 

the participants in the celebra ti ons 
the Jubilee was a chance to feel they 

were still pare of the morher country. le was a day when the day to day struggles 

could be forgotten but most of all it was a chance co affirm a British herirage. The 

Maori component of rhe ce lebrations was not an integral pare of the procedures. It 

was more of an exoric dimension added co the fesriviries. The overa ll feeling was 

one of belonging to an international family with Queen Victoria as the head. There 

was a reverential dimension co the day's activities as well as a grear deal of joyous 

ce lebrat ion. 
Afrer rhe Record Reign celebrations there was a move co record the day 

permanently in the landscape. The Jubilee Committee wanted to use the money 

raised on rhe day co improve the Domain. However it was decided chat that area 

was not suitab le for the development of a recreatio nal space. Attention was then 

turned co D arn ley Square. le was hoped chat rhe space would become an area where 

the people of Kaiapo i cou ld meet for recreation , cultural and sporting events. 

H owever these grand plans came co nothing. It was decided instead to create 

a sma ll lake in the Domain. The money was used for this and for rhe drilling of a 

well, named rhe Kaiapoi Jubilee Well, to supply the lake. The well was fini shed in 
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October 1897 and from a depth of abouc three hundred feet it supplied fifteen 

gallons per minute. 
It was not until the death of Queen Victoria that Darnley Square attained a focal 

point. The Memorial Committee decided to commemorate her reign by erecting 

a statue. This statue was to give the town a cultural icon char tied it co the outside 

world. Kaiapoi had its square, at long last, in the manner of the large cities of 

Europe. Unfortunately Darnley Square has never lived up co these expectations. 

Kaiapoi was woven inco the wider community through technology. The first 

telephone conversation in the region cook place between Kaiapoi and Addington 

on 27 March 1878. The Press termed it as "an evening wich the telephone." (1 3) About 

twenty people gathered at each location wich seven telephones. Mr Harrington was 

in charge at Addingcon and Mr Meddings was in charge at Kaiapoi. The proceed­

ings opened with a cornet solo from T. Tankard in Add i ngcon, followed by a clarinet 

solo from Petrie also in Addingcon. The Kaiapoi contingent asked for an encore and 

then responded with a chorus of their own. The Addingcon folk sang "Sweet and 

Low" as a quartette which was matched by a rendering of "Silver Threads" from 

Kaiapoi . In all, three hours were occupied by singing and instrumental pieces. This 

part of the evening ended by the singing of the National Anthem and the cheering 

of both Mr Harrington and Mr Meddings. The next part of the experiment was the 

holding of a conversation between Mr Seagar in Addingcon and Mr Meddings in 

Kaiapoi. The Press described the conversation as being held with as much ease as if 

che participants were in the same room. The evening was finished by each party 

singing alternate verses of "Auld Lang Syne." The participants in this marathon 

experiment with the telephone were understandably excited by the invention 

which was barely two years old at that stage. 
Modern technology was brought co Kaiapoi in a more permanent way in 1883 

by Isaac Wilson. Wilson was by that rime the chairman of both the Grain and 

Produce Company and che Woollen ManufacruringCompany. To ease his commu­

nications problems with his businesses he decided that he would install a tel­

ephone system. He had a telephonic communication between his own house, the 

Woollen Faccory, the Ohoka Flour Mills and the office ofche Produce and Milling 

Company in Charles Street. The office was connected co the Christchurch Ex­

change. The innovation was taken up in 1885 by Dr Ovenden who engaged the 

Hebden Telephone Company co connect his rooms with the chemist shop owned 

by Mr C .M.Brooke. The Hebden company attached the wires co the buildings 

between the two premises. This method was nor approved of in official circles and 

in March 1886 only four months after the wires had been put up the contraccor, 

Meddings, and his staff were busy pulling the wires down so that they could be re­

erected by government officials on telegraph posts. 
Under the chairmanship of Isaac Wilson the Woollen Mill was co be the site of 

the second technological innovation to come to Kaiapoi. In February 1883 the 

directors of the mill received cwo tenders for the installation of electric light. These 

were from Miles and Company and the Power Company of Dunedin. It was 

(13) The Press, 27.3. 1878. p2. 
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decided co leave the whole matter in the hands of Wilson. On behalfofthe direccors 

he accepted the tender from 1iles and Company. This company agreed co supply 

the mill with a No 4 Gulcher dynamo and one hundred and forty incandised lamps 

for a coral cost of three hundred and seven pounds. Installation of the equipment 

began in May 1883 and was completed by the end of June. The official handing 

over the equipment took place July when William G. Medding's certificate of 

fitness was presented co the Board of Direccors. Miles and Company agreed co 

replace the lamps at a cost of three shillings and sixpence as long as the mill 

returned the broken lamps. In the chairman's report at the Annual General 

Meeting of the company in Occober it was stated that the new electric light 

produced double the amount of light at a greatly reduced cost over the old syscem 

of gasolene lighting. 
Even though che mid eighties were marked as a period of economic depression 

and increased competition the direccors of the mill were still able to make a profit 

and co pay their shareholders a dividend. Some of the profits were put inco the 

expansion of the mill. An extension was built onto the faccory during the middle 

of 1886. It then became necessary co install a larger dynamo co cope with the 

expanded floor space. A report in the Lyttelton Times explained that a new larger 

Gulcher dynamo was installed in the mill. When it was tested by the factory's 

capable engineer, MrCederholm, the dynamo was able co sustain two hundred and 

fifty bulbs, more than sufficient co light the whole mill. This machine was 

apparently an enormous improvement on the first machine as comment was made 

on the wonderful "powerfulness" of the lights and their steady nature. A pressure 

gauge was mounted on a wall to indicate che number of volts of electricity passing 

through the wires. This gauge enhanced the safety of the whole machine.(14) ot 

only was the new dynamo needed co ensure that the whole of the mill had sufficient 

light during the day but also so that the workers had light at night. The mill during 

chis period was working two shifts and must have been a land mark at night with 

its lights blazing in an otherwise dark countryside. 
The next event that dragged Kaiapoi away from its settler roots and into the life 

of national and international affairs was the Boer war. 

Kaiapoi, in common wich other settlements in New Zealand, had a number of 

individual citizens who had experienced previous international conflicts. They 

were usually included in parades co mark significant events. Five old British 

warriors marched in the Record Reign Parade. They were John Perrin who had 

served in the Light Battery 9th Brigade Royal Artillery, in the Crimea; H. French 

who served with che 31st Foot in the China War and in the Tai ping rebellion with 

General Gordon; T.Lang who belonged to the Bengal Artillery, 3rd Company, 6th 

Battalion in the Indian Mutiny and wore a Lucknow medal; Corporal Wright, who 

belonged to the Royal Engineers of the East India Company and Corporal Jacob 

McGarry who served with the 11th Battery, Royal Artillery. The most notable of 

these men was Corporal Jacob McGarry. He was born in Parish Moris, County 

Antrim in 1835. In 1852, along with his six brothers, he had joined the Royal 

( 14) L)'tte/1011 Times, 27.10.1886. 
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Artillery ar Belfasr. H e was posred to Woolwich Barracks and from rhere he was 
rran sferred to l\lalca and rhen on to Yarn a in Turkey in anticiparion of a war wirh 
Russ ia. When war did break our in rhe C rimea, Corporal McGarry served ar Alma, 
Balaclava and ar rhe siege ofSebascapo l. I le received a sli ghr leg wound ar Balaclava 
where he also wimessed rhe charge of rhe Lighr Brigade. The Sardinian medal for 
va lour was awarded to Corpora l McGarry for hi s part in spiking some guns of a 
Russ ian bauery ar Balaclava. Ar rhe end of rhe Crimean war he se rved in C hina and 
ar rhe end of char dury he resigned from rhe Army and married Louisa Blackmo re. 
In Jul y 187-+ rhe l\lcGarry fam il y, now consisri ng of rhree children William, Ino, and 
Sarah, sai led in the "Chile" for e lson. The fami ly, eventuall y consis ting of four 
sons and five dau ghters, found itself at \Vest Eyreton where l\lcGarry worked as a 
genera l labourer. On his rerirement from chat job he and Louisa shifted to Kaiapoi . 
At a gathe rin g in Christch urch in 1910 to mark the visir of Lord Kitche ne r, hi s 
Lordship remarked on McGarry's Sard inian Medal sayi ng that it was a mos t rare 

medal. Lord Kit c hener shook 
l'vlcGarry's hand and wished him a 
long hea lthy life. 

l'vlcGarry's experi e nce of war was 
horrifying and yet it was to be nothing 
like the war that some of Kaiapoi 's 
yo ung men would vo lunteer for 
in 1899. The tradirion of set piece 
bartles was co be broken in th e 
Boer War. The Boe rs used th e ir 
imimare knowledge of th e country­
sid e to mount a gue rrill a type war. 
It was a rype of fi ghting that also suited 
the character of the co lonial troops. 
It did not, however, su it the Imperial 
Army which had the command of the 
troops. 

The Boer War seemingly had very 
littl e to do with life in Kaiapo i and ye t 
ir was an event char most people of the 

Corporal Jacob ,llcGrmy - courtesy Koir,poi Aluse11111 rime related to in a stron g way. It was 
a chance fo r chose peoples in far away lands to demonstrate their loya lty to their 
mother country. There seemed to be a clea rl y defined enemy and a clearl y defined 
sec of objectives. 

The Boers were descendants of rhe Dutch se ttlers sent to the Cape of Good 
H ope by the Dutch Eastlndia Company in the seventeenth cenrury. Their life was 
undi sturbed until the e nd of the Napoleonic Wars in 1806 when the Cape became 
a British possession. The Boers did not like the more liberal attirudes of the British 
and in the fou rth decade of the nineteenth cencury they began a trek north to what 
became known as the Transvaal and the Orange Free State to form an indepe ndent 
republi c. All was we ll , until the discovery of large rese rves of diamonds and gold 
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and the resulting flood of miners into the Boer Republic. The Boers decided to 
deny these outsiders, mostly British, political rights and at that point th e British 
stepped in and demanded chat the outsiders be given rhe appropriate status. The 
Boers declined and war broke out in October 1899. Although the Boer Seulers were 
white they were not British and there was a feeling that they must be taught a lesson 
in British hegemony. 

There were a number of yo ung men in the Kaiapoi district who were moved to 
volunteer along with thousands of other yo un g ew Zealande rs for fi ghting duties 
in South Africa. Patriotic organizations sprang up in the community to support the 
troopers go ing South Africa most notably the Patriotic Fund Commiuee and the 
Red , White, and Blue Brigade Committee. The aim of both of these committees 
was to raise funds for the support of the men in the battlefields. The first method 
that the Patriotic Fund Committee adopted to raise money was to open subscrip­
tion lists. The members of the first committee were the Mayo r, Edwin Feld wick, 
and four councillors, Pearce, Parnham, Dal y and Blackwell. The Red, White and 
Blue Brigade on the other hand began its fund raising efforts with the sa le of 
souvenir ribbons . It seems that the same men were involved in the activities of the 
Brigade as were in rhe Patriotic Fund. 

The first phase of the war went badl y for the British. Their lines of command 
and suppl y were extremely long and inefficient. By contrast rhe Boers conducted 
a success ful guerilla campaign that was to lay siege to rhe towns of Mafeking, 
Ladys mith and Kimberley. The reports of the war in the papers were jingo istic and 
those sentiments inspired rhe people at home to work hard raising the money 
required to support the war effort. There was a great deal of pride in those me n who 
volunteered bur there was, conversely, no disgrace for chose who choose to stay 
home. There seemed to be a recognition that some young men were needed at 
home to keep things going. Most of the men who volunteered were members of 
rhe Kaiapoi Rifle Volunteers. The Mayor was invited to Wellington by the Mayor 
of that city, to farewell the first contingent to sail to Transvaal. The volunteers only 
went for a limited time and during the course of rhe war there were a number of 
occasions when there were welcoming ceremonies for rhe returning troopers. One 
such occasion occurred during May 1900 and was organised by the Rangiora 
Reception Committee. The day chosen happened to be the usual half day at the 
mill and ir was anticipated rhar large numbers of Kaiapoi citizens would gather at 
the railway station to greet the troopers. The town was decked out with flags and 
the Mayor was on hand to give the official welcome. Most of those recurning on that 
day lived in Rangiora and other places further north. Kaiapoi had a welcome home 
for its citizens in July. An official welcome to Sergeants Blundell and Strong, Farrier 
V.J.Hill, Troopers Lorimer, R.Johnston, C.Threlkeld, L.Ridley, Dunlop, Simpson 
and }.McGowan, of New Zealand contingents, and A.Styles of Remington 's 
Guides was held in the Drill Hall on 22 July 1901. There was a full programme of 
songs and music performed by the Brass Band. There were three addresses given 
by the mayors of Kaiapoi and Rangiora, and Captain E.E.Paprill of the Kaiapoi 
Rifle Volunteers. Among the songs that were performed there was one called "The 
Boers have Got My Daddy. " It was sung by Miss M.Baker and it no doubt summed 
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up the local feeling agai nsc che Boers. Each of che men were presented with a gold 

malcese cross co mark his return. After che formal pare of che evening eh ere was a 

dance. 
Kai apo i has a permanent memorial co che relief of Mafeking. Mafeking was 

a Bricish military outpost and ic garrison under Baden-Powell was besieged by 

che Boers from Occober 1899 until M ay 1900. After che relief of che cown there 

was a g reac deal rejoicing all over che Bricish world. In Kaiapoi it was decided co 

mark the occasion by g iving an appropriate name co che new footbridge over che 

river becween the north end of Raven Screec and the new housing block near the 

mill. 
This land , called che Korocueka escace, was owned by che Revell family. Mrs 

Revell decided in 1899 co subdivide the escace. The residents on the Ca,mide 

pecicioned che Council in Occober 1899 co provide a traffic bridge ove r che river at 

che norch end of Raven Scree c. At the same ci me Mrs Revell offered co build a swing 

footbridge over che river ac che same location , provided ic cosc no more th an one 

hundred and fifty pounds. The Council accepted che offer and planning went 

ahead for che conscruction of the bridge. The render was let in August 1900 co 

Thompson and Murphy for che sum of one hundred and forcy cwo pounds. In che 

official co rrespondence che bridge was scill being referred co as Revell's bridge bur 

some time between the start of construction and che opening of che bridge in 

November 1900 che Revell family decided char ic should be called Mafeking 

Bridge. It is scill a major link in che communication network becween che northern 

and southern a reas of the cown. The bridge is also an importanc commemoration of 

che euphoria felc in che community after che siege of Mafeking was broken. 

One of che more extraordinary characceriscics of che Boer War was che use of 

propaganda which almost became a war in itself. The newspapers on boch sides 

printed vitriolic outbursts against each other. The Kaiapoi Borough Council was so 

incensed with reports in the German press in January 1902 thac it officially 

recorded ics indignation ac che gross, vile and baseless libel on British troops. le was 

only after the war char ic was learned char che British pursued a ruthless policy of 

scorched earch and rounded up Boer women and children inco badly run concen­

cracion camps. 
These policies paid off for the British and a peace concract was entered inco in 

June 1902. This of course meant che rewrn of all che volunteers. As soon as peace 

was declared the citizens of Kaiapoi were planning a welcome home. A Declaration 

of Peace Commiccee was sec up co co-ordinate the efforts of the various groups in 

che cown co celebrate the peace and co welcome the croopers home. The plans 

included a procession, starring ac 6pm, co Darnley Square led by the Kaiapoi Brass 

Band, where chere was to be a thanksgiving service led by all the ministers of 

religion and the Captain of the Salvation Army. After that there would be a giant 

bonfire. 
The lase welcome home for rewrning troopers was held on 23 September 1902. 

At a public meeting earlier in che month it was decided to hold a reception for the 

Troopers of the Eighth, Ninth, and Tenth Contingents. The reception followed 

the paccern of the other reception nights wich a concerc, speeches, the presentation 
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of medals and a ball. There were twenty six men from Kaiapoi at this evening as 

well as two men from Rangiora and Nurse A. Hiatt. 

During Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee year, the Queen's daughter Princess 

Christian of Schleswig-Holstein, formed the Princess Christian's Army Nursing 

Service Reserve. This was in response to che situation in Souch Africa and the 

growing likelihood of war. When war was declared the response from nurses in New 

Zealand was immediate and insistent. Although che first offer made by che 

gove rnment to supply nurses was rejec ted by che British authorities, pressure from 

both the nurses and che government resulted in the British government giving 

ew Zealand permission to send nurses to Sou eh Africa. The first group of six, 

among them Annie Hickman Hiatt from Kaiapoi, left for South Africa in February 

1900. They were not given a uniform and although their passage co Durban was 

paid for by the Imperial government they received no other payment. Their 

support was maintained by subscriptions from che ew Zealand public. In South 

Africa they were under the jurisdiction of che Princess Christian's Army Nursing 

Service Reserve . 
Annie Hiatt was the third daughter in a family of ten children. Matthew and 

Mary Hiatt came co New Zealand in 1877 wich nine children, their lase daughter 

being born in Christchurch. The Hiacc family seeded in the Kaiapoi area where 

Matthew Hiatt cook up sheep farming. He also became involved in the commercial 

life of Kaiapoi by joining G.H. Blackwell in che Kaiapoi Produce and Milling 

Company in January 1883. Hiact gave public service by serving on che Eyreton 

Road Board. It would seem that Annie Hiacc came from a hard working, high 

achieving family. She began her nursing career at Christchurch Hospital in March 

1892 and passed her final examinations in 1894. She continued to work at the 

hospital until 1896 when, according to the records, she resigned to work wich the 

Nurse Maude District Nursing Association. (15) 

In South Africa Annie Hiacc held a number of posicions. From her arrival until 

November 1900 she served at 4GH Mooi River. Her next assignment was on che 

hospital ship "Simla" which sailed from Cape Town to London. On her return to 

South Africa Annie Hiatt returned to Mooi River. (t6) Nurse Hiatt was then placed 

in charge of a field hospital ac Middleburg, about one hundred and seventy five 

kilometres east of Pretoria in Transvaal and it was there that she came in contact 

with the men of che first concingent.(17) Annie Hi ace returned to ew Zealand with 

the ninth contingent. She was awarded che King's South Africa Medal. (18) 

The Boer War affected all of the citizens of Kaiapoi in some way or another. 

They were either involved indireccly through the fund raising efforts of the local 

committees or they had men from cheir families volunteering co fighc in South 

Africa. For many men this was an adventure that relieved them from the day to day 

drudgery of cheir lives. However in the manner of all warfare in modern times the 

( 15) Christchurch Public Hospira! School of Nurs ing documents 1892-1896 
( 16) Kendal Shcrayl, & David Corbett, Neoi, Zmlr111d Mi!itflly N11rsi11g, p.6 
(17) The Press, 23.2. 1957. 
( 18) Kendal Sherayl, & David Corbett, Nro,• Ze1dn11d ,1/i!itn,,, N11rsi11g, p.6 
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experience changed the perception of those who took part. To the chagrin of the 

Imperial authorit ies it was found that the co loni a l so ldiers, while not as disciplined 

as the Imperial so ldiers, were better at cop ing with both the conditions in South 

Africa and the Boer style of warfare. On the whole the inquiry after the war found 

that the co lon ial so ldi ers were fitter and far more experienced horsemen than their 

Imperial counterparts. This finding gave the New Zealand public someth ing to be 

proud of and it was probably some of this pride wh ich translated irsel f into the rush 

co vo lunteer at the beginning of the F irst World War. New Zealand may have been 

the furthest corner of the Empire but it had been ab le co sustain the notion of 

British manliness. 
The Boer War and the activities of the Kaiapoi Woollen Manufacturing 

Company catapu lted the citizens of Kaiapoi into th e world commun ity. The 

Woollen Mill with the management's emphasis on modern technology and its 

search for overseas markers for its products had a quire subtle effecron the thinking 

ofrhe people. It was gradua ll y realized with pride that the mill noronly brought the 

world to Kaiapoi bur it put Kaiapoi on the world map. 

"The fame of the productions of Kaiapoi looms would 

seem to be spread ing in the world, judging from the fact 

that the Company occas ionally receives orders from places 

so remote from ew Zealand that they may well be termed 

" the other end of the world." Over a year ago we noted the 

fact that a consignment of blankets had been sent co 

Scotland, and now the Company has just executed a con­

siderable order for blankets for Singapore, the Govern­

ment of the settlement having ordered them for the use of 

the Native police." (19) 

As well as the enthusiastic adoption of technological innovations the people of 

Kaiapoi rook up a numbe r of new pastimes in the late Victorian age. Sporting clubs 

in particular captured the imagination of the c iti zens. 

The first pastime to be taken up with some enthusiasm was rugby football. The 

game itself was introduced into New Zealand in 1870 with the first match being 

played in that year in e lson. Surprisingly it rook six years from that date fo r the 

game to make its first fo rmal appearance in orth Canterbury. That first ga me was 

played in Jul y 1876 between a team from the North Ca nterb ury C lub , based in 

Rangiora, and a ream from Kaiapoi.The ga me was played in th e Kaikanui Hotel 

paddock. Fortunately for inter-town rivalry the result was a draw. The result did nor 

dampen the enthus iasm of the Kaiapoi men for the game. Several groupings 

emerged and these groups arranged games between themselves. The groups were 

based on loca liti es . For example, there were teams from Sneydstown, Peraki Street 

and Stewarts Gully. The ream from Stewarts Gully was known as the Sandhills 

C lu b and it quickly became one of the dominant teams in the area. 

By 1883 it was decided that a club should be formed co represent th e whole of 

the Kaiapoi area. A meeting was held in the Council C hambers in June co e lect the 

( I 9) Lyne/1011 71111,s, I 0. 7. I 886. 
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first officers of Kaiapoi Rugby Footbal l C lub. Thomas Caverhi ll was e lected 

president and Horace eeve, the secretary. The first game, which ended with a 

vicrory for the new club, was played against a ream from Ohoka. Ar the second 

Annual Genera l l\leeting the club decided to affiliate with the Canterbury Rugby 

Football Union and to adopt the colours of red and white jerseys with wh ite 

knickerbockers. 

The formation of the Kaiapoi Club, however, did nocque ll the rivalry which had 

grown up between the various sma ll er in formal clubs. In 1885 another c lub was 

formed which ca ll ed itself the Kaiapoi United Football Club. Its uniform was a 

purple jersey with a white band. The United C lu b asked Richard Moore who had 

been e lected president of the Kaiapoi Club the previous yea r to be its first 

!I/embers of Kait,poi R11gby C/11b - co1111esy Koiopoi JIJ11seu111 

president. It was quickly realised that two clubs in Kaiapoi were untenable. A 

meeting was he ld in April und er the cha irmanship ofC.].Champion to clear away 

any m1sunderstand111gs and to fo rm a c lub which represented the interests of both 

factions. The new president was W.R.Kane with J.L.v\lil son as vice-president and 

C .].Champion as the secretary/treasurer. The club captain was George Harr jun. 

and the committee was A. Winterborn,JamesJones,John Jones, H. eeve, Barclay, 

and Fantham. The subscription was set at five shi llings for active members and at 

ten shi llings and sixpence for honorary members. It was decided that the club 

uniform would be a black jersey and srockings with wh ite knickerbockers. There 
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must have been some residual resentment because Kane's presidency lasted only 

seven weeks. 
The new chairman was G.H.Blackwell and with him at the helm for the 

remainder of the year the Kaiapoi Rugby Club entered a period of stability and 

growth. The followingyearCaverhill was elected presidencand remained so forche 

next three years . In 1886 the club colours were changed again. This time the colours 

became blue and gold and this combination has remained the club 's uniform down 

co the present day. . 
Of the early yea rs of the Kaiapoi Rugby Club 1894 stands out as a pamcu_Iarly 

successful one. In that year the club's senior team won the Canterbury competition 

and the second fifteen won the Junior Flag competition. Six members of the senior 

team were selected for the Canterbury Provincial team. They were W. Balch, 

E.Scott, R. Driscoll , L.Oram, J. lair and T. Hanna. Balch also represented ew 

Zealand in a game played at Lancaster Park against the touring ew South Wales 

team. In 1894 G.H.Blackwell was elected President, a position he held until his 

death in 1914. 
The next momentous year in the Rugby Club's history was in 1896. It was in 

this year that the club decided to purchase the land that has come to be known as 

Kaiapoi Park. The area of eighteen acres was owned by J. Hurse and had been 

offered co the Kaiapoi Borough Council in 1895 for recreational purposes. The 

Mayo r, E Feldwick, was enthusiastic about the proposition but unfortunately he 

was unable co persuade the public that the community needed a recreational park. 

The ratepayers were suspicious that the purchase price was just the beginning of 

a number of expenses to turn the area into a proper park. Although the area was 

ea! led Hurse Park, it was Ii ttle more than a rough area of sandh ills covered by scrub. 

Fortunately for the present town a committee of sports people headed by the 

Ru gby Club members pursued the idea and a crust led by Blackwell, Caverhill and 

Or J .A.J. Murray was formed to purchase the area. This was achieved in the first half 

of 1896. The Rugby Club had acquired an area of land that has been the 

headquarters for a number of sports over the years. 
For those men who were not interested in outdoor pastimes there was the 

billiard room. In this era it was run by I-I.Mellor and was probably located in a 

building on the site of the present day Hansen 's Building. Billiard players seemed 

co attract a degree of disparagement from other members of the public and those 

who played the game in Kaiapoi were no exception. From time to time the Borough 

Council received complaints about the way the billiard room was being run and tn 

an attempt co control it the Council passed a number of regulations governing its 

hours of opening. This however did not deter the players and in the late Victorian 

times the game flourished in Kaiapoi. 
The late Victorian age and especially the 1890's was a time of rapid social 

change for ew Zealand and naturally Kaiapoi did not escape the changes. The 

most significant change for society was the change in attitude cowards women. In 

this change the temperance movement was a major force. 

Kaiapoi, with its strong Wesleyan and Presbyterian base, already had a strong 

leaning cowards temperance. From the early days of the Licensing Committees 
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many of the leading temperance followers were able to have themselves appointed 

to those bodies. Those men holding temperance views were persuaded that the 

best course for the social rehabilitation of certain members of society was co close 

as many of the hotels as possible with the view that Kaiapo i could become a 

prohibition area. 
_The Sons and Daughters of Temperance was a very strong organisation in 

Ka1 apo1 and out of this grew the Women's Christian Temperance Union. The 

Kaiapoi branch was formed in 1885. Its major focus was the spreading of the 

temperance movement. In tandem with this aim the Union was dedicated co the 

improvement of the situation of women. Excess alcoholic consumption by men was 

seen by the Union as one of the immediate causes of the straightened circum­

sta~ces of many women and children. The Union realised ea rl y in its campaign 

against drink that the problem was hydra-like and there were a number of issues 

that the Union would be required to address. The most pressing of these was 

female enfranchisement. The Women's Christian Temperance Union cook up this 

cause with a fierce determination. It was the firm belief of the Union that once 

women had _the vote then the temperance cause could be advanced and along with 

that the social betterment of women and children. 

Universal suffrage was achieved in 1893. In the lead up to the vote the women 

of Kaiapoi mounted a numberof campaigns the chiefof which was co support both 

\Vo111e11s Cliristia11 Te111pera11ce Union Coffee Sliop, in Raven Street 11ext Working A!e11s C/11b wlii,I, mn be seen 

011 riglit - co11rtesy Kair,poi Jlfuse,1111 
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the 1892 and 1893 women 's enfranchisement petitions. There were many well 
known Kaiapoi names on the petition, Annie Blackwell, Fanny Evans and Bessie 
Soul by signed the petitions and it was probab ly through their organisation that so 
many Kaiapoi women followed their lead. The pattern of signatures on the 
petitions showed that househo lds signed rogerher, indicating that the petitioners 
went door ro door seeking support for the enfranchisement of women. 

The Kaiapoi branch of the Temperance Union was very active and had a large 
number of members. In 1892 the branch won a banner for having the largest 
membership outside ofrhe Christchurch branch. In 1896 the branch reported that 
it had forty members and chat it held twelve ordinary meetings during 1895 as well 
as twelve Bible reading and prayer meetings. In addition it held three public 
meetings. In chat same year the Rangiora branch reported chat it had only nine 
members and he ld only three meetings during 1895. The Lyttelron branch 
reported that it had twenty one members . 

The first big project for the Kaiapoi branch was the provis ion ofTea and Coffee 
Rooms in Kaiapoi. The rooms were opened on the 31 May 1892 by the Reverend 
G. Bond, the president of the Wesleya n Conference. He spoke of the pro-active 
role of the Union as opposed ro the more passive role of handing our advice. He 
talked of the necessi ty of winning persons from intemperate habits by providing 
chem with the chance of refreshments without having ro resort ro alcohol. The 
Kaiapoi branch deserved high praise for the energy it had displ ayed in getting the 
project ro this stage. The Tea and Coffee Rooms which were situated in Raven 
Street consisted of three rooms. Ac the opening, one of the rooms was used as a sale 
of work room, the second as the refreshment room and the third as a reading room 

0111side "Ty Coed" 
In fro111 seat, Ted Ethel 1111d Richard Evans, 
/11 bock seal Fanny Evo11s, Airs Bln111ires and Reverend Blnmires 
Standing, Cis Evo11s 
Sitting on step, Estelle Evans - co1111esy Koinpoi Jl/11se11111 

(20) The Pms, 1.7.1892. p3. 
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which for char particular 
day was doubling as a 
place ro sell farm pro­
duce.czo> 

From the opening of 
the Tea and Coffee 
Rooms the Kaiapoi 
branch had ro work hard 
ro produce enough in­
come co support the 
project as the sale of tea 
and coffee was never 
sufficient ro allow the 
rooms robe se lf support­
ing. One of the annual 
events ·held ro upporc 
the rooms was a ew 
Year picnic held at Mr 
and Mrs Richard Evans' 
Willow Farm. Sufficient 
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funds were usually raised at the picnics ro ensure the survival of the rooms for 
another year. The Women's Christian Temperance Union also aprlied ro the 
Council on an annual basis for a subsidy ro he lp run the Rooms. The Council never 
refused the grant and it may have been the surety of that money char encouraged 
the Union ro eventually open a c reche in the rooms. 

Mrs Fanny Evans was the first president of the Kaiapoi branch of the Women 's 
Christian Temperance Union . Fann y Evans was the wife of Richard Evans and the 
sister of George Blackwell. She had arrived in Canterbury in 1874 and until her 
marriage worked in George Blackwell's score. She seemed ro have the characcer­
isric Blackwell energy and was able ro give the Union in Kaiapoi a solid base ro work 
from. Her presidency was followed by chat of her sister-in-law, Annie Blackwell. 

Through T!te W!tite Ribbon, the magazine of the Women 's Christian Temper­
ance Union, it is possible ro appreciate the many concerns the Union had for 
women and eh ildren. The edirorials in the I 890's covered such diverse subjects as 
prison reform, chi ld protection, education, commercial depression , The Conta­
gious Diseases Act, and the economic independence of married women. The 
Kaiapoi branch was in frequent communication with the local Member of Parlia­
ment. In July 1899 the Kaiapoi Branch wrote ro the member, David Bud do, co urge 
him ro support The Local Option Scrutineers Bill and at the same rime the Branch 
wrote ro Mr Kell y, M.I-I . R. lnvercargill , ro express support for his Young People's 

Protection Bill. On the local scene the 
Kaiapoi Branch wrote ro the Kai apoi 
Borough Council each time nomina­
tions were called for a local Charitable 
Aid and Hospital Board representative 
suggesting that the Council consider 
nominating a woman ro the position. 

Mrs Annie Blackwell held the po­
sition of presidencofche Kaiapoi branch 
for over ten yea rs . At the twelfth con­
vention of The Women 's Christian 
Temperance Union Annie Blackwell 
had the honour of co-ordinating the 
Relief Section of the Union. In her 
report ro the Convention she stated 
rhac Relief was "Christianity in Mo­
tion." Members of the Union through­
out the nation visited and provided 
practical help ro women who were sick 
or otherwise disadvantaged. 

Annie /3/adwell - co11rtesy Conterb11ry Jll,,se11111 The other delegate ac the twelfth 
convention from Kaiapoi was Bessie Soul by. She roo had been an office holder in 
the Kaiapoi Branch for many years. She generally held the office of secretary but 
at rimes she also held the position of treasurer and distriburor of T!te \V!tite Ribbon. 
Ir seems chat her contribution ro the Union in particular and ro the welfare of 
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women in general was typical of the service performed by man y women. It is known 
that her name appeared on the Burgess List for the Coffee Rooms in !\lay 1894. In 

her obituary it was noted that she and her husband, William, arrived in New 

Zealand on the "Dominion" in 1851 but as their names do not appear on that ship's 
passenger list it is more likely that they arrived on the "Stag" in 1850. 

The Soulby's were active members of the St Bartholomew's parish and in this 

Bessie Soul by differed from the other officers of the Kaiapoi branch who were 
either Presbyterian or Wesleyan. Bessie Soul by was the first infant mistress at the 

Kaiapoi Borough School. She taught there from 1875 until 1880. She appears to 
have devoted the rest of her life to the temperance cause. 

Alongside the larger role in public affairs that the Women's Christian Temper­
ance Union gave women, there were new sporting pursuits in the late Victorian era 

which offered women a choice of leisure activities. The cults of phys ica l exercise, 

especially working out with Indian clubs and cycling gave the more socially bold 
women an outlet but up until the 1890s there were no organized sporting activities 
exclusively for women in Kaiapoi. As so often happens it was a series of coincidents 

that led the Kaiapoi women co be the first in ew Zealand co form a women's 
hockey club. 

In 1890 the Reverend Hugh Mathias arrived from Liverpool co take up the 

curacy at Cusc. The following yea r Mathias moved to St Bartholomew's and was 
able co pursue his love of hockey. He formed the first ew Zealand men's hockey 

club and became its first president in 1895. The vice presidents were E.E. Papprill 
and Doctor Parsons , the treas urer was W. Butcher and the secretary E. Anstics. 

There were thirty rwo founding members. T n 1898 the Kaiapoi l\len's Hockey Club 
team won the Canterbury senior hockey competitions. The club went into recess 

in 1914 but was revived again in 1923. It las ted only until 1926 when it again went 
into recess. The club's second reopening cook place in 1932 and it has been going 
ever since. 

Apparently there were a number of women who were sufficiently interested co 
attend the men's practises among whom was Mrs Mathias. These women urged the 

Reverend Mathias co coach them . The next logical step was co form a women 's 
club. This was done at a meeting on 8 Jul y 1896. The Hinemoa Hockey Club 

became the first women's hockey club in ew Zealand. The first president was 
Mrs H.C.Parsons. Mabel Blackwell was elected as the first captain of the club. The 
subscription was set at two shillings and the colours adopted were black and wh ice. 
There were fifty seven names on the first membership list. The J-Iinemoa Club met 
at the Kaiapoi Park with the men. 

The first women's match was played on 6 Occober 1897 at Kaiapoi when the 

Hinemoa Club challenged the Girls' Hockey Club from Christchurch. The 
members of the first team were ellie Thompson, Bertha Hiatt, label Blackwell , 

Cassie Mathews, Katie Coup, Lottie Blackwell, Bessie Hiatt, Ida Fairclough, Nena 

Revell, Ellen and Laura Gaarder. J L ynskey was the emergency player. The match 
was refereed by Frank Hiatt, Bertha and Bessie's brother. There were about one 
hundred spectacors who saw the Hinemoa club become "the champions of the 

southern hemisphere" by winning the match six goals co nil. The game was played 
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Hi11e111ofl llod:ey C/11b bejo,~ i1sjirs1 gflme - ro1111esy Hi11e111011 Horkey Club. 

1n three fifteen 
minute spells with a 
five minute break 
between them. The 
breaks were prob­
ably needed as the 
players wore black 
and white stripped 
leg-of-mutton 
blouses and ankle 
length, heavy black 
serge skirts. lost of 
the playe rs had craw 
boaters , the black 
bands of which had 
H.H.C. embroi­
dered on them. 
Their sticks were 
longer than the mod­

ern equivalent and were curved on both sides with a much larger hook. After the 

Hazel ,l/c/111osh ( PMrre) and Pa11sv Pearce - ro11,1esy 
Kaiapoi 1l/11se11111 

14] 

game, which was described as ex­
citing, about eighty people went 
co the Coffee Rooms in Raven 
Street co have a tea prepared by 
the Club. 

The Hinemoa Club was a vig­
orous and vital organization. In the 
first three years of its existence it 
did not lose a game. In that third 
yea r it also embarked on its first 
tour. A team travelled co Welling­
con co take part in the first inter­
Provincial cournament inJ uly 1900. 
The party consisted of sixteen and 
although the team lost its first game 
two-nil co gati Kura the venture 
was considered a success. 

The five Pearce sisters, Hazel, 
Pansy, Myrtle, Doll and Ivy at­
tracted attention for the Club in 
1908 when they were all playing. 
Their mother had become Presi­
dent of the club in that year and 
remained so until 1941. It was 
Myrtle Pearce however who gained 
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the most attention for her skilful play particularly her goa l shooting. She was often 

described as "our dashing little inside wing." Myrtle and Lilly Rule were the two 

Hinemoa Club members picked for the Canterbury Team in 1908 to play agai nst 

Otago. t--1 yrtle remained a force in Provincial hockey for the next six years. In 1914 

she was in the Canterbury ream which was the only Provincial team to defeat the 

All England Women's Touring Team. There were four other I---linemoa C lub 

members in that team, Myrtle's sisters, Pansy and Doll and NI.Wells and Ida 

Burnip. According to the reports of the match there were thousands of spectators 

at Lancaster Park and M yrrle Pearce scored all three of Canterbury's goals. The 

English women scored two goals. After the game the Canterbury Association had 

the winning ball mounted, inscribed and presented to Myrtle. She was selected to 
represent New Zealand for 
three games against the Eng­
lish. 

In many ways the physi­
cally vigorous game of hockey 
challenges the contemporary 
view of the late Victorian 
women. To appreciate the fer­
vour with which the game was 
embraced by the women of 
Kaiapoi it is necessary to be 
reminded of the pioneering 
roots of the participants. For 
mo t of the early members of 
the Hinemoa C lub the 
hardworking and independent 
lifestyle of their parents had 
turned Kaiapoi from a bush set­
tlement into a flourishing town. 
It is Ii ttle wonder then that their 
daughters turned to a game that 
is not often seen as decorous. In 
many ways, a lthough the game 
itself was slower than the mod­
ern version, the vigour of 
hockey could be seen as a sym­
bol of the vita lity of the Kaiapoi 
in the lace Victorian era. 

In the late 1890's there was 
a more public examination by 

Koiapoi Mo1111111e111 - co11rresy Kaiapoi M11se11111 Kai Tahu of their recent past. 

Over a series of hui in 1898 the tribe decided to raise the money for a commemo­

rative monument to be placed on the sire of the great pa. Mr C.Hursr Seager of 

Christchurch was asked to design the monument. It was agreed thatthe monument 
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was to be placed in line with the old earth works on the southern side of the pa. The 

monument was to be a representation of a pou with a tiki on top looking our from 

the pa. At the base of the pou a sma ll grotto was to be made to she lter two brass 

tablets, one of which would record the names of the chief defenders of the pa and 

the other to have the names of the gati Toa attackers. The pou and the carving 

on the top were to be made from Mount Somers limesrone. 
Canon Stack was asked ro lay the foundation srone. It was Stack's last public 

duty after forty years of service ro Kai Tahu. He was due ro journey ro England and 

it was felt that he would not return. At the foundation srone laying ceremony on 20 

Ocrober 1898 Stack was g iven a brass riki with which ro tap the srone into place. In 

his speech Stack said that he was glad ro have been asked ro perform the ceremony 

and that he hoped that the monument would remind the people of their absent 

friends and old and honoured associations. He hoped that Kai Tahu would cling ro 

the teaching of the Church and Gospe l which in Stack's opinion wou ld make them 

an honoured people. Kai Tai tu ha Hape, the chairman of the Runuka, presented 

Canon Stack with a greensrone cross mounted on gold. 1lr C .Fleuty gave him a 

handsome flax mat and on behalfofhis wife, Kai,W. Uru presented Stack with a fine 

feathered bordered flax mat. (21) 

The monument was completed by April 1899. There were four thousand 

people at the pa site for its unveiling. A party of visirors from Rapa ki and Little 

Ri ver led by t-.lr T.Parata arrived by train at Kaiapoi in the morning of 1 April 

bringing with them a bullock and a truck load of fire wood for the umu. They were 
greeted by a haka after which they made their way to Tuahiwi before going on ro 

the pa sire. The Premier, Richard Seddon, arrived in Kaiapoi at twelve thirty and 

accompanied by the Ma yo r, J.L.Wilson and his daughter, the Hon J.K.Taiaroa, 

T.Parata and an escort under the command of Sergeant W.Uru went ro the sire. A 

powhiri was given, the main speech of welcome was made by T. Green. The 

Premier's repl y was transl ated by Colonel Porter. After the formal welcome a short 

service in both Maori and English was conducted by the Bishop of Christchurch 

assisted by the Reverends Ronaldson, Dunnage, Mathias and Fraer. ?vlr Green 

then gave a brief explanation of Kai Tahu history. After the Union Jack had been 

run up all the participants went ro neighbouring paddock ro have the feast and to 

be entertained by dancing and singing. (ZZJ 

The large number of people at the unveiling ceremony was nor an indic­

ation that all the old ho riliries between the various factions of the tribe that 

had arisen during the Kai 1-Iuaka feud and the sacking of Kaiapoi by Te Rauparaha 

had been dissipated. Alternatively it was proof that the supporters ofrhe reopening 
of the Pa site and the erection of the monument were able to rally a ll their friends 

and relations ro the ce lebration. It was seen by the Pakeha present as evidence that 

the two races were ab le ro live and work in harmon y. The fact that the supporters 

of the project were ab le ro raise three hundred and fifty pounds for the building 

of the monument in a short period of rime was an indication ro the Pakeha that 

(21) ThePms. 21.10.1898. p.5 
(22) The Pms. 4.4.1899. p.5 
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there was a revival of the Maori spirit. This, in fact, was the public face of part 

of the tribe: the real sicuacion was hidden away within the hearts of the Kai Tahu 

themselves. 
There were cwo disasters during the lace Victorian era chat led co changes in 

Kaiapoi. Just before midnight on 8 December 1887 lrs McDonald, a resident of 

the boarding house owned by Mr Jefferies next door co the Borough Council 

Chambers, noticed smoke and small flames in a small cupboard in the dining room 

downstairs. Within a very short time the whole of the boarding house was a mass 

of flames and with chat happening, the Council chambers were doomed. Luckily 

for the rest of the buildings on the west side of Cookson Street from May's score 

co the l\liddlecon Hotel the wind did not rise enough co fan the blaze. The fire 

brigade using their steam fire engine and with help from the engineer from the 

Woollen Mill, Mr Broadley, worked hard co contain the blaze. The Mayor, Mr 

R.Moore, the Borough Surveyor, Mr Webster, and several of the councillors saved 

many of the Council records and furniture. They were assisted in this cask by 

Sergeanc MacDonald and Constable Cartmill of the local police. The boarding 

house and the Council Chambers both of which were wooden buildings burned 

fiercely with some ofche embers being blown across co the north side of the river. 

The only injury was co one of Mr Jefferies' children who was singed during his 

escape from the boarding house. 
The Council was able co relocate its offices co a score chat had been used by 

Simpson and Campbell. (23l le immediately began planning a new Council Cham­

bers. A special meeting of the Council in January 1888 accepted the design 

submitted by Messrs England, Seagar and Mathews of Christchurch. How­

ever when the tenders from the builders were received in February the Council 

decided co defer the project as the tendered prices were all coo high. In July the 

Council passed a resolution stating chat it would proceed with the new Council 

Chambers if it received a tender of five hundred pounds or less for the construction. 

This resolution caused some problems for the Council in August. A special 

meeting was called on 14 August co rescind the resolution in order co allow the 

Council co accept a tender from Salfeld and Son for five hundred and thirty pounds. 

The motion of rescission was passed with five of the eight councillors voting for it. 

There was an amendment co the re olu~ion co accept the Salfe ld tender, co one co 

accept a tender from James Butt for four hundred and ninety nine pounds and 

fifteen shillings. This was lost. It was generally the Council's po li cy co accept the 

lowest tender for any job but in this case it was felt chat James Butt would be unable 

to complete the job for his tendered price. He lose out on the job co repair the 

suspension bridge in December 1888 for the same reason. With the acceptance of 

the Salfeld tender, work was able co proceed on Mr England's brick and scone­

faced design for the Council Chamber. The new Chambers were ready for 

occupation in 1889. 
The second disaster occurred in the lace 1890's. There was a further recurrence 

of a diphtheria epidemic in the borough. As in 1880 it was the borough's 

(23) Lyn ,!1011 Times, 10. 12. 1887. p.6. 
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Medical Officer who initiated the changes which resulted in the borough outlawing 

the use of cesspics. In larch 1896 Dr J.A.J.l\lurray informed the Council chat he 

was having samples of drinking water analysed for the presence of diseases. Along 

with chat advice he recommended chat the Council suppress the cesspit system 

and go over entirely co the pan system . The Council handed the recommendation 

over co its Sanitation Committee for study. Sixteen months lacer, in July 1897, the 

Sanitation Committee recommended chat the Council adopt Dr Murray's pro­

posal. In the meantime Dr l\lurray had been conducting further tests on drinking 

water from the many wells in the borough. Nothing more was clone by the Council 

co improve the situation until July 1898 when there was an outbreak of diphtheria 

amongst young children in the borough. Councillor Knight recommended chat the 

Council instruct the Borough School co close its infant department until the 

incidences of the disease began co level off. Councillor Simpson then moved an 

amendment chat the ell[ire school be closed for the present. This amendmell[ was 

passed, as was a resolution chat the school's water be tested. The School Commit­

tee replied co this request in August, seating that as there were no fresh cases ofche 

disease, the school would remain open. The Council however were alarmed 

enough co pass a by-law requiring all ratepayers co come into the pan system. Dr 

Murray was able co achieve what Dr Ovenden had sec out co accomplish in the 

1880's. 
Kaiapoi had the safest method of disposing of sewage known at chat time. 

Although it did lower the race at which infectious diseases occurred it did not 

eliminate them. The next seep in the prevention of diseases had co wait until the 

spread of such diseases was better understood by both the medical and non­

medical worlds. 
The end of the century and the beginning of the new century was marked 

by all Pakeha settlers in Canterbury as fifty years of settlemell[ in the pro­

vince. Boch major newspapers ran articles on the early settlers. These were in 

the form of reminiscences. Mrs Baker, Captain W.Whicby, Captain John Russell, 

John Sims and one other who preferred co be known as "Old Timer" recalled early 

days in Kaiapoi. Mrs Baker cold of early farming on the Island and the others cold 

of the pore. "Old Timer" recollected that the busiest year for the pore at Kaiapoi was 

1867 when enormous quall[ities of wire and standards for the up-councry stations, 

casks of sulphur and bales of sheep-wash tobacco co control scab, hundreds 

of telegraph poles for the line between Kaiapoi and Blenheim, up co cwo thousand 

cons of coal and general stock for the local businesses came across the wharf 

at Kaiapoi. Exports at chat time included three co five thousand bales of wool a 

year and cwo hundred thousand bushels of wheat, oats and barley. The first 

consignment of wheat sent from Canterbury co England was sent from Kaiapoi 

by Birch and Company. After the formation of the Waimakariri Harbour Board in 

1878 a dredge was purchased co clear the channel. le worked on the river until 

1885 when an unusually high fresh cleared the channel. The dredge was then sold 

co some gold miners from Ocago.(2.J) 

(24) The Press, 6.10. 1900. 
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Boch Captain Whitby and Captain Russell worked che river before che railway 
line was puc in. In chose days cargo was charged ar between fifteen and rwenry 
shillings a ton. In order to make rhe uade pay rhe seamen would have made quick 
rum-around rimes. Ir was nor uncommon for the ships to come in on rhe ride and 
to sail our again on rhe ebbing ride. Capra in Whirby remembered wirh some pride 
char he had been able to make rhe rrip from L yuelton to Kaiapoi in che ketch 
"Emerald" in five hours. 

After the opening of the railway the river crade fell away. Ir was revived in l 877 
by John Sims. Sims had been in Kaiapoi since 1857 when he began working in the 
bush. When char had been worked our he began a carting business in addition to 
running a flax mill. By 1877 he was running a coal and rimber business. Ir was 
obviously cheaper and more convenient for Sims to imporr coal and timber through 
rhe pore. He leased two ships, che "Croydon Loss" and rhe "Edith Reid" to bring in 
coal and rimber respecrively and to cake our produce to rhe orher smaller ports 
especially in the Norch Island. Sims believed at rhe rime of his reminiscences char 
rhe river was an invaluable highway to rhe di suicr and char rhe rrade on rhe river 
would increase in rhe coming years. 

The late Victorian years were a rime of rapid social and technological change in 
Kaiapoi. Ir was a town char srrongly identified wirh rhe mill and without rhe mill ir 
would have just been anorher small rural service centre. The mill gave rhe town 
links with rhe ourside world and for char reason it seemed to have an air of borh 
importance and dominance in North Canrerbury. 
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Chapter Seven: 

THE NEW CENTURY. 

T he new century in Kaiapoi was greered wirh a meticulous conservatism char 
nevertheless reflected a high oprimism for rhe fuwre ofrhe town. The long 
depression ofrhe 1880's and early 1890's seemed to be over ar lase. Farming 

more cercainly was becoming the backbone of the narion. Technological and 
scientific advances made the products from New Zealand farms sought after in rhe 
northern hemisphere and especially in Bricain. The mosr innovarive advance in 
rhis period was rhe perfecrion of refrigeration of mear to enable ir to be uansporred 
to rhe other side of rhe world. For sheep farmers, rhe sole reliance on wool for rheir 
income was removed. This great change meant char income earned from sheep 
could be spread more evenly through our rhe year and rhe exua income earned from 
rhe sale of carcasses was spent in local economies. Overall rhere was more rhan a 
doubling of rhe value of wool and mear exported from Canterbury in rhe years from 
1896 to 1914. 

In addition to the changes in sheep farming there were important changes in the 
dairying industry which again resulred in increased income for dairy farmers. The 
use of milking machines , pasreurizarion, and rhe use of rhe Babcock tesr all meant 
improvements both in the supply and in the qualiry of rhe end produce whether ir 
was butter or cheese. 

The importance char dairying had in rhe orth Canterbury economy at the wrn 
of rhe century has nor generally been recognised. The farms on rhe flar around 
Woodend and Ohoka were on rich agricultural land char had a high warer cable. 
These were ideal conditions for the year round growing of pasrure grasses and 
therefore rhe support of dairy herds. The opening of rhe Sefton burrer factory in 
rhe !are 1880's encouraged local farmers co rake advantage of the naturally 
excellent conditions for dairy herds. Th is factor and rhe gradual growth in the local 
economy from that time made it viable for a creamery co open in Kaiapoi in 1900. 
The creamery rook cream from the Ohoka farmers and in wrn supplied rhe Cenual 
Dairy Company ar Addington. Many farmers on the rich but heavy land surround­
ing Kaiapoi made a move away from cropping co dairying in the first years of the 
century. 
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The upsurge in dairy farming was nored as one of rhe reaso ns why rh e loca l 
econom y made such sready progress in rh e firsr few yea rs of rh e new cenrury. 
].H.Blackwe ll in hi s "SrotyofrheB!ackwel/'sSlores", written tocommemorare nine ry 
yea rs of business, reco rded as much. Blackwe ll wrore, 

"-Especiall y imporca nr was rhe grear developmenrofrhe 
dairy indusrry and rhe esrab l ishme nr of co-operar ive manu­
facru ring companies . By new, improved merhods rhe 
burrer industry was revo luri oniscd, marerially raising rh e 
scandard of rhe farming communiry. Prices of produce were 
much improved and farmers received rheir monrhl y re­
wrns regularly. This reflecred in improved business condi­
rions." CJ> 

The hi sto ry of rhe sto re in rhe ea rl y yea rs of rhe rwenrierh cenwry re flecred rhe 
broaderdevelopmenrofKaiapoi. The sma ll ge nera l sto re founded by G.H.Blackwell 
became an emporium in rhe ea rl y years ofrhe rwe nrierh cenwry and irs expansion 
mirrored ch ar of Kaiapoi. 

The firsr pracrical and ourward sign ofrhe growrh ofrhe sto re was seen in 1895. 
The old scab ies and bakehouse we re demolished to make way for a large brick 
bakehouse and new scab ies . The baker, 1-l .Farre r, quickly made a repucarion fo r rhe 
sto re by uppl ying good qualiry bread and cake. This part of rh e business grew 
rapid ly and Blackwell's bread and cakes were being so ld nor on ly in rhe loca l a rea 
bur also in C hri srchurch . 

In keepingwirh rhe precedenrser by rhe rechnologicallyaware G.H. Blackwell, 
hi s son had acery le ne gas for li ghring insrallcd in rhe shop in 1902, s ix yea rs before 
rh e Coun cil insca ll ed irs own gas wo rks. Gas li ghring was nor wirhour irs problems. 
Ar rimes, especia lly on lace ni gh rs, rhe gas would run our and rhe shop would be 
plunged into darkn ess. The sraffwere rhen required to find a ca ndl e, go to rhe gas 
room and rep le ni sh rhe ca rbid e stock so char business cou ld proceed normally. 

The nexr rebuilding projecr took place in 1902. The small e r wing ofrhe main 
building was demolished and replaced wirh a la rge rwo sto rey block. This block 
housed rh e expanding drapery and millinery pare of rhe business on rhe grou nd 
fl oo r. The dressmaking work room was siwared on rhe second floor. le employed 
rwelve sraffunder rhe rewardship of Miss H olloway. The dressmaking room made 
ir possible for rhe close relarionship berween Blackwell's store and rhe Kaiapoi 
Woollen Mill to co nrinu e to rhe murual benefir of each e nrerp ri se. C loches made 
in rh e work room from Kaiapo i clorh became a so rr-afrer fearure from rhe sto re in 
rh e early yea rs of rhe cenwry. In com mon wirh orher large stores ar rhi s rime, 
Blac kwell s had irs own millinery de parrme nt. Indi viduall y trimmed hars were an 
acrribure of rhe sto re. 

Alrhough rhere were a number of differenr direcrions raken by rhe store ir 
clung onto one ofrhe hallmarks of irs earl y days. The cou nrry rounds were nor only 
rera ined bur expanded to rake in Coum Island . The heavy sp rin g cart needed by 
the original service to cope wirh th e rough sra te of the roads was rep laced by a rwo-

(I) Blackwe ll , J,H ., "The 10,y of 8/nd:s,·ell's Stom." p.9 
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horse waggonetre when the roading system became a littl e more e ffi c ie nt. With the 
adve nr of moto ri sed transport the sto re purchased a truck to rake over rhe counrry 
rounds. This e nabled rh e sa lesman tO cove r a wider area in a shorter rime. The 
country round was an essentia l se rvice tO th e res idents in the outlying districts in 
those days of limited transpo rt op tions. Even in the relatively c lose ly settl ed and 
fl at country areas su rrounding Kaiapo i country people did not have read y access tO 

rhe rnwn. The travelling service provided by Blackwell s was a communica tion 
life line for country people which centred on Kaiapo i. 

In order t0 provide a complete serv ice rh e srn re not onl y had genera l goods and 

Upper, lool.-i11g south along ff igh 
Street, Borough Co1111cil 
buildings 011 left 

Lower, looking south along 
Cooho11 Street towards bridge, 
Bank of Neru• Zmla11d, gas 
lamp m,d llt111sett's B11ildi11g 
011 left, Post Office, Fire 
Station 011 right - co1111esy 
Kaiapoi Museum 

drapery deparrmen~s but a lso had a very busy grocery department. In its heyday 
the groce ry section employed rhirty people. In conjunction wirh the grocery 
department Blackwells in this period also developed a bacon and ham curing 
business. The srn re boughr be rween four and five hundred pig carcasses annually 
from its farmer cusrnmers t0 make inrn sa lt-cured bacon and hams. The majority 
of these were shipped tO Auckland for sale. However when ir was realized that a 
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substamial outlay would be needed for refrigeration to sustain a yea r round trade 

the directors decided to invest the money in the expanding general business and 

to close down the ham and bacon business. 
It is clear that the early yea rs of the twentieth century were a period of expansion 

and innovation for the Blackwe ll store and this was echoed in the programme 

followed by the Borough Council. The Council agenda was of necessity more 

conservative than the one followed by the business enterprises of Kai apoi. 
The Borough Council's schedule included plans for a modern method of 

lighting for the town. Street li ghting up umil this time had been reserved for the 

corners of streets and those places, such as the bridge, that were considered 

dangerous on dark ni ghts. From time to time organizations approached the Council 
to req uest that a light be placed outside their particular building. For the most part 

the Council was willing to erect a lamp provided the organization paid the initi al 

costs of installation. These lamps were fuelled with kerosene and were lit each 

evening by a lamplighter. 
In the late 1890's the Council began investigating th e possibility of using gas to 

li ght and hear the town. In April 1897 the Council heard a speech from Mr Wallis 

of the Balcultha Gas Company explaining the benefits of using water gas. The 

Council was nor impressed by this method. In 1898 the Council was approached by 

the ew Zealand Acetylene Gas Company Ltd. The company offered to give an 

exhibition of gas in Kaiapoi free of charge. In the ten yea rs from that first approach 

from the company the Borough Council explored a number of options none of 

which appea led in either terms of efficiency or the investment required to install 

the systems. In September 1907 Councillor Sullivan presented an exhaustive 

report on the benefits of using acetylene gas. Sullivan had made a visit to Picton and 

while there, he had inspected the gas works. He had also sought the opinion of the 

Mayo r of Ran giora and the Town Clerk of Blenheim on their experience with 

acetylene gas. As a result of these inquiries he strongly recommended to the 

Council that Kaiapoi adopt the acetylene gas method. In ovember the Council 

approached the Treasury for a four thousand pound loan to help with the construc­

tion of a gas works. It a lso sent a loan proposal to the Public Trustee as well as 

appealing to the Governmem Life Insura nce Company for a three thousand pound 
loan . Both the Treasury and the Life Insurance Company turned down the 

Council's approach bur the Public Trustee was willing to lend the Council three 

thousand pounds at an interest rate of four and a half per cent forthe project as well 

as requiring the Council to set up a sinking fund of one per cent. 
With the loan arranged the Council was able to enter into a draft agreement, in 

April 1908, with the New Zealand Acetylene Gas Company to build a gas works. 

The building of the gas works began mid-yea r and by the end of the yea r it was 

supplying lighri·ng and hearing to a large number of gove rnment and commercial 
buildings in Kaiapoi . The only governmem department nor to convert immedi­

ately to gas was the Railways Department. It stated that it was sure that the railway 

station was adequately lit. However, by November 1908 the Department had 
relented and the Kaiapoi station was connected to the gas supply. The gas works 

stood in what is the present day car park behind the Kaiapoi Service Centre. 
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The official turning on of the gas took place on the evening of 17 September 

1908 at the band rotunda in Darnley Square. R.A.Tucker from the ew Zealand 

Acetylene Gas Company as ked the I\layoress, Mrs ].H . Blackwell, to turn on the 

gas, after which he presemed her with a silver inkstand to commemorate the 

occasion. ].H.Bl ackwe ll in his speech sa id that he hoped that the brighter light 

would be the beginning of brighter pros peers for the town. The company had done 

its part in providing public lighting for the town and the M ayo r hoped that soon the 

resid e nts would do their part by having their houses connected to the supply. After 

the turning on ceremon y and the speeches the Brass Band played a selection of 

tunes. Favourable commems were made about the quality of the lighting and the 
fact th at the clock tower was also illuminated. (2) 

The advem of gas lig hting in Kaiapoi turned it into a modern town. In the yea rs 

following the construction of the gas works many private houses were connected 

and the Council'began to trade in gas cooking and hearing appliances. 
As part of the programme to modernize the town the Council also embarked on 

an ambitious plan to provide kerbing and channelling for most of the town streets. 

It a lso set about the task of asp halting the main thoroughfares. Dust was still a 

particularly bad problem in the summer and it was made worse by the increasing 

use of motor vehicles . Despite the use of asphalt in the busy areas it was necessary 
to use the wa rer cart on a comi nu i ng basis. 

lost of these improvemems took place during J.H .Blackwell 's first term as 

l.H. Blfldwell, illfly 1'/rD011gall, Kr,iflpoi, pho1ogm­
pher - ro1111esy Kr,iflpoi A/11se11111 

(2) Th,Pms, 18.9.1908. pA 
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mayor. Joseph Henry Blackwell had 
not only followed his father into the 
family business bur he also donned 
the mantle of public service. 

The turn of the century saw an­
other sport capture the imagination of 
Kaiapoi people in much the same way 
as rowing had in earlier rimes. This 
sport was cycling. The Kaiapoi Cy­
clingClub was formed in 1899and was 
iment on reviving the Easter Games 
by holding a programme of cycle races. 
The venue for this endeavour was 
Kaiapoi Park. 7'1te Press report of the 
1901 Easter sports stated that the 
Kaiapoi Cycling Club was successful 
in resuscitat ing the sports judged by 
the number of people who attended 
the meeting . Although the dull 
weather drove many of the patrons 
away before the end of the day two 
thirds of the programme was com­
pleted before the rain started. At this 
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meecing che mosc prominenr rider was a local man , \V.Anderson. I-le won the half 

mile, the one and a half mile, the rwo mile, the roadsters, and the three mile bicycle 

races. He also took part in the most popular even ton the programme, the Challenge 

Race. Anderson on his cycle was to race two laps of the track against the one lap of 

the runner, I I.Driscoll. Driscoll won by ninccy yards.(3) 
By 1903 the club was able to lay an asphalt track around the perimecer of Kaiapoi 

Park. This made for better racing conditions but it did take away the challenge of 

grass crack racing. Bert Rich , one of the pioneer racers on a "safety bicycle", recalled 

a race in which he was placed on scracch. Although he pedalled as hard as he could 

he was unable to ca tch the rest of the field because of the lumpy condition of the 

track.H) 
A press report of 190-+ recorded that 1800 people attended the Boxing Day cycle 

races. During che programme there was an attempt made on the New Zealand one 

mile record by Bill Arnst. I-le was paced by a motorcycle riden by A.E.Gardner. On 

his second attempt Arnst recorded one minute fifty four seconds. The track was 

reported to be heavy and in parts the extreme heat had caused the asphalt to soften. 

One person was associated with the Cycling Club for its entire life. He was 

James lealings. In the first years of the club l\ilealings raced in the boys ' races and 

in the latter yea rs he was an official of the club. 
Another sports club became established in the Kaiapoi community in the first 

decade of the twentieth cenrury. The Kaiapoi Tennis Club traces its beginnings 

to the summer of 1909. However it did have a forerunner in 1882. The Kaiapoi 
Lawn Tennis Club had a court at the western end of Raven Street. The court was 

used for the first cime on 16 October 1882 by club members. It was described as 

being well sheltered from the wind and a decided acquisition. To the membership 

Bill A ms/ wilh Jod Yelloru,lees 011 bil.e r11 cyde 1md-, r. I 904 George Fis/.•, 
Kfliflpoi, phologmpher - co1111esy Kc,iopoi Afllse11111 

(3) Th,· Pms. 9.4. 1901 
(4) Brocklebank, Charles, Old !.aiapoi, pp 99-100 
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of the Kaiapoi Lawn 
Tennis Club, a court 
meant that the club was 
quite established and 
that members would be 
able compete success­
fully in matches with 
other clubs. Ic is prob­
able that the Kaiapoi 
Lawn Tennis Club 
lasted only a season or 
two, as the first flush of 
enthusiasm of the 
founding members de­
clined. it is also possible 
that the site was not as 
good as the members 
firsc thought. The west-

The N,w Ce111111y 

ern end of Raven Street, in the vicinity of Adam Street, was prone to flooding and 

this could have affected the court. 
The next mention of a tennis club was in the Kaiapoi Record, 11 August 1909, 

where it was reported that a tennis court was being put down in Kaiapoi Park for 

the I-laeremai Tennis Club. It was hoped chat the opening day would be held near 

the end of October and it would be marked by exhibition matches between crack 

players from neighbouring clubs. The secretary of the club, A.F. Rollinson , also 

indicated chat a meeting wou Id be held soon co elect officers and draw up rules after 

which people wanting to be members could conract him. From this report it seems 

evident that the Haeremai Club was a steering organization for the formation of a 

club although it is also evident, that the people involved in it, did not view it in this 

way. 
A special general meeting was arranged for 2 September 1909. It was followed 

by two other meetings on 7 September 1909 and 21 September.1909 out of which 

the Kaiapoi Tennis Club was formed. Reverend ].S.Reid was elected as the first 

president with A. F. Rollinson as the secretary and l\liss B.Clothier as the treasurer. 

There was a ten member committee with six men and four women. The opening 

day for the new club was held on 15 September 1909 on the grass court that was no 

doubt the subject of the report in the Kaiapoi Record. The club was keen, however, 

co extend its facilities and by the end of 1909 it had sought and had been granted 

permission co lay an asphalt court in the south west corner of the park. As with the 

cycling track the asphalt was liable co become soft and therefore unplayab le. 

Consequently games were restricted to before 9a.m. and after Sp.m. when the 

cooler temperatures ensured a hard court. 

Te1111is players Koiopoi - co11,1esy K{liopoi Jl/11se11111 
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The club ran its first fund rai ing event in !\ larch 19 I 1. Th is was a concert given 

free of charge by the "Frivolity linsrrels" of Christchurch. Although the Odd fellows 

Hall was only half full che club raised eight pounds and was extremely pleased . By 

early 1912 there were so many members chac ic was obvious rhac che club would 

have co install another court ac Kaiapoi Park. Planning was well underway for chis 

new courc when the club decided co apply co che Council for permission co move 

che courts co Darnley Square. The delighted Borough Council readily gave ics 

permission and work was scarred almost immediatel y. The first court in Darnley 

Square was ready for use in Occober 1912 and the second was completed in 

February 191-t. By chis rime che Tennis Club was a well established part ofKaiapoi 
society. 

The eh ree years between 1904 and 1907 saw che escab l ishment of three sporting 

clubs chac have an imporcanc part in che social life of Kaiapoi coday. Jn 1904 che 

Riverside Bowling Club was escablished and chis was followed in 1905 by the 

founding of the Kaiapoi Croq uec C lub. The croq uec players were permitted rouse 

che bow Ii ng club's rink for their games. The dual use of che faci I icy while enabling 

boch clubs co build up their membership can noc have helped in promoting the 

skills of each game as each requires a different playing surface. This sicuarion 

lasted until 1925 when che croquet club opened ics own green next co the bowling 
club. 

1907 was che founding year for che Kaiapoi Golf club. ].G. Yellowlees who had 

emigrated from Scocland at che wrn of che cenwry was boch a keen bowler and 

golfer. He had joined che bowling club buc found chac during che wincer chere was 

no place he could use the golf clubs which he had brought wich him. Yellowlees 

suggested co some of his bowling club friends chac chey should form a golf club 

using leased land co the north of Dale Screer. His friends received che idea wich 

enthusiasm and a six hole course was constructed on twenty eighc acres of grazing 

land leased from Horace Land ac an annual rental of sixteen pounds. The firsc 

president was Doccor f-1.A. Davies and Doccor J. Crawshaw was che first secrecary. 

The firsc treasurer was the manager of the Woollen Ji II, T. R. Leirhead. The first 

committee, with some foresight, had a righc ro purchase clause written inco its lease 

and the Club exercised this right in 1922. The first course was a very rough affair. 

Sheep grazed the area during the week, with the first golfers ro arrive ar the course 

having co move them, before play could begin. Secondly the players would have 

ro hand mow the greens, digging the hole om with a knife. The firsc local rule made 
by the club allowed the players co lift their balls ouc of the cracks made on che greens 

by che sheep. A separate Ladies Comminee was formed in 1919 with l\Jiss A. 

Lynskey as the club captain and Miss M. Blackwell as the secretary. Over the years 

the club has expanded co a well planned eighteen ho le course with around five 

hundred members and a substantial clubhouse which bears little resemblance ro 

the small tin shed which served the first members ofrhe Kaiapoi Golf Club. 

A long rime eyesore in Kaiapoi, Darnley Square, came under close public 

scrutiny after the inscallarion of the sea cue co commemorate Queen Viccoria 's reign. 

l t was hoped that the square wou ld become a foca l point forrhe inhabirancs' leisure 
rime. Bathing had been for some rime increasing in popularity. It presented a 
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problem for the csrablishmenc of Kaiapoi. le was nor thought respectable for men 

ro swim in public view in the river. There were attempts from time co cime co 

restrict the prac ti se of bathing to a ccrcain area of the river. When it became 

apparent chat women were also keen co swim, it was decided that the cown should 

have a public swimming bath. The provision of this facility became the project ro 

commemorate the coronation of Edward VIL Darn Icy Square was the obvious 
choice for the sire of the swimming baths although a substantial number of people 

thought char the Kaiapoi Sports Ground would be a more appropriate place for the 

proJCCt. 
In !\ lay 1902 Sir Joseph Ward wrote ro the council ro inform it that the 

governme~r would subsidize money set aside for municipal projects ro com memo­

rate the coronation of Edward VI I, ara rare of a pound fora pound up co two hundred 

pounds. On the basis of that information the Council decided co vote one hundred 

l .ef!: R..I. s,,dr/1111, 17'/l//'/IS //,(l11/.sf11r ihl',f!llld /.,:11• 

"/"lie ll ',,,,lf11 Pn,.u. 190./, ph11111gmpl,,,,. _ m1111,,s1• 
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pounds towards the swimming baths. In June this amount was increased to four 
hundred pounds so that the Council could take full advantage of the government 
subsidy. 

The construction of the Coronation King Edward VII swimming baths began 
on Coronation Day, 9 August 1902, with the turning of the first sod. In the following 
months the Council's special committee for the construction of the swimming 
baths explored various plans for the project. It endeavoured to obtain the plans for 
the Richmond and Woolston Baths and in the end found it necessary to engage an 
architect to draw up the plans. At a special meeting on 17 October S.K.Wright's 
plans for the baths were accepted with provision for the addition of a shower and 
a water closet. Tenders were called and in NovemberT.J.Burnecc's tender of three 
hundred and forty-five pounds was accepted. Work began almost immediately and 
was well advanced by the time the Premier, R.J.Seddon, along with Sir Joseph 
Ward, paid a surprise visit to the borough in December 1902. They inspected the 
site of the baths and whether or not invitation to open the baths was issued then is 
not clear bur within two weeks of the visit, the Council received notice that both 
the Premier and his wife would attend the opening of the baths. The Council also 
decided at the same time to have a commemorative stone made with the names of 
the Mayor and councillors as well as the Town Clerk engraved on it. 

Richard Seddon sent word that he would be able to be in Kaiapoi on 10 March 
1903 and would open the Baths at chat time. The Council immediately wrote to the 
School Committee, the management of the Woollen Mill and the businesses in the 
town requesting that they give their pupils and employees a half-day holiday to 
celebrate the opening of the baths. 

On 10 March the Premier arrived in the early afternoon without Mrs Seddon and 
was taken to the Council Chambers for a celebratory lunch. During the lunch the 
Kaiapoi Brass Band which was asked to provide music for the occasion played 
outside. At the opening of the baths Seddon was given a gold key engraved with 
the words "Presented to Mrs Seddon by the citizens of Kaiapoi on the opening of 
the Coronation Swimming Baths March 10th, 1903." In his speech Seddon 
declared that public baths were essential to the health and well being of every well­
organized community. He went on to add that he would pass a law which would 
make it compulsory for every house to have a bathroom as it was more essential for 
the working man to have a bathroom than it was for the wealthy man. It is a little 
difficult to see the connection between a public baths and a bathroom in a private 
house these days but in the early part of the twentieth century personal hygiene and 
healthy exercise were seen as two of the most important aspects of a wholesome 
society. Since the Council had done its part in providing a place of exercise for the 
citizens of Kaiapoi Seddon obviously felt the need to reassure the voters that his 
government would do all in its power to ensure that each citizen had in his own 
house the means to obtain personal hygiene. After the speech Seddon used the 
gold key to unlock the baths and to declare it open. 

The public had a chance on the following Saturday to celebrate the opening by 
attending an exhibition of swimming and a programme of races and competition 
dives. The Swimming Committee of the Council set the rate for members at two 
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shillings and six pence for the rest of the season providing for males to be allowed 
to use the baths between 6am and 8am and between 5pm and 7pm on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays. On Sundays men were allowed to 
use the baths between 6am and 9am and on Thursdays and Sarnrdays between 1pm 
and 7pm. Women had their use ofche facility restricted to between 1pm and 3pm 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. For the men these opening times meant that they 
had a maximum of thirty four hours of swimming available each week compared 
with four hours for women per week. These restrictions were met with an 
inevitable protest and so it was decided three days lacer to amend the opening hours 
to allow women to swim on Tuesdays between 1pm and 3pm, on Thursdays 
between 5pm and 7pm and on Sarnrdays between 1 pm and 4pm. This alteration 
to the hours meant chat the men had their hours changed as well They were now 
allowed to swim between 6am and 8am and 2:30pm and 4: lSpm on Mondays 
Tuesdays and Fridays. The afternoon hours on Thursday changed to between 1 pm 
and 4pm and the afternoon hours on Saturday changed to between 5pm and 7pm. 
The Sunday hours remained the same. In total the women's hours increased to 
seven hours per week and the men's hours decreased to twenty five hours per 
week. It was still not equitable and although in the eyes of the women it was an 
improvement, it did not satisfy keen female swimmers. In January 1905 the 
Council received a letter from Miss E. Fawcett asking for an increase of two hours 
for female swimmers. 

The schoolmaster, Mr R.J. Alexander, was given a key for the use of the school 
pupils. The boys were allowed to swim without the supervision of the teacher 
provided chat they paid threepence per swim for non-members and one penny per 
swim for members. Presumably it was not considered suitable for the school girls 
to learn to swim as there was no mention of any arrangements for them. 

Joe Atkinson was appointed the first caretaker of the baths at ten shillings per 
week. There were two rules for those attending the swimming baths. Firstly people 
had to display good conduce and secondly bathers had to wear full bathing dress. 
There was a curious dichotomy of view on how the baths were regarded m the early 
part ofche century. It was widely accepted chat healthful exercise was necessary for 
the well being ofche individual but at the same time the fact that m order to swim 
a bather had to wear, in terms of the current mores of the society, very few clothes, 
led many to speculate chat the swimming baths were a place of loose morals._This 
attitude was reflected in the restrictions on the hours for women swimmers as It was 
thought necessary to protect them. In order to protect women naturally it meant 
that there could be no mixing of the sexes during swimming sessions. 

The caretaker's primary role was to police the rules. In March 1904 an in_cident 
occurred that illustrated the type of discipline that was imposed by the he1rachy. 
The event was treated with such seriousness chat it was, evenwally, to come before 
the Swimming Committee of the Council. The caretaker of the baths complained 
to the chairman of the Swimming Baths Committee about the behaviour of 
H.Johnston and J.Broadley. The cwo individuals were written to and ordered to 
appear before the committee or face expulsion from the swimming club. At the 
meeting which was held on 29 March Johnston and Broadley were requested to 
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ex pla in che ir be hav io ur and co a po logise co che ca re cake r. Alcho ug h chey admicced 
ch at th e ir be hav io ur was noc exaccl y "p ro pe r" th e mi sc rea nts sa id ch ac th ey we re 
onl y hav ing a bit of fun and ch at ch ey we re so rry ch at th e ca re ta ke r co u Id not accept 
it as s uc h. H oweve r, a ft e r th e c hairman had re prim and ed th e m a nd g ive n ch e m 
so me good ad vice o n ch e ir future be havio ur, Jo hnston a nd Broadl ey promised co 
"use che ir best e nd eavo urs in future co furth e r ch e ince rescs o f th e bath s." (:i) 

le had been appare nt fo r so me cime th at th e po t offi ce a nd th e ra il way scaci o n 
we re no lo nge r big e noug h fo r th e vo lum e of business transac te d in both of ch ose 
escab li shme ncs. T he Coun c il had writte n o n num e rou s occas ions co ch e Minis te rs 
of Pose a nd Telegra ph a nd Rai I ways co as k ch e m ro co nside r bui I din g ne w pre mises 
fo r th e ir res pec ti ve de partm e nts. T he Co un cil had a lso e nli s ted rh e he lp o f rh e 
loca l me m ber, l\ lr Buddo. I-l e, coo, wro te ro th e l\, lini sce rs urg ing o n th e m th e 
necess ity fo r large r build ings . All o f thi s urg ing may have had so me influe nce in 
d irect ing S ir Joseph Ward , a nd o th e r me mbe rs o f th e Ho use o f Re presenrati ves ro 
pay th e surp ri se visit ro th e bo ro ug h on 16 D ece mbe r 1902. Anothe r mo re pe rso na l 
reaso n may have been char th e Pre mi e r's so n-in -law, the Reve re nd Bea n, ca me 
from Kaiapo i. T he cli g ni ca ri es vis ited th e Woo ll e n Mill , rh e s ire of th e w imming 
ba th s, t he pose offi ce and che ra il way sta ti on. In hi s re po rt ofch e v is it th e M ayo r, 
].Da ly, sca red ch ar judg ing fro m Ward 's re ma rks th e re co uld be little do ubt ~h a r 
both the pos t o ffi ce and th e ra il way sta ti o n wo uld be re placed with up-co-dace 
b uil d ings in th e nea r future. As we ll as this ass u ra nce th e row n was very fl acte red 
to rece ive visito rs of such s tature. le was fe lt char th e v isit indi ca ted prog ress fo r th e 
boro ug h. Inc icle ncall y Isaac Wil so n was a bl e ro put hi s ca rri age ar rh e di sposa l o f Sir 
Joseph Ward d urin g thi s surpri se visit mu c h ro th e gra titud e of th e Boro ug h 
Cou ncil. 

T he new ra il way scar io n was th e firs t of rh e gove rnm e nt buildings ro be 
co nst ructed. I r had been obvio us fo r so me tim e ch ar rh e o ld sca ri o n was coo sm all 
ro cope with th e inc reased vo lumes of passe nge rs and fre ig hr. l\l os t of rh is increase 
was d ue co the increased po pul ati o n in North Ca nte rbury a nd so me o f it was du e 
to the red uct io n o f fa res whi ch coo k place in th e ea rl y 1900's. Thi s was th e go ld e n 
age of ra il way trave l in New Zea la nd. An indica ti on of rh e importa nce of ra il way 
trave l had become ap pa re nt d urin g th e 1890 's whe n th e Gove rnm e nt put in place 
a n improve me nt pla n fo r sta ti o ns, rollin g stock a nd lines cha t anci cipated th e 
spe nd ing of a s ubstanti a l sum of mo ney each yea r. Th e re place me nt of th e srari o n 
at Kaiapo i was pa rt of thi s pl an. 

Ar the t ime th e D es ig nin g E ng inee r a t New Zea land Ra il ways was G eo rge 
Troup. Tro up had co me ro Dun edin in l 886 afte r compl e tin g an arc hirec r­
s urvey ing appre nti ces hip in E dinburg h ro rake a pos iti on w ith th e ra ilways 
de partm e n t. Afte r two yea rs he was transfe rred ro W e llington ro wo rk in the 
dra ughrin g de partm e nc. In 1892 T ro up becam e th e c hi e f d ra ughtsma n a nd in 1902 
he became th e D es ig nin g E ng inee r. I-Ii s des ig n fo r th e Ka iapo i ra ilway sta ti o n was 
a n exqui site woode n s tru cture ch a r had th e c harac te ri s ti cs o f Vi ctori an Jaco bea n 
arch itecture. Ir was half-tim be red with a Marse ill es til e roo f. The wind ows we re 

(S) K11i11po1 Bomugl, r:01111ril miu111e.1·. 1 Sf\ larch. 29 t\ la rch, 190-4 
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latti ced a nd th e re was a n a ttrac ti ve turre t o n th e no rth e rn e nd o fch e building ch ar 
fo rm ed part of th e ladi es' wa iting roo m .(61 Kaiapo i peo pl e we re ge ne rall y pl eased 
w ith rh e appeara nce o f th e ir ne w sca ci o n a lth o ug h many fe lt ch ar th e s ituati o n o fch e 
building did nor show it off co its bes t ad va ntage . "Th e Front e leva ti o n is in good 
caste but is los t ro ge nera l view by reaso n th at it does nor abut o n a ny form e d s tree t, 
and th e o utl oo k is cowa rd s a mass o f ro ug h sc rub" (71 

In hi s speech a t th e ope ning ofrh e s tati o n o n 3 F e bru ary 1904 Sir Jose ph Wa rd 
ex pla ine d chat th e gov­
e rnm e nc was anx io us ro 
pro m o te th e co n ve n-

" ie nce of th e publi c a nd 
the credirof th e rail ways. 
By addin g little thin gs 
ro th e symme try o f th e 
sca ti ons in ord e r ro please 
th e eye, S ir Jose ph be­
lie ve d ch at th e ex tra ex­
pe nditure was pe rfec cl y 
jus tifi e d. (8l The town 
ce le b ra ted by ha ng ing 
o ut fla gs and bunting. 

Geor!(e ·t,-011p'., f.:"i"poi R"i/r,•r,y S1"1io11 · ro1111esv /;rti(lpoi ,l/11s,,11m T he mo re important o f 

the c iti ze ns e nte rta ine d S ir Jose ph co light re fres hme ncs o n hi s arri va l from H anme r 
S prings a nd a lso co lunc h aft e r he had ope ne d th e s tati o n a nd laid th e fo und a ti o n 
sco ne of th e new Pose Office. 

Althoug h th e building itse lf was a so urce of pride to th e townsfo lk th e 
s urroundin gs we re o f g rea t co nce rn ro th e m . A le tte r to th e e ditor of The Press 
publi shed o n 23 M ay 1904 as ked whe th e r it was poss ible to ge t a wo rking bee 
togeth e r ro leve l o ut th e access way in o rd e r co preve nt ladi es and o thers a t ni g ht 
tim e fro m injurin g th e ir a nkl es and fallin g into traps. (91 No thin g was d one in 
res po nse ro cha t le tte r a nd so th e jo urney fro m th e stati o n rem a ined haza rd ous. By 
19 10 th e Bo rou g h Coun c il was so co nce rn ed at th e scare o f th e g round surrounding 
th e s tati o n char ir w rote co rh e l\lini sce r of Ra il ways ro reques t ch at che l\lini scry fill 
ch e low ly ing areas o n th e Ra il way rese rve land as they constituted a hea lth haza rd 
ro th e c iti ze ns. T he Coun c il co uld not co ntain its indig nati o n at th e refu sa l o frh e 
Ra ilways D e partm e nt ro spe nd o ne hundre d and rwe ncy pounds to rec tify th e 
p ro ble m a nd passed th e pro ble m o n ro rhe eve r fa ithful Membe r o f th e House o f 
Represencati ves, th e H ono ura ble D. Buddo. After protracted negoti a ti o ns th e 
Ra ilways D e partme nc did fill in th e low ly ing area . It i fair to ob e rve chat th e 
s urro und s o f th e stati o n have never complime nced the architecture. 

(6) ~lahonc,. J.D./)os,·111111111•,\'t111i1111. pp 66-79 
(7) I/ff Pn·ss. -1.2.1904. p.S 
(8) ibid 
(9) ·r1t,, Pn·ss, l./ .. 'i./9()4. 
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From !\lay 1903 there was a constant dialogue between the Cou nci l and the 
government over the plans fo r the new pose office. The Council was keen co have 
a clock cower incorporated into the design of the building. By Jul y 1903 Budd o was 
ab le co report co the Counc il chat the Public Works D epartme nt had decided co 
dra\.v up new plans for the office which would include a fo ur-faced clock cower. The 
cost of the cower was likely co be about two hundred pounds. Buddo also reassured 
the Counci l chat Sir Joseph Ward had promised there would be no delay in drawing 
up the plans. The tenders fo r building the office were call ed fo r cowards the end 
of August. 

In the meantime the citizens began co raise money fo r the c lock. In October 
t 903 Isaac Wi lson orga ni zed a concert for the clock fund. It raised thirty five p·ounds 
which was a considerable donation in ch ose days. Another popular way of raising 
money was co hold a bazaar. Th is was a mixture of a bring and buy and e nte rtain ­
ment for which the patrons paid. Bazaars were usually organized by the women in 
the community and the very successful one he ld in ovembe r was no exception. 
The Council passed a vote of thanks co the "organi sing lad ies and othe rs" who had 
worked so hard for the Town C lock Fund . 

The tender co supply the clock was lee co Stewart Dawson and Son for aro und 
three hundred pounds. All seemed co be proceeding well until the Public Works 
Department informed Stewart Dawson and Son chat the space on the clock cower 
wou ld only allow for a four foot dial ra the r than the five foot dial chat the Council 
had specified. Stewart Dawson and Son was willing co send co E ngland for a four 
foot dial but the Council was determined co have the bigger clock face. The Public 
Works Department said chat the cower would have co be redes igned co accommo­
date the larger dial. On 28 May t 904 the Council he ld a special meeting co discuss 
the problem of the clock dial. Ac the meeting the Mayor, John Daly, ass ured the 
members ofche Counci l chat the Minister of Pose and Telegraph, Sir Joseph Ward , 
had issued orders co have the space en larged co five feet provided chat the Cou ncil 
bear the add itiona l cost. T he Mayor further informed the Counci l chat he had sent 
a telegram co Sir Joseph agree ing co the conditions. As far as the Council was 
concerned chat was the end ofche matter. The Public Works D e partment however 
had other ideas. Somehow, it was ab le co convi nce th e acting Minister of Public 
Works, chat en larging the space co accommodate a large r dial was unnecessary and 
chat a larger dial would spo il the proportions of the cower. The C hief Postmaster 
then became involved in the process although co what degree or on which side is 
not exactly clear. Once again Sir Joseph had co seep in and scare catego rica ll y chat 
he had issued orde rs fo r the space co be enlarged. See wart D awso n and Son was then 
able co proceed with the installation of the clock. In October the company wrote 
co the Council advis ing it chat the clock was now in place and keeping first class 
time. The contractor proposed chat the clock be handed over co the Council. The 
Council cook the added precaution of em ploying an independ e nt expert co check 
the clock before accepting de li very of it from Stewart Dawson and Son. 

The clock icselfwas in perfect order but the design ofch e cower prevented the 
sound ofche chimes from being heard clearly. Mr Buddo was as ked co inspect the 
cower and he found chat there were enormous defects relating co the escape of 
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sound. le was almos t tota ll y muffled. He promised co gee the cower altered co the 
sa ti sfaction of a ll concerned .(!O) As a result, the wooden louvres on the cower were 
widened, so chat the sound could escape. 

The cower was co cause more problems for the Postmas te r and hi s family. In 
order for che clock winder co ga in access co the mechani sm of the clock he had co 
go through the li ving quarters of the Postmaster. A somewhat irate Postm aster 

wrote co the Council co 
ask if an outside access 
cou ld be built so chat th e 
family would not be dis­
curbed by the c lo ck 
winder. After some time, 
this was achieved by the 
addition of stairs on the 
out s ide of the c lock 
cower. 

In view ofa ll of these 
difficulties it is not sur­
prising th e refore that 
there was never an offi­
cia l opening for the pose 
office . The only cer­
emony was the laying of 
the foundation scone by 
Sir Joseph Ward in his 
capacity as Postmaster 
General on 3 February 
1904. The scone reco rds 
this evencalong with the 
names of the M iniscer of 
Public Works, W. Hall 
Jon es, the Mayor, J. 

Post Offire, K(li(lpoi - co1111esy Kr,iapoi ,l/11se11111 Daly, the local Member 
of Parliament, David Buddo, the Government Architect, J. Campbell and the 
builders, Gulliver and Roge rs. ocwichscanding the difficulties the bui lding was 
then and remains today, as one of the more substantial buildings in Kaiapoi. 

The building of che new post office mea nt the di sappeara nce of an old Kai apoi 
land mark. The striking clock made ic unnecessary for the cown co retain the town 
bell. In March 1905 the Council decided co remove the Old Bell House buildings 
and the cown clock. In April the town clock was taken from the Bell House and 
placed in the Council C hambe rs. The old buildings were then removed and an era 
came co a close. There was no lamentations over the disappearance of the Bell 
H ouse as the new clock cower more than compensated for ics loss. The clock cower 

( I 0) K"iapoi Boro11gl, Co1111cil tlli1111tes, 13. 10.1904. 
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was a symbol of the prosperity, progress and fu[Urc ofrhe community and the old 

Bel I House was considered a relic of the past. In January 1909 the old bel I was hung 

in Councillor Hayman's paddock in Peraki Street ro act as a fire alarm. 

In 190-1- the Council decided to construct a drinking fountain outside the post 

office. The establishment of the drinking fountain [Limed inro a quire a saga. 

It became very difficult for the Council rn find a supply of water for the fountain. 

The Council first approached the manager of the Bank of New Zealand for water 

from the Bank's artesian well. The manager did nor think it had enough water 

ro supply the fountain and so the Council then asked I Jansen who owned the 

shops on the opposite corner to the post office rn supply water from his well. 

Hansen was amenable ro the idea bur it was found that there was nor enough 

water pressure to supply the fountain. The Council, however, did not give up 

the idea of the provision of the drinking fountain. In Jul y 1908 the Council tried 

once again ro install the fountain. The Kaiapoi Borough Council minutes of 13 

Ocrober 1908 record that first motion rn put the fountain outside the post office in 

Charles Street was lost. However by August the Council had secured a guarantee 

of a supply of water from the Post Office's artesian well. Four years after the 

fountain was first proposed it was installed omside the post office on what became 

Williams Street. 
The new century saw a change in the emphasis of education throughout the 

country. George Hogben was appointed lnspecror-Gcneral of Education in 1899. 

Hogben had been the Principal ofTimaru Boys' High School and an Inspecrorwirh 

the North Canterbury Education Board. \Virh his appointment as Inspector­

General he was able to sta rt a series of land mark reforms to the shape of eel ucarion 

in New Zealand that culminated in the Education Act of 191-1-. 1 logben 's aim was 

to make education, and especially secondary education, more accessible for every 

yo ung perso n. Secondary sc hools in New Zealand at the time of Hogben 's 

appointment were academic institutions for fee pa ying pupils based on the model 

of the English grammar schools. There were three Acts passed by Parliament that 

went some wa y ro realising I-logbcn 's aspiration of making education more relevant 

to the needs of the community. The Secondary Schools Act of 1903 compelled 

secondary schools to accept free-pl ace pupils and to submit rn regular inspections. 

The incentive for opening up the school to free-place pupils lay in the ability of the 

school to apply for a grant to build extra classrooms. This Act, Hogben hoped , 

would make secondary education universal. Ar the rime of rhe passing of the Act 

there was no secondary school in Kaiapoi. However the Act encouraged the 

Borough School to establish a secondary department under the headmastership of 

Robert Alexander who had been the headmaster of the Borough School since 1879. 

The Borough School thus became a District High School between the yea rs 1903 

and 1920. 
The other two Acts had a more direct and lasting influence on the direction 

of education in Kaiapoi. They were the lanual and Technical Instruction Acts 

of 1900 and 1902. f\lan y secondary schools refused the liberal grants offered 

under these Acts to introduce practical subjects into their syllabuses because it 

wou Id have meant that they wou Id have had ro submit to a more rigorous inspection 
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from the Education Department. Education Boards, while not keen to open up 

their District f ligh Schools to practical subjects, were prepa red to set up technical 

classes under the leadership of manage rs . It was appreciated by the population in 

general that children needed to be not only literate and numerate but also 

technologically competent. This was especially appreciated in Kaiapoi where the 

benefits of a technical education had a direct relevance to the Kaiapoi Woollen 

f\lill, the main employer in the town, as well as to the farming enterprises in the 

hinterland. 
ln Kaiapoi the Boroug h School Committee initiated the change in the type of 

education offered in the town. In February 190-1- the secretary wrote to the layor 

asking him to call a meeting of the Technical and f\lanual Classes Committee rn 

discuss the establishment of a school in the borough. The members of the 

commiuee were lessrs f\loore, Ellen, and Bean and over the nex t few yea rs they 

negotiated with the Council to obtain land on which to site the school. In f\larch 

1907 the committee explained to the Council that if it could secure a suitable site 

then the Education Department would build the rooms for the technical classes. 

The comminee suggested the land next to the fire station would be ideal. However 

by f\fa y the comminee was applying for a portion ofB lack Street to be closed so that 

the technical class rooms could be built there. In June the adjoining land owners 

were notified of the Council's intention to close a part of Black Street and by 

September 1907 the relevant portion of the street was closed. The Council offered 

the Technical Classes Committee a twenty one yea r lease at a nominal rent often 

shillings per yea r. The committee, however, saw the need for a longer leasetime 

and was able to negotiate a forty yea r lease which was signed between the parties 

rho Tcchn!cal School, Kaiapol N. z. 
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in July 1908. The buildings were completed in 1911. Until tharrime the schoo l was 
located in a number of temporary premises. 

The Technical School was official ly opened on 1 June 1911 by the Honourable 
David Buddo who was at that time the Minister of Internal Affairs. The school 
consisted of two c lassroo ms for boys and g irls. The main room contained carpen­
ters' benches and cools. When the school had sta rted in 1904 it had had ninety six 
childrer:in _its day classes a_nd one hundred and seventy seven adults in its evening 
classes. fhrs number had rncreased co two hundred and five adults by the official 
opening. Classes were offered in woodwork, cookery, dressmaking, millinery, 
book keeping and wood turnin g. It was hoped co establish a strong wool classing 
section which was of prime importance co the agricultural district which was served 
by Kaiapoi. It was envisaged that agricultural education would also be established. 
In his speech at the official opening the Mr. Buddo said that the institute was of 
great value in developing practical ideas in education and in a manufacturing cown 
such as Kaiapoi it was only right co foster ideas that would lead co better workman­
ship. (11 J 

Kai apo i in the first few yea rs of the twentieth century acquired some amenities 
that characterised the maturing of the town as a community. Although there had 
been telephones in use for the business houses and medical practitioners from the 
time of its introduction co the district by Isaac Wilson, the instrument was not 
commonl y found in private homes. It was regarded as a luxury item that the 
ordinary household could not afford. However during the more prosperous times 
of the early twentieth century more people bega n co see the telephone as an item 
of necessity. 

The Council received conformation in Jul y J 906 that the Ministry of Post and 
Telegraph proposed co estab li sh a telephone exchange in the borough. This 
created interest from ordinary members of the public and by April of the fol lowing 
ye_a r_ the Mayor was able co report that he had been successful in obtaining the 
m1111mum number of subscribers necessary for the establishment of a telephone 
exchange. All th at remained for the work co be started was the completion of the 
forms co the satisfaction of the Post and Telegraph inspeccor. At the end of July the 
lVl ayor made a further statement that the minimum number of six subscribers had 
increased co eleven. Kaiapoi citizens in ge neral were able co be linked co the world 
outside_ their immediat_e community as well as being linked more directly and 
1mmed1ately co their neighbours. In September 1907 it was reported co the council 
that R.O.Dixon from Eyrecon was having a telephone installed. The Mayor in a 
lett~r co the Minister of Railways stated that it was imperative that the railway 
Star10n be connected co_ the exchange ifoutlying country districts were now being 
connected. As _w1rh the mscallar1on of acetylene gas lighting the Railways Depart­
ment was behrnd the other businesses in Kaiapoi. 

_A ~oreworth y development in the cown in the early years of the century was the 
b_utldrng of a b_and rotunda. In itself a band rotunda does nor seem especially 
s1gn1ficant bur 111 the context of society in Kaiapoi it was of considerable impor-

( 11) Ly11elto11 Times, 2.6. 19 I I. p.5 
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tance. In March 1907 the Secretary of the Kaiapoi Brass Band wrote co the Council 
asking if it could assist in the provision of suitable accommodation for outdoor 
performances. The letter was accompanied by a petition which had been signed by 
one hundred and thirty ratepayers and residents. This was a significant proportion 
of the borough's ratepayers and as such the Counci l cou ld not ignore the request. 
Outdoor concerts by bands were a feature of Edwardian society. Many of the band 
rotundas in cowns and cities throughout New Zealand were bu i It during eh is era and 
Kaiapoi was no exception. The Council's response co the petition was co indicate 
that it favoured any project that may be arranged co provide funds for erecting a 
band rotunda. In July 1907 a ga la was held on L abour day co raise funds for the 
rotunda and by November it had been decided co build it in Darnley Square. The 
Council, in making the decision co locate the rotunda on this site was endeavouring 
co carry out the long desired aim of making the Square the focus of the leisure 
activities of the community. Band concerts in the Square were the epicome of 
Kaiapoi Edwardian Society.Unfortunately the physical surroundings of the Square 
did nor quite march the ideal and so there had been nor quire the public response 
char was expected by the Kaiapoi Brass Band when it first asked for help co build 
the rotunda . In March 1912 a deputation of ratepayers asked the Council co agree 
co the rotunda being moved co a more ce ntral sire opposite the Coffee Rooms . 
Messrs Blackwell, Bean and l-loskings spoke strongly in favour of removing the 
rotunda. It was thought char the concerts would be better patronized ifrhe rotunda 
was near the centre of the business district. Concerts could be held on Friday 
evenings and the type of music could a lso be more varied. The Council approached 
the Waimakariri Harbour Board co arrange the lease of a site on the river bank at a 
reasonable rental. At its August 1912 meeting the Harbour Board resolved co permit 
the Counci l co resire the rotunda on the south side of the river in the locale of 
Beswick's o ld wharf. The rotunda was finally moved from Darnley Square in 
August 1913 co its new river side location by the Clark Brothers ' company free of 
cost. James Strachan also provided his traction engine, without charge, for the 
removal effort. 

Another aspect of Edwardian society was the annual holiday at the seaside. 
Kaiapoi was especially favoured in this respect as it had two beach areas within a 
short distance of the cown. 

Kairaki, situated on the northern side of the mouth of the Waimakariri River, 
could be reached from Kaiapoi by a half hour launch trip. From the early days of Kai 
Tahu dominion, Kairaki was an important mahika kai area. The river mouth had 
a plentiful supply of a variety of shell fish as well as other species of fish. For the 
early European settlers it provided a pleasant picnic area as well as an exce llent sea 
and river fishing loca lity. In addition there were relatively safe bathing and boating 
sires. 

Early Pake ha settlers in the Kairaki region used it as a cattle rearing area. The 
first settler at Kairaki was David Tibbitts. His sod hut was the first Pakeha building 
in the area. In the early 1860's Jane and Isaac Saunders sett led in The Pines area. 
They coo farmed cattle. Their land ran in a strip, just beyond the sand dunes, from 
The Pines co Woodend. Also in the 1860's Kenneth McIntosh and David Heney 
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too k up blocks of land to the west o f T ibb im's and Sa un de rs's b locks. T hey also 
fa rm e d catt le . H e ney was a da iry far mer who exported hi s sa lted butte r to E ngland. 

lcl n ros h, a lt hough he had cattle ro begin with, set abou t clra i nin g hi s b lock of land 
and was ab le rn create a good sheep far m ing block. From t im e to t ime howeve r hi s 
fa rm was fl ooded and he lost stock. l-Ie was to beco me we ll kn ow n as a C lyd esda le 
horse breeder. 

By the turn of th e ce ntury many peop le we re beginning to become inte res ted 
in e ith e r ow n ing or leas ing land in th e beach areas w hi ch we re und e r th e co ntro l o f 

A(lim/ci s!to'iJ!•i11g (I /!/til1eri11g, j)ossi!t1• m1111er1ed fr!'it!t 1hr /ofi'.'ff hesid,, l111ilrli11f!, i11 middle di.rtr11111,_ ,\'ote, fi'.'ll(I/ 
11pp1•11n to hl' rllf11t/JJ ofyo1111g 111111r11111 grass plants i11.fon'/f/YJu11rl - ro1tl1t'S.J' {,/1111er/)!11y ,IJ ,u,,11111 

th e Ca nte rb ury Pl anta ti on Boa rd. In 190-+ th e beach reserves were ves ted in th e 
Co un c il with t he Domai n Boa rd ta kin g respo nsib ili ty for th e m. Soo n afte r the 
ves tin g, Hecto r l\ lcln ros h, the so n of the p ionee r, a pp li e d fo r th e lease of so m e 
gro und at Ka ira ki. It was gra nte d subject ro a sma ll gra nt fro m th e D omain Boa rd 
ro l\lcJnros h for the p lant ing ofm arra m grass. Th e D omain Boa rd, a lert to th e fac t 
th atth e re was a de mand fo r beach sec ti ons by 1906 was req ues tin g the ri ght to gra nt 
sma ll section leases. It took anoth e r fi ftce n yea rs befo re the leas ing of beach 
secti ons was regul ar ised. The passi ng of the Reser\'eS and Othe r L ands Disposa l 
and Publi c Bodi es E m powerin g Act 192 1-22 a ll owed th e Boro ugh Coun c il to 
ass um e co ntro l of th e land and co nseq ue ntl y the leas ing. In the interva l between 
the 1906 requ es t and the pass ing of th e legis la ti on, th e D omain Boa rd did lease land 
to th ose seek ing it fo r a sma ll annua l re n ta l. 

T he ea rl y yea rs of th e twe nt ie th ce n tury saw th e estab li shm e nt of bo th Kaira ki 
and Th e Pines as reso rt areas . Th e Boro ugh Co un c il , through the D omain Boa rd , 
was keen to see th e beach rese rves pro moted as a ro uri st attract ion. Th e loca lity had 
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in ab und ance what E dwa rdi an soc ie ty fe lt was essenti a l fo r hea lth y li ving, th at is 
fres h air and space fo r recrea ti on. 

Alth ough Kaira ki and T he Pines we re attracti ve for these reaso ns fac iliti es fo r 
cam p ing and even picni c ing we re non-existe nt. In a de li ghtful reco ll ecti on in Old 
Kaiapoi a res ide n t reca ll s a clay at T he Pines during th e summe r of 1890. S ix 
childre n, res ide nt in S neyd Street, we re packed off by th e ir mo th e rs for a cl ay at th e 
beach . T hey walked to Beach Road whe re th ey we re lucky e nough to get a li ft in 
a d ray to th e beach. Ap pa re ntl y they spe nt so me time on th e ir a rri va l p lay ing on th e 
sea's edge, paddlin g and pickin g up she ll and o th e r inte res tin g treas ures. All thi s 
ac ti vity mad e th e childre n very thirs ty. All th ey had in the ir pi cni c bas ke t was a 
bottl e of "Bos/0 11 Cream. "Th is was a swee t sy rup whi ch had to be dilute d with wa te r 
befo re it co ul d be drunk . T he chil d re n had , in th e ir exc ite me nt, fo rgo tte n to ca ll 
into th e last fa rmh ouse befo re th e beach to ge t so me wa te r. T he re was no fres h 
wa te r at th e beach. In des pera ti on, th e chil d re n drank th e sy ru p whi ch of co urse 
onl y increased th e ir thirst. T hey th e n d ra nk th e sea wa te r, at whi ch po int th ey fe lt 
th ey we re go ing to d ie . T he ir day at the beach was ruin e d beca use of a lac k of fres h 
wa te r. 

T he chil d re n 's ex pe ri e nce was pro bab ly no t iso late d and as th e popula rity o f th e 
Beach Reserves g rew th e p ress ure on th e Boro ugh Co un c il to p rov id e bas ic 
am e niti es a lso g rew. T he firs t artes ian bo re was put dow n in 19 12 at th e north e nd 
of th e Beach D omain and at about th e same time fire pl aces we re built so th at 

r:. ,llo1w111 \\ 'illir1111s, ,l/r,1• ,l/1-Do11grtll. A·r,i(lpoi 
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ho lid ay-make rs co uld bo il wa te r and 
cook food . 

T he Pl an ta ti on Boa rd , whil e it had 
co ntrol o f th e a rea, had pl ante d a 
numbe r of pin e trees at Kaira ki. Seeds 
from these trees ge ne rate d north wa rd s 
a long th e coas t g iving th e area ju st to 
th e north th e name, The Pin es. Th e 
whole area and its pote nt ial as a tree 
pl antati on region inte res te d an indi­
vidu al wh o was to have a g rea t influ­
e nce in K:J ia po i fo r th e firs t fifty yea rs 
of th e tw e nti e th ce ntury. H e was 
C harl es M orga n Willi ams. 

!\! o rga n Willi ams, as he was al­
ways kn own , was born in Newron , 
Ivl ontgo m e rys hire in 1878. H e was 
e du ca te d a t Woodbridge G ramm ar 
Schoo l, L ond on, wh e re he bega n a 
life tim e inte res t in th e princ iples o f 
soc iali sm . His down-to-ea rth approach 
to th e id eo logy of soc ia li sm meant th at 
he was not an inte ll ec tu al dil e ttante . 
At th e re la ti ve ly yo un g age of s ix tee n 
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he was already the secretary of the Clapham branch of the Social Democratic 

Federation. This position was the beginning of his work for the socialist cause. As 

part of his socialist philosophy \Vil Iiams saw farming as the only trul y free life style. 

He had , as he was growing up, stayed with his mother 's Welsh farming relatives and 

had enjoyed the farming work immensel y. Williams ' first job at the end of his 

schooling was as a clerk in the Inland Revenue Department. The constraints of 

office work did not suit this yo ung man. A couple of co incidental events helped him 

to make a complete change to his lifestyle. 

Williams had become very interested in the social laboratory that was ew 

Zealand under Richard John Seddon's Liberal Government. Under Seddon's 

ministers, especially Willi am Pember Reeves and John l\lackenzie, the social 

fabric of ew Zealand was changed. Reeves was responsible for a number of 

profound changes made to the labour and industrial laws of the country. The most 

momentous alteration in the work rel at ionship was brought abo ut by the passing 

of the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act in 1894. 

Also in 1894, MacKenzie, the l\lini ster of Lands, was responsible for the 

introduction and ultimately the passing of the Lands for Settlement Act. This Act 

provided for the compulsory purchase of land by the crown under certain condi­

tions. It led to the division ofche large colonial estates, such as the Cheviot Estate, 

into smaller land holdings. The land was then able to be more intensively farmed 

by a larger number of land owners. This certainly would have appealed to Morgan 

Williams' sense of social justice. Two other measures introduced by the Liberal 

Government that probably also appealed to Williams' sense of justice were female 

enfranchisement in 1893 and the provision for old age pensions which became law 
in 1898. 

le was the outbreak of the Boer War, however, chat gave Williams the chance to 

come to New Zealand. The shortage of labour caused by the large number of men 

volunteering to go to the war meant that chose who were left behind were required 

to work overtime. \Villiams thus had the chance to save enough money from his 

overtime work to be able to emigrate to New Zealand in 1902. He chose to come 

to the Kaiapoi area because a former ewport man, Richard Evans, whose wife was 

related to the Williams family, was farming there on a property called Waverley. 

Evans had offered the young Williams a job. He worked at Waverley until the 

beginning of the harvest season when he joined a harvesting ga ng. Williams felt 

that the best way to gee to know the country side and its people was to join one of 

the gangs and move about working under a variety of conditions and meeting a 

assortment of the district 's people. The end of the harvesting season gave Williams 

the opportunity to see a bit more of the country. He took a labouring job in 

Balclutha. At that time Balclutha was the principal town in the "dry" South Otago 

district. Williams was able to observe at first hand how an alcohol free area operated. 

He noted that while the consumption of liquor did not cease, it was, nevertheless, 

greatly reduced. He thought that this muse be to the benefit of the whole 

population. While in Balclutha he joined the temperance organization, The Sons 

and Daughters of Temperance. At the beginning of the 1904 harvest season 

Williams returned to Kaiapoi to take up his job with the harvesting gang. 
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By 1905 Morgan Williams had gained enough experience and had a small 

amountof money saved to be able to start farming on his own account on lea_sed land 

in the Tram Road area. Although the 1905 potato season was generally a disastrous 

one for the district because of the prevalence of the Irish potato blight, Williams 

was able to obtain a quantity of blight free potatoes and with the profic he made 

from the sale of them he was able to buy cattle and seed potatoes for his block of 

land. During 1906 Williams resumed his interest in the temperance move_ment by 

attending the Band of Hope meetings in Ohoka. It was atone of these meet111gs that 

he met a schoolteacher, Katie Breeze. 
I 907 turned into a land mark year for Williams. Firstly he had the opportunity 

of purchasing a block of land in Tram Road and secondly he and Katie were 

married. 
The farm, which Williams named Maesgwyn, was in need of development. It 

needed draining and fencing as well as work on the house to make 1c ~11ore 

comfortable. The land was suited to dairying. With finance from Richard Evans 

Williams bought the first milking machine in_North Canterbury. This was the start 

of a farming career centred around the farm111g and breed mg of Ayrshire cattle. 

As pare of the development of Maesgwyn, Williams began planting trees for 

shelter and this began his passion for trees. Jn about 1910 W1ll1ams realised the 

potential of the Beach Reserves as a plantation ~rea. 
In an interview in the late 1960's Morgan Wtil,ams recounted that the Beach 

Reserves of the early pare of the century had hardly any vegetation except marram 

grass. Sand had drifted inland as far as Beach Road and it was felt_ that the plant1ng 

of lupins would halt this drift. Williams disagreed with ch1s_solut1on as he was sure 

chat the root system of the lupins would smother the pine seedlings. He had 

observed that naturally dispersed pine seeds established more quickly 1f they lay 

on the shady side of clumps of marram grass. Williams then began deliberately 

planting pine seeds in the lee of marram grass clumps and he was moderately 

successful in this endeavour. The Pines thus became the only name that was 

suitable for the area. 
ot all the significant events in Kaiapoi at this time we;e of such a positive 

nature. On 24 June 1905 there was a railway crash at Chaney s Corner which took 

the lives of two Kaiapoi citizens, J. Richards and R.J .Alexander. . 

In mid June 1905 there was an unseasonably warm patch of weather. Th, 

bought heavy rain in the mountains. The rain combined with snow melt caused by 

the warmer temperatures sent a torrent of water down the mountain rivers. The 

Waimakariri River was in high flood in the Bealey area on 23 June. As part of the 

early warning system several telegrams were sent to Kaiapoi from Bealey telling of 

the height of the flood and the probable damage it would cause in the lowland areas. 

A resident in Oxford reported that the sight of the flood from the Gorge Bndge was 

impressive. The water had spread out below the bridge to a width of at least a mile 

and a half. The flood water had reached the Empire Bridge on the Main Orth Road 

by about eight o'clock on Saturday morning and at this stage in the fl?od the_ water 

was carrying a large amount of debris. Near Chaney's Corner the Wa,makann had 

burst its banks and the water inundated the surrounding countryside. The railway 
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embankment in chat locality had been constructed from light sandy soil. As the 
water rose up against the embankment the soil acted like a sponge and absorbed 
as much of the water as it was able. The absorbed water changed the structure of 
che embankment. It was no longer able to support the weight of a train. All the 
residents in the vicinity had their houses flooded. Mr Chaney told The Press reporter 
chat che height of the water in his cottage was sixteen inches above che last highest 
flood. Many sheep, cattle, pigs and horses were drowned. 

The accident occurred on Saturday afternoon a short distance north of che 
Chaney's Corner station in che locality known as Irishmans Flat. The driver of the 
train, Alexander Duffey, had been proceeding slowly because of che amount of 
water which had been dammed up against the embankment. The passengers 
reported that they felt that the train was quite safe as che water had not reached the 
top of the embankment. Neither che driver nor the passengers were aware of the 
weakening of che embankment itself until it collapsed under the weight of che 
train. Duffey reported that as the accident happened, the engine lurched to the left 
of the crack and fell sideways offche track. This would indicate that the embank-

Cha11ey's railway occide111, ove,111med fro111 guard's va11, 28 J1111e /905, The Week!)' Press photographer -
ro1111esy Koiapoi 1l/11se11m 

ment had become unstable on its western side where the water had ponded. There 
were two vans following che engine. The small "roadsider", carrying meat and the 
ordinary brake van were smashed to pieces as they telescoped into che engine. The 
first carriage, after the va ns, slipped into the hole that had been created and the 
second carriage rammed into the back of che first carriage at head height. Alexander 
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and Richards had been standing on the rear platform of che first carriage and so 
there was little hope that they co uld survive such a collision. George Clothier who 
had been standing on the front platform of the second carriage had both of his legs 
broken because they were trapped between the cwo carriages. 

J. Lothian Wilso n, The Press reporter, and Joseph Sherris, the bridge inspecto r, 
raised the alarm. They first made their way to che Chaney's Corner station but they 
were unable to use the telephone there as the building was locked. They went on 
to Belfast where they were able to use the meat co mpany's telephone to let the 
auchoricies know of the disaster. Two trains were sent to the accident sice. One 
came from Christchurch and collected most ofche passengers and the injured Mr 
Clothier. The other came from Kaiapoi co collect the bodies of Alexander and 
Richards and the remaining few passengers. 

Ac the inquest into the deaths Sherris stated chat he had been an inspector on 
the Christchurch-Kaiapoi line for the lase chircy yea rs and that the last time there 
had been a comparable flood was in 1887. He was observing the line mosc carefully 
during che journey and he was ure chat the water level was at least seven inches 
below che line. 

Kaiapoi was shocked as was che wider community over the dea th s. The Premier 

R.J. Alexo11der - courtesy Kaiapoi M11sc11111 

sent a telegram of condolence to the 
community. Especially difficult for 
che people of Kaiapoi was che death of 
Robert Alexander. 

Alexander had been che headmas­
ter of che Kaiapoi Borough School for 
twenty five years and had become a 
much respected member of Kaiapoi 
society. He had be e n born in 
Saxmundham, Suffolk where he at­
tended che National School. At the end 
of his schooling he became a pupil 
teacher, staying in this job for five yea rs. 
Ac chat point he won che Queen's Free 
Scholarship. This enabled Alexander 
to have free board , residence, and cui­
cion for cwo yea rs at the Metropolitan 
Training Inscicucion in London. Ac the 
end of his training Alexander took up a 
position in charge of the boys' depart­
ment of the National School in 
Aldeburgh. In l 871 he left England for 
Queensland where he became che 

headmaster of che Roma school, three hundred miles west of Brisbane. After six 
years in chis pose Alexander moved to Kangaroo Point to cake up the head position 
of the boys ' school there. The climate, however, was too humid for his family and 
so, for a complete change, che Alexander family moved to Pore Chalmers in April 
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1879. In May, on che resignacion of firsc headmaster, Mr E Raynor, Alexander 
gained che headmascership of che Kaiapoi Borough School. 

In che cwenty five yea rs of his cenure Alexander maintained a keen interesc in 
all of che lacesc developments in education. He was especially interesced in 
physical education. He extended this interest co the Kaiapoi Cadet Corps. It was 
estimated that abouc three hundred boys passed through the Corps during the 
nineteen years Alexander was the captain. The Kaiapoi Corps won the champion­
ship drill contest held in the context of che Public School Spores in 1903 and 1904. 

As well as being involved in education Alexander was a director of the Northern 
Building and Loan Company. He was also the vice president of the Kaiapoi 
Foocball Club. His commitment co his adopted cown was complete. At a meeting 
of the Kaiapoi Borough School Commiccee following the accident the chairman, 
G.A.Ellen, said chat Alexander had become so incorporated with the town char his 
deacl1 was a personal bereavement co nearl y every family in che town. 

Thac each family felt genuine sorrow ac che deacl1 of Alexander was demon­
scraced ac his funeral. There were four hundred people in che funeral procession, 
all of chem representing some facer of his service co the community. 

The ocher accident viccim, John Richards, had arrived in Kaiapoi in 1874, 
emigrating from Cornwall. He and his wife had seeded on a farm on Kaiapoi Island. 
This venwre can nor have been successful as Richards wrned co contracting. He 
planted many ofche firsc trees in che Domain and helped form Beach Road. In lacer 
years he had rewrned co farming in che Camside district wich his eldesc son . His 
funeral was held on the same day as Alexander's and alchough it was smaller in 
terms of numbers, nevertheless there were representatives from many of the clubs 
in Kaiapoi in attendance. 

The accident site attracted a large number of sightseers. J.Lowthian Wilson 
reported chat the roads co the sire were choked with many sores and conditions of 
vehicles. Ac che site icself people scrambled over the engine and the carriages, 
many of them caking splinters from the carriage on which the fatalities had 
occurred. Public interesc in the accident was aroused by the unusual circumstances 
surrounding it and by the graphic descriptions written by J.Lowthian Wilson, who 
happened co be on che train at the time of the accident. Interest was probably 
further enhanced on the publication of phocographs, taken by Lowchian Wilson , 
of the crash site in the Weekly Press of 28 June. 

There was a sequel co crash in the Supreme Court exaccly a year later. George 
Clothier claimed cwo thousand pounds damages from the Minister of Railways for 
che injuries he received in the accident. The case was heard before Mr Justice 
Denniston and a special jury. Over the three days of the trial the court heard 
evidence from the passengers and the railway employees as to the state of the track 
at the rime of the accident. It was clear that although the passengers were 
apprehensive about the state of the crack che railway employees were certain chat 
all possible precaucions had been taken in the face of the rapid rise in the water 
levels at the site of the accident. The jury however found for Clothier and awarded 
him fifteen hundred pounds in damages. The judge also awarded costs at che 
highest scale. This was a sacisfactory conclusion for Clothier. Ac che same rime 
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Richards ' widow also claimed cwo thousand pounds damages. She was awarded 
seven hundred pounds, her nineteen year old daughter was awarded one hundred 
and four pounds and her cwelve yea r old daughter was awarded one hundred and 
seventy five pounds and cen shillings. 

The fact chat boch Clothier and the Richards family received payment for che 
suffering chey endured raised some bitterness in the community. A report in Truth 
scared chat although leave was granted co the ocher persons affecced by the accident 
co pursue a remedy in che Supreme Court no such concession was granted to Mrs 
Alexander. le was scared chat of che chree families, the Alexander family was che 
worse off and ic was a miscarriage of justice nor co allow a claim for che famil y to be 
pursued. Alchough Mrs Alexander had presepced a pecicion to che House of 
Representacives che Truth felt char given che lack of enthusiasm of Hall-Jones, che 
Minister for Railways, for her position it would have as much success as "- as 
whiscling psalms co a dead horse. " ( 12) Evenwally Mrs Alexander was able co secure 
nine hundred pounds damages from che Railways Deparcmenc. 

The railway accident left a deep and lasting impression on che Kaiapoi 
community. Mrs Alexander presented her husband's library of educational books 
and his cabinet of geo logical specimens co che school. The school in cum estab­
lished a memorial prize which is awarded annually co a Form Two pupil for general 
excellence. The communicy showed ics appreciacion of Alexander 's work by 
erecting an elaborate head scone co him. 

It is possible co speculace char one of the legacies char Alexander left che you eh 
of Kaiapoi was a fondness for che outdoor life. If chis is so then it becomes easy co 
understand why a yo ung boy should stare a movement in Kaiapoi that still has 
significance for man y young people throughout New Zealand . The boy was 
R.M.Mallasch and the move ment was the Boy Scouts. 

If the conneccion wich Alexander in this movement is cenuous chen the 
connection with the Boer War is undoubted . The hero of che defence ofMafeking 
was Robert Baden-Powell. His mechods of survival which he had documented in 
a book, Aids to Scouting, published in 1899, were put co che test during the seven 
month siege of Mafeking and found co be successful. The success of che Boers in 
holding out against che most powerful nacion on earth and the con erase between che 
more phys ically fit colonial troops and those of the mother land shook the 
assumpcions of che army heirach y. It was no doubt due co his heroic stand and 
methods, chat on his rewrn co England in 1903, Baden-Powell was appointed 
Inspeccor General of Cavalry. After a year he saw the need for a formal course of 
instruction. In 1904 Baden-Powell established the Cavalry School in Wilcshire. 
The school was successful and in 1907 he was promoted co Lieutenant-General. 
Coincidently in 1907 Baden-Powell heard that his Aids to Scouting was being used 
as basis for training boys in wood craft (outdoor survival). The relacive failure of che 
British troops in South Africa had led co a movement stressing the importance of 
outdoor training. This knowledge combined wich the experience he had obtained 
with the Cavalry School motivated Baden-Powell co run a trial outdoor camp for 

(12) Tnlfh , 21 November 1906. 
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boys on Brownsea Island. During rhar camp Baden-Powell wrore an ourline for rhe 

proposed Boy Scour movemenr. This ourline was issued in 1908 as ScoNti11gforBoys, 
and ir became rhe manual for boy scour rroops rhroughour Britain. 

In l 908 Rudolf Mallasch had obtained Baden-Powell's Sco11ti11gfor Boys from 

T.G. Blackwell's bookscore and had organized his friends into a troop. His father, 

T.J--1.!Vlallasch, was so impressed with the achievements of the boys chat he cook 

over and organized two platoons rhus forming the firsr Boy Scout troop in New 

Zealand. The members ofrhe platoons were Rudolfl\Iallasch, Burton Hoskin, Eric 

Grey, 1-1 ugh Blackwell, - Harrison, - Templeton, -Purd ie and two or three Parnham 

boys. They me t in the l\lallasch home in Cam Road and drilled in the paddock 

behind the house. le was these platoons rhac came co the notice of Colonel 

Cosgrove and inspired him co form orher groups in Woodend and eventua ll y 

throu ghout New Zealand. However wirhouc rhe initial enthusiasm of R.W. 

Hoy Sro11ts 011tsirle the ,1/ethorlist Ch11rrh 011 comer of Pemh r111rl F11/ler Streets, /..\'. Fflgle, Kr,iflpoi 

photogmpher - co11rtt'Sl' K11i11poi ,l/11sm111 

l\lallasch and then the organisarional abiliries of his father rhe scoucing movement 

would have been slower co rake hold in ew Zealand . The Scouc Association srill 

ha a subsrancial presence in Kaiapoi with the esrablishment of the Blue Skies 

training centre in the town. 

By 1910 a similar organisation had been formed for girls. The Kaiapoi Girls' 

Peace Scouts troop was led by l\liss Evans. lcs mocro was "Be Always Ready or 

Ready aye Read y" and its philosophy was doing good works. In larch l\lajor 

Cosgrove addressed a meeting of factory girls on rhe benefirs they would derive 

from belonging co rhe organisation. He said rhac the organisarion did not aim co 

encourage tomboyish behaviour bur rather co show girls they could be circumspecr 

174 

The Nem• Cent111y 

in their behaviour, demand a high srandard of moral icy from young men friends and 

culcivare woman ly graces. The Girls Peace Scouts eventually gave way co the Girl 

Guide Movemenr. 
Kaiapoi was raking on more and more the role of an industrial cown. Borh the 

workers and the employers were aware ofche need co make working conditions as 

congen ial as possible. At the beginning of the esrablishmenc of the Woollen Mill 

the directors, especially Isaac Wilson and G.H.Blackwell, were at pains co make the 

working environment pleasanr. The mill workers had their own subsidized illness 

and accidenr scheme. They also had their own social club which in addition co 

arranging social occasions also cook on a welfare ro le. There were however times 

when rhere were problems between the workers and the employers. The passing 

of the Industrial Concili ation and Arbitration Ace in 1894 made it possib le for 

workers co organize themselves into unions and co rake their problems co rhe 

Arbicrarion Court for an imparrial solution. The first time this happened in Kaiapoi 

was in rhe early 1900's when the Woollen Workers Union began co press for a 

reduction in working hours. The union indicated in 1902 char ir wanted a reduction 

in working hours from forty eighr co forty five. The managemenr, in refusing co the 

request, used the time honoured argument chat a reduction of chat type would 

seriously hamper the operarion of the mill and rhus seriously affect the workers. 

The management was correct co a degree, in this dispute, as rhe faccory was fully 

comm itted co producing cloth for the conringenr orders for the South African War. 

The union, while conceding chat the hours issue was not viral, was able co insist rhar 

piece work was abandoned even although the managemenr said chat rhe women 

doing piece work were well created and well paid. Thus, in this first dispute, both 

sides were winners which was a reflection both of the way chat the arbitration 

process worked and the generally good conditions at the mill. 

In l 905 a Shop Assistants Act was passed which limited the hours chat assiscanrs 

worked co fifry-rwo a week. A public meeting was held on 15 May 1905 

co explain the implications of rhe Acr co the local shop owners. ].J--1.Blackwell 

clarified the situation by poinring out chat shops could open for nine hours on 

four days of rhe week, five hours on the half day and eleven hours on Sarurday. 

He proposed the motion, char rhe meeting agree co a 6pm closing daily and a 

9pm closing on Saturday. After some discussion Messrs T.Sullivan, J.Daly, 

and D.Brown advocared a later hour for closing on Wednesday which could 

be achieved if rhe shop assisrancs did not scare work until 1 0am. This suggestion was 

nor adopted and Blackwell's motion was passed by rhirceen votes co four. 

As well as deciding on the imporranr issue of the hours of work, the meeting 

considered a more domesric issue. It was co ask the Railways Deparcmenr co deliver 

parcels co the businesses rather than leave them at the sration for collection. 

In considering the rwo issues it became clear rhar an association of businesses 

was needed co speak on behalf of the business people in Kaiapoi. The meeting, 

rherefore, decided co form a Rerailers Association. ( 13) As a result of rhis meeting the 

Mayor, A.Pearce, and the Town C lerk visired ar lease rhircy four shop-

( 13) Th, Pms, 16.S. 190S. 
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keepers the following morning with a petition to request the Minister of Labour to 
authorize the closing of the shops in Kaiapoi at 6pm on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays Fridays and 9pm on Saturdays. 

At the Council meeting the following week Blackwell requested that the 
Council certify the petition and send it on to the Minister of Labour. This created 
a furore. Councillor Sullivan said that the matter of shop closing hours had been 
sp rung on the shopkeepers rather hastily and that a counter petition had been 
circulating which had been signed by thirty nine persons including some who had 
signed the petition taken around by the Mayor. This seemed to Sullivan to be a 
good enough reaso n to call a second public meeting on the matter. The Mayor, on 
the other hand , felt that it was a matter for the Retailers Association, which contrary 
co Sullivan's views, had been properly established with himself as chairman and the 
Town Clerk as secretary. After more acrimonious discussion Blackwell 's motion 
was put and carried. Even so Sullivan did not stop calling for a further meeting. The 
Mayor, howeve r, overruled him and the Council went on to its other business. (14) 

By June the act ing Minister of Labour had gazetted the shop closing hours in 
Kaiapoi. This move caused consternation and confusion in Kaiapoi. Many shop 
keepers thought that the matter was to be discussed again at another public 
meeting. Some of those opposed to the new closing times sent telegrams to the 
Honourable D .Buddo asking him to have the regulations suspended until there 
was an agreement reached between the two factions. The confusion arose because 
the regul ations had came into effect on a Wednesday which had been for some time 
a late ni ght for shop keepers who were taking into account that many of their 
customers, especially those employed at the Woollen Mill, co uld not shop again 
until Friday because of the half day holiday on Thursday. All the business premises 
including those of the 1ayor and several Councillors stayed open on that night. It 
was said that they had permission to do so from the local shop inspector (Constable 
Simp on) but that from the following week the shops would have to abide by the 
gazetted regulations. Many score owners became discontented with the way the 
matter had been handled because although they had been told that the hours of 
c los ing had been set by the law, they read in the same gazette that the hours of 
c losing in New Plymouth were more like the ones th at Councillor Sullivan had 
proposed.(15) 

The Retailers ' Association was launched in controversial circumstances and it 
was some time before it earned the trust and respec t of all the retailers of Kaiapoi . 
The shop closing hours debate was a local issue that divided the wider community 
as well as the re tailers . 

The community was not divided over the half day holiday though. Thursday 
had become the official half day. It was required by law that each Council decide 
at the beginning of each year which day was co be the half holiday for the ensuing 
year. It had become the custom to choose Thursday but there was a strong lobby 
to shift the half holiday to Saturday. The management and workers at the mill were 

(14) The Press, 25.5. 1905. p.-! 
( 15) The Press, 8.6. I 905. p.9 
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strongly of the opinion that Sawrday was a more convenient day for a shut down 
of the factory. Not only was it better for the machinery but it was a lso better for the 
workers. Every year the Council sent a letter to the government asking that 
Sawrday be declared the universal half holiday. The local Member of House of 
Representatives, the Honourable David Buddo, lobbied throughout his term for a 
change in the half holiday. The change did not occur until 1923 when the Council 
held a referendum in conjunction with its local body elections following its receipt 
of a petition from one hundred and thirty ratepayers asking for one to be held . 

Another issue, although in essence a Christchurch local matter, spilled out to 
Kaiapoi during 1908-1909. It was notas divisive as the 1905 Shop Assistants Act but 
it was just as controversial as it signalled a move cowards stronger party politics in 
both general and local body elections. By and large the Labour party politicians 
favoured the establishment of a port at Christchurch with the construction of a 
canal from Sumner. In February 1909 a joint meeting of the Rangiora and Kaiapoi 
Borough Councils was held so that the propone nts of the canal and port could 
explain their position to the Councils and ask for their support. The Mayor of 
Christchurch, C.Allison, TE.Tayor M.H.R., and Doctor H.T.J.Thackerexplained 
to the joint meeting that they needed to have special legislation put in place in 
order to have the canal built but that was not possible as the Canal League was not 
a public body. The members oftheLeague wanted to assure the North Canterbury 
local bodies that it did not envisage rating them for the development of a canal and 
port should it go ahead, but that they would benefit, as the canal would mean more 
trade. The proponents felt certain that port fees would be lower and maybe railway 
fees would also be forced down. The North Canterbury response was entirely 
pragmatic. The prevailing view was that there was already a splendid canal in the 
area. It was called the Waimakariri River. Those representing Kaiapoi did not wish 
co put their port at risk. 

Since the interest generated in the port by John Sims and his shipping ventures 
there had been a small but steady flow of traffic in and outof the port.Unfortunately 
the Waimakariri Harbour Board was always struggling for funds. In the 1880's the 
Board had borrowed funds to buy a bucket dredge, the "Hinemoa". The dredge was 
not efficient enough for the job and so when it was swept out to sea during a flood 
in 1897 it was not replaced. For the next ten years the river was not dredged and 
the Board was faced with a number of compensation claims from ship owners who 
had had their vessels damaged on the bar. John Sims however was not deterred by 
the conditions. In the 1890's he added two Australian-built schooners to his fleet. 
On the arrival of the ships in Kaiapoi there was a public naming ceremony during 
which Sims's daughter Emma named the ships the "Joseph Sims" and the "Emma 
Sims ". The Board was keen to promote the harbour and so by 1906 it was clear that 
it needed to invest in another dredge to keep the channel clear. During 1906 the 
chairman of the Harbour Board, William Doubleday, and one of the board 
members, B.Lissaman, visited Timaru, Dunedin and Invercargill to inspect the 
dredging operations in those ports . Although the dredges in use in those ports were 
larger than would be required on the Waimakariri they did see a type of dredge that 
would be able to clear the navigation channel and to reclaim nine or ten acres of 
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foreshore. The rec laiming of the foreshore would improve the ri ver s ites and lessen 

the effec t of fl ood ing on the embankme nts. I c was ca lcul ated by the Boa rd chat if 

the silt that had co ll ec ted in the channe l ove r the prev ious thirty fi ve yea rs was 

removed then th e same period would e lapse before it needed co be cleared aga in. 

Therefore a loan extending over twenty five years co purchase a dredge would be 

j uscified in terms of the improvement obtai ned for the port. A private member's bill 

passed in 1907 made provision fo r the Board co ra ise a loan of up co three thousand 

pounds. The Waimakariri Harbour Board then made plans co build a poncoon type 

dredge fifty feet long. The dredge was named the "Kaiapoi" and began work in the 

river cowards the e nd of 1907. 
At the same time as the Board was in vest igat ing the possibil icy of purchasing a 

dredge, the format ion of the Kaiapoi Shipping and Trading Company cook place. 

This company cook over the business of the old Milling and Produce Company as 

well as part of John S ims' operation. Its first ship was a sma ll stea me r ca ll ed the 

"Wootton". It was apparent at a very ea rl y stage that the "Wootton" was not large 

enough co cope with the vo lume of cargo com ing in and out of the port. The 

Company then decided co have a one hundred and eighty one con steamer built 

es pecia ll y for the Kaiapoi trade. The steamer, the "Kairoh " was first seen in 

Kaiapoi in 1909 and from that time on she proved her worth in the river trade. Most 

of the trade was with the provincial orth Island ports and the \Vest Coast. One of 

the more unusual sta tistics was the large number of sheep imported by the 

l\lelro111e lo "K11imh" /909 - ro1111esy Kai11poi ,l!,,sc11111 
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Company. It landed sheep in Kaiapoi in order to send them onco the sales at 

Addington. This fact alone would explain the cool reception that the Canal League 

received in North Canterbury. 
From about 1909 onwards the citizens of Kaiapoi , in common with most of 

the rest of New Zealand, became more concerned with the deteriorating interna­

tional situation. In 1arch 1909 the Premier had alerted the country to the 

serious position of the Royal Navy. It was feared that as a result of the accel­

erated building programme of the German navy, it would soon outstrip the Royal 
avy in size and strength. The 1ayor, J.H.Blackwell, asked the Council to 

send a wire co the Premier expressing the Council's approval for the prompt 

action of the government in voicing the desire of New Zealand co take a fair 

share of the necessary Imperial burden. In May the Council was concerned 

enough about defence matters co issue an invitation to the Honourable R. le ab 

co speak at a public meeting. lcNab declined the invitation but the Council 

was not discouraged . In June the secretary of the National and Navy League 
wrote co Council seeking its support for the idea of universal military training. 

With an alacrity bordering on the fanatical, the Council arranged a public 

meeting for the National and Navy League co explain its concepts for national 

defence. The meeting was held towards the end of July. At the meeting a 

resolution was passed supporting the adoption of compulsory military training. 

The Council decided at its August meeting to send the motion to the Minister of 

Defence. 
Kaiapoi 's strong temperance background was revealed once again in relation co 

this resolution . In Octobe r the Council decided co add a further resolution to the 

compulsory training one. It proposed that all canteens at encampments should be 

abolished. The resolution had the wholehearted support of the Council members 

and also the ratepayers. This point of view was uniquely Kaiapoi and it 

complimented the firm belief that citizens had a duty co respond to any calls to 

defend the nation. This stance was responsible for the extensive response to both 
the formation of the Volunteers and to service in South Africa. Given this strong 

attitude it was not surprising that the Council in 1913 refused a request from 

R.Williams of the Christchurch Passive Resisters Union co hold open air meetings 

every third Saturday evening in the band rotunda. The Council's repl y was that the 

band used the rotunda every Saturday. 
Many of those people who had come co Kaiapoi as settlers in the early days and 

who had bought with them the non-conformist philosophies that characterised the 

prevailing outlook of the officials in Kaiapoi died in the first decade or so of the 

twentieth century. One of these was James Bugg, a long serving Councillor, who 

retired from the Council in May 1906 having served since 1888. His scrong interest 

in the welfare of the town continued after his retirement. In 1908 he made a 

presentation of trees co enhance the surroundings of D arnley Square. He died on 

28 June 1910. 
The second remarkable pioneer to die was Isaac Wilson. Without his drive 

and commitment Kaiapoi would not have achieved worldwide fame through 

the production of high quality woollen goods. The retention of the mill in Kaiapoi 
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and the dedication of the mill to quality products was due to the motivation of its 
first chairman. He also served his church and in doing so was committed to the 

temperance movement. 
The third remarkable pioneer to die during 

this time was G.H.Blackwell. His death in 
1914 bought co an end a exceptional career. 
This most uncommon man, who neverthe­
less had a common couch, had committed to the 
town nearly all of his adult life. He had served 
not only as a mayor and a councillor but he was 
the first Superintendent of the Fire Brigade a 
position he held for thirty two years . He was 
the president of the Rugby Club as well as of 
the Tennis Club. He was actively involved in 
his church and as a result of that he was commit­
ted to the temperance movement. His bus­
iness interests in his score and the Woollen Mill 
were the cornerstones of commercial life in 
Kaiapoi. 

A happier event in August 1913 also served to 
remind the town of its roots. According to 

J. Lowthim, \Vi!s011 - co1111esy Kaiapoi The Press, in an office in Cookson Street well 
,lfnseum known as the "woollen mill ," J.Lowthian Wilson 
celebrated fifty years as the paper's orth Canterbury reporter. The office had 
become more than a press agency, it was a repository of fifty years of history 
collected by Lowthian Wilson. His particular love seemed to be reporting the 
early elections. Lowthian Wilson recalled with relish many of the elections 
which had degenerated into knock-down-drag'em-out brawls. He especially 
recollected the election of Edward Richardson which resulted in the candidate 
receiving injuries which caused him a life time of pain. Just after his election 
Richardson was being dragged across the bridge in his gig by his supporters when 
one of his opponents decided to tip him into the river. Richardson received his 
injuries in the ensuing fight, and had to be taken co Lowthian Wilson 's house where 
he was cleaned up and smuggled our again to continue his journey co Christchurch. 

The other event that Lowthian Wilson remembered with some fondness 
was the 1864 gold rushes to the West Coast. Wilson was able co publish a letter 
from William Everest to his brother David , of the Kaiapoi Exchange Hotel, 
telling him of his discoveries, under the heading of "The Ohohonu Gold fields". 
The publication of the letter resulted in hundreds of gold-seekers pouring 
through Kaiapoi on their way to the goldfields via the Horsley Downs 
to the headwaters of the Hurunui River and down co the Greenscone Creek. 
This route was only used by the diggers until the Otira route was opened up in 
1867. It wa however a time of excitement for The Press reporter. 

In his long career J .Lowthian Wilson interviewed all the notable men of the era, 
such as Sir George Grey, Sir Julius Vogel and Sir Harry Atkinson. He reported on 
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the commonplace and the exotic and as The Press noted his documentation of the 
those fifty years was a valuable resource for historians. (16) J.Lowthian Wilson 
during these years also cook time to be involved in public service. He was the long 
time secretary of the Mechanics Institute as well as serving on various committees 
such as the Record Reign Committee. Wilson was a Borough Councillor and in 
1898 was Mayor of the Borough. His mayoralty was marked by a number of quarrels 
between himself and the councillors mainly because of the autocratic fashion he 
ran the Council meetings. 

The commercial foundation that Isaac Wilson and Blackwell laid down and the 
example of long public service that Bugg and Lowthian Wilson provided, was not 
squandered by the succeeding generations. In the second decade of the twentieth 
century Kaiapoi began a rebuilding programme that reflected the general prosper­
ity of the town and co a certain degree the solid values on which that prosperity had 
been nurtured. 

The death of Edward VII in May 1910 and the succession of George V gave the 
necessary impetus to the building programme. As the Government had clone with 
the coronation of Edward VII it offered local bodies a subsidy on projects that 
would commemorate the new King's coronation. At the time that the Kaiapoi 
Borough Council was searching for a project, the Mechanics' lnstitute decided to 
offer its assets to the Council. Since its inception in the 1860's the Institute had run 
a circulating library. It had also acquired land and buildings which were used for 
housing the library and for meetings and lectures. In January 1911 the secretary of 
the Institute wrote to the Council offering to it the land and assets of the Institute. 
By April of that year the Council had set up a committee co oversee the handing 
over of the property and co liaise with the solicitors over the legal implications of 
the gift. In the same month the Council received details of the coronation subsidy. 
Invas decided in June co apply forrhe full subsidy in order co construct a Coronation 
Circulating Library and reading room. At that same meeting it was decided to have 
the foundation scone ceremony on the day of the coronation. The library was co 
occupy a site next to the new fire station on the corner of High Street and Raven 
Street. The Council had previously raised a loan to build the fire station and so it 
seemed good sense co construct the library alongside it. The whole complex 
received the sobriquet "coronation" even although the Council had determined co 
rebuild the fire station before the subsidy for coronation projects was received. The 
architect for the library was F.J. Garnett. His plans were accepted by the Council 
in September 1911 and tenders were called for the construction of both the fire 
station and the library shortly afterwards. The successful tender was from Alfred 
Pearce, a former Mayor and local contractor. 

The foundation scone was laid by the local member, the Honourable D.Buddo, 
on 27 December 1911. In his speech Buddo paid tribute to the work and 
the generosity of the Mechanics' Institute. He expressed the wish that the 
library would carry on where the Institute had left off in providing the means 
for self education. He also hoped that the records of the pioneer settlers would 

( 16) The Press, 16.8.1913. p.13 
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find cheir way inco che library where chey could preserved for succeeding genera­

t10ns. 
The official handing over che lnscicute's property cook place in January 1912. 

Councillor Revell moved at the 9 January 1912 meeting of the Council that the 

Council record its hearty appreciacion for the public spirited action of che crustees 

and members of the Mechanics' lnsticute in presenting its freehold property and 

library co the cown. 
F.J.Garnett presenced che certificate of completion of che new complex at the 

end of Augusc 1912. The buildings were officially opened by the Mayor, R. Wylie, 

on 5 September 1912. The library was open for lending on Wednesday and 

Sacurday evenings with members of the Library Committee taking cums co act as 

librarian for the first three months. 

As the world drifted slowly cowards World War One Kaiapoi was caught up in 

patriotic fervour that appeared co grip every community in New Zealand. The 

Council offered co encercain a detachment from the five hundred men of the ship's 

company H.M.S. New Zealand when chey visited Rangiora in larch 1913. The 

community wished co show how proud they were of the servicemen and the pare 

they would play in any fucure defence of the realm. 

Ac che 4 August 1914 Council meecing the Mayor moved chac the 

Prime Minister be congraculated on che offer of an Expeditionary Force co assist 

the Empire in the presenc crisis. There was no hinc, of course, of the terrible coll 

that the Firsc World War would inflict on small communities like Kaiapoi. The 

citizens were keen co play their pare. It was a matter of honour for them that their 

young men volunteered co fighc. However the experience of the Boer War did 

not go unheeded. A fifty pound grant co the Patriotic Fund by the Council 

cowards the end of August was given with the proviso that it would be used co 

alleviace any distress experienced by Kaiapoi men at the front or of their depend­

ants at home. 
The curning poinc for New Zealand's nationhood has been perceived by 

man y as the campaign at Gallipoli. The bravery of the soldiers in che face of 

overwhelming physical odds was and is a source of great pride. The Council passed 

a motion in May 1915 that epitomised the sense of pride and the profound sense 

of regret that such an episode in che country's hiscory should be achieved at such 

a cosc. 
" Thac we express our sense of pride at the news of the 

magnificent valour of our men at the front and the splendid 

manner in which they have upheld the honour of New 

Zealand. That we deeply honour the memory of those 

brave officers and men who have given their lives for their 

King and Country and express our sincere sympathy with 

their relatives and friends." 

Throughout the years of the Great War the Council senc letters of sympathy co the 

families of men who were either wounded or died in the course of their duties in 

che war. I c makes depressing reading as it is clear chac at every meeting a letter was 

sent co a family in the district. 
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Exemtive Kfliapoi Patriotic Co111111illee 
Sta11di11g J. IV Bamarrl (C/l(Jimw11 1914) LB. Evans, H. 1l!rl11tosh, TR. Leithead. 

Si11i11gC. H. Wright (Secretary and Tre11s11111r), J.H. Blad -we/I (Chaim,1111 / 9 /5-19), F..!~. Pnpprill, I.N. 

Eagle, Kc,iapoi, photogmpher - co1111esy K11i11poi M11se11111 

All of the work raising money co support the troops was done by the Patriotic 

Committee which was headed by the l'vlayor, j.H.Blackwell, and che two women's 

organisations, the L ady Li verpool Commictee and the Red Cross Committee. All 

three organisacions held concerts and bazaars co raise money. Each committee was 

part of a national network and as the war wenc on the nacional organi ations 

imposed targecs on che local commictees. For example at a meeting in ovember 

1915 the local body representatives between the \Vaimakariri and Ashley Rivers 

resolved co raise seven chousand pounds for che Canterbury Pacriocic Fund. One 

of the most popular schemes for raising money were the "Queen Carnivals". Each 

business and organisacion picked a woman co represenc them as a "Queen". It was 

then che dmy of the "Queen" co help in che raising of money. The "Queen" who 

raised the most money was then declared the winner of che Carnival. 

In addicion co raising money che women 's committees held sewing and kniccing 

bees co make excra clothing such as socks and scarfs for the comfort of the men at 

che fronc. The organisacions also acted as welfare agencies for che families of those 

who were away. The women, in particular, visiced che families co make sure chac 

chey were not suffering coo much with che absence of, in most cases, che main bread 

bread winner. Gifcs of food and clothing were often provided for the families. The 
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work of che Lady Liverpoo l Comminee was recognised after the war with che 
awarding of che M.B.E. co Mrs J.H.Blackwell who was che presidenc of che group 
chroughout the war. The strong influence ofche Wesleya n echic of service and hard 
work was evide nt in che exertion of the comminees. The sober outlook of the 
Kaiapoi Patriotic Commictee was reco rded in ics response co a suggestion from che 
Taumarunui Patriocic Comminee chat money could be raised through che running 
of locce ries. le was chought tl1ac the public should be encouraged to subscribe 
directly to che fund wichout che element of speculacion. 

Apart from che ince nse work done by che comminees Kaiapoi cicizens were 
caughc up in the larger debaces of che Greac War. Towards the e nd of 1915 che 
Chriscchurch Cicizens D e fence Corps proposed chat the Government should, in 
che interes ts of the Empire, introduce a Bill making conscription compulsory. As 
part of their ca mpaign che Defence Corps soughc che support of the local bodies. 
The Kaiapoi Council co nsidered che Corps' suggestion in January 1916. After some 
discussion it was decided chac che Council favoured the concinuacion of the 
voluntary syscem and thac che Council would assisc in every possible way to make 
voluncary recru icing a success. However che Council did give icse lf room co change 
ics mind by suggescing th at if the voluntary syscem failed it would support 
compulsion . A requesc co che Council from Lieutenant Scark co use the Beach 
Domain as a concentration camp brought the phys ical presence of the war closer 
co Kaiapoi. These camps were specialised training camps for che volunteers where 
chey received intensive training over a short period ofcime. Permission was granted 
buc ic does not appear thac che Beach Domain was ever used as a concentracion 
cam p. 

During the last two years che cici ze ns had co adjust their way of life co supporc 
the war effort. There were shortages of manufaccured goods from overseas, like 
tyres for ca rs and trucks. The governme nt also imposed restrictions on a ll the 
communities under the National Efficiency Scheme. The Kaiapoi Council made 
every e ffort co mee t the targets imposed on it and it does not appear thatthe citizens 
were unduly inconve nienced . 

The theory of white racial superiority was put co the test during the First 
World War. The Impe ri al gove rnment did not want coloured men serving 
along side white men. As early as 7 August 1914 the Honourable A.T. gata 
raised the question, in Parli ament, of Maori fighting for the Imperial cause 
overseas. He cold the House that many Mao ri men wished co serve in the war. 
They would be content co serve in Egypt or India if they were not permitted to 
go co the front. H e also acknowledged that if Maori were not accepted they 
would have co serve at home. In repl y, the Prime Miniscer, W. F. M assey, said 
that the New Zealand government did not have the power co make a decision 
on who would serve in what theatre of war. It would have co wait for the 
Imperial government co make any decision co accept or reject the Maori offer to 
fight. In the meantime the New Zealand government indicated that it would 
be pleased co use their services within the country if that proved co be necessary. 
However in the next month the Imperial government did accept the involve­
ment of the Indian troops in the war and that was seen as a signal that the Maori 

184 

The ,\fro• Cl'llt111y 

offer would be accep ted. Mr gata reported thac although many l'vlaori were 
used co roughing it in th ei r rural setting they were not crained in milicary 
discipline. The so lucion co this deficiency was co sec up concentration camps rn 
Maori districts. On 16 Sepcember the Prime M iniscer announced chac che Im penal 
government had accepted che offer of che Maori co serve overseas. Two hundred 
Maori were co serve in Egyp t. The two hundred were co be as represencac1ve as 
possible of a ll tribes . . 

There were some notable excepcio ns co che general JOY that greeced the 
announce ment. The tribes of th e Waikaco region susp icious of Pake ha intentions 
did not wane co se rve. Kai Tahu me n, however, were willing co vo lunteer. They had 
volunteered co fight on the Impe ri al side during both th e Land Wars in New 

Tuahiwi Bm11c/1 of the Ludy / .iverpool a11d Mrs Pomare's ,lfllori Soldie1:1· '/1111d Commillee . 
S1a11di11g, ffom11era R11pe11e, Airs 1llc1111 H11lc111a, Mrs Reita Tai1111i, Tehr111 Komka. ,1/J:r R.JII. ,1111111 (O./3./i,. 

Member of Exemtive, represe111i11g the So111h Island) Airs T111i Tiril:111e11e, Ta,e P11m1i 
Silling, Jlfiss 1Vil:i1ori11 Tiril:111e11e, Mrs H111ikr1 Croft, ,1/rs ,I/ere Ti:1i111ha (vice-presirll'llt). ,1/rs ,l/ iri11 Pumti 
(presidenl}, Mrs A11i Teaika (serreta,y}, Mrs Ti11i 11/omo, 11/iss Hem R11pe111', H.D. Rellgt•r, R1/llg1om 
photogmpher - co11rlesv Kr,iapoi Museum 

Zealand and the South African War. A J\founted Rifl e Corps vo lunteer unit ar 
Tuahiwi had been formed in Occober 1897. Tairuhu Hape presided over a meeting 
during which Sergeant Hopera Uru of che Record Re ign Contingent exp lained the 
duties and discipline req uired of corps vo lunteers . U ru was of the op111 1on that 
Mao ri should combine with their Pakeha friend s for defence. The meeting 
approved the se tting up of the Corps and a numbe r of you ng men vo lunteered. Kai 
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Tahu continued to have an interest in defence and they were among the first to 

volunteer for duty with the Maori contingent. 
Naturally fighting in a war has a price and for Kai Tahu it was high. As a people 

they could ill afford to lose any young male members but that is just what 

happened. The fiftieth jubilee celebrations of St Stephen's church in 1917 was 

tinged with sadness. Archdeacon Woodthorpe read out the names of twelve local 

l\Iaori who had been killed in the war. Those twelve represented a substantial 

proportion of the Kai Tahu male population. Although there was a public welcome 

to the Kai Tahu survivors of the war not enough recognition of their part in the war 

and of the devastating effect that the number of dead had on the tribe has been 

acknowledged or documented. 
The war and the possibility of a reliable alternative to gas hastened the further 

modernisation of the borough. In 1910 the government had passed an Act permit­

ting the construction of eight hydro-electric power stations. In the period before 

the passing of the Act, Canterbury people had been investigating the possibility of 

building a hydro station in the province. The Waimakariri had been looked at as a 

possible location but it had not been seen as an efficient site by an American expert 

who favoured Lake Coleridge. The natural drop between the lake and the Rakaia 

River valley was seen to provide an ideal site for a hydro-electric station. It was not 

surprising that the government took advantage of the work already done in its 

decision to build the Lake Coleridge station first. The three generator station was 

opened in November 1914 and in the next few months Canterbury local bodies 

began investigate the possibility of using electricity for lighting. (17) In March 1915 

the Kaiapoi Borough Council held a special meeting to receive a report from Mr 

Dickinson, who was an electrical engineer, and the Town Clerk on the cost of 

installing electrical lighting and the profits that the Borough could expect from 

such a venture . It was decided at that meeting that the Council would write to the 

Iinister of Public Works to inform him that it was considering taking advantage 

of the Lake Coleridge scheme. The Council wanted to know precisely the terms 

under which it would obtain power. It also wished to know why the Temuka 

Council had been offered special terms as a bulk consumer whereas it was 

understood by the Council that the Public Works Department would retain the 

pecial term if Kaiapoi were to come into the scheme. The Minister replied in 

April that the Department would be pleased to discuss the supply of electricity to 

Kaiapoi. 
As soon as the war broke out it was clear that there could be no certainty of 

suppl y of carbide for the gas plant. At the rime that the Council received the 

linister's reply on electricity, it was awaiting a shipment of six tons of carbide. It 

had bee n told that the shipment was due in Melbourne toward the end of April. 

The arrival of this shipment of carbide became quite uncertain and confused and 

this must have contributed towards the Council's determination to switch the 

borough over to electricity. The Council was informed in July 1915 that the five 

tons of carbide that it had received in June was its 1914 supply and that the 

( 17) Thr E.110-doprdi,1 of Ner,• Zet1lr111d \ 'ol I p.379 
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remaining one ton wou ld arrive as soon as possib le. The New Zealand Acetylene 

Gas Company then went on to explain that the 1915 supply of carbide was due to 

leave London shortly but that it would be subject to a surtax of two shillings and 

sixpence. The company even got this charge wrong and it had to write in August 

to inform the Council that the surtax would be six shillings, more than double the 

amount it had quoted in its earlier letter. 
The Council held another special meeting in January 1916 with the Depart­

ment of Public Works' electrical engineer, Mr Burke, during which the approxi­

mate capital costs of installing electricity in the Borough were discussed. le was 

decided to go into matters in more depth and while this process was taking place 

the Council received more bad news from the ew Zealand Acetylene Gas 

Company. The company, owing to government requirements, was unab le to make 

further carbide shipments. It was therefore clear to the Council that it had to make 

the change to electricity. 
At the 26 April 1916 the Council received an estimated cost of reticulation of 

electric power from the Public Works Department. It appears that the councillors 

were a little wary of the amount of money that was required for the scheme as they 

did not make the commitment to go ahead with the Public Works plan. Instead the 

Council decided to explore the possibility of buying power from the recently 

formed, but not yet operational, North Canterbury Sheepfarmers' Freezing Export 

and Agency Company Limited. That avenue was closed to them when the 

directors decided at their July meeting that the company could not supply the 

needs ofrhe town and their own works. The lighcingand heat situation was relieved 

a little in June with the news that the New Zealand Acetylene Gas Company had 

acquired four tons of lower grade carbide which it was passing on to the Borough. 

Another ten tons of 15/25 carbide arrived in November. It was obvious that the 

strain imposed on the Council by the uncertainty of carbide supply tipped it 

towards making the decision to have the Public Works Department reticulate the 

borough. After further correspondence between the Council and Mr Burke and a 

public meeting seeking the approval of the ratepayers co raise a loan for the scheme, 

a draft agreement co reticulate the Borough was arrived at in January 1917. The loan 

of three thousand, three hundred pounds was raised and work on installing the 

electrical system began in March 1917. For the rest of the year the Council had rely 

on irregular supplies of carbide co keep its light and heat system functioning. It 
must have been with great relief that it was able to announce that on 31 December 

1917 that the last of the gas connections would be cut off and that it was going co 

dispose of the gas making equipment. The electrical reticulation system was 

officia ll y given to the borough by the Public Works Department in April 1918. Ar 

that time at least two hundred and fifty householders and businesses had electrical 

connections. 
The war years also saw the establishment of the freezing industry in Kaiapoi . 

This industry was to become as important co the town's identity as the Woollen 

Mill. As if to cement the importance of che Blackwell family co the development 

of Kaiapoi it was George Blackwell's son, Joseph, who was largely instrumental in 

securing Kaiapoi as the site for the Freezing works . 
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In 1883 T.Borthwick and Sons Ltd opened a Freezing works at Belfast. This 

venture was to service North Canterbury as well as other regions in Canterbury. 

It became evident over the years that the Belfast works was not large enough 

to cope with the numbers of animals being sent for slaughter. The shortage of 

space became especially critical during the early war years. A group of orth 

Canterbury farmers then began to investigate the possibility of establishing a 

co-operative venture in their own area. Their plans attracted criticism from 

Sir George Clifford, the chairman of the Belfast company. He was of the opinion 

chat a farmer co-operative company could not be successful. The proponents of 

the co-operative, however, had the models of the successful orch Island co­

operatives to follow, especially that of the Waiarapa co-operative. There were 

several advantages to the farmers. The works would be owned by the farmers for 

the benefit of themselves and this would ensure that all benefits would accrue to 

farmers. 
The establishment of a small, centrally situated works for the four North 

Canterbury counties of Amuri, Cheviot, Kowai, and Wai para was thought to ensure 

chat stock would arrive at the works in prime condition. The North Canterbury 

township of Wai para was selected by the steering group as being the most suitably 

located settlement for the project. A letter written by a sheepfarmer from Amber­

ley, first printed in The Press, was used in the publicity material fore he new company 

under the caption of" A Progressive North Canterbury Sheepfarmer Writes:" In 

the letter it was stated that as a sheepfarmer in North Canterbury the writer 

appreciated the enterprise of the organizers ofche new Freezing works because of 

the nearness of the works to a large and ever-increasing source of supply. 

The first meeting of the provisional directors of The orch Canterbury 

Sheepfarmers Co-operative Freezing Export and Agency Company Ltd. took 

place on 28 April 1915 in the office of the provisional secretary in Christchurch. The 

company had been floated with a capital of one hundred thousand pounds divided 

into twenty thousand shares at five pounds each. George Dean Greenwood of 

"Te-viotdale", Amberley, was voted into the chair. Greenwood told the meeting 

that conditions for the establishment of a Freezing works were the best they had 

been for twenty years. He also reported that the local member of Parliament, 

George Forbes, was taking seeps in conjunction with the government co reserve 

land at Glenmark for workers' cottages. At this meeting it was reported that over 

one hundred and tvventy farmers had been allocated shares and that this repre­

sented over a quarter of the company's capital. 

Duncan Rutherford, William Banks, Frank Courage, Benjamin Glass and 

Greenwood formed a committee to inspect the proposed site at Wai para with the 

intention to report to the next meeting of the provisional directors. At the 5 May 

meeting the site committee recommended chat in addition to the hundred acres 

granted by the government, the company should buy the adjoining one hundred 

and fifty two acres. Although he supported the Waipara site Rutherford raised the 

idea that either Rangiora or Kaiapoi would be a better paying proposition. This 

suggestion was countered by Thomas Scone who said that co consider any other site 

would to be break faith with the shareholders. Glass was instructed to proceed with 
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the survey the water resources of the area. His survey showed that there was 

sufficient water for the works. 
While the provisional directors were negotiating for the purchase of the Wai para 

site, a group of Kaiapoi men were preparing a submission to the company to 

persuade it to consider Kaiapoi as the site for the works. At the 9 June meeting a 

deputation headed by J.H.Blackwell was allowed to address the meeting. The 

deputation presented a lengthy and detailed submission. It was divided into 

fourteen pares covering everything from a proposed site to the raising of capital in 

the area. 
The site, on which the deputation had already acquired an option, was situated 

on the south eastern boundary of the town. It had a railway siding and was adjacent 

co the North Branch of the Waimakariri. There was excellent drainage from the site 

co the South Branch of the river and out to sea. The water supply from a bore on 

the site was estimated co flow at sixty gallons a minute. The river frontage according 

co the deputation was a superb advantage. The company could build its own wharf 

and thus facilitate the landing of cattle. It w~ thought chat farmers in the Kaikoura 

region would support a works at Kaiapoi if they were able co ship their stock directly 

co the works. Kaikoura farmers already used the pore at Kaiapoi in preference to 

Lyttelton. The deputation told the meeting that in the last year sixty thousand 

sheep and twelve thousand lambs had been put through the port. The deputation 

had calculated that freight coses co Kaiapoi up the river from Lyttelcon would be 

three shillings and two pence cheaper than similar coses co \Vaipara. This saving in 

freight costs would be echoed in a saving on timber. Timber would be about the 

same cost at Kaiapoi, as it was at Lyttelcon, whereas it would be about two shillings 

per one hundred feet dearer at Waipara. The example of importing the timber 

directly up the river for the Belfast works was given co support the deputation's 

contention that setting up coses co the company would be less if the directors 

decided on Kaiapoi. The only problem that the deputation saw in the use of the 

river was the bar. However the deputation had been assured by the Waimakariri 

Harbour Board that it was going co put the bar in a workable condition. 

Kaiapoi was within driving reach of the main scock markets of Addingcon, 

Rangiora, Oxford, Cust and Amberley as well as having rail access at a cheaper rate 

than to Waipara. 
Blackwell commented chat an important component for the works was labour. 

In Kaiapoi there was already a pool of skilled workers who in the main worked at 

Belfast but who lived in Kaiapoi. It was thought chat these men would be willing 

co work in Kaiapoi. Labour would be attracted co Kaiapoi because the cost ofliving, 

as well as rents, was cheaper. The Borough Council was in the process of 

negotiating for an electrical supply from Lake Coleridge and this undoubtedly 

would make it cheaper for the company co obtain electricity. Blackwell stressed 

that ten thousand pounds worth of shares would be taken up immediately if the 

works was sited at Kaiapoi. 
Directly after the deputation had addressed the provisional directors, it went 

into a meeting with the shareholders. The deputation had a cougher time at the 

shareholders meeting. The shareholders were determined co keep the location of 
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the works at Waipara although they did concede chat there ought co be an 
inspection of the Kaiapoi sire. However a hand vote taken at the end of the meeting 
showed chat the majority of the shareholders were in favour of the Wai para site. 

The Kaiapoi deputation of Blackwell, McIntosh, Parnham, and Parish was 
asked co meet with the newly elected directors ofche company on 19 June. 

Ac this meeting Blackwell stressed chat he did not wane go over old ground but 
chat he wanted co emphasise chat the publicity given co the outcome of the vote 
taken at the shareholders meeting had increased the interest of farmers in the 
Kaiapoi district in having the works sited in the town. As a matter of information 
he wished the directors co know chat the deputation had spoken co the landowners 
of the site and chat they had been able co persuade chem chat eighty pounds per acre 
was a reasonable price for the land. This represented a cwency pound drop in the 
price chat the land owners had asked for. Even though the land was dearer than chat 
ava ilable at Waipara, construction and freight coses were by comparison much 
lower so chat the price of the land should not, in the deputation's opinion, deter the 
directors from considering the Kaiapoi site. 

With the increased interest in the works Blackwell was sure chat the deputa­
tion could guarantee the company at lease fifteen thousand pounds. There had 
been incense canvassing in the Oxford district by I r Parish and he had found chat 
the vase majority of farmers were wi 11 i ng co su pporc the company if the works was 
built at Kaiapoi. There had also been canvassing in the other districts between 
Kaiapoi and Oxford and here ic was found chat although most of the farmers 
supported the idea of the works at Kaiapoi they did not wane co openly declare their 
support in case they should lose the space promised for their stock at Belfast for the 
coming season. 

The deputation faced a number of searching questions from the directors. 
Blackwell was able co reass ure chem chat the Borough Council would not be putting 
any obstacles in the way ofche company and chat the problem of the bar was being 
add ressed by the Waimakariri Harbour Board. He reiterated chat in the deputa­
tion's estimation Kaiapoi was the ideal sire from all points of view. The directors 
for their pare seemed co be genuinely interested in at lease inspecting the site. 

In adopting this seance the directors appeared co be heading for a confront­
ation with the shareholders many of whom had bought shares simply because ic 
had been proposed chat the works were co be situated at Waipara. The directors 
had co look for ways chat would satisfy the shareholders as well as being 
the best investment for the company. Greenwood suggested chat the ideal solu­
tion might be co have a killing works at Wai para and a freezing works at Kaiapoi. 
In spice of the clear indications chat they were considering the site at Kaiapoi 
the directors gave Greenwood the power co purchase the land at Waipara. Ac 
the 26 June 1915 meeting of the directors, Greenwood reported chat the govern­
ment under the current legislation had the power co sell just five acres at a 
time. This restriction would be lifted lacer in the session when the land bill in 
front of the House became an Acc. A resolution proposed by Scone was then 
passed by the directors seating chat as soon as sufficient capital had been sub­
scribed (fifty thousand pounds) then the directors would begin building the 
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Opening of Freezing ll'or.i·s ,I/a rch /917 .I. T. Mirche/1, C/1ris1d111rd1 pl101ogmpher - cou11esy Koiopoi ,l/11se111n 

works at Waipara. le seemed, therefore, chat the Waipara supporters had won 
che day but they had not counted on the tenacity of the Kai apo i deputation. 

The deputation was represented by Blackwell, I-1. iJcI ncosh and Parnham ac 
che 26 June meeting. le wanted co know if the works would be constructed by 
February 1916. This question put the directors in an awkward position and co 
deflect icchey assured the deputation chat provided the company had sorted out the 
problems of che site and had raised enough money chen the work_s would be erected 
by February. The deputation retired and ic was then chat the directors decided co 
cell ic chat if ic could raise thirty five thousand pounds then the company would 
build cwo works, one at Waipara and the other ac Kaiapoi. The deputation was 
dismayed. Blackwell said chat it could not raise chat amount of money and 
suggested chat it could raise between cwency and cwency-five chous~nd pounds._ le 
was understood by the deputation chat the directors would still consider Ka1apo1 1f 
it managed co raise the required capital. 

In a circular sent co che shareholders after the 26 June meeting the directors 
seated chat they would only build a works at Kaiapoi provided chat district 
contributed thirty five thousand pounds. The directors urged the northern farmers 
co cake up more shares so chat che works ac Waipara could proceed._The Kaiapoi 
deputation countered this by having their argument for a works 111 1cs locality 
published in The Sun newspaper on 3 July 1915. 

The northern shareholders responded co the directors' call co the extent chat by 
the shareholders extraordinary general meeting on 7 July Greenwood was able co 
state chat with the caking up of six thousand seven hundred shares the works would 
be built at Wai para. A second works at Kaiapoi would be considered ifche Kaiapo1 
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ca tchme nt rai sed thirty thousand pounds. At about the same rime two of the 

direc tors, Edwa rd Burbury and William lcRae, were undertaking a tour of 

inspec ti on of th e N orth Island freezing companies. This tour was designed to 

ga the r in fo rmati on about the bes t type of building, mac hinery and pe rsonnel that 

th e company would need to make a success of its ve mure. 

In th e course of th at tour it became apparent to both men, who were 

strong supporte rs of th e \Vaipara sire, that in fact , the best site for the works 

wo uld be at Kaiapoi. Burbu ry and l\I c Rae 's re port was presented to the 17 July 

meeting at which the Kaiapoi de pu ta tion was again present. Blackwell reported 

that twe nty fi ve thousand pounds had been rai sed by Kaiapoi people, the 

majority of wh om we re farm e rs and th e refore poremi al suppliers of the works . 

I le reassured th e direc tors that the re would be no objection from the local bodies 

and th at the whole town was be hind the aim of having a freezing works built in 

Kaiapoi. 
T he nex t deve lopment took place at the 21 Jul y meeting when Greenwood told 

the Kaiapoi de pu ta ti on that the company was fa vourably inclined to build a works 

at Kaiapoi provid ed th e question of land for the sire could be serried. He still 

insisted ch at the works a t Kai apoi would be in addition to the one built at Wai para. 

At the fo ll owing mee ting, 28 Jul y, the directors passed a resolmion to buy the land 

at Kaiapoi. 
T he works at Kaiapoi were to be kn own as the main works and construction was 

to begin as soon as practi cabl e . The company still intended to build a smaller works 

at Wai para whe n it was conside red opportune to do so. 
T he direcrors' dec is ion to build the works at Kaiapoi an gered the northern 

fa rme rs. A de pu ta ti on, led by D .T.Doa k and \V.\V. Foste r, re prese ming the Omihi 

Cmerol v1eru'fro111 mi/r,,•11y of A"ir1poifret•zi11gr,,•orl:s / 917 - ro1111esy K11i11poi ,ll11se11111 
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farmers, anended the 4 August meeting. T he Omihi farmers had been strong 

supporters of the original plan to build the works at Wai para and were therefore 

bitterly disappointed with the di rectors' decision in favourofKaiapoi. They did nor 

chink that they could support the company any longer. They certainly wished to 

reduce their holdings in the company. This turn of events was not a problem for the 

company because as soon as Kaiapoi was se lected to be the site for the main works, 

many people in the Kaiapoi district either bought shares or increased the holdings 

char they already held. 
There were also two other deputations which met with the directors of the 

company at various rimes. The first one was from the Oxford district and it called 

on the provisional directors before the first Kaiapoi deputation. The second 

deputation was from the Rangiora district and it appeared before the directors just 

after the decision to sire the works in Kaiapoi had been made. Both deputations 

wanted the company to consider their districts as sires for works. Neither of the 

deputations had the persistence and commercia l acumen of the Kaiapoi people and 

they did not receive more than a single hearing from the directors. 

The Kaiapoi deputation anended the 4 August meeting to request representa­

tion for the district on the Board of the Company. Blackwell was insistent that there 

should be more than one representative from the district. However Greenwood 

suggested that the district nominate one person for the vacancy on the Board and 

thus avoid the necessity for calling a shareholders' meeting. In raking this attitude 

Greenwood was avoiding a public showdown with the northern stockholders who 

were still biner over the decision to site the works at Kaiapoi. The Kaiapoi people 

were satisfied with the suggestion as it assured chem of getting "their man" on the 

Board. The Kaiapoi deputation had by this rime turned itself into a commiuee. The 

committee was commercially astute enough to safeguard its interests by withho ld­

ing the options on the land until it was sure char the company was not going to 

change its mind on the site and umil they had representation on the Board. This 

was achieved ar4Seprember 1915 meetingwhen].H.Blackwell was voted on to the 

Board to fill the vacancy. At the following meeting the options on the land were 

handed over to company. 
The company had appointed James Reay as engineer and works manager on 11 

August. He was consulted by the Board on the best plan for the buildings and the 

best type of machinery. 
By the 20 October meeting the plans for the buildings were subm itted and 

accepted. The Company agreed to provide storage capacity for 75,000 and stands 

forcwenty four butchers who it was estimated would kill 2,000 a day. The estimated 

cost of the construction was twenty five thousand pounds. There was provision 

made for a second storey to be put on the cold store at a cost of a further six thousand 

pounds. It would increase the storage capacity to 100,000 carcasses. Tenders were 

immediately called for the construction of the works. The successfu l tenderer was 

W.Williamson who had submiued a tender for thirty thousand five hundred and 

thirty four pounds. 
The ceremony to lay the foundation stone took place on 25 May 1916. Already 

by that dare the callow department, the cool store and the slaughter house were 
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O11e l1nlf of 11111//011 l,'i/li11g board with beef depnrt111e11t 011 left /917 

Left to right \\falter D11nn, Solo111011 Pnil,,in, Emie Reeves, Bill Logr111, Clem r\mwell, Chris Wilson, Jim-, 

Ch,is Parso11s, Bill Free111a11, J im l\lr,/hr, Arthur Cri111111er, Joe Young, Bill Chaney, Fred Neale, Hmie 

Dixon, Fred Clar1'e, lad Tapli11, II'. /-/11lle, Her1111111 Ba,ret, - Dixo11 - conrtesy Kainpoi ,l/11sen111 

partially compl e ted. T he directors had in vited th e Minister for Interna l Affairs, 

H onourab le G.W.Ru se ll , the member for Kaiapoi, the llonourab le D.Buddo, 

J.A.Pannett and E.W. Re lph from the Canterbury Farmers' Co-operative Associa­

tion to the festivities. As well as the official guests, severa l hundred people also 

attended. During the luncheon wh ich followed the stone laying, George Ga rdner, 

a farmer from led bury proposed the toast to the company. He said that it was a red 

le tte r day for Can terb ury fa rmers in that they were ce lebrating the beginning of a 

co-operative venture that was go ing to have an important effect on one of the 

principal things that affects fa rme rs, the freezing industry. I-l e cou ld have also 

added that it was a red letter day for Kaiapoi The siting of the wo rks in the town 

was certa in to have long term effect on it. 
By October 1916 good progress had been made on the buildings under the 

watchful eye of Reay. In the last quarter of 1916 the Company began to emp loy its 

managerial staff. Applications were ca ll ed for the positions of foremen as well as for 

the manager of the works. The company interviewed three app li cants fo r the 

managerial position, settling on James Stewart from the South Otago Freezing 

Company. H e was emp loyed on contract fo r three years at a sa lary of six hundred 

pounds per year. 
T he wo rks began operation on 18 December 1916. Jt ran for a week before the 

C hristmas break, beginning again immediately after the New Year. The offic ial 
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opening of the works took place in larch 1917. In the first season the works 

processed 93,706 sheep and lambs and 1,875 cattle. These numbers made it 

evident that the cold storage space planned for wou ld be needed . Construction on 

the additional co ld storage area was begun in August 1917 with a pound for pound 

subsidy from the gove rnment. The company had a success ful sta rt to its operations 

in Kaiapoi and the town gradually took on the dual identity of a works town and a 

mill town. 
The Kaiapo i Woollen Mill had difficulties with the suppl y of labour for its 

operations that did not seem to be evident in the operation of the Freezing works. 

By 1907 the directors of the mill had insta lled the mos t modern machinery ava il ab le 

but despite thi s innovative approach they we re not ab le to utilize it fully as they 

were desperately short of skilled labour. It was estimated that the mill could have 

employed between one hundred and one hundred and fifty skill ed workers. The 

directors lamented the fact that the union was unab le to suppl y them. It was th e 

policy of the Directo rs to manufacture on ly pure woo l products. This was not 

universa l in the other mills in New Zealand and was anoth er reason why it was so 

hard for the Kaiapo i mill to obtain skilled workers. The labour shortage was still a 

problem for the mill as late as 1912 when the ir were long de lays in the supply of 

large orders due to a lack of labour. 
In the next two years the mill faced a number of challenges that in many ways 

made it a stronge r company. G.H.Blackwell atte nded hi s las t meeting as chairman 

on 6 October 1914. During Blackwe ll 's illness James Frostick was acting chairman 

and on the death of Blackwell in Decembe r, Fros ti ck was e lected pres ident of the 

company and the chairman of directors. At that same meeting J.H .Blackwell was 

elected on to the directorate to fill the vaca ncy caused by hi s father's death . This 

was the first chall e nge that the mill faced. Frostick adopted a stead y as she goes 

policy with the company although it must be stated with the outbreak of th e First 

World War he did not have a great deal of choice. 
The war was the second challenge faced by the company. It had three main 

effects on the management of the mill. Firstly, on the stre ngth of its experience 

obtained during the Boer War the com pany was able to secure contracts to suppl y 

the cloth for the services' uniforms. It was also awarded the contract to supply 

blankets. This meant a steady income for the mill at a time when it may have had 

some difficulty in supplying what was, at the time, considered luxury goods. 

Secondly, and most serious ly for the mill , the war aggravated the 

labour shortage. In 1915 the directo rs reported that thirty one men on the sta ff had 

go ne to war and that another four were about to depart. The compan y decided to 

make provision for these men. Married men were to receive two thirds of their 

normal wage and single men one third for six months, after which there would 

be a review of the situation. It was probable that the grants would then be extended 

for a further six months. The maximum grant that a man could receive was two 

pounds a week and each recipient had to have been employed by the company for 

at least two yea r . At the Annual General Meeting in 1917 the shareholders decided 

that the compan y ought to support men on military se rvice for the duration of their 

se rv ice. 
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Thirdly, the war not only caused severe labour shortages but also caused 

shortages in the supplies of wool an d dyes. All the dyes were imported and so it 

was understandable chat they were hard co obtain. le is less easy co understand 

the shortage of wool. le muse be remembered chat ew Zealand companies were 

Koiopoi \Voolle11 Mill /910, S1eflo110 \Vebb photogmpher, - co11rtesy Koiopoi Jl/11se11111 

not the only compecicors for the country's wool clip. As there was a ge neral world 

wide shortage of wool, prices rose and made it harder for local companies co buy 

wool. 
By the end of the war the company had ninety one men on it 's Roll of Honour. 

Twelve of these men were killed and nine were wounded. In 1919 sixty nine men 

had returned co work with the company and ten were reported as still absent. 

The end ofthe First World War was greeted with relief in Kaiapoi. The Borough 

Council received a telegram from the Prime Minister, W.F. Massey, at its 5 

ovember mee ting informing it chat an armistice had been signed with Turkey on 

30 Occober and with Austria on 5 November. le was decided chat there would be 

a public holiday for the remainder of 5 November. All businesses and schools were 

closed and citizens were urged co fly fl ags from every vantage point. le was then 

discovered chat the Council did not have a ew Zealand flag and so it was decided 

co obtain one immediately. 
On 12 ovember there was great rejoicing in Kaiapoi when it became 

known chat the Armistice with Germany had been signed. The shops, the schools, 

and the Woollen Mill were closed. Flags were immediately flown and every 

bell , whistle and other noise-making devices were set going at the same time. 

A well attended meeting in front of the Council Chamber was held . 

After the National Anthem had been played by the 13th Regimental Band, 

J.H.Black-well, the Mayor, read the official telegrams. Lacer in the morning 

a Divine Service was held at the band rotunda. In the afternoon a procession 

was held , finishing in the Park where sports were held for the children. On the 

following day the shops and the mill were closed and in the evening there was a 
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corchlighc process ion co Darnley Square where there was a concert and a huge 

bonfire. (18) 
The war yea rs in Kaiapoi were as soul sapping as anywhere in New Zealand . A 

large proportion of the country's young men volunteered for service in the war. 

This resulted in ew Zealand losing more men per head of population in the war 

than any other participating country. For Kaiapoi this meant a lose generation and 

fora cown which had been suffering from a shortage of skilled labour before the war 

it became a critical faccor. Ifche deaths chat were caused by the influenza epidemic 

of 1918 were added to the war casualties then the situation was perilous. 

In an unfortunate sec of circumstances the deadl y influenza virus which was 

sweeping the world reached northern New Zealand at about the same time chat 

peace was declared. There were large gatherings of people which facilitated the 

spread of the virus. 
Passenge rs on the "Niagara" which berthed in Auckland on 12 October were 

blamed by their contemporaries for bringing the virus to New Zealand. The 

"Niagara", although a crew man had died of pneumonia before reaching Auckland, 

was not subjected to any quarantine measures . It was thought at the time the 

Health Department had waived such regulations because the Prime Minister, 

W.F. Massey, was on board. Certainly a large number of patients were taken co 

Auckland Hospital from the "Niagara" all suffering from the disease. Recent 

research has shown chat there were cwo strains of'flu present in the country during 

1918. The first one, which although it laid many people low, was mild. le was 

present in the country before the "Niagara" arrived. The second strain was the 

killer. Medical research has shown that the cwo strains were linked through the 

complex immune patterns built up by the first strain. The second strain was much 

more virulent than the first and had the added feature of being particularly fast 

breeding. It therefore overwhelmed its victims more quickly than the firscscrain. (19) 

The influenza virus made its appearance in North Canterbury during Occober 

19 I 8. The Mayor reported chacchis strain was prevalent although more or less mild. 

The killer strain made its appearance in the first week of ovember. Again there 

was an unfortunate mix of circumstances in chat this was the first Christchurch 

Carnival week in peace time. Large numbers of people were eager to celebrate the 

peace and enjoy the festivities ofche week. On 11 ovember the reports about the 

seriousness ofche epidemic in the morning paper were so alarming that the Mayor, 

J.H.B lackwell, called a conference of Doctor J.H.Crawshaw, the chairman of the 

Sanitary Committee, Councillor Bryden , and the Town Clerk, C.H.Wrighc, co 

discuss the precautions chat might be taken co lessen the impact of the disease in 

Kaiapoi. These men formed an informal committee to look at measures to combat 

che illness in Kaiapoi. 
The committee decided co provide a public inhalation chamber immediately. 

The provision and supervision was to be in the hands of Councillor Bryden. The 

chamber was used by a large number of people during the four weeks of its 

(18) The Press, 13.11.1918., p.7. 
( 19) Rice, Geoffrey, 8/(lrk Novemlter. The /918 lllf/11et1M Epirlemir i11 ,v,,,,. Z,n/r111rl. pp 4-5 and 1-1-16 
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operation. Records indicate that there were cwo thousand three hundred visits 
made co che facility. Each person inhaled a sulphate of zinc spray and ir was thought 
char this was highly effective as a preventative against the disease. Unforrunarely 
it was more than likely that more people caught the virus by visiting the inhalation 
chamber than were prevented from catching it. The large numbers congregating 
around the chamber waiting for their turn provided ideal conditions for the spread 
of the disease. 

The more effective action taken by the committee was the decision to have a 
circular printed and distributed to each household. The circular detailed the 
precautions that people should take to avoid catching the illness and instructions 
on how co care for people who were sick. 

On the following days (12 and 13 November) large crowds were gathered in 
Kaiapoi to celebrate the Armistice with Germany. Ir was felt by the committee char 
although these celebrations were held outside the spread of the virus was facili­
tated. On 15 ovember a public meeting was held outside the Council Chamber 
co set up an organization to cope with the epidemic. The meeting decided to 
establish five divisions to deal with the expected emergency. 

The first division was to concern itself with a district visiting scheme. The town 
was divided into twelve blocks and underchechairmanship of Mr Hirst, volunteers 
went from house to house reporting to the central office any cases of sickness and 
need that they found. 

Secondly a women's committee was formed to provide food and other delica­
cies for those who were too ill co provide for themselves. 

It was realised that information and fast transport were also needed. The 
third and fourth divisions covered those aspects. In the times prior co the universal 
installation of the telephone, a messenger carrying the information from one 
point to another was the quickest and most reliable way of keeping the organ­
ization in touch with the needs of the community. A brigade of five messenger 
boys with bicycles was recruited. They were Reg Chappell, Douglas and 
Gordon Bare, Eric Grimwood and Stan Wright. Ar the end of the emergency 
these boys were commended for their good service. At the same time it was realised 
that motor-cars would provide a much quicker service for rhe movement 
of information, goods and personnel. A committee of car owners was formed. 

1lessrs Hector and Ken McIntosh, Wylie, Barnard , Doubleday, Sneyd, 
(the manager of Supply Scores), Edwards, Papprill and Baker all undertook 
their share of the work. The Mayor, in his report made special mention of 
LB.Evans who took a fortnight off work to drive the doctor from case to case. 
This allowed Docrnr Crawshaw to at least rest while he was being driven to each 
new patient. 

The ft fth division was the central office. It was set up in the Council Chambers 
and run by Mrs Len Wilson on a voluntary basis. The office stayed open between 
nine in the morning and nine in the evening during the two weeks of the 
emergency. The central office co-ordinated all the information from which an 
overall view of the state of the community could be gained. It was the place where 
members of the public could receive information. 
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On 16 Novemberche committee was forrunare co be approached by urse Price 
who offered her services. She was immediatel y engaged as the town's vis iring nurse 

and was joined four days later by Nurse Nellie 
Robertshaw. These women were in the van­
guard of the fight against the virus. Their 
prompt action in visiting suspected cases 
helped to minimise panic in che community. 
Their front line duties included sorting out 
the less serious cases from the more serious 
ones thus using the doctor's time more effi­
ciently. Ar times they were joined by urse 
Emerson who had charge of the hospital. 
Using a car Nurse Price was able to makeover 
seven hundred visits in a fortnight. urse 
Robertshaw, on her bicycle, made two hun­
dred and eighteen visits. Together the nur es 
made about one thousand home visits. Their 
work was unrelenting but in that rime of crisis 
it was absolutely necessary in order to cope 

Nellie Robe11show, 1928 1. N. Fogle Koiflpoi with the epidemic. 
photogrt1pher - ro1111esy Kaiapoi 1'fllse11111 Doctor Chesson, the District Health Of-

ficer, had closed all public places, including schools, in the week beginning 13 
November. This decision gave the Kaiapoi committee the chance co use the school 
buildings as hospitals. urse P.T.Emerson had been directed to Kaiapoi by the 
Public Health Department on 18 November. The next day, in consultation with 
Doctor Crawshaw and the Hospital Board, it was decided to take the Technical 
School buildings as a temporary hospital with Nurse Emerson in charge. During the 
next twenty four hours a band of volunteers under the direction of Hector 
McIntosh and Thomas Leithead worked hard to have the hospital ready for it's first 
patients on 20 November. The Secretary of the North Canterbury Hospital Board, 
Mr Wharton, supplied equipment and staff for the hospital as did the Nurse Maude 
organization and the Public Health Department. The nursing staff were helped by 
V.A.D. volunteers from Kaiapoi and Christchurch. The night supervisor was Sister 
Goldsworthy. Mrs Leithead headed a committee of women who did the cooking 
for the hospical. l\losr of the food was donated by the townsfolk. During the month 
that the hospital was open forty seven patients were admitted; nine of these people 
died and thirty eight went on to the convalescent hospital. 

The convalescent hospital was sec up in the Borough School buildings. It too 
was established in a remarkably short time. The volunteers began working on it on 
23 November and the school was ready for use on 25 ovember. It was necessary 
to have somewhere for chose in recovery to go until they were fit enough co return 
home so that the beds in the hospital could be used for the acute cases. 

Groups within the community made a considerable difference co those who 
were afflicted. The Kaiapoi Working Men's Club provided free stimulants for the 
patients in the hospital. Liquor to the value of twelve pounds was dona red co the 
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hospital. 1iss Meadowcroft offered her home as a children's hostel. In a large 
number of cases both parents were victims of the virus and so many children where 
left without care. The Meadowcroft home was made ready but fortunately it was 
not needed as it was found that the majority of the children in this situation were 
cared for by adult relatives who had not caught the flu. A small number of children 
were looked after for a short time by Mrs Blackwell until they could be cared for 
by their families. 

The visiting nurses found a significant number of what they termed necessicous 
cases. These were reported co the central office and were alarming enough for the 
committee co recommend that the Borough Council set up a Relief Committee co 
help these people. The committee of three, the Mayor, Councillor Barnard and the 
Town Clerk, came inco being on 3 December. It dealt with applications for relief 
that needed immediate attention. As well as setting up this committee the Council 
joined the Mayor of Christchurch in asking char all local bodies petition the central 
government for a grant co relieve the acute distress caused by the influenza 
epidemic. Coming as it did at the end of the war the epidemic left a number of 
families in straightened circumstances. Throughout the war some families had 
struggled along on the army's meagre pay supplemented by whatever the family 
could earn. As a consequence, when the 'flu struck, many families did not have 
enough reserves co support themselves. 

In the Mayor's report special mention was made of the work of Doctor 
J.H.Crawshaw. Throughout the time of the epidemic with the exception of three 
or four days, the doctor worked entirely on his own in caring for the district. During 
the most critical days the doctor was available twenty four hours a day for the most 
serious cases. It was a wonder to the townspeople that Doctor Crawshaw was able 
co stand the physical strain of situation. He certainly gave all his attention co the 
care of those suffering from the flu. 

The Woollen Mill, as the largest employer in the district during the epid­
emic, reported char it did nor have many casualties. Better health was assisted 
by a management decision instituting a daily scrub out of the facrory 
with disinfectant. The other large employer, the Freezing works , was not in 
operation at the time of the outbreak of the epidemic although, because of the 
problem, the chairman postponed the December direccors' and shareholders' 
meetings. 

With the influenza epidemic following so closely at end of the First World 
War it is understandable chat there seemed to be so little delight in the 
community at the prospect of returning co peace. The energies of the cownsfolk 
were switched, almost without warning, from supporting their lads in battle to 
surviving a deadly disease themselves. By the time the convalescent hospital 
closed on 23 December the community appeared to want to rest and recover rather 
than co celebrate. 

The organizational skills ofJ.H.Blackwell evident during his mayoral terms and 
his fight co have the freezing works sired in Kaiapoi, were put co the rest during the 
campaign against the 'flu virus. He initiated the steps taken by the community to 
minimise the effect ofrhe disease. These steps were taken as soon as it was realised 

200 

4 

chat the situation was serious. However, even with all the precautions and the 
planning, seventeen people died in Kaiapoi during the epidemic. As the I 916 
population stood at 1560 this represents a death rate of just under eleven per 1,000 
people. The North Canterbury statistics show that only Amberley exceeded this 
death rate. (20) 

Nurses 011d Docror Cmwshaw.• 011/side Tech11ical School b11ildi11gs 11sed os a hospiral d11ri11g /9 /8 i11f!11e11zo 
epidemic - co11rlesy Koiapoi Jl/11se11111 

These figures raise ome intriguing questions. Firstly it is feasible chat the 
death rate might have been higher if the cown had nor been organized co 
meet the needs of the situation. The obvious reason for the comparatively high 
number of deaths in Kaiapoi was that it was a rown and therefore 
the inevitable contact between victims and healthy people required to spread 
the illness was easier. Even at the time, however, it was noticed that the ' flu 
seemed co be worse in the country areas than in the cowns and certainly the 
statistics bear out chat assumption. The comparison between the Kaiapoi 
death race and the Rangiora death rare shows that the latter rate was about halfrhar 

20) ibid , p200 
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of Kaiapoi. The 1916 popu lation of Rangiora was 1808 and the 9 deaths attributed 
to the epidemic computed into a rate of just under five per 1000. 

The statistics for North Canterbury show that there was one registered Maori 
death during the epidemic out of a 1916 population of 145. It is unlikely that this 
single death was the only one attributable to the epidemic. Although the statistics 
for Maori throughout New Zealand for this period are sparse, sufficient exist to 
indicate that the death rate for Maori was much higher than that of Pakeha and it 
is reasonable to assume that more than one Kai Tahu person died from the disease . 

The other characteristic of the ' flu was that it seemed to be most viru lent in the 
you ng and health y. This attribute cou ld explain why country people were more 
vulnerable to the disease and could well explain why Kaiapoi's population suffered 
such a high death rate. 

Whatever the reason for the high rate in Kaiapoi, that number of deaths in the 
community in addit ion co those who died during the war was a significant 
proportion of the population. In effect Kaiapoi lost a generation and it took at least 
anothe r generation for the survivors of this double traged y to come to terms with 
the implications of what had happened . 

In April 1919 a postscript was added co the burdens of many of the families 
affected by the ' flu. Doccor Crawshaw reported co the Borough Council that several 
of the patients of the Technical School Hospital had been sent accounts for their 
care during the emergency. It had been underscood at the time that no charge 
would be made. The Council wrote co the Hospital Board asking for an explana­
tion. The Board replied in May, expressing its view that patients were expected co 
pay for their care unless they could show evidence of an inability co pay. In the face 
of this there was little the Borough Council could do co write off the accounts of 
those patients who had received them. 

The coming of the twentieth century saw the establishment ofKaiapoi as a bi ue 
co ll ar workers' cown. The Woollen Mill continued co be the biggest employer in 
the town but it was joined midway through the second decade by the Freezing 
works. These two establishments created a camaraderie among their workers that 
is difficult to explain. To outsiders, those who lived and worked in Kaiapoi were 
different. It maybe that the suspicion between Kaiapoi and the surrounding 
comm unities grew from this time when so many in the town were engaged in blue 
co ll ar work. 

The early years of the twentieth century were also characterised by a notable 
willingness on the part of the town's leaders to adopt the latest technological 
111novat1ons co the town. The town was the longest estab li shed Pakeha cown in 
North Canterbury. The pride that the town 's leaders took in the sp lendid devel­
opment their area was evident in the way they wanted the town to be promoted. 
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Chapter Eight: 

PEACE, PROGRESS, POVERTY AND WAR. 

T he end of the "war to end al l wars" created an ambivalence about the future. 
On the one_ hand there was a general feeling of optimism characterized by 
the determ111at1on of all peoples to get on vvith their li ves and with com­

merce. Th is was particularly important for New Zealand in that trade for primary 
products looked especially promising. War-devastated Europe was clamouring for 
baste food- stuffs. New Zealand was ideally positioned to meet that call and suppl y 
much of what was required. 

On the other hand there was deep regret and an enormous sense of loss. There 
was a determination co preserve for future generations the memories of those 

Kaiapoi rraffic bridge decorated for peace ce/ebrario11s I 9 I 8, looki11g south. Fire S1ario11 011 /efr 
- courtesy Kaiapoi Jlfuse11111 
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who had lost their lives. In July 1919 the Borough Council placed on record 

its gratitude at the signing of the Peace Treaty and its deep appreciation of 

the heroism and sacrifice of the Allies who had made such a viccorious 

peace possible. However such sentiments seemed co evoke a hollow ring in 

view of the considerable sacrifices chat the small Kaiapoi community had 

made. Thirty five of the one hundred and seventy soldiers who went from 

the district were killed. The Patriotic Committee did not want those men forgotten 

and wished co have a permanent memorial erected for them. 
At a public meeting held in July 1919 the Committee received over­

whelming support for the building of a memorial hall. The Patriotic Com­

mittee pledged co raise, itself, two thousand pounds of the estimated cost of 

seven thousand pounds for the project. The meeting asked the committee to 

make the necessary arrangements with the Waimakariri Harbour Board to establish 

a site for the hall. The committee was also empowered to seek Council per­

mission co build a hall. Unfortunately this initial enthusiasm was not sustained. 

By March 1920 the War Memorial Committee had decided to rescind the 

resolution to build a memorial hall. In the opinion of the committee, a more 

fitting memorial would be a statue of a private soldier of the Expeditionary 

Force. 
The statue was to be sited on the riverbank between the traffic bridge and 

the band rotunda. A Christchurch sculptor, W.T.Trethewey, was com­

missioned to produce the statue. By January 1921 Trethewey had formed a 

model and had advised the Council chat he was awaiting the arrival of scone 

from Italy. The model was duly submitted to the Council and the work 

proceeded. The statue was completed in time to be unveiled on Anzac Day 

1922. 
The Kaiapoi memorial statue is a striking monument with a poignant and 

haunting quality. The soldier is looking co his left and into the middle distance. He 

has a strained and careworn face, carries a fixed bayonet and is leaning on a broken 

gun carriage wheel. The statue captures the futile nature of war in a way chat no 

words could ever do. It brilliantly records and reinforces the sizeable contribution 

that Kaiapoi made to the war effort. 
Another reminder of the sacrifice and of the sense of viccory 

that all communities in ew Zealand shared was the presentation from 

the government of war trophies. In March 1920, notification was received in 

the town from Major Ross, the commander of No 9 Group of the ew 

Zealand Defence Forces, that there were one hundred and fifty machine 

guns captured by Canterbury units ready for distribution to local bodies 

in the Canterbury military district. The Council was asked how many it 

would like. In reply the Council intimated that if it were possible it would like to 

have the one captured by Lieutenant H.Ellen's company. This first request 

was ignored by Major Ross who replied in September that the town had 

been allocated four guns. The Council decided to direct its request for Lieu­

tenant Ellen's gun to the Defence Department. In February 1921 Corporal 

W. Reynolds informed the Council that three guns had been despatched to Kai-
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apoi and chat enquiries were being made to confirm that Ellen's gun was among 

chem. 
The distribution of war trophies played a positive part in the process of 

healing chat needed to cake place after the war. The trophies offered tangible 

evidence chat the country belonged co the victorious side. This was some 

modest compensation for the trauma chat the war had imposed on the Kaiapoi 

Unveiling of war memorial 
Bad.,,-ow WH. Chilrls, R. D111111 , J. Hurst,-, F. Thom 
Middle row, J.B. Yellowlees, R. Evans,-, H. Trousselot, -, - , 

Reverend IV.B. Seo// (i11 1111ifom1), TR. Leithead, 
Fro11t Row, H. McIntosh,-, J.H. 8/r,ckwell (Mayor 1916-23), C.H. 

Wright (Tow11 Clerk),-, 

of the strong pose-war economic conditions. 

community. 
As with any trau­

matic experience, Kai­
apoi in the 1920's had to 
learn co put the war be­
hind it and gee on with 
the business of living. It 
seemed chat life was 
pretty good. The return 
of the soldiers, hungry for 
a normal life, created an 
unprecedented demand 
for peace time goods. As 
production had generally 
been geared cowards the 
war effort this demand 
was largely unsatisfied 
and the inevitable conse­
quences of supply and 
demand determined chat 
prices of commodities 
rose. The prices paid in 
the international market 
for the ew Zealand pri­
mary products of wool, 
meat and dairy products 
rose at a phenomenal race 
in the three years after 
the end of the war. It was 
a boom time. Peace, it 
seemed, brought prosper­
ity. Kaiapoi was ideally 
placed to cake advantage 

The Kaiapoi Woollen Mill was perfectly situated to exploit the economic 

growth. The directors of the company, however, found the economic signals a little 

confusing. The immediate problem faced by the directors in 1919 was the sudden 

rise in price of wool. Coupled with this was a recognition that the old economic 

order was changing. The collapse of the moribund Tsarist regime of Russia and its 
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replacement by a Bolshevik system indicated co the directors of the mill that 
dramatic changes were occurring in both the economic and the political spheres. 

· The directors adopted a positive attitude in the annual report of 1919 and 
indicated that sooner or lacer every person would be entitled co his dues. In taking 
this view the Board examined the situation carefully and adopted some forward 
looking management practices. One of the first steps was co establish an Employ­
ees' Committee and in doing this the Board followed and adapted pare of a model 
created in Britain by the Whitley Council. Also known the Joint Industrial Council, 
the Whitley Council grew out of a concern with the apparent breakdown of 
industrial relationships. Presided over by J.H.Whitley the Investigating Commit­
tee exam ined the problem for three years between 1916 and 1919 and brought 
forth a number of recommendations. Its main proposal was for joint councils of 
representatives of management and labour co be sec up co promote better industrial 
relations wichi n each workplace. This system found favour with the direccors of the 
Woollen !\Jill. 

The Employees' Committee at the Woollen Mill was appointed by the workers 
and had the cask of presenting the problems of workers co the directors. A 
significant departure from the Whitley recommendation was chat there was no 
attempt co make the Employees' Committee a joint system of management and 
labour. The Board, however, acknowledged chat the Whitley system ought co 
become universal. 

Accommodating the concerns of industrial workers had always been a feature 
of labour relations in Kaiapoi. This was based on practical considerations. After the 
war, the added feature of fear by employers chat the Bolshevik revolution may 
spread throughout the world if there was no attempt co look co the concerns of the 
workforce, motivated most of chem co search for ways co improve their workers' 
conditions The directors of the Kaiapoi Woollen Mill were not immune co such 
concerns. The directorate, in a further effort co improve the lot of the workers at che 
mill, decided co establish an Employees' Welfare Fund. The Fund was seen as a 
way of commemorating che peace as well as assisting che workers. le followed a 
precedent sec in che early yea rs of che company when Isaac Wilson sec up a fund 
co pay workers compensation if chey were ill or injured ac work. From ics begin­
ning , wich a donation from che company of one thousand pounds, the Welfare 
Fund was able co subsidise a Welfare Society which ran a weekly, free medical 
clinic. In addition a deposit syscem was inscituced for a superannuation scheme 
where each deposit attracted seven percent interest computed monthly. Each of 
chese programmes was designed co forestall industrial unrescac che mill and in chis 
chere was some success. However, che directors were soon co have some problems 
chac were not within cheir control. 

During 1921 it was reported that the company had found export markers for ics 
rugs in the Un iced Scates, Canada, France, Spain and the South American repub­
li cs. The mill was working all shifts and those who wanted a job were readily able 
co obtain one. But within the space of one year the outlook was completely 
reversed. High prices for wool had continued. There was a consequent rise in price 
for the goods produced by the Woollen I ill. At the same time cheaper goods were 
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being imported. During 1921-1922 foreign goods co the value of man y of millions 
of pounds sterling poured into the country undercutting prices in general and the 
profitability of the mill in particular. The direccors imposed a regime of financial 
stringency on the mill. The factory was forced co cut down on shifts and many 
workers found themselves on part time work. 

ocwichstanding the increasingl y difficult times, che company did expand the 
facilities for its scaff. In 192 t the company decided co provide a hos eel for the 
women workers whose homes were out of Kaiapoi. \Vhen this was fir t discussed 
che directors felt chat the ideal position would be co provide hostels for both men 
and women. The financial situation however deemed chac idea impractical. The 
directors settled instead on a hostel for women. Women workers could then be 
assured of comfortable lodgings and the benefit of the companionship of other 
women. The Young Women's Christian Association (Y.W.C.A.) was approached co 
ascertain whether it was willing co cake charge of the hostel if the company provided 
the building. As this venture was a first for New Zealand, the Y.W.C.A. cook a little 
convincing chac ic would be successful. In the end it agreed co trial che scheme. 

The \Vi/lows, C.H. Blt1dwell's l,0111e, wl,icl, bect1111e 1/,e \Vool!C11 Mill's l,ostel for women - courtesy Koiapoi 
Museum 

In order co complete its part of the agreement, che company bought a 
house previously belonging co the lace G.H.Blackwell in Charles Street, in 
whac was described as che besc part ofKaiapoi. The house, a large one wich twelve 
rooms, was sec in cwo acres of grounds and had an asphalt tennis court as well 
as ocher facilities for healthy and proper amusement. The hall, scair-vay and siccing 
room were carpeted. There were comfortable furni hings in the sitting room 
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which had, in addition, a piano. The variety of pictures on the walls were selected 

by ].Jamieson of Christchurch. There were twenty two beds available in the hostel 

all of which were covered with blankets and rugs made at the mill. Although the 

hostel was known as the Mill Hostel and young women working at the mill had a 

special claim for admission, the rules and regulations of the hostel were sec by the 
Y.\V.C.A. 

The hostel was opened on 3 September 1921. At the opening, the chairman of 

the company, J.A.Froscick, thanked the women's committee for working so hard 

to gee the hostel ready. The women's committee was composed of women already 
well experienced in this type of work through their efforts during the 1918 

Influenza Epidemic. They were l'Vlesdames G.Bowron, A.Kaye, T.R.Leichead, 

J.H.Blackwell and Miss Law. Mrs Bowron was the Y.W.C.A.'s representative on 
the committee. 

The provision of the hostel was a recognition by the company and, co a lesser 

degree, the community, chat the war had changed social perceptions. It was 

no longer a scandal for ordinary young women co seek paid employment away 

from their homes. However, in the dichotomy that often results from social 
change, there had co be certain guarantees in order co make the situation 

attractive to both the women and their families. Seen as vulnerable by society 

in general, young women had co be categorically assured of proper care once they 

had left home. The provision of a supervised hostel served just chat function. It 

may be viewed as indicative of foresight on behalf of the company, but essen­

tially it was a pragmatic response co avoid potential embarrassments chat the 

less disciplined times of the pose war years promoted. In his opening day 

speech Froscick emphasized that the parents of the young women living in 

the hostel could have great confidence in the Y.W.C.A. and its management. It 

was also a relief co the directors co know that the Y.W.C.A. had control of the 
hostel.( 1 > 

In the next year, following the success of the women's hostel, the company 

decided to acquire property for a men's hotel. It was decided co purchase Richard 

Evans ' property. The original house was sound although the latter additions at the 

back were borer-invested. There was room in the house for thirty men and staff and 
there was plenty of room in the grounds co build additional workers' cottages. The 

logical seep for the directors was co approach The Young Men's Christian Associa­

tion (Y.M.C.A.) co supervise the men's hostel under the same conditions chat the 

Y.V·/.C.A. had agreed co assume responsibility for the women's hostel. Initially the 

Y.M.C.A. was even more reluctant than the Y.W.C.A. co become involved in 

supervision of the hostel. After some negotiations the organisation agreed co 

become responsible for the hostel for an annual fee of fifty pounds on the condition 

that the hostel was fully furnished. 
Over the Christmas New Year period of 1922-1923 the Y. W.C.A. rather than the 

Y.M.C.A. rented it for use as a summer camp. In January 1923 it was decided co 

dispose of the fruit from the "Ty-coed" orchard at the best possible price and co 

(!) ThePressS.9.1921.p. 2. 
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engage Ford and Hadfield co lee the property. The time was obviously not right for 

the establishment of a men's hostel. It may have been chat a decision by Blackwells 

to convert its old shop into a boarding house at this time meant chat the Kaiapoi 

market for accommodation for single men was saturated. 
In common with the directorate of the Woollen Mill the management of 

Black we I l 's score had difficulties in interpreting the roller-coaster economics of the 

early 1920's. It was also a time for new adjustments for the Blackwell family. When 

he started work in the score in 1914 H.H . Blackwell was the third generation of the 

family co come into the business. In 1915 he joined Ballantynes in Christchurch for 
a few months co gain experience in another shop. Howeverat this time H.H. Blackwell 

did not appear co have his heart in the business. He was more interested in flying. 

As soon as he was old enough and able co gain admission co Walsh Brothers' Flying 

School in Auckland Blackwell left Kaiapoi co train as a pilot. On completion of his 

training in Auckland Blackwell went co England where he gained a commission as 

Flighc-Lieucenant. After some further training in England he flew with the Royal 
Flying Corps in France for two years until the end of the war. H.H. Blackwell 

returned co Kaiapoi in June 1919 where he restarted his career in the shop. At the 

same time he had to make an adjustment co civilian life chat was not always easy. 

His father, J.H.Blackwell, was still very much in charge. Ac times this must have 

rankled with the younger Blackwell who had become accustomed, in his flying 

career, to making the decisions. 
The first three years after the end of the war were a boom time for the score. 

Unlike the Woollen Mill the score was not affected by the flooding of the 

market with cheap imported goods. In face the opposite was true. The bus­

iness flourished and so much so chat it was decided co build a new score. The 

old building, in its location at the corner of Black and Hilton Streets, was seen 

co be a little removed from the main development of the commercial district of 

the town. Consequently a site on the corner of High and Raven Streets was 

purchased from David Brown. This site had a large boarding house and shops 
on it which were demolished co make way for Blackwell's new score. The 

Christchurch architectural firm of J.S. and M.J. Guthrie, designed a handsome two­

storied brick and plaster building which dominated the landscape. It was 

constructed by W.Williamson of Christchurch who had incidentally been the 

contractor who had worked on the Freezing works. The ground floor was in 

three main sections. The drapery division included dress, silk, hosiery, man­
chescer and fancy departments as well as a ladies' boot department. There was 

a large show room co the rear of the drapery section which displayed spring 

millinery at the time of the official opening. The second division comprised 

the men's mercery with a men's and boys' boot department. The divisions 

were completed with a grocery including crockery, hardware and seed depart­

ments. The grocery counter ran the full length of one side. The provision 
counter was highlighted by a marble cop and white tile surround. In addition co 

these supplies the shop provided pastries and confeccionary from its bake­

house. The cop storey of the new Blackwell's score contained a furniture show­

room, a dressmaking workroom and fitting rooms, a score room, a rest room for the 
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staff and a tearoom. In addition, the general office as well as J.H. Blackwell's private 
office, was located on the top floor. 

Blackwell's store was outfitted with the most up-to-date techno logy. Each 
department was connected to the cash office at the rear of the building by a rai lway 
cash system. This meant that all transactions were centrally controlled with no 
department being responsible for the management of the daily cash flow. The 
electrical lighting and the radiator heating, installed by G.W. Davies and Company 
of Dunedin, gave the shop interior a very modern appearance. 

The section upon which the shop stood ran through to Hilton Street allowing 
the business to build a new two storey bakehouse next door. This also allowed for 
the shifting of the large iron grocery bulk sto re onto the section from an old site in 
Hilton Street. 

Understandably the opening of the new Blackwells in September 1921 was a 
notable occasion. This was particularly so for it coincided with the fiftieth anniver­
sary of the founding of the company. The double celebration was marked by a 
reception in the shop and a euchre tournament hos red by Mr and Mrs J. H. Blackwell. 
The only sad note to the evening was brought about because Annie Blackwell was 
unable to be present due to ill-health. 

Blackwells was nor to be immune from the economic vagaries experienced by 
the Woollen lill. All looked well for the business until l 923 when prices for 
primary products slumped. J.H.Blackwell reported that the burst of the inflation 
bubble hit with little warning. Wholesale and retail imported and manufactured 
goods were especially hard hit with some prices falling by half overnight. (2) This 
meant that the prices for goods already in the store had to be cut in order to sell. A 
shop such as this, as with many businesses in this period, could not afford to sustain 
losses. In order to make up a little ground a number emp loyees had to be dispensed 
with. These added to the growing numbers of unemployed in the district. The 
sudden decline in profitability was all the more acute for Blackwells in that the 
business had just committed itself to a major reorganization characterised by the 
new shop and bakehouse. 

The other major employer in the town, the Freezing works, suffered the same 
problems as both the Woollen lill and Blackwell's store. The year after killing 
commenced the works expanded its cold store facilities to carer for one hundred 
thousand ca rcases. In order to encourage this development the government 
provided a pound for pound subsidy for the construction. From the rime of the 
construction of the new cold store until the end of the First World War the company 
went from strength to strength. In 1919 the volume of stock was such that the works 
did not have sufficient processing capacity. The works responded to this situation, 
initially, by restricting the numbers of cattle it killed. In an effort to overcome the 
problem during the off season the company decided to make further additions to 
the killing board and the cold storage facility. For the second time in four seasons 
the works expanded. High prices for primary products immediately after the war 
as well as the increased volumes meant gains for the works. 

(2) Blackwell, J.H., Tht Stol)' of 8/nrkr,·,ll's Stom pi 2. 
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Ar the Shareholders ' Annual Meeting in 1921 some of the shareholders com­
plained that the suppliers were missing out on the higher prices for their products 
at the end of the season. However it was explained that the company cou ld not 
afford to have a floating price because it cou ld not plan a sensib le economic 
direction with such a system. One of the directors, Thomas Stone, explained that 
at the beginningofthatscason the company could not gamble with a whole season's 
output. From the Freezing Company's view-point prices had to be stable. If prices 
rose for the company it would be forced to either cease operations or run the works 
at a loss. Either way, according to Stone, the shareholders would lose. However 
there seemed to be no account taken of the fact that while the prices received by 
the works for the carcasses were higher the costs of production remained at the early 
season level. All businesses during this period were run on very controlled budgets 
which strived always to return a profit. A controlled budget did nor make it possible 
to take into account the fluctuations in price for a product throughout the season. 
The North Canterbury Sheep farmers' Co-operative Freezing Export and Agency 
Company Limited was no different from any other business and inevitably 
adopted the same course for its budgeting. 

Working in the Freezing works at that time was a very different experience to 
that of the present day. The modern concept of the chain and specialised mass 
production had not been developed. Each animal was slaughtered and its carcase 
dressed by a single operator. All employees in the works had to be highly skilled 
slaughrermen and/or butchers . Although each man had a variety of jobs to perform 
the work was hard and unrelenting. A kill quota had to be met and this often 
involved working long hours especially during the peak of the season. 

The annual reports of the company for the years from 1918 to 1924 give 
evidence of growth for each year except 1922 when there was a sudden dip in the 
prices it received for all its products. There was a consequent reduction in salaries, 
office expenses and directors' fees suggesting that a ba lance in the accounts during 
the 1922 season could only be met by a sharp reduction in working expenses. A 
changed balance date from August to September created a thirteen month year for 
the 1922 accounts, but it was noted with disappointment that of the thirteen 
months, seven were unproductive. The company still managed to pay out a six per 
cent dividend to its shareholders. The following year, 1923, was also recorded as 
being a difficult for although prices were high a shortage of stock resulted in 
decreased earnings. Diversification was seen to be an answer to some extent. The 
1923/24 season found the company killing pigs for both the export and domestic 
markers. By 1924 it seemed that the "wobb le" in the economy was we ll and truly 
over. The works expanded once again to accommodate the higher number of pigs 
being offered for slaughter. It seemed that the works could do no wrong. The 
company's brand was gaining a good reputation on the Smithfield market and 
profits for the year were comparable to all the previous years except 1922. 
Notwithstanding the improvement the difficult economic period during 1922 was 
to have some lasting effects on the town. 

Although all of these businesses were fundamentally sound and profitable and 
the sharp downturn was only experienced for a short time, some alarm bells 
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sounded in those organisations in the Kaiapoi community that were concerned 
with the social welfare of their members . The most vocal among these was the 
newly formed Returned Soldiers Association (R.S.A.). The Kaiapoi branch was 
estab li shed in June 1918 after a meeting called and presided over by W.H.Stark . 
The chief concern of the R.S.A. in Kaiapoi was with the we lfare of those men 
returning from active se rvice. The branch, in common with all other branches in 
New Zealand, strove to settl e the ex-soldiers back into some sort of normality after 
the horrific experiences many men had endured during the war. The Kaiapoi 
Branch became very act ive in promoting employment among its members by 
speaking frequently with the Borough Council and other employers in the district. 
In June and July 1921 the organization negotiated with the Council over the 
employment of ex-soldiers. In June the Repatriation Officer wrote to inform the 
Counc il that there were a number of ex-soldiers out of work in the district and to 
request that it assist with the situation. This ap peal was followed in July with a 
formal request from the Kaiapoi Branch to the Council expressing the wish that 
priority be given to returned soldiers for casua l labouring jobs. The Council was 
ab le to assure the Association that it would respond as requested. 

By June 1922 other voices were joining that of the R.S.A. in seeking to rectify 
unemployment. During that month the secretary of the orth Canterbury Unem­
ployment Committee requested the Council to put as much work as possible in 
hand so that those the committee represented could have work during the difficult 
winter months. The committee followed this up by a deputat ion by two of its 
members, Messrs Fielder and Black, to the Council endorsing the need for work 
in the com munity. The newly formed Beautifying and Burgesses' Association 
suggested to the Council that it could provide a pound for pound subsidy on the 
money collected by the Returned Soldiers Association on Poppy D ay to set up a 
fund to relieve unemployment. The R.S .A. supported the idea and suggested that 
the Council and the Assoc iation administer the fund . 

The Council undertook initiatives of its own. It wrote to the govern­
ment requesting subsidisation of the Counci l's scheme to plant pious insignus 
and marram grass on the seaside reserves with the use of unemployed labour. 
The government decl ined this request and in so doing opened up the debate 
on which authority, local or national, had responsibility for the Beach Reserve 
land. 

If the response from the government to the Council's request for a subsidy was 
disappointing then the local community response must have given the unem­
ployed some hope for their future situation. A joint committee was set up to 
investigate the problems experienced by the unemployed and endeavoured to 
procure work for them. The committee consisted of the chairman of the Waimakariri 
Harbour Board, the president of the Returned Soldiers Association, the acting 
secretary of the Beautifying and Burgesses' Association, the chairman of the 
Works ' Committee, the Mayor and the Town Clerk. This initiative and those 
promoted locally ensured that the community coped more than adequately with 
the difficult 1922 period. However by 1923 a recovery had begun. In the latter yea r 
the larger employers in Kaiapoi began to re-employ and the immediate difficulties 
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had been overcome. Generally the period was characterised by a response which 
was quick and practical and represented the nature ofKaiapoi at the time. This was 
coupled with the Christian and especially the Wesleya n ethic of care for one's 
neighbours demonstrating that even in the brash 1920's Kaiapoi adhered to its old 
values. 

The experience of the 1918 influenza epidemic revealed a need for a public 
health nurse for the district. In order to care for and protect the more vulnerab le 
members of the Kaiapoi district it was realized that such a person was essential. 
Prompted by this view the women's organizations in the town decided to request 
a public nurse for the district. In June 1921 the secretary of the Methodist Ladies 
Gui ld forwarded a copy ofa resolution, passed ata meetingof6June, to the Council. 
The Gui ld considered that it was essentia l th at the area had the services of a district 
nurse . The resolution emphasized that if the Council was willing to inaugurate a 
scheme to finance a nurse then the Guild would assist in raising that finance. The 
Council responded positively with Counci llor (Dr) Crawshaw empowered to 
collect the relevant information for such a scheme. On receipt of this information 
the Council was to investigate the matter itself. At the following meeting of the 
Council, Councillor Crawshaw advised once a need had been shown for a district 
nurse then the Council should favour it. Counci llor Crawshaw indicated that he was 
prepared to meet with the Methodist Ladies Guild and discuss the matter further. 
It was also recommended that the Mayor should call a public meeting ro discuss the 
project. However, there must have been some needless delay, at least in the 
view of the Ladies Gui ld , for in August of that year the Guild rook a deputation ro 
the Council ro request the holding of a public meeting for the purposes of 
employing a nurse for the borough and surrounding district. A meeting was held 
and a further deputation met the Council in November 1920. At that meeting the 
Council agreed ro bear the costs of distributing circulars and co ll ecting guarantees 
of support from each household ro obtain an accurate indication of support for a 
district nurse. Although the need had been identified by the Methodist Ladies 
Gui ld there was no widespread community support for such a scheme and the idea 
was dropped. 

Housing became a vital concern of the Council in the 1920's . The economic 
maelstrom of the immediate aftermath of the First World War gave rise to issues 
of unemployment and of public health . These were capable of relatively straight 
forward solutions compared with the provision for housing. This issue was more 
complex especially in the context of financial and social requirements. 

In June 1920 the Council rook the innovative step of forming a housing 
committee. The committee was charged with the responsibility of ensuring that 
there was adequate housing available in Kaiapoi to satisfy the present needs as well 
as those of the future. At that time the government was offering help w ith housing 
schemes. The Kaiapoi Borough Council app lied for aid from the government 
housing scheme. The new Member of Parliament for the district, David Jones, 
dealt with the matter in August 1920 intimating to the Council that the government 
would consider that ten houses was the maximum number allocated to Kaiapoi 
from the quota of money available for the region. The Council, however, insisted 
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chat eighteen houses should be built co fulfil the need for housing in Kaiapoi and 
chat the block of land for chem should be purchased immediately. 

Towards che end of August the Council received a further letter from the local 
Member of Par! iament scaci ng chat the government was prepared, after all, co bui Id 
eighteen houses, provided the price of construction was satisfactory. le indicated 
that Kaiapoi builders were being approached and chat it would be an excellent idea 
if the Council would consider combined action with the government in order co 
lower the cost of the scheme. aching further was heard of the scheme until April 
1921 when the Prime Minister formally advised the Council chat land for a housing 
scheme had been purchased in September and that tenders for the erection of a 
number of houses on the site had been called. Only one tender was received and 
chat was in excess of the Housing Department's estimate of the cost. The Prime 
M iniscer expressed some disappointment and indicated that if a satisfactory tender 
was not received from a Kaiapoi builder then it would consider employing one of 
the builders constructing workers ' cottages in Christchurch co build suitable 
houses in Kaiapoi. Obviously, in the government's view, the Kaiapoi Borough 
Council was not helping the scheme by ensuring chat a Kaiapoi builder came up 
with an appropriate price for the construction of houses. 

At the Council's first meeting in September 1921 it was resolved co write co the 
government co explain that there was an urgent need for houses in the borough and 
co enquire when construction would commence on the houses chat had been 
proposed. The response, which came nor from the Prime Minister as previously, 
but from the Department of Labour indicated chat due co financial stringency the 
government had been forced co suspend che erection of further dwellings for che 
present. The Council was in a dilemma. The need for housing was clearly evident 
but the means by which it could be obtained were complicated and out of reach of 
the Council. Once again the Council sought help through the local Member of 
Parliament. In October Jones advised the Council chat he had contacted the 
Superintendent of the Advances co Settlers Department and had received an 
indication chat the Department was willing co lend the Council five thousand 
pounds at five and a half per cent interest race co proceed with the development. 
There was further encouragement from the Superintendent who advised chat if the 
Council cook up the loan his Department would be willing co consider a further five 
thousand pound loan, the following yea r. David Jones had approached the Minister 
of Labour and had obtained an assurance chat the Department was willing co sell 
the land it had acquired in Kaiapoi , for the scheme, co the Council. Furthermore 
the Housing Department was willing co give che Council, free of charge, the plans 
ic had drawn up for the coccages. 

The speed with which this matter was dealt with by the government seemed 
co indicate an eagerness for ic co handover responsibility for housing co the Council. 
The response of the Council was more cautious. le set up a committee composed 
of Councillors Trousseloc, McIntosh and Leichead co go into the maccerchoroughly 
and co report at a lacer dace. The face chat the Council did not give this committee 
a definite dace by which co report back indicates chat, although the need for housing 
was evident the Council was going co cake a prudent and restrained approach co the 
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government's offer. Ac the fin al Council meeting in ovember the committee 
recommended chat a meeting be held with chose who wished co build houses under 
the scheme co discuss the implications of che proposal. 

This meeting was he ld in December but it did not reveal any desire on che part 
of the public co undertake immediate seeps co construct the houses. aching more 
was heard of the scheme until 1923. 

In 1923 the housing scheme was revived. Several factors combined co make the 
timing more propitious. Firstly the country had recovered from the financial 
problems that it had experienced in the 1922 period. Second ly in the same period 
the government had transferred all its housing projects co the newly established 
State Advances Department. In Kaiapoi the change oflocal Member of Parliament 
co the Honourable D av id Buddo was helpful. Although Jones had seemed co do 
much co advance the cause of a housing scheme in Kaiapoi it appeared that he was 
unable co manipulate the system co the benefit of his constituency in quite the 
same way that the wil y Buddo, with all his experience, was able co do. The last 
factor was the substantial flood of May 1923 which put additional strain on the 
already screeched housing pool in Kai apo i. 

At a meeting of the Kaiapoi Borough Council on 12 June 1923 the Mayor, 
J. H. Blackwell, moved that the government should be asked co consider construct­
ing houses on the land ic already owned in the Borough. It was co be pointed out 
co the government that the flood had aggravated the acute housing shortage in 
Kaiapoi . In effect the Council was asking for Buddo 's help in order co obtain che 
assistance it needed co ease che housing shortage in the township. 

By July Buddo was able co present the Council with a letter from the liniscer 
of Stace Advances. The leccer informed the Council chat a Bill had been introduced 
into the House which would widen the scope of the workers section of the State 
Advances Ace co enable workers co apply for assistance co purchase sections and 
build houses. The Minister felt that this would alleviate the situation in Kaiapoi. 
At a special meeting of the Council in September a resolution seeking che approval 
of ratepayers for a five thousand pound loan was tabled . Confirmation of che 
resolution was obtained in October and thus the Council was ready co cake 
advantage of the amendment co the Seate Advances Act. 

The passage of the amending Bill was completed by October 1923 when Buddo 
was able co advise the Council chat he had written co the Minister of Stace Advances 
co request an early approval of a five thousand pound loan for the borough housing 
scheme. At its next meeting the Council approved the construction plans for the 
workers' houses and began co notify the applicants for chose houses, chat che 
sections were being conveyed co the Council. 

In doing this the Council was adopting what was known as the "Waipukurau 
Scheme. " In June 1923 the Town Clerk of Waipukurau , G.E.Fowler, 
a former resident of Kaiapoi, had written co the Council co explain the system 
which the Waipukurau Council had instituted for its housing scheme. Under 
the system the Council raised five thousand pounds by special order. 
Fowler explained chat the special order was merely formal and did not need the 
consent of the ratepayers. The Council then advertised for applicants for houses. 
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The seven successful applicants were then advanced seven hundred pounds, with 

the Council retaining one hundred pounds co cover legal coses. For their part, the 

applicants were required by the Waipukurau Council co convey their freehold 

sections co it, as a collateral for their loan. The applicants also had co place the plans 

for their houses before the Council. The Council then ca ll ed for tenders, with each 

house being a separate tender. If the tendered price for a house was more than the 

seven hundred pounds allocated, the applicant had the choice of e ithe r finding the 

difference or modifying the plan so chat it did meet the requirements. The 

attraction of the scheme was that the houses built under the scheme were scatte red 

throughout the community and chat each was tailored co the individual needs of 

the applicants. At the time chat Fowler was writing che Waipukurau Counci l had 

built twenty houses under che scheme and was in the process of building another 

seven. (3) In Kaiapoi seven houses were built following che Waipukurau model, 

mosc of which were ready for occu pacion cowards the end of 1923. 

This was che Council's first foray in to che provision of housing for i cs c itizens. 

Notwichscanding che stop-scare nature of the Council housing scheme, over the 

years, from che formation ofche first Housing Committee in 1920, che scheme was 

successfu l in providing much needed housing ac a price chat was affordab le for the 

new owners. 
Ac the same time as the Counci l was grappling with the housing problem che 

Kaiapoi Woollen mills was putting in place a housing programme of its own. Wich 

the pick-up in the economy in 1923 it became obvious co the directors of the 

company that che mill was desperately shore of ski ll ed workers. In June 1923 it was 

noted by the directors that the Kaiapoi mill needed sixty eight more workers. 

Unfortunately it was impossible co obtain that number from the New Zealand 

labour pool. Towards the middle of June the warehouse manager, C.Bowie 

suggested that while the mill manager, Mr Leithead, was in England he could 

recruit workers for Kaiapoi. In che view of the Board of Directors this was a splendid 

idea and in order to make che immigration scheme as successfu l as possible ic asked 

che Reverends Scott and Knight and Mr Kenner of the Y.M.C.A. co form a 

committee to oversee the secclement of any new workers from Britain. The first 

concern of chose gentlemen was the shortage of housing in che borough. Although 

they assured che Board chat they would do al l that was possible, co assist the 

implementation of the scheme they felt that ic would fail if the Board did noc 

add ress the problem of accommodation. 

By the end of July ].H. Blackwell, who had been instructed by the Board at che 

beginning of che month co make inquires into che feasibility of the company 

building workers' cottages, reported back that five roomed cottages could be built 

in Kaiapoi for six hundred and eighty five pounds excluding the price of drainage, 

water and fencing. The Board assented co the plan and called for renders co erect 

five cottages. By 24 August the company had received seven tenders and from 

these ic accepted chat of W.C.Tourell. The acceptance of che render was a logica l 

extension of the company's policy co provide accommodation for its workers, albeit 

(3) Kair,pai Remrd, June 1923. 
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chat wichouc che combination of a severe housing shortage and chc desire co attract 

skil led workers co Kaiapoi, ic is probable that the company wou Id not have vencured 

into the house bu ilding market. 
August 1923 curned ouc co be an eventful month for the Kaiapoi Woollen 

Company. At the 29 August meeting of the directors James Froscick i ndicaced chat 

he wou ld step clown as chairman of the Board after holding chc position for ccn 

years. He was succeeded by J.H.Blackwell. Ac che same meeting the Board 

received a cable from Leichead notifying ic chat he had arrived in Galasheils and 

requesting confirmation of the decision chat he was co recruit workers for the 

company. 
The confirmation Leithead sought was cabled back and he began his recruit­

ment drive. Ic was not as easy as, either che company or Leichead, had imagined, 

to secure workers from the Galasheils area for che mill at Kaiapoi. By December, 

however, he had been able to attract forty workers for che factory . Rather regretfully 

Leithead cab led to the company that there was little hope of attracting hosiery 

workers unless they were guaranteed three pounds a week and chat there was no 

hope ac al l of securing the services of clothing workers. The forty workers chat he 

had managed to recruit were described as factory operatives and chey sailed for 

their new homeland in the "S.S.S11Jfo//.," on 29 November. 

The Board determined that the single women among the forty new arrivals 

would be accommodated at che Y.W.C.A. hostel and the single men at "Ty-Coed". 

Married couples among the group wou Id have special arrangements made for chem 

until their financial position cou Id be worked ouc. All of the recruits wou ld be given 

free accommodation for the first cwo or three day until chey scarred work. 

The five coccages were comp leted by the end of February and ac che completion 

elate two of them had been sold at eight hundred and fifty pounds each chus 

yielding the company a sma ll profit. The other three were so ld over chc next few 

months. The venture into providing housing for the workers ac the factory had been 

satisfactory for both the company and che workers. 

If the Council and the Woollen Company were successful in providing the 

desperately needed houses, chen the Waimakariri Harbour Board was much less 

effective in its aim co have a prosperous pore escablishecl at Kaiapoi. The port 

trade which had been stimulated in the early years of che cencury by the activities 

of John Sims and co a lesser extent by his successor, che Kaiapoi Shipping and 

Trading Company, had faded. The Board had struggled co maintain the port in 

more recent times. The 1913 plan for stabi li sing che entrance co che harbour 

through the construction of a training wa ll had co be abandoned in 191-t as a 

consequence of the outbreak of th e First World War. Furthermore, the Kaiapoi 

Shipping Company ran into trouble when the "Koimh" one ofics cwo ships was lose 

in a storm off th e Greymou eh coast in 1914. Th is left on ly the "1\/0011011" to service 

che port. This, she did, at ever increasing intervals until 1915 when che vessel 

ceased visiting the port a lcogecher. For mosrareas this wou Id have signa l led the end 

of the port buc chis was noc the case for Kaiapoi. The cessation of the "\1'0011011 's" 

visits encouraged a gro up of cit izens to form itself in to the Waimakariri Harbou1 

Improvement League. In doing this it was continu ing che traditional belief in che 
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viability of the port that began with Sewell's observations of che potential of the 

river, as long ago as 1853. 
The League decided to revive the plan to builcl-a training wall. The Waimakariri 

Harbour Board had apparently commissioned a report on the harbour from the 
Government Engineer, F.W.Furkert, which covered seven areas of concern forche 

Board. The report W£1S to give rise to the first instance of lobbying by the League. 

Furkert had been unable to meet the Board ac its regular meeting but he was able 
to be in Kaiapoi on the following day. He met with H.C.Revell and a number of 

other Kaiapoi businessmen whom he subsequently described as vitally interested 
in che question of harbour improvement. He did not meet the members of the 
Harbour Board. In attending the meeting with Furkerc the members of the League 

sought to ginger up the activities of the Board which they viewed, as moribund. 
All seven questions dealt with in Furket's report were relevant to che viability 

of constructing the training wall both from an engineering and a commercial 
perspective. It appeared to the League that once the Harbour Board had received 

the report nothing more would be done. The League therefore, embarked on a 
lively campaign of letter writing, especially to the Kaiapoi Record, and the calling 
of public meetings. Ac a meeting on 22 March 1915 chaired by the president of the 
League, T.R.Leithead, it was decided to run a ticket of League members for the 

forthcoming Harbour Board elections. In addition to this, the League decided to 
begin a vigorous public education crusade to inform people of the advantages of a 
cheap shipping service to the area and of the improved drainage of the flood-prone 

Waimakariri if the wall was built. 
The finance committee of the League under the chairmanship of J.Lowthian 

Wilson did a splendid job in this respect. At the April 1915 meeting of the League, 
the finance committee presented a comprehensive report covering the activities, 
or more correctly in the view of the finance committee, the inactivity of the Board 

since ics inception. In an editorial the day before the committee's report was 
presented, the Kaiapoi Record asked what the Harbour Board had been doing since 
1878. The answer was a resounding" othing!".(4) 

Seung into action by these attacks the Waimakariri Harbour Board wrote to 

the Minister of Marine after its July meeting. In its correspondence, the 
Board outlined the success of the harbour during its lifetime and requested 

a substantial grant to carry out che improvements chat had been recommended 
in the report undertaken by the chief Public Works Engineer for New Zealand 

and supported by the investigation done by Marine Department Engineer 
F.W. Furkerc. In the view of the Board, the improvements would develop 

the natural asset and public uti lity of che harbour thus adding to the productive 

power and consequently the prosperity of a large area of orth Canterbury. (.'i ) 

The letter also explained that the Harbour Board, although it was composed of 
delegates from the Eyre County Council and the Rangiora County Council as well 
as from Kaiapoi Borough Council, had no rating powers and therefore was depend-

(4) Kaiapoi Record 14.4.1915. 
(5) Kaiapoi Record. 7.7.1915. 
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enc on raising revenue from the endowments it had been given at its inception . 

Obviously the Board was inviting the government to enact a set rating area. 
Before it could proceed with a formal request to the government to intro­

duce legislation setting a rating area, the Harbour Board needed to get 

the agreement of all the local authorities, to che notion that improvements were 
needed ac the pore. A conference was called. ot unexpectedly there was 

no agreement with the Harbour Board's suggested improvement plan from 

che delegates representing the Eyre and Rangiora Counties. The delegates did 
not wish to impose a further rating levy on their citizens when it would noc directly 
benefit their respective areas. There was an assumption that an improved harbour 

at Kaiapoi would attract the coal and timber trade from the West Coast. 
This assumption was questioned by one of the Rangiora County delegates, 

Fred Horrell. Horrell was sure chat when the railway link was complete, all coal and 
timber would come into Canterbury through that link, rather than through the 

two bar harbours of Greymouth and Kaiapoi. Horrell also questioned the pro­
jected increa ed use of coal for energy in the region, as there appeared to be 

an increasing use of hydro generated electricity from Lake Coleridge. In both of 

these aspects Horrell was to be proved right, but at the time his questions were 
seen as obstructive by the delegates from Kaiapoi. In fact the September 1915 

conference was only che preliminary skirmish in a battle which continued even 
after the passing of the Waimakariri Harbour and District Empowering Act in April 

1916. 
Horrell also sat on the Lytcelton Harbour Board and he used his position 

there to cast doubts on the plan to have legislation passed to enable the 

Waimakariri Harbour Board to set a rating area. However, his views were opposed 
by the chairman of the Lyttelton Harbour Board, Dr Thacker, who saw 

an improvement to the harbour at Kaiapoi as a means of advancing the cause of 
the Christchurch canal scheme with the ultimate aim of diverting trade from 

Timaru harbour to Lyttelton. This response must have surprised Horrell but it 
did not deter him. He become all the more tenacious in his opposition to the 

proposed Bill. 
At a further conference of the concerned local bodies in October 1915, Horrell 

attempted to have consideration of the proposed Bill put off until a full report had 

been presented to all the ratepayers of the various local bodies at the conference. 
In Horrell's opinion the report ought to contain definite costings of the improve­

ments as well as correctly researched estimates of the benefits chat would accrue 

to the region from such expenditure. Using Lake Ellesmere as an example, Horrell 
also questioned the assumption that the bar wou ld ever be satisfactorily controlled. 

His objections were formulated in an amendment to the original resolution 

proposed by ].H.Blackwell seeking approval for enabling legislation for a rating 

area. The amendment was supported by two members of the Board, James Wright 

and B.Lissaman and the Eyre County delegate, R.O.Dixon. Unfortunately this 
support was not sufficient to pass the amendment and Blackwell's resolution was 

to prevail. This did not occur before a great deal of detailed and often acrimonious 

discussion. 
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Having failed to upser the vote at an official level, Horrell turned his 

artention co gaining as much public support as he could from the ratepayers 

in the Rangiora Riding of the county council. Horrell called a number of 

public meetings at which he presented his original objections co the scheme 

but embellished them with the spectre of increased rates for his constituents for 

the ulrimare benefit of the citizens of the Kaiapoi Borough. He appealed 

to rheir national pride by celling them that the Midland Railway, when 

completed, would be a national asset, contrasting this with the Waimakariri 

Harbour as an asset only for the Kaiapoi district. Horrell was firmly of the 

opinion that wharfages at rhe improved harbour would be coo high co permit 

economic passage of goods. Horrell further stated that the Railways Department 

never overcharged for freightage and only required a small profit to pay for running 

expenses. (6) 

Horrell's campaign gained widespread support in the Rangiora Riding. It 

alarmed the Waimakariri Harbour Improvement League sufficiently for the 

League to issue a pamphlet entitled "Facts/or Ratepayers". The pamphlet outlined 

the steps chat had been taken and the benefits chat would be derived from 

construcrion of the wall and the subsequent increase of rrade on the river. It 

concluded by reassuring the ratepayers of the district that the harbours at Greymouth, 

Westport, Waitara, Wanganui and others had been , only a few years previously, in 

the same position as the Wairnakariri Harbour. With improvements similar to those 

proposed for Kaiapoi they were all viable businesses. 

A petition was presented co the House of Representatives on behalf of Horrell 

and others in the rating area in June 1916. The petition indicated that 

the ratepayers were emphatically against the provisions of the Bill and that 

rhe proposed expenditure under the Bill was an absolute waste of rate­

payers' money. The petitioners declared chat rhe rransport requirements of the 

region were adequately met by the government railways and rhe Port ofLyttelron. 

They requested chat the Bill not be proceeded with. They failed and the Bill was 

passed towards rhe end of 1916. The Act included the Rangiora Borough Council 

as part of the rateable area. This was an odd inclusion as the Borough Council had 

taken no part in the discussions and had nor been part of rhe original plan put 

forward by the Harbour Board. It can only be assumed that by including the 

borough rhe legislarors felt that the numbers of Rangiora ratepayers would balance 

the Kaiapoi vote in any poll taken co approve the raising of a loan to improve the 
harbour. 

In September of rhe following year an amending Bill was introduced by David 

Buddo to exclude the Rangiora Borough Council area from the Waimakariri 

Harbour rating disrrict. During the debate on the second reading of the Bill rhere 

were strong indications chat rhe borough was included to give weighr co any 

dissenting vore from ratepayers in any poll seeking approval for the raising ofa loan. 

The Minister of Internal Affairs, the Honourable G.W.Russell, indicated in the 

(6) TI" S1111, I 5.4 . I916. 
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House chat the people of Rangiora were quite prepared to stay out and char he had 

the authority of the Mayor of Rangiora co express that view. The Member for 

Hurunui, G.W.Forbes, stressed rhe importance for the new Freezing works, ofa 

port at Kaiapoi and that by excluding the Rangiora Borough, the promorers of the 

harbour scheme would be sure that they could get the necessary approval for rhe 

raising of a loan co carry out improvements. In answer co a question from an 

unidentified member abour why the borough was included, Forbes frankly stated 

chat it was put in co kill rhe Bill.m The amendment was passed and so rhe scene was 

ser for rhe loan co be raised and for the works to proceed. 

After all ofrhis was achieved it was subsequently deemed not responsible ofrhe 

Waimakariri Harbour Board co raise a loan co build the training wall because of the 

war effort. Consequently nothing more was heard of the scheme until 1919. The 

matter was raised in a Jeerer published in The Sun newspaper on 4 July, 1919 in which 

the writer asked why nothing had been done about the improvements co the 

harbour. There was no direct response co that enquiry which indicated that not a 

great dea l was happening at all. However, in Ocrober a report was published under 

the name of the chairman of the Harbour Board, W.Doubleday, for the Ways and 

Communications Committee of the CanterbLiry Progress League. The report 

outlined the hisrory of the harbour from 1859 co 1914. Ir came co the same 

conclusion char all other reports made prior co 1914, that when the bar was in a 

sailable and reasonably stable condition then rhe Waimakariri Harbour was an asset 

to North Canterbury. Somewhat pointedly the Doubleday report did nor record an 

outline of the controversy that had dogged the Harbour Board since 1914. Perhaps 

the writer did not think it prudent to reopen old wounds particularly as the 

difficulties were seen in rhe context of fear of domination by the Kaiapoi ratepayers 

over the surrounding district. 
A few months lacer rhe spectre of Christchurch and North Canterbury losing 

port trade to Timaru prompted a correspondence co The Su11 co req uesr a revival of 

the canal scheme. According co one of the correspondents, the l\layor ofChrisrch urch 

had sounded a note of warning about trade in Canterbury when he had heard chat 

the Kaiapoi Freezing works was sending consignments of frozen meat co Timaru 

for exporr. The correspondent, under rhe grand pseudonym of "The Co1111try 's 

Progress", went on co express rhe view chat as the river at Kaiapoi afforded a fine 

harbour it was in rhe besr interests of the province co develop it. (8) This correspond­

ence was followed shorrly thereafter by an article by D.G.Sullivan 1\1.P. 

who postulated that neither the Christchurch canal scheme nor the Kaiapoi 

Harbour improvements were feasible because of rhe continuous depositing of sand 

in Pegasus Bay by the Waimakariri River. His solution was a road tunnel co 

Lyttelron. (9) 

Proponents of the Waimakariri Harbour improvements were not impressed by 

such suggestions. Two Christchurch citycouncillors,J.O.Jameson and F.Burgoyne, 

(7) The Pms, 7.9. 191 7. 
(8) The S1111 , 17.2. 1920. 
(9 ) n,, S1111 , I 9.2.1920. 
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organised a launch trip down the river from Kaiapoi for a group of fifty people. 

The group was made up of representatives from The Canterbury Progress League 

and all the surrounding local bodies from Lyttelcon in the south, Oxford in the 

west and Waipara County in the north. The notable absentees were the dele­

gates from the Rangiora County Council. Their absence was explained as 

an unfortunate oversight when the invitations were sent out. It was hoped by 

Jameson and Burgoyne that most delegates would be impressed by the potential 

of the river and support the Harbour Board in its efforts co revive the training wall 

scheme. Doubleday explained to the delegates chat the Harbour Board had 

requested a re-assessment of the proposal. The Board Engineer, H.F.Toogood, 

had made an examination of the river mouth and concluded chat the scheme was 

still viable even at the increased cost of thirty thousand pounds. o dissenting 

views were presented. All the delegates agreed with Burgoyne when he seated chat 

the transportation of goods by water was superior co rail on the question of cost and 

chat a pore at Kaiapoi would not only benefit chat area but the whole of the 

Dominion. This was the same kind of logic and appeal co national pride chat Horrell 

made when arguing for support of the railway system over an improved port at 
Kaiapoi. 

At the invitation of the chairman of the Wai para County Council, R.Evans, a 

meeting of representatives from all the surrounding local authorities was held in 

Kaiapoi on 22June 1920. The meeting was co decide whether or not co proceed with 
the proposed construction of a training wall at the river mouth and the development 
of the harbour area at Kaiapoi. Evans himself moved: 

"That this gathering of residents of North Canterbury and 
members of local bodies north of the Waimakariri repre­
senting the counties of Cheviot, Amuri, Wai para, Kowai, 
A hley, Oxford, Eyre and Rangiora, the boroughs of 
Rangiora and Kaiapoi and Town Board of Amberley con­
siders chat the development of the Waimakariri harbour for 
coastal trade as an auxiliary co Lyttelcon harbour develop­
ments, will be of great benefit co orth Canterbury; chat we 
approve the Waimakariri Harbour Board's proposals at the 
river mouch and favour the enlarging of the Waimakariri 
Harbour Board district co include the areas 
abovementioned." CIO) 

!\lose of the speakers were in favour of the motion. Only Fred Horrell ounded 

a note of warning. He thought that the estimate of cost would be one hundred 

thousand pounds, if not more, rather than the sixty thousand pounds mentioned by 

most of the speaker . Horrell's objections at this meeting were mild compared with 

his objections during the period before the passing of the Waimakariri Harbour 

District and Empowering Act. Maybe this time he did not have the energy for a 

prolonged fight or maybe he could see chat the weight of numbers was against him 
from the start. 

( I 0) The Pms, 23.6.1920. 
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In October the new Act was passed giving effect co the motion passed at the 

June meeting. The first meeting of the expanded Harbour Board cook place in 

November 1920 with R. Evans elected as chairman. The Board planned to con­

struct the training wall as well as new wharves, a cattle landing, a turning basin and 

it proposed co carry ouc channel improvements. A decision was also made to 

purchase a slip. All of this was estimated co cost seventy thousand pounds. The 

Board subsequently achieved the necessary ratepayer approval for the raising of a 

loan but almost as soon as the poll had been held dissencion among the various local 

bodies began co appear. This led co some of the local bodies withdrawing from the 

scheme and others presenting protests about the coses co the Board. The Board was 

left impotent as far as actually raising the loan was concerned. The whole enterprise 

became so tangled chat by 1924 a Royal Commission was empowered to investigate 
the problem. The Royal Commission reported in July 1924. It recommended that 

all the local bodies be excluded from the Harbour Board racing area apart from the 

Kaiapoi Borough Council. le was not possible for che Borough to raise a loan of the 

magnitude required and so che whole harbour improvement scheme was aban­

doned. 
The despondency in Kaiapoi over this decision was offset by nature providing 

a solution. In lay 1923 there had been a tremendous flood which had resulted 

in the Waimakariri River cutting a new outlet co the sea. The outlet was half a 

mile north of the old one and quite close tO Kairaki. By 1924 this outlet 

had improved co che extent chat the water on the bar was ten and a half feet 

deep ac high tide. The flood had done what the proponen,ts of the training wall had 

hoped co have undertaken with the scheme. Ac the same time the flood 

had provided the evidence so forcibly put by opponents of the scheme, that the 

river could not be crusted co flow in the same bed from year to year. 
The outlet, now naturally provided, encouraged the Kaiapoi Shipping Com­

pany co once again send che "Wootton" co Kaiapoi. early nine years had elapsed 

since che lase visit of the "Wootton". The ship was greeted with much joy by the 
Kaiapoi citizens. On the day ofherarrival the "Wootton" had left Lyccelton at eleven 

o'clock in the morning and had reached the Waimakariri River mouth ac just after 

one in the afternoon. High tide was still a couple of hours away but Captain Larsen 

had wanted co be there in plenty of time in order co observe the signals correctly. 

The beacons on che south spit were easy co pick up but the signal balls on the 

Kairaki side were more difficult co observe. This was because they were black and 

in the intervening years since the lase visit of che "Wootton" a row of pine trees had 

grown up and thus made it difficult co sight the signal balls. However by sailing 

close co the shore the signal could be ascertained and by quarter co three the signal 

was changed from three balls co four indicating that it was safe to navigate the bar. 

The "Wootton" proceeded cautiously over the bar with a sailor positioned amid­

ships with a pole co cake soundings. Right on the bar he reported a depth often feet 

which gave the ship sufficient clearance and although she did couch the boccomjust 

inside the spit no damage was done. 
There was a crowd of people on the sandhills at Kairaki who cheered as the 

"Wootton" went by. A launch embarked from Kairaki carrying members of the 
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I !arbour Board and the l\layor of Kaiapoi , H.l\lclntosh. The official party trans­

ferred from the launc h to the ship and proceeded along the channel which had been 

marked earl ie r in the day by the harbourmastcr, Captain Featherstone. When the 

"l\'0011011" 011 ll'ai111aJ.·11riri Ric•er, ll,11,-I,, O1ris1rh11rrh. photo!(mpher 

- m1111esy Aaiapoi .l/11sm111 

" 1Vootto11 " came in sight 
of the bridge and the 
wharf she let out a whis­
tle which was matched 
by a cheer from the on­
lookers on the bank. She 
berthed at twenty five 
past three, nearly four 
and a half hours after 
leav in g L yccelcon. A 
m1mber of dignitaries 
made speeches. Chief 
a mon g chem was the 
Rangiora representative 
on the Harbour Board, 
Mr J.J .Machews, who 
sa id chat although he had 
been elected co the 
Board opposed to the 
Harbour Improvement 

scheme, what he had just experienced had convinced him chat the scheme was 

credible . On behalfof the ship owners J . H. Blackwell made a req uest chat now the 

bar was navigable ic shou ld be kept chat way. 

l,oatli11gru•her,1 a11tl potatoes 011 "\1'0011011", I .N. Eagle, A"aiapoi. 

photogmpher - ro11r/1•sy K11iapoi .1!11se,,111 
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After the speeches 
had finished the Kaiapoi 
children rushed on board 
followed by the adults. 
One ofche boys who had 
clambered up on to the 
wheelhouse accidentally 
stood on the wire chat 
operated the whistle. He 
got such a frighc at the 
resulting blast from the 
whistle chat he fell off 
the wheelhou e onto the 
crowd below. His fall was 
harmless but it caused a 
greac deal of laughter. 

The joy of the citi­
zens at the reopening of 
the Kaiapoi harbour was 
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to be shortlived. The berthing of the " IVoot/011" in May 1924 was to be the only 

visit chat the ship was able to make to the port. Fred Horrell 's prediction that 

the completion of the Midland railway would kill the shipping trade between 

Kaiapoi and Westland was proved correct. The opening of the Ocira tunnel and 

the replacement of small ships on the coastal trade routes by bigger more economi­

cal ships meant chat it was no longer feasible to use the pore at Kaiapoi. For 

these reasons it was fortunate that the Harbour Board was never able to raise 

the loan to build the training wall. Noe only would it have become a Board 

without a ha rbour, it would have produced a debt chat it could not have 

serviced. 
The yea rs between 1921 and 1923 were remarkable for the number of natural 

disasters that impacted upon the Kaiapoi area. There were two earthquakes. The 

first in 1921 and the second in I 922. There was a flood in 1923 which was rated in 

terms of seve rity, a longside chose of 1868, 1887 and 1905. 

The earthquake in 1921 was felt at 8.45 on the morning of 6 November. le was 

described as very strong and with an ease-west movement. The main shock was 

followed by an aftershock half an hour lacer and another twelve hours later. No 

doubt there were a number of small aftersho cks between the larger ones but none 

of these were recorded. Despite the reported severity of the earthquake very little 

damage ap peared to have occurred. Howeve r some idea of the effect of a sudden 

quake on the population was recorded in The Press. A woman in North Canterbury 

wrote to her mother in Christchurch omlining her experiences. She and her 

husband were about to have breakfast when they felt the shock. They ran outside 

where they found the baby holding on to a box while the bricks of the chimney fell 

about it in all directions. The couple's other children seemed to enjoy the 

experience, their mother reported . They thought it was a joke when they were 

knocked over by the shaking. After the shaking had subsided the family returned 

to the kitchen where they found the tea spilt out of the cups, milk everywhere, 

crockery a ll over the place and the wallpaper ripped from the walls. le seemed thac 

only che pictures on che walls remained intact. The horses were apparently scared 

as they ran abouc che whole day. The dogs barked all through the following 

night.<11 > 
The 1921 shock was not as severe as the one chat struck on Christmas Day 1922. 

This earthquake was felt in the middle of the afternoon and was reported as the 

most severe in the region for twenty years. le noc only damaged buildings and their 

contents but also uprooted trees and caused fissures in the land. The most a larming 

of these fissures occurred at Waikuku Beach. The Press reported chat hundreds of 

people were picnicingat the beach when the quake struck. It tossed a large number 

of cars around and caused fissures to open up in the sand. Sea water rushed out of 

these rifts. This phenomenon was more alarming to the picnicers than the cars 

being tossed about. Although the settlements around Kaiapoi , as well as Rangiora, 

reported extensive damage, Kaiapoi itself appeared to have been only slightly 

affected. The damage was said to be limited to a few chimney tops being shaken 

(1 1) '/1/11•Pn•ss 7. 11 .192 1. p.6. 
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down and ornaments and china broken in various houses.(1 2) In its general report 

on the earthquake The Press commenced that it appeared that 

"the gentler sex seemed more affected by the shock than 

the men. In some cases women rushed from different 

houses and formed huddled groups in the roadway where 

they remained until the tremors had ceased." ( 13) 

Although this type of reporting seems quaint it does indicate the real terror char 

a severe earthquake induces in the population. There is no doubt char some of this 

fear was felt by the population of Kai apoi even though the damage co property in 

that area was described as slight. Many of the population on char holiday were 

probably away from home, either at the beach, watching the M.C.C. ream play the 

Canterbury cricket ream at Lancaster Park, or visiting their relatives and friends in 

different centres. The shocks would have caused ge neral alarm about the stare of 

properties in Kaiapoi, bur when it was reali sed rhac property damage in the borough 

was nor severe in comparison with other centres the common response was co say 

that the damage was minor. In fact some householders and businesses had an 

enormous task cleaning up the mess that the shaking has caused. 

The damage from the 1922 earthquake was more easily repaired than char 

caused by the flood of 1923. Without indicating the actual fi gures The Press stated 

7 ,lloy 1923 flood i" Peroh Sr., Romo/I Corholic ChNrch iN foregro11Nd, ,1/ethodisr Church iN bockgrouNd, 

Douglos Jol/es, phorogmpher - cou11esy Koiopoi ,l/useu111 

( 12) The Pms 26.12.1922. r.8. 
(13) ibid 
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that the rainfall experienced in the Province from 4 May until 7 May 1923 was the 

h ighesr for rwe n ry yea rs. The most affected area was orth Can rerbu ry where none 

of the rivers were able co cope with the enormous run off from the hills. Househo ld­

ers in Culverden, Amberley and Leith field were forced co abandon their houses co 

the flood waters which were reported co be three feet deep in some places. 

However it was Kaiapoi chat sustained th e most extensive damage. 

The rain had increased the volume of water in both the Ashley and Waimakariri 

Rivers co the extent char they were rendered incapab le of coping with similarly 

increased volumes from their contributing screams. In the case of the Waimakariri , 

the Eyre main drain and the Cam which drained into the North Branch, contrib­

uted co the floodin g in the rnwnship. The low lying part of the rnwn between the 

Cam and Ranfurl y Street was completely inundated. Much damage was caused in 

this localiry especially co the Woollen !\!ill. The dye house and the milling room 

were particular ly affected by the flood waters. In the weaving shed che water 

reached a depth of twenty-one inches which was the hei ght of the warps on the 

backs of the looms an d the cloth beams on th e front of the machinery. The mill 

manager had a number of the hands working hard on Monday evening, 7 May, co 

shift goods and materials from the floor but they were forced co abandon their task 

when the water rose co dangerous levels. 'vVater in the dye house ca used pollution 

of the water ways as the chemicals used in the dying processes were swept our by 

the water. Further pollution was caused by flooding of th e septic rank. Liberal use 

of lime chloride was recomme nded by the Medical Office r of Health , Docrnr 

/ 9!3 flood iN ll'oollm .I/ills, Douglas l oNes, phorogmpher - ro1111esy Koi11poi ,ll11se11111 
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Telford, in an effort co reduce the risk of disease after the water had subsided. o 

doubt this compounded the chemical problem in the rivers but was an effective 

way of dealing with an immediate problem of septic tank pollution. The mill had 

to cope with the soaking of a large number of bales of wool which were scored in 

stacks. The upper bales had co be shifted before the drying out process ofche wool 

in the floor level bales could begin. This was an enormous logistical problem on its 

own but the mill management also had co cope with the general drying out and 

cleaning up of the buildings and plane before work could start again. By 9 May the 

buildings were clear of water and by the start of the following week a degree of 

normality had returned co the mill. 

On the south side of the town the Eyre River flooded Sneyd, Broom, Otaki, and 

Akaroa Streets. In Fuller Street the waters reached as far as the Wesleyan Sunday 

School building. For most people the only practical method of getting about was 

by boat. As well as the superficial damage caused co buildings by water and flood 

debris, a number of buildings suffered structural damage which in most cases 

meant they were unfit for occupation once the flood waters had drained away. 

Obviously roads and footpaths were damaged beyond recognition. 

These problems led to the establishment of a Flood Relief Committee the 

members of which were the Mayor, J.H.Blackwell , the Town Clerk, C.H.Wright, 

Doctors Gillet and Ramsey, Captain Armstrong, and the Reverends LA.Knight, 

J.I--I1ddlescone, F.Robercson and W.B.Scott. In the immediate aftermath of the 

flood the committee organised a house co house delivery of a leaflet prepared by 

Doctor Telford outlining the measures co be taken co prevent the outbreak of 

disease. The committee also arranged for the collection of rubbish from each 

household by the borough collector. 
The Flood Relief Committee also oversaw the collection and distribution of the 

flood relieffund. One of the first promises of a donation co the fund came from the 

I--Iinemoa Hockey Club which decided co give half the proceeds of its annual social 

to the Fund. The local Member of Parliament, David Buddo, on behalf of the 

government, intimated chat it would subsidise any fund at a rate of a pound co a 

pound up to three hundred and fifty pounds. This went some way co helping the 

borough recover from the flood, but as in al I such disasters the need for a permanent 
solution co the problem was urgently required. 

The Council set up a special sub-committee co investigate the question of 

general flood protection for the town. The members of this committee were 

Councillors Revell, Thorne, Gordon, and Joyce. It was headed by the layor. In 

essence, the efforts of the sub-committee became an extension of the work done 

by the Rivers Commission. This body had reported co Parliament in June 1921. 

The Commissioners had recognised the danger chat the Waimakariri posed not 

only to the settlements on its flood plain, but also co Christchurch. In a study 

conducted by the Commission it was found chat the cut made by the Canterbury 

Provin~ial Government in 1863-64 resulted in a new North Branch being formed. 

The exit to the old North branch wa blocked off by a stop bank positioned across 

the oucleL The only function of the old orth Branch, at the time of investigation, 

was to drain off the surplus water from the Eyre and Rangiora swamps. However, 
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much of this task was being impeded by the undermining of the groyne at the 

entrance co the old orth Branch by flood waters. There was very little water 

flowing down the South Branch the bed of which had noconly silted up but was also 

overgrown with vegetation. The main water flow dovvn the new channel was 

assisted by the construction of groynes and the growth of shingle banks on the 

southern side. In spite of this, problems that could lead co flooding were still 

occurring in the river. The bed itself was building up , especially downstream of 

O'Callaghan 's Road, Coutts Bridge and the Empire Bridge. The building up of the 

bed led co a consequent increase in the flood level. That factor, combined with the 

general flattening out of the river slope, resulted in ponding at the ease end of 

Coutts Island. The Commissioners concluded that the channels in the new North 

Branch on the downstream side of Coutts Island would be unable co carry flood 

waters thereby posing a threat co Christchurch. They also concluded that the 

flooding of Kaiapoi was caused, in some instances, by the flooding of the Cust and 

Eyre Rivers and the flood overflow from the Ashley River. A flood overflow was 

caused, in the Commissioners' view, by insufficient scopbank heights and an 

inadequate outlet near Kaiapoi. 
A more constant and a more insidious problem than flooding, was identified by 

the Commission, in the steady erosion of the river banks. ot only was valuable 

farming land lost through this problem but the errosion of the land added 

dramatically, co the build up of the river beds. 
The Commission's solutions for the difficulties presented by the Waimakariri 

River system were threefold. Firstly it recommended the raising of the existing 

stop banks and groynes co a level cwo feet above the highest recorded flood level. 

Secondly, erosion of the north bank was co be contained by the construction of 

permeable groynes along the eight mile section downstream from a point one mile 

north ofMcLeans Island. Thirdly the ponding on the eastern end of Coutts Island 

was co be relieved by the construction of a new channel. 
The Commission presented cwo channel schemes. The first was co cue a 

channel from the new North Branch from a point half a mile above Coutts Bridge 

co rejoin the main river bed at Stewarts Gully. The second scheme was co cut a 

channel from a point just below the junction of the North and South Branches 

across lrishmans Flat co the estuary opposite the present sea outlet. The Commis­

sion favoured the Irishmans Flat channel for it calculated chat this would increase 

the flood slope thereby facilitating the drainage offlood waters. It was thought that 

this channel would prevent any back flooding of Kaiapoi and could also cause the 

scouring out of the congested South Branch thus restoring co chat branch its natural 

function. 
As well as these investigations, the Commission also examined the possibility 

of protecting Kaiapoi from flooding in the North Branch. Again it presented cwo 

solutions with a heavy recommendation in favour of the second solution. Firstly, it 

was thought char the cown could be protected by the diversion of the Eyre from a 

point west of the Harrs Road crossing co a new main drain into the North Branch. 

This scheme, although it would prevent ponding, was thought co create problems 

through the increased load of debris that the Eyre system would introduce into the 
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Waimakariri. The second solution, which the Commission favoured, considered 

chat the present channel into the old North Branch was of sufficienc dimensions co 

cope with the discharge of a fairly large flood. Judicious scopbanking at a good 

distance back from the ri ve rbed along both sides of the lower reaches of the old 

North Branch would then prevenr serious flooding in the cown. Overall, the 

Commission was convinced that provided a ll che main rivers in the Waimakariri 

system were kept within their channels, chat the flood control measures were kept 

in good repair and its recommendations followed, the sys tem would pose no danger 

co property and life. 

The Commission also recommended that a new local authority be created co 

have responsibility for the control of the whole river system. le was estimated chat 

the works co bring the system under control would cos t one hundred and twenty 

four thousand pounds. Therefore the rating area would need co be an extended. 

The Commission proposed that the racing area e ncompass the whole watershed of 

the Waimakariri and ics tributaries up co the railway crossing on che lower gorge. le 

should also include the cerricory covered by the Sou eh Waimakariri River Board. le 

anticipated chat empowering leg isl ation would transfer the asse ts and liabilities of 

the South Waimakariri River Boa rd co che new bod y which was co be known as the 

Waimakariri River Trust. The membe rs of the Trust were co be made up of six 

elected members from the district with cwo government representatives appointed 

for three yea rs by the Minister of Public Works. le was thought char one of these 

representatives should be either a Stipendiary Magistrate or a person conversant 

with local body administration and chat the other appoincee should be an engineer. 

The two appointees were co be known as River Commissioners. 

The duties of the Waimakariri River Trust incorporated che provision of 

detailed surveys, plans, estimates and specifications for the works recommended 

by the Commission. When the plans were approved by the government, the 

government appointees were required co poll the ratepayers co seek their approval 

co raise a loan for the works. Once the recommended work had been carried out 

the Trust was co maintain the system and extend it, as necessary, co give che distric~ 

the fullest possible protection from floods. The Trust was also co maintain an 

observation of the river system co provide a data base from which co plan future 

control works. The Trust was co control all the channels, the banks, locks, tide 

gates, bridges, ferries and wharves on the river. le was co be the only body which 

either pl anted or cue down willows on the banks of che entire river system. 

As expected, the South Waimakariri River Board was not enthusiastic for its 

replacement by a larger authority. Ac a meeting held in September 1921 the River 

Board stipulated chat its legal authority was derived from che River Waimakariri 

Board ofConservacors which had been established up in 1868. It was clear co the 

present members of the River Board chat the all revenue raised in its area should 

be spent on works in the di strict and chat none of the revenue from che sou eh side 

should be spent on the north side. The Board did not accept the Commissioners' 

findings chat it was responsible for the diversion of the waters from che Souch 

Branch co the orth Branch. It was also sure chat the proposed channel through 

lnshmans Flat would be an expensive mistake. As a compromise the River Board 
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suggested chat the whole area be bought under one authority comprising of two 

wards, a sou eh ward and a north ward. Revenue raised in each ward would be spent 

in the respective wards. 
The residents on the north bank of the river were concerned by the report of the 

Souch Waimakariri River Board. They decided co call their own meeting. le was 

held on 20 September in the Kaiapoi Borough Council Chambers under the 

chairmanship of].H.Blackwell. Present were representatives from the Eyre County 

Council, the Kaiapoi Borough Council, the Waimakariri Harbour Board and 

ratepayers from the north bank ofche river. In his address co the meeting the local 

Member of Parliament, David Jones, said chat che residents on the south side of the 

river needed co take a wider view of the problem and not quibble over the spending 

of money in cheirown district. The meeting unanimously endorsed the motion that 

the government proceed with establishing the River Trust. An executive commit­

tee was sec up as a watchdog of the interests of the north bank ratepayers. 

].H.Blackwell,A.J.Rich , R.O.Dixon,J .Wright, W.Doubledayand C.Beynon formed 

the committee with A.J.Rich being appointed convener and secretary. 

The South Waimakariri River Board had an enormous cask in convincing the 

government chat the findings of the River Commission were invalid. The Board, 

appeared co most people outside ics own district, co be merely protecting its own 

interests at che expense of the wider community. The same sort of accusation could 

have been levelled at the Executive Committee sec up by the north bank 

representatives. It was clear co the impartial observer, however, chat the north bank 

residents had been created with scant regard in any consideration of flood protec­

tion over the years. There appeared co be a widely held view chat it was time a plan 

for the whole river system was put into place. 

The recommendations of che River Commission were accepted by the govern­

ment and legislation was introduced into the House co sec up che Waimakariri River 

Trust. The Ace, The Waimakariri River Improvement Act 1922, sec up the Trust 

and dissolved the South Waimakariri River Board. 

The first meeting of the Trust was held on 23 May 1923 while the district was 

still recoiling from che disastrous flood of the previous week. The Trust was faced 

not only with the immediate public reaction co the latest flood buc, in the case of 

the Kaiapoi Borough Council, a watchdog committee being sec up co deal with 

future moves directed at the control of the Waimakariri River system. 

The cwo Government appointees were J.Wood of the Public Works Depart­

ment from Wellingcon who assumed the chairmanship and J.H.Blackwell. The 

elected representatives from the north bank were F.G.Horrell and R.O.Dixon. 

The elected members from the south bank were all previous members ofche South 

Waimakariri River Board. They were }.Leslie, W.P.Spencer, C .H.Opie and 

A.Manhire. The chairman paid tribute ro the work, largely unheralded, done by the 

old River Board. This sentiment was expanded on by Horrell and Blackwell who 

added chat although there had been some ill feeling between the cwo districts it was 

fair co say chat the sicuacion on the north bank was coo big for individuals co deal 

with. Some of che individuals who had spent a lot of energy in combating che 

problems presented by the river system were R.O.Dixon, James Wright and Albert 
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Rich. The Trust wou ld take over the job of tho e men, as well as the tasks of the 

old River Board in order to carry out the four functions outlined in the Act. 

The initial aim of the Trust was to put in place wo rks to safeguard Ch ri stchurch 

from flooding. Secondly, it was to carry out works to protect both banks from 

erosion. Third ly, it was co prevent or at least mitigate the ponding of flood waters 

at the lower end of Coutts Island. Lastly it was co prevenr or mitigate flood damage 

from the Custand Eyre Rivers. In attempting to carry our those functions the Trust 

was encounter much conrroversy in the first few years of its ex istence. 

While the 1923 flood adverse ly affected many people in Kaiapoi the setting up 

of the Waimakariri River Trust was seen as a positive step for the future conrro l of 

the river system. Ir was genera ll y felt in Kaiapoi char, at last centra l government was 

taking the problem serious ly, notwithstanding that the emphasis in both the Ri ver 

Comm ission's report and the eventual legislation was on the prevenrion of flooding 
in Christchurch . 

Individual cit ize ns, since the days of first Pakeha sett lement in Kaiapoi, had 

made attempts to beautify the env ironmenr as had vari ous counci ls over the years. 

The conrinuing round of improvemenrs co Darnley Square was testament co rhe 

desire co make the landscape more amenab le co the eye. However the frequenr 

fl ooding, the difficult wind pattern and the fact that in the ea rl y days the lack of 

contro l of scock meant that beautifying efforts were often ruined. In 1922, however, 

it was felt that it was rime that the cown had a permanent and formal body co co­

ordinate efforts co beautify the area. A p ubli c meeting was held in the Counc il 

,1/r Tiv11sselor - co11rresy Kaiapoi ,ll11seum 
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C hambe rs on 22 June and the Kaiapoi 
Beautifying and Burgesses' Associa­
tion was formed. The Reverend 
W.B.Scott and Mr Trousselor were 
the instigators of the Association. 
Trousse lor was particularly keen. In 
the three monrhs after the formation 
ofrhe Association he had e nrolled four 
hundred members. 

The first task the Associat ion set 
itself was clearingofrhe river banks. It 
so ught and received the permission of 
the Waimakariri H arbou r Board to re­
move rubbish and to cur down the o ld 
willows on the banks. It began a wil­
low replanring programme on the 
banks. By September, Scott, who was 
also a counci ll or, reported co the Coun­
ci l that the Beautifying Association 
had emp loyed a ga rdener and was pre-
pared co take responsib ility for mow­
ing of the grass around the War Me­
morial. One of Association's ea rl y sug-

Perm', Prow.,,ss, Po~,,,,11• a11d \l 'r,r 

gesrions co rhe Council was for the planring of sap lings in rhe gaps in the poplar 

avenue along Beach Road and for the cstabl 1sh 111g of a seco nd row of trees beh 111d 

the existing ones so char new trees cou ld replace the ong111al ones when they 

deteriorated. The Associat ion had other plans for improving the river bank on the 

eastern side of the traffic bridge and for repl acing the stiles in the Domain ,vnh 

picker gates. . . 
These plans, and others char the Assoc1at1on proposed , cost more money than 

the Association had at its disposal from subscript ions. Accordingly the group 

applied co the Counci l in April I 923_ for a grant of one hundred and fifty pounds. 

The need for money and the enthusiasm of the members encouraged the Associa­

tion co hold a fund ra ising carniva l in the Domain. The 1923 carnival was so 

successful char the Association held another the fo ll owing yea r. Together the 

carniva ls raised seven hundred and thirty-four pounds. In the meantime the 

Council had agreed co granr co the Association one hundred pounds on an annual 

basis. T hi s meant char the Associatio n had a comfortab le amount of money with 

which co carry our its work. . . . . 
The Association was a lso able co undertake more amb1nous proiecrs than n had 

first anticipated . The first of these was the planring of a rose garden on the northern 

river bank adjacenr co Charles Street. The sire of the rose garden was formerly a 

rubbish dump. An enormous amounr of work was therefore undertaken by 

Association members with the help of their gardener co make the sire read y for 

Scorr Rose Carden about /93/ , D011glas Jo11es phorogrc,pher - co1111esy Kair,poi ,lfllse11m 
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pi anti ng. It was hoped that the rose garden wou Id become a lasting memorial to the 
work of the Association. A water supply for the garden was laid on by the Council 
using pare of the first one hundred pound grant to the Association. In February 1925 
the Council recommended chat che rose garden be known as che Scott Garden in 
recognition of the work that the Reverend Scott had done for che town in his 
ministry, in his work as a Councillor and as a founding member of the Beautifying 
Association. The garden has since become a memorial co Scott. 

Not all events in the early part ofche nineteen twenties were seen in the same 
positive light as was che Beautifying and Burgesses' Association. It was a period of 
change for the fire brigade however ic was not achieved peacefully. From 1870 the 
cown had been served by a volunteer brigade under the supervision of che Fire 
Prevention Committee of the Borough Council. It was noc always an easy relation­
ship but on che whole the association had been a comfortable one between the 
brigade and the Council. 

In November 1921 there was a special meeting of the Council co consider a 
Fire Prevention Committee report on complaints che committee had received 
about undesirable behaviour at the fire brigade rooms. At the meeting 
Superintendent J.A.Mealings assured the Council that those members of 
the brigade responsible for such behaviour had been severely reprimanded. 
He added, however, that he wanted co make it clear chat not all of the incidents 
had been reported co him by Fire Engineer Childs. The Council decided 
co consider the problem in committee. Ac the end of its deliberations the Council 
resolved chat it considered the situation unsatisfactory due to a lack of super­
vision by the responsible authority of the brigade. The resolution required che 
resignation of Superintendent Mealings. Both Mealings and the secretary of the 
brigade procesced. Mealings wrote to the Council stressing that he regarded the 
action particularly drastic considering his nineteen years service with the brigade. 
The secretary's letter informed che Council chat nineteen members, out of che 
twenty present, at a meeting held the previous Monday had voted in favour of 
Mealings' reinstatement. The Council, however, was adamant in its refusal co 
reconsider the maccer. Blackwell was reported as saying that the matter was painful 
and chat all details were of such a nature that the discussion had co be held in 
committee. It was decided at a meeting of the Council in December co cancel 
Mealings' appointment. 

The brigade members were naturally most upset by the stance adopted by che 
Council. They informed the Council by way of a letter cabled at the 10 January 
Council meeting they would not meet to draw up a new set of rules and regulations 
as they had been instructed co do by the Council until all che faces surrounding the 
cancellation of Superintendent Mealings appointment had been made known co 
them. The Council's reply was to affirm that ic intended co appoint a new 
Superintendent at its next ordinary meeting although it was prepared co meet 
either a committee of the brigade or che whole brigade at the Council Chambers 
on 19 January. That meeting did not cake place but a special meeting was called on 
23 January to receive a deputation from the brigade. The depucacion requested 
again the derail on which the Council had arrived at ics decision. Again the Council 
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advised chat it intended co ap­
point a new Superintendent 
without giving to the deputa­
tion che details requested. 

At i cs fi rsc February meet­
ing che Council decided to de­
lay the appointment ofa Super­
intendent for another fortnight. 
For his part, the secretary of the 
brigade demanded proof from 
the Council that seven men were 
drunk in the brigade rooms in 
early November. This seemed 
co be che last straw for chc Coun­
cil, which on che proposal of 
Councillor Leithead, seconded 
by Councillor t\lclncosh, dis­
banded the 25 member fire bri­
gade immediately. Arrange­
ments were made to form a new 
brigade with cheassurancegiven 
chat any members of the old 
brigade who rejoined would 
have their service regarded as 
continuous. 

The Council was mistaken 
J.f\. 1llet1li11gs - co1111esy Kaiapoi 1\l11se11111 in its belief that the fire brigade 
problem would solve itself as a consequence of this action. At a special meeting 
held three days lacer, 10 February, the Mayor explained chat it had come co his 
notice that members of the old fire brigade were intending to withdraw money held 
in the fire brigade 's name. Blackwell did not chink that the money was going to be 
spent in a right and proper way. The Council had to make its position clear. It was 
decided chat a letter be sent to the secretary to warn the brigade that in the event 
of the money being withdrawn and placed in private hands the Council would hold 
both those paying ouc the money and those receiving it responsible for the safety 
of the funds. 

It was decided ac the next meeting to instruct the Fire Prevention Committee 
to obtain information on the formation of a Fire Board. The information had 
been obtained by the Council 's meeting on 21 March 1922. The Fire Pre­
vention Committee was chen authorised to complete che arrangements for the 
formation of the Board. In the meantime che members of the old fire brigade 
continued to attend fires. The Council received a letter at ics 21\ lay meeting from 
acting Superintendent F.Clark. He stated that a fire on his premises in Charles 
Street on 14 April was brought under control wich che help of ex-members of the 
fire brigade. 
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A poll of rarepayers was held under rhe provisions of rhe Fire Brigades Acr 1908 
ro derermine wherher rhe Borough shou ld become a Fire Districr and rherefore 
have a Board controlling rhe fire brigade and associared services. A sma ll majoriry 
were in favour and rhe Counc il was ab le ro proceed wirh seeking the necessary 
government consent. At the 19 September meering ofrhe Counci l, it was recorded 

Ki11g Cerge I' Coro11111io11 /,ibmry Reading Room 1111d Firl' S1111io11 , opened 5 September 1912 
- ro11rtesy K11i11poi ,l/11set1111 

chat the names of the elected Borough Counci l members ro rhe Kaiapoi Fire Board 
would be gazetted on 25 Seprember. Thoseelecred were H. l'vlclnrosh, T.R. Leithead 
and R.J.Dunn. The Governor-General's appointee and chairman was L.B. Evans 
and the members elected by rhe insurance companies were ].Buchan, J. H mchins 
and [ I.C.Rogers. 

The Council muse have been relieved robe ab le ro hand the responsibiliry of 
the fire brigade over roan independent board. But before it could do so it had to 
sore through the matter of properry ownersh ip with the Kaiapoi Fire Board. By the 
end of October rhe Counci l had decided to lease the fire brigade buildings to the 
Board and ro sel l a ll of rhe equipment to it. 

!he first public acrion of the new Fire Board was to make an inspection of the 
business area to ensure that no straw or inflammarory marerials were stacked 
alongside business premises which cou ld aggravate rhe situation if a fire broke out. 
This acrion , while probably not designed to give rhe public confidence in the new 
Fire Board, did just that. It was necessary to demonstrare char the new Board was 
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an entirely different body from the old Fire Prevention Commitree and that rhe 
public cou ld have confidence in rhe brigade again after the open hostility that had 
previously ex isted. 

T here was a period of about ren months in which nothing was heard from rhe 
Fire Board at Counc il leve l. A crypt ic note in rhe Council minures of October 1923 
demonstrared chat a ll was not peaceful. The minme recorded char cerrain council­
lors deplored rhe fact that rhe Council's representarives on the Fire Board had kept 
rhe Counci l in ignorance abom extraordinary expendirure of forty eighr pounds, 
ren shi llings. Iris not clear from the record wherher this matter was satisfactori ly 
resolved but it appears chat rhe Council's viewpoint prevailed. 

The next problem between the Board and the Council arose when the 
Board objecred to the continua l presence of a Council employee in rhe accommo­
dation adminisrered by rhe Board. The Council was unable to continue 
ro dominare rhe Board. In l'vlarch 1924 the Council discussed whether or nor 
rhe Elecrrical Engineer, H.W.Childs, shou ld be all owed to retain his posirion 
as Fire Brigade Engineer. This larrer position enab led Childs to li ve in 
the accommodarion provided by the Fire Board. Although it was cerrain chat 
Childs could no longer underrake rwo jobs the Council seemed willing to let 
him stay in rhe Fire Board house. The Board disagreed and so Chi lds had ro 
find somewhere else to live. This action plus rhe earlier one encouraged furrher 
tension between the rwo bodies. Animosiries surfaced again from earl y April when 
rhe Board requesred that the Council place on irs esrimates no less than five 
hundred pounds for the purchase of new fire plant. The brigade recommended 
that five new fire sumps be installed. The Council was reluctant to spend more 
money rhan ir felt necessary and wanted to have increased control over 
rhe spending of the Board money. In .I une the Fire Board had decided to go 
ahead with the purchase of new plant and the Counc i I somewhat relucrantly placed 
on rhe estimates two hundred and fifty pounds for its share of the purchase of the 
new sumps. 

The Fire Board 's next purchase was to be a new fire pump. The Council 
instructed the Fire Board to trial the pump before it decided on a purchase. The 
trial muse have been satisfactory for the Board notified the Council that ir was going 
ahead with rhe purchase of a 150/200 ga ll ons per minure Dennis pump costing 
approximate ly five hundred pounds in September 192-L The Fire Board was ar last 
firmly esrablished in Kaiapoi and it now seemed as though the troubles that had 
brought about the demise of the old brigade had been forgorren. 

The e lection of Hector 1\lclntosh to the mayoralry in 1924 was ar once a break 
wirh the immediate past and a link back to the pioneer times. His e lection was 
evidence of the former in chat he was rhe first new mayor of Kaiapoi since the war. 
J. H. Blackwell had been e lected to the position in 1916 and so 1\ lclntosh was seen 
as a new beginning. At rhe same rime however his family were pioneers in the 
Beach Road area. Hecror 1\lclntosh was Kenneth 1\lclntosh 's son and in his early 
clays must have had some share in rhe farming of Beach Road property. The early 
connection with chat particular area seemed to give l\ lcln tosh an affinity for rhe 
beach settlements of The Pines and Kairaki. · 
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In April 1921 the leaseho ld ers at The Pines formed a group ca ll ed the The Pines 
Welfare and Progress League under the chairmans hip of J.McGarry. This move 
fol lowed the very successfu l Christmas-New Year ga la held in 1920. lt was felt by 
the residents that they needed an Association ro moniror th e we lfare and enhance 
the progress of the beach settl ement. T hey realised after the ga la that they cou ld 
ach ieve a great dea l with co-operation.The logica l step was ro form an associat ion 
which wou ld present the concerns of the area ro the Kaiapoi Counci l and ro the 
Rangiora County Cou nci l. T he residents at Kairaki fo ll owed the lead of T he Pines 
residents and formed their own assoc iation. It was never as strong as T he Pines 
Association and eventu~ ll y it ama lgamated with that body. 

Throughout Hecror Mclnrosh's mayoralty there were deputations from both 
settlements seeking the Counc il 's help ro improve the li ving conditions fo r both 
permanent residents and visirors ro the beach areas. T he first deputation from 
Kairaki met with the Counci l in June 1924. The main concern expressed by the 
deputation was the number of repairs needed at Kairaki ro make li ving there less 
hazardous. The river bank near the Hazlett home needed urgent repairs ro srop 
tidal action from flooding the house. The deputation requested that the Saltwarer 
Creek embankment be capped with clay and that willow stakes be driven ro 
prevent traffic from driving along the rop of the area. Another request was made for 
two outlets ro be fitted with auromatic flood gates through the embankme nt ro 
al low the free drainage of water in ro the creek after a flood. The Counci l was 
sympathetic and granted the deputation twenty five pounds for the repairs and 
protection works to the ri ver bank at Kairaki. 

Of all the deputations from Kairaki and The Pines, the February 1926 deputa­
tion from The Pines highlighted t he difficulty that the beach settlements had with 
loca l authorit ies . T hi s deputation wanted improvements done ro the roadway so 
that two charabancs cou ld pass by each other in safety. It a lso wanted the Oval 
raised and a drainage system pm in place, the plantation underscrubbed, the 
willows near the bridge removed, the brick fire place removed and re-erected 
further ro the north and six waste paper bins installed. The last five items on the 
li st we re a ll the responsibility of the Kaiapoi Borough Counci l but the road 
improvements had robe referred ro the Rangiora County Counci l. This sp litting 
of responsibi liti e for the beach settlen1ents came robe known by the residents as 
dual contro l and was thought by them ro impede the settl ements both as resort 
areas and as sires for permanent settlement. Dual contro l created a feeling of 
resentment that 1-lecror l'vlclnrosh, with all his sympathy fo r the beach settl e me nts, 
cou ld do little to all eviate. 

The residents decided ro undertake th e ir own improvements as a means of 
avo iding unnecessary delays. An examp le of se lf he lp was ce lebrated in Febru ary 
1925. The road between the The Pines and Kairaki had been reformed and a 
number of peop le gathe red ro mark an offic ial open ing. A portion of the old road 
nearest Kairaki had been subject ro flooding at high tide creating a cons iderab le 
nuisance ro the loca l residents as well as to vis irors. Instead of wait ing for the 
Rangiora County Counci l ro reform the road the loca l residents under the leader­
ship of Counci ll or R. F.Joyce provided the means by which they cou ld get a new 
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road. Cou nci llor Joyce collected subscriptions from the residents at Kairaki and 
from mororists who used the road. With this money the residents were able tO 

employ a contracro r, R.J,H.Miller, ro reform the road. At the opening ceremony 
Hector Mclnrosh sa id that Joyce was to be congratulated on his efforts. No doubt 
all the residents of Kairaki e ndorsed that sentiment. 

As well as the empathy Mclnrosh seemed ro have for the beach settlements he .. 
and hi s brother, Robe rt, instituted a sporting con test which still bears thetr name. 
Robert Mclnrosh, who farmed at Loburn, was e lected Mayor of Rangiora in 1925. 
Hecror saw Robert's election as a go lden opportunity ro turn, the often destructive 
rivalry, between the two orth Canterbury rowns inro something positive for both 
communities. At 1-l eccor's suggestion the brothers decided ro present a shi e ld to the 
communities co be compe ted for by each community in a variety of sports. At a 
meeting in Rangiora, Robert McIntosh expressed the hope that the shield compe­
tition would encourage a more friendly spirit between the two towns. The 
competition was co last a couple of months of each yea r and was to have a va riety 
of spo rts represented. For the first yea r it was decided that the competition would 
last between the first of May and the thirtieth of April. The sports represented in 

the first yea r were, croq uet, c ricket, tennis, bowls, fire brigade events, rifle 
shooting, go lf, football, hockey, basketball (netball), billiards and snooker and 
miniature rifle shootin g. Rangiora won the toss for the first contest which was tO be 
croqu e t played at the Rangiora rinks. The croq ue t.match was played between two 
reams of six players. The balance of the competitions were tO be held alternately 
between the two boroughs. The only rule concerning the playe rs was one which 
required competi tors in th e billiard competiti on to li ve within a three mile radius 
of each borough. Points were allocated on the bas is of one point for a win and half 
a point for a draw. The borough with the most points at the end ofthe competition 
would be awarded the shi e ld co hang in it's Council Chamber for the ensuing yea r. 

Over the yea rs the Mclnrosh Shield certainly e ncouraged friendly rivalry 
between the boroughs and in a small way certainly broke down some of the barriers 
that existed in the complex relat ionship of the two towns. Kaiapoi, as the older 
Pakeha settleme nt, felt that its place in North Canterbury was paramount. H ow­
ever Rangiora as a market rown with its more pronounced rural base seemed to be 
more typ ical of North Canterbury society. The industrial base ro the economy of 
Kaiapoi, although firmly grounded in the ru ra l sector, made a difference ro the kind 
of people who were attracted co live in Kaiapoi and therefore to the atmosphere of 
the area . 

Kaiapo i peop le were aware of and were proud of their heritage. An example of 
thi s pride was demonstrated in 1923 when the rown celebrated the fiftieth jubilee 
of the Domain. The D omain , the first in North Canterbury, was gaze tted in 1873 
and from its inception the citi zens had taken a great interest in turning the rather 
harsh environment of sand dunes into an attractive fifteen acre recreational area. 
To mark the jubilee it was decided ro erect a set of gates at the main entrance to 
the Domain. The Beautifying Society, with a subsidy from the Borough Council, 
arranged for the double jarrah gates robe hung from concrete pill ars at the entrance 
co the Domai n. There was also a sma ll er gate put up for pedes tri ans. One of the 
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pillars \\'as imcri bed with the words "Ju bi lee Gates 1873-l 923" and the other with 
"In lcmoriam, G.11.\Vcaring." 

In his speech at the opening of the gates the the secretary of the Beautifying 
Society, Reverend Scott, explained that G.11.\Vearing had been responsible for 
most of the early planting in the Domain at his own expense. I-le expressed the view 
that it 11as fitting chat Wearing should be remembered on the jubilee gates. The 
gates \\ere officially opened by J.Lowchian \\'ilson who had been a member of the 
of the first Domain Board. Wilson recalled chat, encouraged by \\'earing, the Board 
had been instrumental in turning the Domain into a pleasant park area. 

The opening of the Domain Jubilee Gates pre ented an opportunity for the 
citizens to celebrate the independence and self help chat had ensured the attain­
ment of many of the facilities in the town. In some ways the celebration marked the 
end of Kaiapoi as an entity on its own. The ever increasing use of mocor transport 
in the third decade of the cwcnticth century gradua ll y broke down the locality 
barriers that had been in place in the days of horse and foot transport. The li vcscy le 
changes that motorcransport encouraged, induced a feeling of impermanence. The 
old feeling of belonging co an area for a lifetime was being eroded. It had been 
possible since the establishment ofchc rail\\'ay co live in Kaiapoi and earn a living 
in Christchurch\\ ith the restrictions chat a sec timetable and destination imposed 
on \1ork patterns. The motor \'ehiclc, howc\·er, unshackled chose restrictions and 
loosened the locality barriers. The changes brought about by the greater number 
of options \\ h ich \\ ere available to the popu lacion also seemed to reinforce the 
feeling of identity. Kaiapoi people became more aware of the differences between 
their to\1 n and the rest of North Canterbur) and apparently more determined co 
preserve that sense of difference. 

The contradictions inherent in such a change were illustrated by two events in 
the life of the cown. The first event began with the improvements made co the 
construction and maintenance of roads. It then developed into a battle over which 
authority was to ha\·e responsibility for roads of national importance and illustrated 
the \\ 'a) in \1 hich separate communities could no longer be entirely responsible for 
amenities of national significance. The second e\·ent was centered around control 
of the supply of electricity to Kaiapoi and it illustrated the determination of the 
citizens of Kaiapoi co maintain the special identity of the cown. 

The use of bitumen as a surface material for roads was first used in cw Zealand 
on a small screech of road in the New Plymouth district in 1913. The first 
maintenance work done co chat road was carried out in 1922. The road required on ly 
a light cop dressing which, at a cost of five pence per square yard, was considered 
extremely good value for money. The success of this venture encouraged the 
government in 1923, through the Public Works Department, co use bitumen on a 
portion ofchc main road between Wharcraca and \\lairoa. The f\linister for Public 
\\lorks,Thc l lonourable J .G.Coaccs, said chat the use of bitumen was all a q uescion 
of economics. If bitumen helped protect the capital cost of developing the road, 
then it was a good in\'escment, in his view. 

This sentiment struck a chord with the Kaiapoi Borough Council. The Council 
could see the \ alue of protecting the investment already expended on the 
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!\lain orth Road by the use of bitumen as a surface material. Unfortunately the 
cost of the equ ipment needed for the app lication of bitumen was beyond the 
resources of the borough. The counc illo rs decided in August 1924 thatch is problem 
cou ld be surmou nted if the Main Highways Board cou ld be persuaded co proclaim, 
as a state highway, the portion of the Main 1orch Road which passed through 
the borough. If the road achieved scare highway status then the !\lain Highways 
Board would be responsible for its upkeep. The Council asked the Canterbury 
Progress League co support the request for the alteration in status of the road. 
Furthermore it called a conference of the surrounding local bodies co discuss 
methods of maintaining the roads with the aim of sharing the cost of purchasing the 
necessary equipment. 

The conference was held in Kaiapoi in September 192-t. Delegates repre­
sented the Rangiora, Eyre, and \Vaimairi County Councils, and the Kaiapoi and 
Rangiora Borough Counc il s. Counci ll or I I.C.Revel l from Kaiapoi gave the main 
address. He exp lained chat he had recently inspected the bitumen-covered Hutt 
Road and had come co the conc lusion that if the authorities pooled their resources 
a bitumen covered road cou ld be formed between Christchurch and the Ashley 
River. As he had in the case of the \Vaimakariri Harbour improvements scheme 
Fred Horrell raised objections on behalf of the ratepayers of the Rangiora County. 
I le considered the conference co be premature as the chairman of the Highways 
Board was currently on a trip co America and Britain and would no doubt return with 
new ideas on highway maintenance. 1-lorrell felt that his constituents would rather 
wait and see what further developments might occur before a commitment was 
made co use bitumen on any of the county 's roads. C.E.Baynon from Eyre County 
held the opposite view. He thought chat in matters as important as this, it did not 
do co delay action, as chat might mean that an opportun ity was lose. It was obvious 
that no consensus was go ing co be reached and the meeting was adjourned until 
Occober. 

In the meantime the Main Highways Board and the Public Works Department 
both declined co declare the road a main highway. This meant chat the full cost of 
maintaining the road fell on the Council. The Council regarded this refusal as 
unfair as it was thought chat the majority of the traffic on the road was from outside 
the Borough Council boundaries. In February 1925 the l\layor of Kaiapoi, 
H. i\lclnco h, and Councillors R.F.Joyce, F.Thorne, and J. Hirst; the l\layor 
of Rangiora, W.A.Rowse, and Councillor R.l\Iclncosh; the chairman of the 
Eyre County Council , H.E. Evans and CouncillorC.E.Baynon; the chairman of the 
Rangiora County Council, F. Horrell and W.T. Henry a lorry owner from Rangiora 
attended a meeting with J.D. Bruce and G. E.T.Murray of the 11 ighways Board who 
exp lained the working of the Highways Board finances. 1-1.Mclncosh made it clear 
in his address that Kaiapoi thought that it was unfair chat it had co assume the whole 
burden of maintenance for the !\lain orth Road when the Sumner-Lyttelcon road 
had been subsidised. In explaining why Kaiapoi's application had been turned 
down by the Board, Bruce advised, chat the Sumner-Lyttelcon road was an 
exceptional case and it would not be co the borough's ad van cage co cite it in its third 
application co the Board. It would be better co have a tally of the number of vehicles 
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using rhe road and a separare rally of rhe vehicles char diverted rhrough Ran giora 
from Woodend as means of avo iding rhe badl y main rained road berween Woodend 
and Kai apoi. The Board had considered char Kaiapoi co uld afford co main rain rhe 
porrion of rh e high way char went rhrough rhe rown as it was a low rating area and 
rhe portion of rhe road conce rned was relativel y small. Bruce added chat where a 
borough was plainly rhe centre of a farming localiry rhe Highways Board had a dury 
ro maintain rhe roads for rhe country people but Kaiapoi was clearly not in rhis 
ca tego ry. W.T.Henry's problem hig hlighred th e difficulties the local aurhoricies 
were having ar a more personal leve l. Henry had co pay heavy rraffic licenses in rwo 
disrricrs in order ro run his business e ffectiv e ly. He thought chat this was unfair bur 
under the system as it existed it was the only way loca l authorities could raise extra 
revenue from the lorry owners who used the roads char the loca l authorities were 
responsible for maintaining. This meeting gave the participants a chance co a ir 
their grieva nces but it did little co reach a solution for those grievances. 

The Council found th at it was nor alone in irs fight co have the status of a road 
changed. There were other sma ll boroughs and counties char had rhe same 
problem. In March 1925 the Ri ccarro n Borough Council forwarded a resolurion co 
the Kai apo i Council that ir had passed, proresri ng at the injustice of rhe Main 
Highways Board 's policy nor ro help ciries and boroughs which had main highways 
running rhrough them. The reso lution went on to request char an amendment be 
made to rhe Highways Ace requiring rhe Highways Board to consider applications 
from ciries and boroughs. The Kaiapoi Council adop ted rhe resolurion bur thi s did 
lirrle to resolve the problem. 

The affair dragged on until January 1928 when the l\Iayor was able to report co 
th e Council char irseemed certain char the Highways Board would declare rhe Main 
North Road a main highway. In March a resolution from the M ain Highways Board 
was gazetted recording that all boroughs with populations of less than six thousand 
would be included in th e various highway di stricts. It had been recognised , finally, 
that roads of nati onal importance were a national respons ibility. The Kaiapoi 
Borough was pleased that recognition had occurred , as the upkeep ofrhe road had 
been an ever increas ing burden on ratepayers. The increased use of motor 
transport had broken down the old norion of local responsibility for all local 
amenities, ar least, in the case of main roads. 

An increase in the pace of life brought about the widespread use of rhe new 
technology introduced in the early decades of the twentieth century did nor detract 
from pride in the rown. It was still evident in a number of instances. Kaiapoi people 
were very proud of the fact char they were able to run rheir own electricity 
department. The establishment of the department had nor been without its 
problems. Soon after rericularion of the electrical supply had been handed over co 
the borough in 1918 complaints from customers about surges in the voltage and the 
poor service that rhe supervisor was giving, were received. The Borough Council 
5oughr to address these issues when, in May 1919, upon the appointment of 
H.W.Childs as the Fire Brigade Engineer and carerakerofrhe municipal buildings, 
it also selected him as supervisor of the electrical reticulation system. Childs 
previousl y had experience as an electrical contractor. As recompense for all chose 
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duries Childs received a salary of fifty rwo pounds a year and a free house which 
caused the controversy in 1924 when he ceased to hold the Fire Brigade Engineer's 
job. Ar about the same rime as Childs' appointment, the Council complained ro the 
Department of Public Works about the problems chat its customers were experi­
encing. In reply the Department advised the Council to employ a competent 
electrician or engineer. As rhe Council had a lread y done rhis it sought permission 
for Childs to inspect the transformers . A temporary improveme nt was made in rhe 
reliability of the supply to some parts of the borough after Childs had recom­
mended an extension of the high tension lines to the centre of the rown and 
insrallation of a transformer at char sire. Ir was clear that more money would have 
to be spent in order co maintain a reliable supply of power to all pares of rhe borough. 

Any upgrading ofrhe suppl y would inevitably impose a cosr on the ratepayers 
because of the necessity of funding a loan. It is surprising in the contexr of rhe 
borough 's decision to seek national funding for the upkeep of the main road that 
it did not seek a similar solution for rhe problems of the power supply. That rype 
so rt of solution was considered, bur firmly rejected, by rhe Council. 

The formarion of a orth Canterbury Power Board was first proposed in 1920. 
Fred Horrell arranged a meeting of delegates from rhe Kowai , Ashley, Oxford, 
Eyre, and Rangiora County Councils, Rangiora and Kaiapoi Borough Councils and 
the Amberley Town Board in June 1920 to discuss rhe formation of a power board. 
The Rangiora and Kaiapoi Councils along with the Amberley Town Board rejected 

the idea. 
After the passing of the Electric Power Boards Act in 1925 pressure was again 

puron rhe Borough Council to reconsider joining a orth Canterbury Power Board. 
At a meering on 28 Augusr 1925 delegares from rhe surrounding Counry Councils 
decided to form an elecrric power board . As rhe delegares from Rangiora and 
Kaiapoi Boroughs declined to rake pare in rhis venture rhe counties decided ro 
circu lace a peri rion in borh areas in order to seek su pporr of twenty five per cent of 
rhe residenrs for an inclusive power board . The layorofKaiapoi, Hector lcintosh, 
was alarmed ar rhis underhanded merhod of gaining supporr for a power board in 
rhe borough. He immediarely issued a pamphler warning residents nor co sign rhe 

peririon. 
" -- Needless co say, rhe Peririon will be circulated in 
direcr opposirion to rhe wishes of your Councillors; bur 
such a Peririon would, neverrheless, enable rhe Govern­
ment to compel rhe Borough to amalgamare with rhe 
proposed Power Board, and by such an amalgamation rhe 
people of Kaiapoi and Rangiora would LOSE DIRECT 
CONTROL over rheir Elecrrical Supply, and so be made 
to part with rheir "Golden Goose" and roaccepra "Roosrer." 
-"(1-l) 

The warning carries rhe rwo elements of rhe argument char made rhe elecrrical 
supply of the town differenr from rhe maintenance of rhe main highway. Firsrly, 

( 14) 8oro11gh of f;11i11poi. IUR.\'l,\'C 10 1/11• Peopl, of K11i11poi /11• His l\ 'onhip rhr ,l/111•or. 29 Augusc 1925. 
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rhe people of Kaiapoi had paid all of rhe inicial establishment costs of rhe sysrem 
whereas rhe roading sysrem had been financed by rhe Provincial Government. 
The supply of electrical power co rhe cown had now become an asser in borh rhe 
monetary sense and in rhe culwral sense. An electrical power supply, even with 
voltage problems, was a benefit co the community as a whole, as it made possible 
a different lifesryle for all sections of society. In parricula r housewives found many 
of rhe old burdensome household casks were made easier through rhe use of 
electric power. 

Secondly, it was feared chat if the asset beca me part of a large r gro up then it 
would be used co meet the coses of establishing electric power in the more sparsely 
populated counties. The provision of power co such areas could only be met, it was 
felt, at the expense of exisring consumers. Amalgamacion would mean a loss of 
control over the asset and therefore a loss of direct benefit co the borough. This 
second element was rhe most potent. There was a strong sentimem wirhin rhe 
borough char what had been acquired by rhe Council should remain the property 
of che Council and continue co be run by the Council. On these cwo imercwined 
arguments the Council sought support from che residents co resist any change co the 
independent supply and sale of electriciry in the borough. The support was given 
and rhe cown retained its independent power supply. Such determination and 
pride in local iniciacive as well as pride in local business skills would mean char for 
nearl y seventy five years the supply and distribmion of electrical power remained 
wirh rhe people of Kaiapoi. 

The mid 1920's saw a two changes in education in Kaiapoi. One was the opening 
of a new school and the second was the relocat ion of the Borough School. 

Dean Hyland commenced his pascoral life in che region at Rangiora in 1889. He 
was derermined co establish a school in Kaiapoi for the Roman Carholic children. 
le seemed unjusr co rhe Dean char Roman Catholic parents in Kaiapoi had che 
added expense of sending their children co either Rangiora or Papanui for cheir 
education. Al rho ugh he pressed hard for a school throughout his life ic was nor until 
literally, his dying day, char he was able co see his dream fulfilled . The purchase of 
a block of land in Fuller Street for the school was fin a lised in 1922 on rhe day chat 
Dean Hyland died. 

The Sisters of Our Lady ofche Missions were inviced co establish the school bur 
it cook a further four yea rs for che building co be complered along wich rhe convent. 
The school was officially opened and blessed by the Bishop of Christchurch, che 
Right Reverend Doctor Brodie on 71\Jarch 1926. The Roman Catholic population 
had waited a long rime for this important evem between the closing of the first 
Roman Carbolic school in 1868 and che opening of Sr Patrick 's School in 1926. 

A wait, but of a much shorter duration, was also in score for the pupils of rhe 
Kaiapoi Borough School. By the mid 1920's it was clear chat the school's buildings 
were near the end ofrheir useful life. The classrooms which had been consrrucred 
in 1877 had undergone only minor changes in the following fifcy yea rs. An infants ' 
block had been builtar the instigarion of E.Parnham and J. Lothian \Vi Ison in 1880. 
When the 1901 Cheviot earthquake shook and damaged the rather handsome 
cower block it was nor replaced. The rooms, because of their subscamial size, were 
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e ' tremel y hard co hear and even with alcerarions co the school boiler system it was 
impossible co do so efficiently. The time had come co have a new schoo l built. A 
number of sires were considered. The sire finally chosen was a six acre block 
bounded by Hi Icon, Rich and Raven Streets. At the time, this site was in a central 
location for man y of the children came from the area surrounding the Woollen Mill 

Kfliflpoi Borough School c !920's - cou,1esy Krtir,poi ,1/useum 

on the north side of rhe 
river as well as from the 
Raven , 1-lilcon and Fuller 
Streets area on the somh 
side. There was easy ac­
cess co the school from 
che norrh side across the 
Mafeking and Swing 
Bridges. 

A grear dea l of d is­
cussion cook p lace on ex­
actly what form the new 
school should cake. A 
number of individuals 
and organisations were 
in favour of open air 

schools. It was rhought char rhis style of building which basically meant chat the 
rooms were open co the weather ar all times created a more healrhy environment 
for the children. Fendalcon School and St Mark's School, Opawa, in Christchurch 
were cwo examples of open air schools in Canterbury. In July 1929 the Kaiapoi 

Branch ofche Mothers' Un-
ion he ld a meeting co discuss 
the possibi lity of the new 
school adopting this design. 
The Canterbury Educarion 
Board however decided co 
build a conventional four­
building school. Each b lock 
had cwo classrooms in ir sepa­
rated from each orher by a 
corridor. The schoo l was of­
ficial ly opened on 3 June 1930 
by R.W.Hawke who was the 
Member of Parliamem for 
Kaiapoi from 1925-35. 

Kr,iflpoi Borough Sd,ool r !950's - ro11,1esv Kr1iflpoi ,l/11se11111 

In June 1931, a year after 
che pupils had shifted co their 
new school, the Council re­

ceived a series of complaints about che disgraceful state of the old school buildings. 
Although the buildings were no longer suitable as class rooms it was thought chat 
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they would be useful co the community as meeting rooms, for although dilapidated, 
the buildings were of a handsome construction. After much correspondence 
between the Council and the Canterbury Education Bo-ard, the Board agreed co 
hand over the buildings co the Council in December 1931. By March 1932 the Boy 
Scouts, the Girl Guides, the R.S.A. , the St John's Ambulance, the Workers' 
Educational Association, and the Racing Pigeon Club had rented rooms on various 
nights in the old school now known as the Borough Hall. 

Over the second half of the 1920's commerce in Kaiapoi operated in an 
increasingly unstable economic environment. In 1925 the Board ofDireccors of the 
Woollen Mill resolved co write down the share capital of the company co three 
shillings per share. This reduced the capital of the company from six hundred 
thousand pounds co five hundred and ten thousand pounds. The direccors felt that 
this move would counteract a slump in demand in the textile industry combined 
with the fluctuating but generally high price of wool. The problems experienced 
in 1925 were revisited but intensified. In the fo llowing year the mi ll owners were 
required co cope with a continuing slump and a home market increasingly supplied 
by imported goods. The management resorted co an accepted practice in order co 
reduce costs, namely a reduction in the cost of labour. During the first half of 1926 
the mill was put on short time - this only eighteen months after a night shift had 
been introduced co cope with the then, overwhelming, demand for the mill's 
products. It seemed co the direccors they had done as much as they could co control 
the sirnacion and that assistance from the government was now required. The 
solution co the New Zealand textile manufacturing industry's problems, according 
co the Board, was for the government was co give it protection in the form of 
increased duties on imported textiles. 

In the 1927 annual report the direccors argued chat only with the growth 
of secondary industries could there be a better economic base and steady 
employment for the country. It was observed that the increased mechanization 
of farms meant a loss of jobs in the primary industries but chat loss could be 
more than made up, if there was more government encouragement of secondary 
industries. 

1925 was also a bad year for the North Canterbury Sheepfarmers' Co-operative 
Freezing Export and Agency Company Limited. It recorded a loss of approxi­
mately twenty thousand pounds. The company was able to absorb the loss co some 
degree by creating an appropriation account co which the loss was transferred. This 
action paralleled the action taken by the direccors of the Woollen Mill. Unfortu­
nately the Board did not have the same degree of success as the direccors of the mill 
because of the British Coalminers' strike in 1926. 

The Coalminers' strike began in June 1926 and lasted until November of that 
year. Unfortunately for the Freezing works those months coincided with the time 
that a large consignment of the company's scock was arriving in London. At the 
annual meeting in December 1926 the chairman, G.D.Greenwood, reported that 
the Company realised ten thousand pounds below cost on the portion of the 
company's scock arriving in Britain during chose months. Overall circumstances 
such as these meant chat the company had co pose a loss for 1926, of approximately 
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one hundred and eighty pounds. The Board stressed the importance of the 
continuing loyalty of shareholders co the company co ensure an ongoing supply of 
scock. 

1927 saw an improvement in the company's position co the extent chat it was 
able co declare a six per cent dividend co its shareholders. Nevertheless the events 
of the previous years had made both the direccors and the shareholders nervous 
over the future ofche company. Loyalty was again urged upon the shareholders by 
the Board and this was reinforced by a resolution proposed by G.T.Jones and 
unanimously passed at the Annual General Meeting. The resolution urged that all 
shareholders become working agents for the company by soliciting support for the 
works from their friends and neighbours. 

Blackwell's score experienced similar problems co those experienced by both 
the Woollen Mill and the Freezing Company during the years 1925-27. The score 
had co explore means its maintaining its profitability. H.H.Blackwell had assumed 
greater responsibility for running the business and it was largely through his efforts 
chat the depressed counter sales were offset by the score actively seeking other 
cuscomers. H.H.Blackwell established lists of country cuscomers who were able co 
telephone their orders co the shop and have the goods delivered co chem on a daily 
basis through either the mail, the train, or bus service. In addition the score 
employed a travelling drapery salesman who provided a weekly service co country 
cuscomers. These two innovations helped maintain the turnover of the score and 
at times increased it. H.H.Blackwell continued co explore other methods of 
expanding the business of the score. He underscood the value of advertising and 
made extensive use of marketing cools co increase the rnrnover. He also made 
personal contact with the farming clientele and through these links was able co 
establish a substantial indent business for horse and cow covers. The score had 
always had a bakery and under H.H.Blackwell's guidance it developed the 
wholesale side of its trade in cakes and small goods. Blackwells coped with the 
uncertain years by actively seeking Ollt new cuscomers and by expansion of existing 
areas of trade. 

It would seem however that the techniques adopted by the Woollen Mills, the 
Freezing works and Blackwell's score although keeping those enterprises viable 
did little co curb the growing unemployment problem in Kaiapoi. In July 1925 the 
Borough Council recorded chat there was a great deal of unemployment in the 
cown. The Council had been urged by the secretary of the Trades Hall Unemploy­
ment Committee in Christchurch co put in hand any contemplated works so that 
the unemployed in the district would have some income co tide them over the 
winter months. There is no record chat the Counci l did bring forward any of its 
contemplated works and it muse be concluded that the unemployed in the district 
in 1925 were able co either obtain work or find some other means of supporting 
themselves. 

The unemployment problem again became visible the following year and this 
time it seemed co be more acute. In July 1926 it was reported by the Council that 
there were abom twenty men unemployed in the district and chat it was probable 
chat the Council would be asked co provide work for chem. The difficulties with 
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unemployment were shared by Christchurch. The Mayor of chat city wrote co the 
Kaiapoi Council cowards the end of July explaining that the City Council had 
decided co subsidise the Christchurch Unemployment Committee up co two 
thou_sand two hundred pounds. In addition the Christchurch City Counci I thought 
that it would be prudent for a conference of local body representatives co be called 
co discuss _rhe unemployment problem in the region. It is probable that the City 
Council wished co make sure that each local body had a plan co cope with its own 
unemployed. 
. By Augustthe R.S.A. was sufficiently concerned about unemployment amongst 
its members to send a deputation to the Council's meeting. The deputation of 
l\f essrs J .S. Ba~er, J .Gordon and Doctor Ramsey suggested that their unemployed 
members be given the chance to cut firewood in the Council's reserves. The R.S.A. 
wa prepared co buy the trees from the Council and put its twenty unemployed 

members, five married men and 
fifteen single men, on piece­
work. The Council resolved to 
give the Association the trees 
with the expectation that any 
profit made from the sale of the 
firewood be put into a fund for 
the support of the unemployed 
both at the time and in the fu­
ture. The Council formed a 
committee of Councillors 
Hurst, Giller and Thorne to 
oversee the work and to deter­
m ine the trees which the R.S.A. 
could cut down. It was further 
resolved to give unemployed 
men in the borough, other than 
returned soldiers, the chance to 
cut up trees in the Domain at 
ten shillings a cord. 

Between August 1926 and 
June 1927 unemployment did 
not seem co be as urgent a prob­
lem as it had been. Seasonal 
jobs such as haymaking and 
harvesting work on farms and 
the killing season recommenc­
ing at the Freezing works prob­
ably soaked up the unemployed 
during those months. 

By July , however, there 
Doctor ,l/n.w~}e/1 Ramsay - co11rtes1• Kaiapoi ,l/11se11111 were indications that the prob-
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lem was again ca using concern. At the Counci I meeting of 5 Jul y the l\ layor moved 
char the Works Committee consider findin g work for the relief of unemployed 
married men. The Mayo r also recommended chat an unemploy ment fund be seL 
up to help relieve distress among chose in the borough without a job. Vickery went 
on t0 suggest that all loca l institutions be written to and asked to contribute to the 
fund. This last request was res ponded to immediatel y by the Canterbury Woollen 
I\ I ill s Employees Union which senra donation of five pounds. I\ I r A. I I. Lane, owner 
of the Grand Thea ere, offered hi s building free of charge to thcCouncil as a place 
where the unemployed could meet and from which aid could be co-ord inated. By 
August the l\layor's Relief Fund had received donations from C.l\lorgan Williams, 
the Presbyte rian Church, the Kaiapoi Woollen !\fills Union, the Kaiapoi Woollen 
I\ lill s Company and Ivory's urseries. The I isr including individu a ls as well as large 
and sma ll companies gives some indication of the depth of feelin g in the commu­
nity for the problems of the un e mployed. 

In the winter of 1928 the seasonal pattern of unemployment once again 
established itself. A spec ial meeting was held by the Council on 9 Jul y to discuss 
a number of projects that The Pines Association felt were necessary in the 
settlement. The Pines deputation of l\lcssrs E.l\lonk, R.l\lonk, Brown, I lopkins, 
Clarke, l\lcGarry, and \V.H.Srack asked that the roads in the settlement be put in 
order, that the Oval be raised and drained, chat the Beach be kept clean with a 
ca retaker to be appo inted to supervise the c lea n-up. Th e deputation proposed chat 
some of the money needed for chose casks be raken out of the property rents that 
the Council rece ived . 

Representatives of the Beautify ing Association and the R.S.A. also attended 
this meeting. At first glance it ma y have appeared char the Council was attem­
pting to avoid the issues that The Pines Association had raised by hav ing the 
other organisations represented. It soon became apparent that the Council 
wished to have a plan to cope with the unemployment problem and it saw in 
the needs of The Pines settlement and the organisational skills of the other 
two associations the solution to the perennial unemployment problem. After 
some discussion on both the needs of the community as a whole and the needs 
of the unemployed in particular it \\as decid ed to set up an Unemployment 
Relief Committee composed of representatives of The Pines Association, 
the Beautifying Association, rhc R.S.A. and the Council. Boch the R.S.A. and 
The Pines Association donated funds to the Relief Committee. The Beautifying 
Association undertook to engage the labour that was available, for its projects. 
For its part the Council appeared t0 take a supervisory role. Each of the 
organisations had three of its members on the Unemployment Relief 
Committee with the Council hav ing the Mayor as a fourth and ex-officio 
member. 

The first cask that the Unemployed Relief Committee undertook was to open 
a subscription I iscand ask that residents in Kaiapoi and the beac h settlements make 
donations. By the middle of August the Council decided that it should assume 
responsibility for the financial management of the Unemployment Relief Com­
mittee in order to obrai n the government subsidy for such funds more quickly. This 

Z-t9 



Kr,iapoi, A Swmh for lrlmtilJ' 

move may have been rhe firsr inclicarion rhar rhe Council wished ro weaken rhe 

power of rhe committee. By the encl of August it was apparcnr that the l\layor, at 

least, was uncomfortable with rhe establishment of the Relief Commitree as he 

referred ro rhe members as being "self appointed". \Vh ile this was true ro a certain 

extenr the Council had acquiesced in rhe composition of rhe committee at the 

special meeting on 9 July. It seemed char with the summer easing of rhe 

unemploymenr problem rhe Council's problem wirh the Relief Committee, 
imagined or real, also eased. 

Another social problem rhar affected rhe community became apparent in 

the lasr years of rhe l 920's. Although Kaiapoi had been served by medical 

practitioners since rhe time of Samuel Beswick the rown, unlike both Rangiora 

and Oxford, had never had a publicly funded hospital. Jn 1908 Docrors Crawshaw 

and Davies had built a nursing home in Smith Street. Over rhe years this 

small enterprise became the clefacto public hospital for the rown. It carered 

for marernity needs as well as a few general medical cases. By the !arc 1920's 

rhe esrablishmenr was in need of modernisarion in order ro comply with Deparc­

menr of Heath regulations. The Council was alerted ro rhe problem in April 

1927 by Councillor Gillet who suggesred that the Council should approach 

rhe North Canrerbury Hospital Board with a requesr char it should supply the 

town with a marernity home. This suggestion was followed up at rhe Council 

meeting of 24 l\fay when Docror Ramsey asked rhe Council ro do all in its 

power ro convince the Hospital Board that the Nursing Home was in need of 
assistance. 

The disrricr's doctors had written ro the Hospital Board in April asking that rhe 

Board establish a marernity home in Kaiapoi. The Board had referred those lecrers 

to its Hospital Committee forconsiderarion. At its meering on 2-4 l\Jay, rhe Hospira! 

Committee recommended that rhe establishmenr of a home in Kaiapoi should be 

considered during the discussion of rhe following year's esrimares. This was a 

convenienr way of posrponing a decision on rhe matter. 

In rerms of riming it was unforrunare rhat both rhe Council and the Hospira! 

Committee had met on the same day as it was nor until the July meering of 

the Council rhar ir was notified of the Commirrce's recommendarion. Ar the 

same time as rhe Hospital Board informed the Council of irs decision the Board 

issued an invitation to rhe Council ro send a deputation so char rhe marrer could 

be more fully discussed . The deputation which cons is red ofrhel\Jayor, r l.l\,Jclnrosh, 

Councillor Thorne and Doctor Ramsey mer with the Board on 27 July. A 

more reasonable requesr was made of rhe Hospital Board by rhe deputation, ar 

lease in the view of rhe Board. Insread of asking for a new matcrniry home 

ir requested assistance from the Board in order to keep rhe presenr fur ing 
Home open. 

The deputation reported ro rhe Council in the firsr week of August. Ar what it 

termed a "good meering", the deputarion reported rhar the Hospira! Board had 

decided ro refer the request ro irs finance committee. The finance committee did 

nor meet until rhe encl of Augusr and it recommended rhar the Board granr a fifty 

pound subsidy ro rhe Nursing Home ro be reviewed afrer 3 l March 1928. l r also 
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decided rhat the subsidy would be granted on rhe understanding rhar any incligenr 

. k · . ff-ser aga1nsr rhe amount.(IS) 
par1enr was robe ta en in as an o . I calir the Nursing [ lome required 

The subsidy was to be only a ropl-gap. 'c11 r ds Yer by rhc Healrh Department. 
I • d b · g ,r up tor 1e scan ar s ' 

more func s 111 or er to rrn d R c uesrcd another mcering with the 
In June 1928 Docrors Gillert an amsey r q 

Kr,iapoi Rerl tross ! .orl1;e, the f onner ,\ '11rsi11g //0111e - m11rtesy Kaiapoi ,l/11se11111 . 

Council ro discuss the plight of rhe Nursing I Iom_c. The crisis po111t had ~~1~~ 

reached because the I lealth Department was refusing tclo rene,~l;hh; l~~:~~;s had 
• 1 cl seed had been came out. 

the improvements It 1a reque cl ouncls ·rn amounr 

esrimarecl that the improvemenrs would cosre o:~ ~1!~~~~~1: C~uncil ~~proach the 

beyond their own means. Docror Ramsey suggNs . \-1 He argued further 

I Iospital Board to ask if ir would take over the -~rs,;~~m:~~~~~ essenrial (; rhe well 

chat in an industrial t,?;.vn su;h as K:~:~~~/~h ~~~ro~ Ramsey and called the request 

being of the peopBle. Iclhe" Liyoragbl ,, ' L'l1e Council underrook ro approach rhe 
I 1-1 · ta! oar reason a e . . k 

ro r 1e osp, . f I Board This was clone and the commmce underroo. ro 
[ lospiral Committee o t 1e , · 

enquire further inro the marcer. . grave a concern for the communiry ro 
The whole question however was _coo ' ' · ofrhe Council, 

allow it r1o r~r \ :ich the I ~oJ~~~atl :c~~;;;~r:i~ ~: c,~:,~ ~!,i~l~:,~:~1e:~~f of rhe Woollen 

Council or 
1
c __:-ery mov I cl ther local authorities and the 

t\lills and rhe l~ rcez1ng works as "';II as the_ o gescl,oec·c1ecl to se11cl a deputation 
· · \ I , n,erencc ,c was · 1 

~e~~-i;s:s~ti~~s~~t~,i~~-·i:c ~0 \~~e ~Ospital Committee co appeal co the Board ro take 

(15) North Cantcrbur, I lo..,pirnl anU Ch::ir,rnblc A1tl i murc oo . . -. . ~I" B k Juh 19 ' 7 - NOi ember 1927, p.55 
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over che Nursing Home. As a resulc of chis plea che Hospira! Committee decided 

to sec up a sub-commiccee to invescigate the matter. The sub-commiccee consisted 

of the chairman of the Board, Mr Otley, and rwo Board members, ~Jessrs Evans and 

l lolland. The sub-committee visiced Kaiapoi and found exaccly what it had been 

told by the de_putation, thac che Nursing Home had closed owing co a lack of funds 

and the requirements of che Health Departmenc. The sub-committee recom­

mended thac_ the Finance comm ittee be instrucced to grant rhe Kaiapoi Nursing 

Home a su bsidy of one hundred and fifty pounds so thac it could reopen. Th is was 

done_ at che 22 August meeting of che ll ospita l Board and che reopening of the 

urs1ng Home should, thereafter, have been a formalicy. However there was a 

slight delay while the inspeccion of the refurbished premises by the J-Jcalch 

Depa!·tment was awaited. The Department's inspector, Doctor Paget, was ill. The 

flosp1tal Board requested the appointment of another inspector in September. Jc 

1s noc clear from the record whecher or not this request was agreed to but at che 

meeting of the Hospital Board in February 1929, the Finance commi ttee was ab le 

to report that the ursing Home was again a going concern and chat it would hand 

ove r the subsidy as soon as was practical. (16) 

This episode in the town's history illustrated some problems rhac we re preva­

lent 111 the development of Kaiapoi. A crisis point for the Nursing Home had to be 

reached before there was some resolution. Firscly the private Nursing ll omc was 

seen as :idequate for the needs of che town by both che citizens and che [-lospital 

B_oard . I· rom the rnne of 1cs estab li shment until 1927 the Home's standards were 

high e nough to ensure chat no serious problems were encountered with infant and/ 

or materna l death. Ics past success thus became the problem. lfics inadequacies had 

been apparent during 1921-24 when the Hospital Board was embark ing 011 
a 

programme of establishing country hospitals chen Kaiapoi may have had a Board 

controlled establishment such as thac which was built in Rangiora in I 92.J.. 

Secondly, and more importantly, eh ere was an attirude problem which although 

n?t a lwa_ys documented undoubtedl y existed. It can be seen in the slowness 

w1rh which che Hospital Board acted when it was a lerted co the problems of 

the urs1ng Home. The firsc subsi_dy of fifty pounds was clearly inadequace 

and this would have been recognised 1fthe_I Io_spital Board had visited the ursing 

Home at the time. It was noc until che district deputation in 1928 put a strong 

case to the Board to take over the Home that the Board decided to send a 

commicree to invesci_ga ce chc situation. It is not clear whether by chat time 

the Board had lost the 111cent1vew establish country hospitals or whether ic was just 

reluctant to establish one 111 Ka1apo1. There was certainly an air of relief apparent 

111 che Board 111111 ures when 1c re po reed thacche Nursing [ Iome was a goi ng concern 
aga111. 

The success of the Kaiapoi community in providing resources for itself often 

prevented the dcv_e lopment of chose resources by outs ide agencies once the point 

was reached ac wh ich support by the commun icy was no longer possible. The fact 

that the town, because of its industrial base, was seen as different by the rest of 

( 16) North Canrcrbur) I lospital and Charitable Aid ~linuccs Books December 1928. April 1929 p.J.l 

252 

PMre, Progress. Pot•e11y (l11r/ l\ '(lr 

Canterbury often made it hard for the town to convince outsiders that it needed 

help. Thi seemed to be true in che case ofrhe Nursing Home. . 

The Kaiapoi Branch ofrhe Women 's Chriscian Temperance U111on had to try 

to overcome prejudice and the law in rhe same wa y that the town had to overco~11e 

the slow response of rhe Hospital Board to the Nursing Home_ problem. 1 he 

\V.C.T.U. wanted to ensure the continuat ion of the creche chac 1r had run for a 

number of years. Essentia ll y che creche was a room where mothers could atrendato 

needs of their children when they were in the town shopping or conducting other 

business. The Counci l had always supported the running_of the creche by an 

annua l donation and so it seemed to the Temperance Union that _as _a na~L~ral 

progression the Counci l would be willing to house the crechc 1111ts build1-'.1gs._ I he 

Counc il asked rhe Iunicipal Association for an op 1n1 on on ~he matter. 1 he 1ep ly 

from rhe Association's so li citor was received by the Council at its Octobe~ 1927 

meeting. In essence the Council was advise_d _char although under section J03 of 

the ~lunicipal Corporation Act it cou ld subs1d1se, or mak_e grancs to, or lease land 

to a creche, it could not under section 304 of che Act acquire any build111g to use as 

a crechc. As a result of this adv ice the Counci l decided to refer the matter to the 

Finance Committee. The Comm ittee recommended that a building be ~~need t~ 

the \V.C .T. U. for its creche. The Union had to agree to have the word crech~ 

painted 011 the building and during certain hours to have an acrendant on duty 111 

the building. The provision of such a room seemed to be a simp le requesc an_d yet 

because of the provisions of che ~ I unicipal Corporations An both the Council and 

che Temperance Union were puc to some trouble to provide this ame111cy for the 

women and children of Kaiapoi. 

The second half of the 1920's also saw chc continuation of the fight_ to keep 

co ntrol of the electrical supply for che town. Although it seeme_d to Ka1apo1 c1t1zens 

chac they had retained control of their e lectrical supply 111 1925, che North 

Cancerbury E lectric Power Board did not give up easily. After the consmut1on of 

che Board in Jul y 1927 it took over all the Public Works Department 's rec1culac1on 

norch of the Waimakariri. This meant that the Public Works Deparcmenr cou ld no 

longer supp ly the borough with power. Instead the town was required to obtain 

electricity from che North Canterbury E lectric Power Board. The Board c!1deav~ 

oured to use che advantage char supply of current gave 1c, to compel both Ka1apo1 

and Rangiora Boroughs to join the Board. The Board wichdrew the favourable 

terms chat che boroughs had enjoyed from the Public Works Department. The 

issue became very serious when the North Canterbury E lectric Power Board 

gazetted a notice in Jul y 1928 notify ing chat both boroughs were 111 the outer area 

of chc Board's disrricc. le was decided chat a depurar1on of the~ l~yo r of Ka1apo1, 

H.C.Rcvell and the Borough 's electrica l engineer, H.\V.Childs, J01n,w1ch repre­

sentatives from Rangiora and visic to Wellington to put the boroughs case to the 

Prime ,J inister, J .G.Coarcs. In chc period becwcen Jul y 1928 and September 1_928 

che relationship between both boroughs and the Power Board became ex_cepr1on­

a ll y stra ined. In August che Board wrote co che Kaiapoi Borough C~~ncil srat1ng 

chat the it 's offer was not open for further d1scuss1on or rev1swn. I he Co_unc il 

decided to do noching until ic had discussed the matter with Rang1ora Counc il and 
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the Prime l\finister. By September the Board had stated that it would require 

~~andard rates for the supply of electricity and a two hundred pound service charge. 

l his ulnmawm, as the Borough Council termed it, was senr to the Prime l\linister 

who responded by sending Mr Kissell ro arbitrate between the boroughs and the 

Power Board. As a resu It of Mr Kissell 's negotiations, an agreemenr was reached on 

charges for the supply of current which was comparable to that which the borough 

had negotiated with the Public 'vVorks Department. In addition the boroughs had 

to agree not to supply any consumer in the Power Board's district with the Board 

agreeing not to supply any existing consumer in each borough. At last the Kaiapoi 

_Borough Council had been able to establish control over the supply of electric ity 

111 the town. At its 25 September meeting the Council recorded its thanks to the 

Honourable D.Buddo, J.P. , D. Jones, l\l.P. and J.f I. Blackwell for assisting in the 

negotiations with the Power Board. 

The late l920's also saw an expansion of the Kaiapoi Borough Council's 

territory in_ the north west of the settlement. There had been , for some time, a 

problem with a road access for the Eyre County. ft had been suggested that in 

return for g1v111g pan of the cemetery reserve to the Eyre County, the Kaiapoi 

Borough could rece ive what was known as the 'vVi!lock Settlement. A conference 

was scheduled between the two local bodies to deal with the land matter. Tn a 

statement revealing the over-riding farming background of the Eyre Counry 

Councillors the Kaiapoi Council's minutes of February 1927 recorded that the 

conference would not take place until after the harvest had finished. 

The harvest was well and truly over by 3 June when the conference was held. 

At the meeting the two local bodies came to an agreement over the land involved. 

The Kaiapoi Council accepted sixty pounds fro'm the Eyre Counry for the land 

taken for road rurposes on condition th at if the Eyre County was able to acquire 

a pomon of land from the Read's block it wou ld sell it ro the Council for sixty 

pounds. The Council also agreed to include in its territory the land known as the 

Willock or Kaikanui settlement as shown on a map prepared by l\lr Newton. In 

accept111g_th ,_s pomon of the Eyre County into the borough the Counci l had to make 

prov1s1on 111 its budget for the extension of its drainage and sanitary plans into the 
new land pomon. 

ot all the resiclenrs in the Willock Settlement were pleased to have their status 

changed. In Jul y the Eyre Counry noti fiecl the Borough Council that it had received 

a petition from a number of residents stating that they wished to remain under the 

jurisdiction of the county council. The county inforn~ed the borough that it would 

be prepared to await clevelopmenrs. The Kaiapoi Council on the other hand 

clec,cled to take a more active part in securing the sett lement for the borough. It was 

clec1cled that for reasons of public health it was essential that the settlement be 

inclucled_in the borough. By the encl of 1927 the borough was able to report that a 

fresh pet1t1on had been presenred to the Governor-Genera l for the inclusion of the 

Willock Settlement in the borough. The worries of the \\'illock Settlement 

residents s~emed to be al levi:tecl after a number of people formed a deputation to 

the Council 111 January 1928. fhe main concern of the deputation was to influence 

the Counc il over the improvements to the settlement. 
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The whole issue was finally resolved in April 1928 when at a sitting of the Land 

Commission the Settlement was included in the territory of the Borough Counc, I. 

I 11 many respects 1928 was an hiaws between the years of econom,'; flucwat1~ns 

and uncertainty and impending traumas of the Great Depression. l•or Kaiapo1 1t 

was a yea r of ce lebration. It was fifty years s ince the estab li shment of the Borough 

Council in May 1868. AJ ubilee Committee was formed and planned 111 conJLll1Ct~on 

with the Beautifying Association a weekend ce lebrar1on at the_encl of March. 1 he 

Beamifying Association had a lready decided to have a procession and a ball on 2-l 

larch but when the [ayor, J--1.C.Revell , was consulted he informed the Commit­

tee chat he would not be in Kaiapoi that weekend. le was then decided to have the 

celebrations on rhe weekend beginning Friday 16 l\larch. On char da y there was an 

officia l reception held at the Drill Hall at 2 pm followed b_y afterno_on r~a. In the 

evening a conversazione labe ll ed as a great fnenclly garhenng of Ka1apo1 past and 

present was held fol lowed by supper. On Sawrday the Beautifying Asso~1anon 

held a Jubilee Carniva l. The afternoon started with a procession from _rhe Dnll Hall 

to rhe Domain. The theme of the process ion was the progress of K_a,apo, _through 

the ages to modern times and beyo nd. The Fire Brigade showed its anc ient and 

modern equipment. J.D.Coup had hi s bullocks and waggon and I--1.G.EII ~n o ld 

time coach and four horses in the parade. Once at the Doma111 the Beaut1fy111g 

Association conducted side shows and sta ll s. The stalls included novelty, sweets, 

children's, cake and produce stalls. There was a refreshment tent~~ wel_l as a sta ll 

selling ice cream and fruit salad. As in previous ce lebrarwns the I ual:,1~,v1 Maon 

were invited to put down a hangi which was ready 111 the m,d afternoon. I he hang1 

food was served in flax baskets. Throughout the afternoon there were lolly 

scrambles for the chi ldren and musical interludes provided by the K_a1apo1 Brass 

Band and a group described as The Dark Town Fire_ Brigade. The Ka,apo,_branch 

of the R.S.A. ran a beauty contest with pri zes supp li ed by the \~ool len Mill. The 

day finished with a dance in the Drill Hall run by the R.S.A. ~he ce lebranons 

concluded on Sunday afternoon with a combined church service on the lawn 

around the War l\lemorial. . . 

Jn addition to the activ iti es arranged by the Beautifying Assoc1a~1on and the 

R.S.A. rhere were tours arranged for chose who wan red to see rhe town s 111dusme~. 

This was a significant part ofrhe ce leb rat ions as the tours underl111?d the towns 

identity as an industrial centre. A permanent record of the Borough s history was 

compi led into a booklet produced by E.J--1.Andrews from the ].Loth ian Wilson 

records lent to Andrews by L.L.Wilson. . 

Councillor Vickery had ca ll ed for a new Coat of Arms for the town 111 October 

1927 and a committee had been set up to make recommendanons. A ye,:r lat_e,: for 

the town's jubilee rhe new design forthe Coat of Arms was approved. In his ong111al 

design l\lr Willis had rhe words "Te Rauparaka" enscrib~d on tl~,e c_resr._ T~; 

Counc il decided not co accept the wording and preferred 111stead Ka1apo1h1a • 

"Te Rauparaka" was interpreted as the Kai Tahu version of the words te rauparanga 

meaning an offer ing or sacrifi ce. The Coun c il_ preferred to have the words substi­

tuted because it did not see Kaiapoi as needing to make an offenng or sacnfice 

especia ll y in its jubilee year. 
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. Sacrifices abounclccl however when in che lase ~ar f I " . . 
caughc up 1n ,nccrn·'c i·ona l problc 1 . 1 

Y O cie decade Ka1apo1 was 
" ' ms w11c1 cx·ice b d · · · 

nomic clifficulcies The greac cco 1 · . cl '. r ace ex,snng social and eco-
oping from the mi~fclle I 920'. . 't~1c epress_1on which had been slowly clevcl-

fo llowing che collapse in ~;;~~~~ \1;2;o~~clc~~~ch clev,as~aci'.1gancl suscainecl fo~-ce 

coHapsc of such an innucncial marker clircccly affecc~~ c(ork Scock J\farkec. _ 1 he 
Ka1apo1, ciccl as chcy were co chc im . ie two ma3or 1nclusmes 111 

cheir produces. The Freezing worl·:rnano'.1al m~~ker place eh rough che expon of 

produces were sem overseas ()rinc:) '·~ts cs JBJcc ,a y vuln erab le as nearly all of ics 
TI 1928 , Ja yco main. 

Expo:t and /g~~~ayl ~eo~101rpcao,1f chre· orcdh Camcrbury Shcepfarmers, Co-Operac i ve 
' Y J,m,cc revealed a los f · · 

pounds. The loss was generated b . f II. . so Jusc over six chousand 
ics produces The c1· ' cl ya a Ill che prices char che works received for 

che Gcnerai' Rescr~~el~~~L~no!acnd~~~l~~~~i~>ss by wricing_six chousand pounds off 

Ac che Shareholders Annua l ~rccc· ) 1 
rng co pay a d,v ,clencl co shareholders. 

' " 1ngc1ecompanywas I · 
che open door policy for scockhold , . . ,1 . urgec co reca1n and promoce 
al ly cook chc risl· of se ll' h ers anima ls. l his mcam char farmers individu-

' · ing c e ca rcasses buc chc co 11 . k ... 
che killing and rransporcacion of che cl 

1 
1 p,llly coo · respo ns1bil1cy for 

TI c . . pro uccs co c 1c market. 
. le 192 '.J year was a cris is year for chc corn . ' . - · 

prices for meac and wool fcll .sh I I /any in rno ,cspcccs. l"1rst ly che 
suscainecl a loss ofjusc over cwem arp y le iroug iouc che year and che company 

beginning of che cracling year cl1acy nine c iousancl pounds. le was obvious from chc 
. ' , prices were 111 a do, , . I · I · 

pc1ngcocopewichchischcdireccors · cl . II inwa,c sp 1ra ancl 1n atcem-

chought char an amalgamacion wicha~a~:~~c,a )/he chairman, G.O.Grecnwoocl, 

would safeguard chc inccrescs ofsharel1o lcl ;r urv "~ozen f\_leac Compa ny Limicccl 

shareholders was held in Apri I J 929 wich . s. ~n cxcrao~d1 nary genera l meecing of 
meecing was excr·wrdinary fo . I an ,1cccndancc of chrce hundred. The 

' ' r mo1 c c 1an one reaso G cl 
aclvocace of chc plan, was absem in A I· . . , n. rccnwoo , a known 
che plan , was voced inco che cha ir [ L;s_cra ,a and]. ! I.Blackwe ll , an opponencofche 

Board was c1ividecl over cl1e pla ,1 c . n 11s1 opening add ress Blackwell scacecl char chc 
1 ,orama gamanonandcl • · J · · · . 

way co conduce che meccing was co all ' I' , _iac in 11s op 1n1 on chc fa1resc 

fo ll owed by a clireccor oppos~d ' f" o1;_c c ,~ccrnr in favou r ofchc plan sreak, 

associacion required rhe agreemen~oo;c~~o~l:i;d c fexpla,n:d char chc arcic les of 

confirmanon ac a shareholders meecing. so che cl1rcccors co be followed by 

F .f--1. Couragespokeinfavourofsellingchcw I· cl . 
equ ivalem of seve11cy fi I cl or ,s an said char chc offer was chc 

,vc c iousan pounds Th· . . If . 
argumem when che company ,1,·1s c cl . I . at in I csc was a persuasive 

. '· ,ace 11·1c1amounc1nglo ~ I 1 che ma3oricy of shareho lders ·1c eh . ss or c ic year. -fowevcr 
· , c mecnng were noc pc . . cl cl \f • . 

Blackwell and discussing his ' . rsua c . f cer l1 scen1 ng co 
overwhelmingly co recain che scacemcncAaga,nsc se lling, che shareholder. voced 

company s a ll"l)' of m I· 1 responsible co producers ic ~,,as · cl ' a, ,ng cie company more 
. ' suggcste ac che encl f · 1 . 

supp l1 ersshou lclbuyounhcsharesofche"dr "shar I I o ~;ccnng c1ac_ accl\·c 
noc ea ken furchcr ac char point. y c 10 clers. l hac suggesnon was 

As ,soften che case in maners such as chis che. f, . . 

aga1 n ac a furcher excraord inary meeci ng held'. J ,ssu;I1ol c1ma lgamanon was raised 
in_ une. ic mcenng w1cl1 abouc cwo 
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hundred and fifry shareholders present conside red two reso luci ons. The first 

was co se ll che company co che Cancerbury Frozen !eat Company. \Vithin chat 

rcsol ucion eh e re were a numbe r of means ouclinecl by which che Cancerbury Frozen 

f\leac Company could acquire che works. The mosc peninem clause within 

che resolution was one which soughc an assura nce chat the Kaiapoi works would 

be kepc open for at lease cwo yea rs afrer the proposed sa le dace in Ocrnber. 

The second resolucion proposed che liquidacion of che company. The resolu­

cions were put co a vote ac che end ofan cxp lanac ion ofche company's situation by 

Greenwood. The vote was lose noc reaching the required chree fourc hs majority by 

a subscantial nine hundred votes. 
The clause char required che Canccrbury Frozen f\leac Company co keep 

che Kaiapoi Works open for at lease cwo years frighcened many shareholde rs as 

chey believed char afre r che period che works would be closed and chey would 

find chemselves back in che situation they had been before che works had been 

conscrucced. 
Ac the Annual General f\Ieecing and as a result of losing che voce at 

che excraorclinary meetings cwo of che direccors, F.I-1.Courage and f\,1.f\l.f\lcRae, 

resigned . Greenwood's term on che Board was up and he did noc seek re­

elecc ion. The new Chairman was J.H.Blackwe ll, chc man who had foughc so 

hard co have che works sired ac Kaiapoi and who had worked equa ll y hard co 

prevem che sa le. 
In many ways ic could noc have been a worse time co ass ume concrol of a 

company thac depended on exporcs. However Blackwell was a suicable chairman 

co gu ide che company through difficulc times . I Ii s unerring faich in the compa ny 

and his belief in ics va lu e co Kaiapoi made sure char eventual ly the company was 

viab le. 
In 1930 che Company made a loss ofjusc under five and a halfch ousancl pounds 

which, of cou rse, was added co che loss from che previous year. In order co comro l 

chc losses the company reduced che number of sa lari ed scaffand cue down on the 

fees paid co che clireccors. Jc also vigorous ly pursued che "Open Door" policy for 

its producer sharehold e rs. 
The fo ll owing year chis policy resulced in an increase in scock being offered co 

che company and in spice of the depressed world marker chc company was able co 

make a smal l profit. This was cransferred co che Appropriacion Account. The slow 

process of recovery from che depression fo r che Freezing works ended in 1936 when 

che company had a cred ic balance and was ab le co pay ics shareh olders a firsc 

dividend since 1927. 
LJ nlike che Freezing works che yea rs I 928-1930 were relacively steady ones for 

che Kaiapoi Woo ll en f\l ill s. In 1928, the Ju bi lee year of the company, a dividend was 

able co be paid for the firsc rime since 1922 . Boch ofche company 's mills ac Kaiapoi 

and Rad ley worked ac full capacicy chroughouc che year. The company had nearly 

one chousand emp loyee . In its promocional macerial the company adopced the 

idea char ic was che pacriocic ducy of everyone co purchase Kaiapoi goods. The same 

opcimiscic ou cl ook was reported in che annua l reports of 1929 and 1930 although the 

lauer coma ined a noce of warning, in documeming the fall in woo l price. 
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The Great Depression hit the woollen mill· 1~1 , • 

a nd the mill's exports ll'erc so ltl . I in _,1_ \\ oo l prices had slumped 
.1 • in extreme )' dcJJressed .1. 1 d . . 

1111 I experienced kcene , • . . . mai ,ets. n a d1t1on th e 
r compct1t1 on 111 its do · 1 ' 

compet itors. In March 193 1 t l1 e ·11 K . . mesc1c mar see cs from ove rseas 
- , m1 at a1apo 1 was red d fi d . 

week. l he directors reported serious rob! ,· ucc to a ive ay working 
that month. In the fo ll owing month eh: ov ems 11 ith the payment of acco unts in 
felt by the directors that the K . . g crnment anno unced a wage c ue. It was 

, a1apo1 company shou ld not be the first one to move 

Fom 11m 11~~1 ojfire .rlfl{f li11i11poi ll'oollm ,I/ill 1933 
~fir/; /'Oil'\ 7 0111 Dmbble, !,io11el 0mm, .lfld: Rid/flrrl., I , . _. , .. 
I• m 11i· Rtdlf!rr/s, Sf!llt Rirbf!rr/s · 0"· .,e Om/1/, 7 0111 II tl/1r1111.ro11 , ll'illi11111 f/1111, 

(,i-11111• / 'Oil'' ,I/ad· G'n•ettw•ood tlbrr1br1111 lY' ' ' 
I · ' 111•·e11•1• Ceorw' Cn,m w,11 r/ ( II 
'ro111 row• O/h•1•r A"i11011 , /-/11n 1, Thl!rtt!I')' /1/, , · ~ '· -1- r . 0 ' fll/fll(er), Robn1 Cill, rlrtlt11r !lrow,11 
.lod · !Jroww, .lf!d .lolt11s111 11 - io11n•"J' A; '. "" l!,fl/JS/11 , •.r/11/t I lf!/1, ,\ 'r111cy Ria•, .li1111111• l ,et!ltear! 

.. ... (llrtf)OI , 11se11111 · ' 

in this area. I lowever, by 1 t'l lay the e nera l m· . 
needed to be cut by ten percent F I g a nage r had decided that sa la ri es 
f . . • urc 1ermore he was forced t .d 

o rac1on1ngworkamongthest'iff A 1 1 
'f ocons1 era scheme 

to make wage cuts bec·wse of'. ,·. t tf1e c n,c o .1\Jay the compa ny was a lso forced 

J 
' 1 LI 111 g rom tl C Arbitrati C f 

. unc the Kaiapo i f'llill was further r d d ~ ' on ourc. n th e middle of 
had another pay cue. Bv the end f cl uce to a ou r day week and the sa lar ied staff 
a five day week. . o tie same month, however, the mill was back to 

. Although the return to a five day week seemed t . . . 
times, 1932 was a to ugh yea c I obea n ind1ca t1 on of improved 
I. r ,or tie compa ny fn .1 po · f 

t 1rccco rs re po rted co the . . 1 ·. ' e ti c turn o phrase th e 
I . annua ge nera l mccnno- tl f . . . 

man mid and that price cutt ing . c O . ,., iat at ve rs1ty snll g ripped 
b I 

wasn,c. nceaga1nthe 1 ot 1 wages and working ho ' J' J ' ' . 1 ianagemen t had to re duce 
' l' J . urs. ie company s usta ined I . I 

11speriod ll'asoncofgrcatdiffi I c I \\1 a oss in t1ac year. 
f I , icu ty,ort1e oo ll enC011 b b 0 tle year,the worst was over In 191, 1 d' 1 pany ut, yt heend 

profit. In the fo ll owi ng yea r .1 93➔ !"fdt_i e irecco rs were ab le to report a sma ll 
K . . I 9 , , ac m ons were made to I I . 

aiapo 1. n I 35 the compa ny rev· • d. 
1 1 

. t 1e mac 11n c ry at 
. is1tc itsot ompla1nt of a lackofsk ill edl abour. 
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T he directors predicted that unl ess there were program mes put in place to produce 

skilled labo ur there would a lways be an un e mploy me nt proble m. 1936 was 
described as the bes t tradin g yea r for fifteen yea rs. More machine ry was insta ll ed 

in the mill at Ka iapoi and th e company was still bemoanin g th e fact that it was 

having trouble obta ining skill e d workers. 
Alth ough both th e Freezing works and the Woo ll e n t'll ill reported 1936 as being 

the yea r of full recove ry the Great D epression imposed different patterns of loss 
and profit on each e nterp ri se. Beca use of its s tronge r links with overseas marke ts 

the Freezing Co mpan y experienced a lo nge r and more intense pe riod of difficu Icy 
than did the Woollen Mill. Sadly for the workers in both industri es the outco me 

was exactl y the same. There were wage and time cues as each industry stru ggled 

to maintain its profitability. 
Blackwell's score presented a different business pattern in the Great Depres­

sion from chat of th e Woo ll e n t'llill and th e Freezing works. As in the ea rl y 1920's 

the sco re manage me nt was di sadvantaged because of one of the dec is ions it had 
made just prior to the slump. l n 1928 th e sco re management had decided co change 

its business structure. The company implemented a change of name to Bl ackwe ll 's 
Limited and both J.H . and 1-1.H. Blackwell became managing directors. The 

change was an ack nowledgement by J .H.Bl ackwe ll that hi s so n was an eq ua l 
partner in the business and in its day to day runnin g. In th at sa me yea r, following 
the vo luntary I iquidati on of the Ka iapo i Shipping and Trading Co mpan y, the sco re 

bought the sh ipping company's timber mills and ya rd s at Rangiora and Ka iapo i. 
The ra ti ona le for the purchase, was that the t imber business had been steady fo r 
yea rs. The ya rd s and mills were put unde r the management of t'llr t'lleyer who was 

directly responsible to J .I-1.Blackwe ll. 
The firs t sig ns of the effec ts of th e depress ion on the Blackwe ll business 

became appa re nt in 1930 when it was dec ide d to dispose of the groce ry bus iness. 
T he groce ry was so ld co Eric Gray who ca rri ed on the business in th e sam e locat ion. 

T he reason g ive n at the time for the disposal of the grocery was that the sco re was 
hav ing staffing problems. This may well have been tru e but when the store a lso 
dis posed of its bakery business co Ke nnett and Son and the timber business to th e 

Papa nui Timber Company it was c lea r that to preserve the co re ac tiviti es it was 
necessa ry co shed what were probably the least profitable arms of the e nte rpri se. 
ln add ition co these sa les Blackwe ll 's cleared th e balance s heet of acc umul ated 

losses and wrote down the va lu es of the business properties to gove rnm ent 
valua ti on. By s uch mea ns the company effec ti ve ly reduced its sha re cap ital by ha lf 

offset ting substantial trad ing losses that the economi c de press ion had imposed on 
th e business. Th e recove ry of Blackwe ll 's Limited lagged approximately three 
years behind that o f the Freezing works and the \Voollen Mill s. 

It is remarkab le co note that, during this period, J.fl.Blac kwe ll played a 
signifi cant role in all three businesses. Alth ough he had ret ired as chairman of the 
Woo ll en t'llill in 1929 hi s management sty le was s till ve ry much in ev id e nce. Hi s 

approac h co m anage me nt was one of direct invol veme nt. Fund ame nta ll y he 
be li eved abso lutel y in th e qualities of the town. As has a lread y bee n noted he 

worked ha rd and long co esta bli s h and reta in the Freezing works in Kaiapoi and it 

259 



A'11i11poi. A Se111,I, for frlmri(v 

seems as if].11. sa w th e three bus in esses as th e , · ·, 
me n c. le m ay be th a t with out Blackwe ll 's iron ~~~l~ e r s~o~1 e o f Kaia po1 s deve lop­
pe rh aps two o fch e co rn e rsto nes of I an us in ess acum e n one or 
in Ka iapoi. n e town may no t have deve loped s uccess full y 

, _U nd oub te dl y, howeve r, la rge numbe rs of e I .. 
Ka1apoi d urin g th ese yea rs The fi . P op e suffe red g rea t hard ship in 
I 928a nd Blackwe ll 's had s~ill not ~ ~~yeaf ~i di ffi c ulty fo r th e Freez ing works was 

T he c iti ze ns o f Ka iapoi, th e refore : u;/ u recove ry from th e ~e p_ress ion by 1938. 
te n yea rs. This ca n be ex te nd e d ' . e red from _poo r economi c times for at leas e 
• tos1x ceen yea rs 1fche . . · · b .. 
Ill 1922are take n in to acco unt ~l' l1ro I I I uncc1ta1n tllnes eg1nn1ng 

· ugrn utt1 e w1 ole pe ri odcl B h C · 
and oth e r o rga n iza ci ons s uch as the R S A I ,J i e oroug oun c il 
ing Assoc ia ti on and th e res ide nts' . ·. ·,. ti e c iurches, th e lodges, th e Bea utify-

a pa re in makin g li fe more beara bl:s;oc1~t1 ons fro7 th e beach se ttl e m e nts played 
T he Coun c il was th e firs t or t l OSe ca ug lt up Ill economi c hard ship . 

o f un e mploy me nt on th e ir m~1~~: :sc~ll fo r o~g_a n1 za t1 o ns worri ed a bout the e ffect 

in p rogrammes to he lp th e un e mpl ~y~; a\c~1 -~oncern th at in vo lved th e_ R. S.A. 
see king Cou nci l ass ista nce fo r its me b . u1 ti e r instance of an o rga n1 za t1 on 

1929. Th e sec reta ry of th e Ca ncerbur ~\V: ri 1~:~,s presente d to th e, Co un cil i_n August 
wrote to ascerta in whe th e r t l1c )_ I l\Jiil s E mployee s induscna l Uni on 

co un c1 was p re pared to d I · c 
th e uni on 's un e mpl oyed me mbe I . '. oso me c1ing ,or so meof 
initi a l dona ti on of te n pounds to :r 1~ re cu1 Ill th e Lllll Oll was pre pared to m ake an 

Th e Coun c il was abl e to re·i ss ur i e ne rnp oy me nt Fund , subject co a subsid y. 
Publi c Works D e pa rtm e nt ,:;s a c. th e uni on tha t the gove rnm e nt, th ro ugh th e 

a poun d as long as th e da il y' wagep~oy 1ngal subsl1d y fo r approved works of a pound fo r 
1' r eac 1 wo r <e rd1dnocexc elf .. 

pe r clay. O n thi s bas is the uni on was a bl e to make d . ee ourcee n s hillings 
Une mployme nt F und and tl1 c Co L1n ·1 bi a onac1 on of fifty pounds to th e 

c1 was a c to e mplo · 1 . 
?pprovedwork s. This was ch cclea ringofcrcesa nd I f y uni on WOr <e rs o n l[S 
J he Pin es and Ka ira ki . tl e o rm an on of a road be tween 

ln June l 930 ch cCo un cilproposeclch atth ' . . 
ment re lief co uld be used t . p c go , e rnm e nt subs1d1 sed un e mplov-

. o improve era k1 and H I S · 
D ra in and a tree p lanting progra mme. I D . I to n creecs, th e l\lcfn tos h 
be ing submitted to th e Distri c t Fn . in t i; I omam. Pri or to th ese progra mmes 
app rova l, th e Ka iapo i Boroug l1 s'c: 11go1onlee rc°. t i edPlubli c Works De partm e nt for hi s 
• • . • in, 01 me nc Co L I I · 
in1t1 al fifty pounds co th e Re l·c f !:;- cl I inc1 t ia t it would pay an 
' I' I · 1 un to 1ave work done J I 1 11s wo rk was acl dc cl to th e li s t and fo rwa rd ed f on ti e sc 100 g rounds. 
rece ived towa rds the e nd of Jul y A 

I 
or approva l: An approva l was 

subs id y was sec at th e race of tw.o s wasdu s ua th e re we re co nd1t1 ons a ttache d. Th e 
c . . poun s pe r one pound o . · 
,ourcee n s hillings a day up co th e 1. . f c 

I 
n wages no t exceedin g 

b · ' · 11111 t o ,our 1undrcd and J cl 
s u s1d yofa pound fo r a pound up toa limic of onc nree po un s.Afurch e r 
wages and ma te ri a ls fo r wo rk fi1n nced fro b i. hu~1dr~d _a nd twe nty pound s on 

T he R. S. A. was put in charge of fe nc ing ;~:~1ct SU i5c~~nons was also ava il a bl e . 
Boro ugh Schoo l Commi ttee was pu t in eh f i; tos l rain and presum a bl y th e 
grounds. arge 0 ti e work to be done in th e sc hoo l 

1930 was th e firs t yea r in whi ch I I 
Boro ugh. The seaso na l pattern o fwinc~i1L~~,: ~1opi~1,e nt beca 1l11 c e ntrenche d in the 

) me nt anc summ c r e mploy me nt 
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did not occur th at yea r in Ka iapo i. ln D ecembe r Th e Pines Assoc iati on offe re d to 

g rant th e Re li e f F und twe nty pounds. T he Co un c il was pl eased to accep t it so that 
s ubsidi sed work co uld be sta rte d in th e ceme te ry. 

Th ose wh o we re fortunate to obtain re li e f work m ay have th ought th a t th e ir 
luck was beginning to run out in April 193 1. The Highways Board whi ch had ta ke n 

on re li e f wo rke rs had adjuste d its ra te o f pay downwa rds. Twe lve s hillings and s ix 
pe nce pe r day to marri ed wo rke rs and nine shillings pe r day to sing le wo rke rs was 

to be th e base rate from chat time. ln Au gust 193 1 thin gs beca me even wo rse fo r 
ch ose seeking re li e f work from th e Une mpl oy me nt Boa rd. T he Boa rd th e n decided 
no t to e mploy ch ose wh o had any savings and ch ose who occ upi e d a few acres o f 
land . Th e Boro ugh Co un c il , in a reso luti on, dec ri ed thi s move sta tin g th at so me 

me n in chacs icua ci on we re as ha rd pressed as a re oth e rs w ho we re in rece ipt o f re lief 
In an e ffort to ease th e di ffi c ulti es o f th e un e mpl oyed th e Coun c il gave permi ss ion 

to un e mployed pe rso ns to c ue firewood in the l\l a in No rth Road rese rve subject to 
the a uth ority o f th e T own C le rk. In g ranting thi s pri vil ege th e Co un c il was mindful 
of th e di s tress of many of Ka iapo i's fa mili es . 

T hi s co nce rn was de monstrated aga in at th e e nd of 193 1. On th e initi ati ve o f 
Co unc illo r J . D .\Villi ams an appea l was sent to th e Une mploym e nt Boa rd in 
We llingto n fo r furth e r fund s to e nable more full time wo rk to be p rov id ed befo re 

C hri stm as. Th e Counc il was not ac tin g from a hi gh hand ed mora l vie w po int. It was 
we ll aware of th e diffi culti es of th e time. It had bee n forced to cut th e sa lari es of 

its own sta ff in Jun e of chat yea r and it seeme d ce rta in chat s uch a dec ision wo uld 
have be made aga in . The D ecembe r pl ea fo r more funds was fo ll owed in April 1932 
by a protest to the U ne mpl oy me nt Boa rd at its act ion in e mpl oyi ng me n fo r fi ve 
days on subs iste nce pay. In th e mea ntime th e Coun c il was do ing all within its 

powe r to p rov id e re lief work. A new sewage unde rtakin g was pl ann ed using 
un e mpl oyed la bour. Unfortunate ly, at a mee tin g he ld in lay 1932 to ga in approva l 

fo r ra ising a loa n to ca rry out th e pl an, th e ra te paye rs re jecte d th e sche me . 
In J unc 1932 th e Counc il a ll oca ted a roo m in th e Boro ugh H al I buildings fo r th e 

Re li e f Committee D e po t. Th e Re li ef Committee was res pons ible fo r th e a id 
di stributed to need y peo pl e . All o f its work was cl one on a vo lun ta ry bas is and th e 

a ll oca ti on of a roo m made th e job marg inall y eas ie r. T he Council cri ed to he lp in 
oth e r ways . In Jul y 1932 th e Unempl oyed Worke rs Uni on app roac hed th e Co un c il 
with seve ra l reques ts to make life more beara ble for th ose on re li e f wo rk. Th e 
Coun c il accede d to all reques ts. F ro m ch at time on, an a ll owa nce was to be pa id at 

th e di sc re ti on of th e Finance Co mmittee's chairman fo rch c use of th e worke rs' own 
too ls. The wo rke r we re to rece ive pay me nt fo r their work on th e cl ay o f compl e­

ti on. A part pay me nt was a lso to be pa id to a worke r wh o had co mple te d onl y a 
po rti on ofch c time allowed for a jo b. Thi s was to appl y onl y in urge nt cases and if 
abused th e Co un c il rese rved th e rig ht to di scontinu e it. 

The Co un c il 's de te rmin ati on to be be nevo le nt in th e interes ts o f its c iti ze ns 
co ntinue d. Fo r example, in August 1932 an offe r was mad e by a g roup co ca re 

fire wood from th e Beach Re se rves co Ka iapoi fo r di stributi on ro th e poo r and need y 
if a so urce co uld be found to pay th e cos t o f pe t ro l. Th e Cou nc i I agreed co m ee t th e 

cos t and put th e Re li e f Committee in cha rge of th e di stributi on of th e wood . 
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. As rhe effects of rhe depression dee en I · · 11 • 

involved in seeking ways ro II . p ec in 19,.,,., rhe Counc il became more 
LJ a ev1are cases of e d TI K · . 

nemployecl Workers Un ion played . . fi n e : ie aiapo1 branch of 
arrencion to areas where it felt rl , . a s1gnb1 icant parr in directing the Cou ncil 's 
b iat its mem ers were nor · · f · 

roughr the Council into confl' . I I receiving a a1rdeal. This 
ice wiri rie Unemploy B d , 

government policies of rerrenchmenr d menc oar . 1 he twin 
depression , \\'ere being overwhelmed in I no iay for no work ar this sragc in the 
official cw Zealand figure for unem 1: ties ieer_ numbers of unemployed. The 
over rhe age of rwenry was recordedpat j1~1~~~ ,-~h1ch counced on ly_Pakeha males 
women, Maori and males under rwe ir I , ur ir has been esnmared rhar if 
been closer ro 100,000. I y iad been included the figure would have 

The loca l relief projects adm iniste red b I .. 
our in favour of road constrL c . h y oca l authormes were being phased 
land. These schemes meant rl1a1 rtt1l01en sc emesl and the clearance of backblock 
I' . ' men emp oyed o I I d 
iving concl irions for minimal pay f . 11 r iem ia ro endure harsh 

For those rwo reasons the Une~~ I~ r:~ ~ig~~at d1srances from their families. 
loca l schemesgoing Theunio1 I y or,ers Union worked hard ro keep 

k I . i , 10wever cou ld nor afford r b 
wor - r iar was avai lab le to employ cl I· b , h , o e seen supporting 
delicate balancing needed ins e. a our rar er than unemployed labour. The 
I I ome s1ruanons brought the . . . 

tie ocal aurhoriry rheverybodyrl I . union inro confl 1crwirh 
1 - n· ' 1arr1eun1onwantedros A 

r 11s con icr occurred in Kaiapoi in March 193 , / upport. n example of 
men under rhe Unemployment B cl' t 1 he Council had employed some 
clean ditches. The union protesteod1~l s i° 5 cheme to erect power poles and ro 
because it compri eel worl · us . II iardr 11s was not a proper use of the Scheme 
cl 'b ' ua Y un err·1ken b)' pa·d 1 escri eel as "A-class" worl ·ers lr , I cmp oyees, gene ral!)' 

ff ' • . was assured by cl c -1 1 o icer was looking inro rhe matter B I - I fie ounc1 rie loca l certify ing 
report from irs e lectrica l engi l . y tie e nc_ o J\Iarch rhe Council received a 

cl I eer recommend ing that th - I 
e ngage to e rect power poles shou ld b ·c1 e un emp oyed workers 
wages ro the award rare less ten e pa1 :'l'.1 amount ro make up rhe workers 
ll I per cent. he report \ I cl cl 

nemp oymenr Board along wirh a )r vas ian e on ro rhe 
workers even air hough work was av}i1:~fsr ~~~at the Board was nor using A-Class 
rhe tJ me had come ro abolish rhe o 5 Sch e. ie Council expressed the view that 
engaged on it. eme as ir was becoming less fair ro chose 

. This sma ll victory for the loca l branch ofrhe Unem . 
in J\lay by a clepurnion ro rl C ·1 played Un ion was followed 

k ' ie ,ounc1 led by o \\I \V'// ' ']' 
was as eel by rhc clepurarion ro ·c1 . . I iams. he Council 

k c cons1 er a number of q · C 
war ,or those men placed in rhe A C l . uesr1ons. oncern for 
union was ro lcl rhar rhe CoL1nc· 1 - ass was raised by the first question. The 1 was prepared ro fi cl k ~ . 
of workers. Secondly rhe union asked I C m wor or rhar class1ficarion 
secure an increased all ocation f· lr i eU ou ncil ro support its endeavou rs ro 

. . ' ' rom r1e ncmplo\ B cl T 
was willing ro do this as it srar cl I .'menc oar . he Council 
I . I . e tlere was no ours'de I ·1 

r11rc question rhe union as l·cd if C ·1 I wor, ava1 ab le. fn its 
I I ' a ounc, rcpresenrar· Id b 

ro r ie oca l Branch. This was done b a . . , ive ,cou e appo inted 
was asked ro lend its supp y ppo1mrng the J\Jayor. l· ourthl y the Cou ncil 
The Cou ncil decided nor ro ~:~p~oo ~n I app l1 car1on for _leather for boot repairs. 

r t 11s req uest bur it drcl undertake ro write 
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ro rhe Governor-General's Fund for a grant for the local branch and ro ask for a 
supp ly of boots. 

lr was obvious from thi s from this episode and its other actions rhat the Counc il 
was sympathetic rowards the work of the Unemp loyed \Vorkers' Uni on. Ir maybe 
rhar in such a sma ll centre as Kaiapoi rhe effects of uncmploymcm were more 
evident than e lsewhere and rhar in their daily acriviri es rhe Councillors were in 
constant contact with the unemployed. An additional facror cou ld be found in the 
strong Wesleyan history of the township which st ill played a part in determining 
attit udes towards those less fortunate in society. 

Whatever the motivation, rhc Counci l and many citi zens took a compass ionate 
view of rhe plight of the unemployed and their families. Jn June 1932 the 
Unemp loyed Workers Union was given permission co use rhe old R.S.A. room in 
the Borough f I all for a boot repair scheme and at the end of the month the Kaiapoi 
Pollyanna Society was given permission co use another room in the Borough I lall. 
While it is not certai n what the aims ofrhe Pollyanna Society were, iris reaso nab le 
ro assume that it was formed co do good works and genera ll y cheer up chose who 
found themselves in cheerless circumstances. As in the previous year the Counci l 
was willing co donate trees from its reserves for firewood for rhe needy.Jn 1933 the 
unemployed were given the task offel Ii ng and sawing rhe trees however rhe Rei ief 
Committee was once again given the task of distributing rhe resu ltam firewood. 

If taken on their own these projects would seem insignificant in the face of such 
desperate rimes but rogether it must have seemed co chose in need of he lp that the 
community was doing its best co cope. o doubt there were anomalies in the 
al location of assistance but the efforts that \\'ere made were an indication that the 
commun ity was taking sign ifi cam responsibility for chose in need. 

That respons ibil i ry can be seen in other areas of society. In J unc 1933 the l\layor 
reported co the Cou nci l on a meeting of representat ives of che emp loying bodies 
in the rown. A resolution from the meeting asked the Borough Council to adv ise 
the Unemp loyment Board that there was sufficient important work in the district 
co keep the single men from being sent co work camps. The Unemployment 
Board 's reply was that the members ofrhe Board believed char the proposed work 
in the Borough was nor of the same va lue as that being carried out on farmland. 
Accordingly it rook the view that it cou ld nor grant the Counci l's request. This 
ncgati,·e response did nor deter the Counci l from looking for work for the single 
men in the area. To some degree it must have been successfu l as in ovembcr the 
Unemp loyed Workers Union wrote co congratu late the Counci l on its action in 
providing work for single men at the standard rate of pay. 

Jn the matter of increased all ocatio ns from th e Llnemploymem Board the 
Council was not successfu l. Once again the request for increased allocat ions came 
from the Unemp loyed Workers lJ nion and the Counci l act ing on char req uesr sent 
a resolution co the Unemployment Commissioner in January 193-1-. In rhe resolu­
tion the Counci l deplored the cutt ing down of al locations as chis action caused 
suffer ing co some men, particularly chose in "B-C lass". It was pointed our char 
although some men had found employment in the Freezing works which resulted 
in a reduction in the wages paid co the unemployed, most men could nor obta in 
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work in the district. The resolution wem on ro express the hope that the allocations 

cou ld be increased so that the men of the district would rece ive a full quota of work. 

For Kai Tahu, the Grear Depres ion meant a deterioration in the already 

meagre sta nd ard of living th at they endu red. Although they had a lifesty le that 

ensured, within the means avai lable, a ll were ca red for, their resources were 

stretched when the wage earners in the family groups lost their jobs. At that time 

l'vlaori were not counted among the unemployed which made it imposs ibl e for 

them ro obtain relief work. A desperate time for Kai Tahu families was made a ll 

the more difficult when they were denied access ro their traditional fishing areas 
by the Acclimatisation Societies. 

The issue offi nes impo eel by the Court fo r trespass on Kai Tahu members was 

one of the points raised with the Prime Minister, G .W.Forbes, when he vis ited 

Tuah iwi on 30 l\ lay 1931. The areas upon wh ich trespass was a ll eged ly comm itted 

were rega rded by Kai Tahu as mahika kai reserved ro them under the terms ofrhc 

Treaty of Wai tangi. The primary reason for Forbes 's visit was ro li sten ro the tribe's 

concerns over the le ngth of time being taken to settle its land claim. The tribe had 

been negotiating for a settlement for eighty years and it was felt that in the hard 

times of the depression some decisions sho uld be m ade by th e government ro 
ensure the futllrc security of Kai Tahu. 

The offic ial welcome was given by Messrs Tuiri lakitanara, 1\1.P., Kereopa 

Harawira, and H ameura Rupene. Although each speaker s tressed the impo rt­

ance of past friendships between the races, especia ll y on the football field, 

they were direct in their crit icism of the delays over the sett lement of the Kai Tahu 

land c la im . Forbes was rem inded of past promises ro settle the claim, especia ll y 

Sir Joseph Ward's in 1908, which had never been honoured . The Roya l 

Co111mission of Enquiry of 1920 had recommended that the Kai Tahu c la im 

be cctlecl with a payment of three hundred and fifty four thousand pounds 

which would be administered through a Trust Board bur to dare all that had 

been clone wa ro set up the Trust Board. A Trust Board spokes ma n, Dr Hight, 

stressed that it would not on ly be in the interests of Kai Tahu but also of the 

Dominion ro have the Royal Commission's recommendations accepted as a basis 

fo r sett le111enr. l\lr 1\lakitanara on the other hand indicated that the people would 

be willing, at this desperate ti111e, ro accept legis lat ion that granted ful I recognition 
of the clai111. 

Forbes, however, was unwilling ro comm it his gove rn111 ent ro eve n that point. 

l\Iosr of his speech concentrated on the hard times that the country faced in the 

economic crisis and the necessity for the governmem ro keep the budget under 

control. If this was to be achieved then the Ka i Tahu la nd settlement would ha ve 

wait until a more propitious ri111e. Ironically, after a speech that made no promises 

and ga,·e no hope of a settlement Kai Tahu gave three hearty chee rs for the Prime 
l\finister. 

Kai Tahu found nothing of comfo rt in Forbes's speech which ::icldecl to their 

sense of frustration with the Pakeha system that had made sure, in their view, that 

they were marginalised in their ow n country. Even the method of voting in a 

genera l e lect ion was different fo r the l\laori ofrh is time. In a letter to the ed itor of 
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The Press T e Aritaua Pitama of 
Tuahiwi exp lained that it was 
rime that l\laori were g iven the 
same cond iti ons under which ro 
vote as the Pakeha. He ex­
plained that the Maori elector 
on cnteri ng a polling booth was 
confronted by two men, one a 
Pake ha retllrningofficerand the 
other a Kai-whaka l\laori, or in­

terpreter. The e lector was rh_en 
required to fill ou r a form with 
his name, tribe and c lan. After 
this was clone the rctllrning of-

,1 f!.m 11p of A"ai Tr,h11 ru•o111e11 ruwi1i11go111sirf,, 11/1:, .!oh11'.,· ficer then s howed the e lecto r a 

btHllrli11f!. ho11.<l'for the ,1/aori l .r111rl C:01111 r l89cJ 's - ro 11msv I ist of cane! id ates and asked him 

Kaiapoi .l/11sm111 which one he wanted to vote 

for. The name se lected was then written down by the_ office r on the same fon~ that 

the e lecror had filled in previously. Thus not on ly did the returning officer know 

at the tilllc of voting who the elector had chosen but there was a lso a pc1 manenr 

record of that choice on the e lector's form. Pita ma po1 ntcd out that th 1s piact1cc and 

the fact that there was no roll, left the e lections open co corruption. P1tama was of 

the vie\, that a lth ough the compi lation of a rol l before the c _l ecnon might be 

difficult because of the l\laori custom of multi pie nomencl,a;u_re it was nm beyond 

the capabi liti es of the officia ls of the Nat ive Depart111cnt. 1 his would ensure ~hat 

elections for the J\laori seats were conducted_ 111 the same manner as e lecn_ons for 

the Pakeha seats. (l 7l I lowcver it was not until the passing of the Mao11 Soc ia l and 

Economic Advancement Act in 19--1-5 that Pirama 's concerns \~'ere addressed. 

A Pakeha writer of the rime, R.G.C.I\ lcNab, in an artic le 111 The Press warned that 

the socia l harm in health, education, socia l progress and happrncss ca~1scd by tit 

, ,oluntary isolation ofrhc l\laori cou ld no longer be rolcrarcd 111 NewZca_landi° _n 

l\ lcNab 's opi 11 ion the iso lation was chosen by the l'vf ao n In order to p1 :sc1 ve t 1e1r 

cu lture from extinction but now that there appea red to be 1ncreas 1n!s conrnct 

between the races it was time that the I\ laori was accorded the same Status Ill society 

as the Pake ha. Society cou ld not accept vicci misarion of the I\ la o n ?Y shopkeepc1 s, 

or the denial of suitab le accommodation on racial grounds,a lone If It were to be J LIS[ 

to a ll its members. (IHl Both Pirama 's letter and l\lc abs artic le ca ll ed for soc ia l 

·usrice for J\,laor i at a rime when the country's econom ic future looked bleak. 

Lrherefore thoughts of soc ial justice for any group w1th1n soc iety were not high on 

the li st of priorities . _ , -
1 

· ~ 
The Tuah uriri hapu was i nvo lvecl In the latter part of 19__, 1 111 tl;e _P ann 1 ng, ~r 

the centennia l celebrations of the sacking of the great pa at Ka1apo1 by I e 

( 17) Picam o lc[[cr, The l'rcs,, 20.2. IY.1I. p.1.l . , " , "/2 p , .. >Q p 1930 
( 18) \l cNub, R.G.C., "Fallacic~. X\ '\ J.. Thal rhcrc i"i no Colour Problem in Ne" Zealand. I u, n.1.\, - . -· •. 

p.18 
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Rauparaha. Remembrance of this event for most Tuah uriri was a somber event and 

it can not have been easy for chem co return co an episode in their hi story char was 

so tragic for the ir tribe. The centenn ia l was made into an opportunity co e~p lain rhe 

long history of Kai Tahu in the South Island. W.D.Barrerr ofTuahiwi conclucrecl 

a lecture on the broader issues of Kai Tahu history as well as the sacking ar rhe pa 

sire for members of the New Brighton Workers' Education Association (W. E.A.) in 

June 1931. In October in the week before rhe Labour Daycelcbrarions T.A.T.Picama 

gave an address to rhe pupils of Christ's Co ll ege on the same subject. The 

celebration was se ized as an opporruniry co educate rhe wider Pakeha community 

on the significance ofrhe pa sire in South Island history and Kai Tahu history in 

particular. In this way the commemoration of this tragic event was rurnecl into a 
celebration of the tribe's h isrory. 

The Labour Day weekend celebrat ions were foreshortened by rhe weather. 

North Canterbury suffered a heavy snow fa ll on Sarurclay, 2-t October. Two and a 

half inches of snow fell ar Tuahiwi and it caused damage co rhe large marquee 

which had been erected to accommodate the visitors. Events planned for Sarurday 

ar Tuahiwi were cance ll ed bur rhe weather had cleared sufficiently by l\Ionday co 
hold all rhe events planned ar the pa sire. 

The officia l welcome to the Governor-General and Lady Bleclisloe and Arch­

bishop Julius was conducted ar Tuahiwi on I\ londay 26 October. After the powhiri 

had concluded every one went co the pa sire where rhe Archbishop conclucrecl a 

service of commemoration and blessing. The Governor-General was presented 

with a gift of greensrone by the Centennial Comm ittee. This gift had been 

presenred to the comm ittee during the welcome co the Northern tribes on the 
previous Friday by J\,Jrs oti Tirikarene. 

The cenrennia l ce lebration of the sacking of Kaiapoi provided enre rcai n ment 

and education for many Canterbury people during the Labour Day weekend of 

1931. It was, however, an evenr which in retrospect has an air of unreality. The 

specific event was a difficult one for Kai Tahu co celebrate as a people. l\lany 

members ofche tribe were unable, because of their deeply he ld feelings, co join in 

the events while others saw it as an opportunity co make their tribal history more 

widely known. The unresolved conflict between the two groups coupled with the 

depressed stare of the cou nrry in genera l generated an ambiva lent arrirucle in the 
proceedings that has c loaked the evenr in illusion. 

The improvemenr in the 1934 balance sheers of both the Freezing Works and 

the Woollen Mill was however, no illusion. That sma ll recovery was conso lidated 

in 1935 and 1936. The installation of new machinery in the Woollen I\ fill s in 193-t 

meant an increase in workers emp loyed by the mi II. The comp laints from the Board 

of Directors about the lack of ski ll ed workers usually indicated that they were 

unable to obtain enough workers for rhe requiremenrs of the mill. This improve­

ment in the econom ic outlook was paralleled by a deterioration in the relationship 

between the Counci l and the Unemployed Workers Union. 

In February I 93-t the l\layor resigned from the Unemp loyment Commirree 

with the approva l of the Counci I. With this chan ne l of commu nicat ion between the 

Council and the union gone, problems arose that may have been, in previous yea rs, 
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avo ided. The cl istribution of firewood and the non-payment of workers absent on 

union business assumed more serious conations than they would have done ifrh e 

union an d th e Cou nci l had conti nued their former relationship. The trivial narure 

of the an im os ity between the two o rgan isat ions ca n be demonstrated in the 

Council's request char the secretary of the union quit rhc room he had been usrng 

in the Borough I !a ll as hi s office and hi s dwelling pl ace . The Co u1:1 cil was happy 

for him co use rhe premises as an office but no longer as accommoclar1on clcsp1re the 

fact he had been li ving there fo r some time. The Council also adopted a sterner 

atcirucle cowa rd s the workers on its Re lief schemes. It decided char pay clay would 

be shifted co Friday in order co encourage greate r discipline and cur clown on the 

wastage of rime. . . . . 

There was a ign ifi ca nt but s ubtl e change Ill the am rude that the Ka1apo1 branch 

of Unemp loyed Workers Union rook in the years 193-t-36. le became less of a 

partner in a shared c ri s is and more of an advocate for tl~ e ri ghts of rheworkers under 

its jurisdiction. In June 1934 the uni on negor iarecl With the Council over the hire 

of a room and rhc purchase of a piano for irs members co part1c1pate in_ a learners 

dancing c lass. ln a more serious vein, in September of char year, the u111 on argued 

for travelling time allowances for workers go ing co the beach s~rtl emcnrs, for _a 

cleclarar ion of wee clays and for maintenance work such as fillrng 111 rhc sh ing le pit 

and rhe grubbingofbroom and gorse on road sides. The Coun c il was happy co a ll ow 

a half hour in travelling rime for chose engaged in work at the beach. le was nor so 

flexible on rhe declaration of wet days. le required the men co rerurn to the borough 

depot if ir was very wet and if not co cont inue with their work. The Council avoided 

the issue of maintenance work. 
In early 1935 the union asked for the Counci l's support with irs app li cation to 

rhc Unemployme nt Board for a ren shi lling inc rease in re lief workers' pay_. ~s 

another examp le of the union's advocacy role, it protested co the Cou nc il Ill 

February 1936 char rhe c lea rin g of footpaths was not a proper use of the workers on 

the No 5 Scheme. The Kaiapoi branch ofrhe union scaled down its acc1v 1t1es ~~cer 

chis dace even though there were still numbers of men unemployed Ill the area. l he 

work done by the union throughout the dark clays of the depression had made su re 

tharchose in authority in Kaiapoi were awa re of the of the plight of the unemployed 

and ofrhei r rights. At a time when it would have been easy for some co have been 

exploited the union did its job in a thorough manner. 

Although the c iti ze ns in Kai apo i experienced the problen~s of the urb a_n 

unemployed and relief work in the town was concerned with _chose parti­

cu lar problems, the Counci l had co deal directly with the ~roader issues of the 

rural cleprc sion. As rhc New Zealand economy of the 1920 s_ was a lmost enmely 

dependent on the ale of primary produces co Grear Bma1n the effect of_ the 

world wide slump in prices for meat, wool and dairy produces was 1mmecl1ace. 

New Zealand farmers had no protection from its unstable markers. It has ~een 

estimated that by l 932 farmers' incomes had fallen by about forty-two percentfrom 

that which they had received in 1926. This hu ge drop in income was not matched 

by asim il ar drop in the coses of prod ucrion. For the most pare farmers had lose their 

profit margin. 
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Towards the end of 1930 the first signs of trouble were emerg111g with 
the Council 's farmer tenants on the estate at Dromore. In 1927 the tenants, 
T.J.Lemon and W.Wirhell, had been paying four shillings and sixpence and 
five shillings respectivel y rent per acre for their properties. When it became 
apparent in 1930 th at economic conditions were nor going to recover quickly 
the re nan rs applied for a rent red ucrion of one sh i II i ng per acre on rhei r properties. 
The Counc il agreed with the request. Lemon and With ell had instructed Dalgery 
and Company and the National l\lorrgage and Agency Limited respectivel y to 
deal with the Council on their behalf. Each company took a different approach 
and thus the ten ants received different treatments from the Council. In November 
1931 Dalgery an d Company, on behalf of Lemon, asked for a rebate on the 
April rent. The Council's repl y was char a rebate was nor possible bur char if 
the April rent was paid in full there would be a fifteen percent discount on the 
October rent if it was paid on rime. The Council had also decided co allow the 
rent reduction of one shilling an acre to run a further twelve months. On the other 
hand National Mortgage on beh alfof'vVirhell was able co gee the Council co accept 
the April rent provided char it did nor press for the October rent until April 1932. 
The Council agreed on the condition char the amount due attracted a bank race 
of interest. 

These conditions for the tenants remained the basis from which negotiations 
were undertaken. Each tenant had seasonal and yearly variations made in the 
terms of payme nt of their rents throughout the depression yea rs. The National 
J\ lortgage Company ap peared to be more active on behalf of\Vichell than Dalgecy 
and Company was on behalf of Lemon. 

What is notable about the response of the Council cowards its Dromore tenants 
is char in agreeing to a reduction in rents it was several years ahead ofche national 
policy as espoused by the Coalition Govern mcnr. lt was nor until the passing of the 
l\lortgagers' and Tenants' Relief Ace in 1933 chat it became possible for reductions 
in the races of interest on mortgages and reductions in rents to cake place. The 
Dromore tenants had been able to negotiate their rent reductions in 1930. 
Although this favourable action from the Council undoubtedly helped Lemon and 
Wichell, adve rse weather prevented them capitalizing on the opportunity off erred 
and they were unable co increase production. 

A drought in the Canterbury region in 1932 had repercussions through until the 
193-+-35 season. The drought had a serious effect on the numbers of stock chat were 
ab le to be carried on the affected land and a devastating effect on arable farmers 
in pre-irrigation days. l\losc farmers had adjusted their farming methods co rake 
account ofche region 's dry summer climate and its periodic droughts. What made 
this particular drought worse was the failure ofche 1933 autumn rain required co 
build up the soil moisture levels for a satisfactory 1933-3-+ spring and summer 
growing period. The effect of the dry weather pattern in the previous two years had 
a serious co nsequence on the returns for the 1935 season. In l\lay 1935 the I acional 
l\lorrgage Company notified the Borough Council on behalf of Wiehe!! chat the 
present indicators pointed to a poor return for him. The company calculated chat 
Wichell would only have the ability to pay about one third ofche rent due. The 
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Council agreed co carry Wiehe! I for another season and to rake no action on the rent 
until a statement on the yea r's operations was available. 

The weather was not the end of Wichell 's misfortune during the depression. /\s 
there had been a reduction in its returns the Council had not kept up with the 
maintenance on the buildings on the Dromore estate. It is not certain whether the 
shabby state of Wichell's house contributed ro_its burn in-? down in June _1936 but 
the condition of the dwelling did not help the s1tuanon. 1 he Council decided that 
the cheapest option for rehousing the Wichell famil y would be co shift an empty 
cottage from Lemon's land co Withell's place. When the Ka1apo1 contractor, 
[,' .Pearce, inspected the cottage he found that 1c was 111 such a poor state of repair 
chat it would be cheaper for the Council co build a new house. Pearce was therefore 
give n the contract co draw up plans and specifications for a six roomed house for 
\Vithell. 

A new era muse have seemed to be on the horizon for the Oromore tenants by 
the encl of 1936. Wiehe I I had his new house, the season seemed to be following a 
normal weather pattern and the prices of farming produce on the international 
markets were beginning co rise again. The leases were renegoc, acecl, wnh Lemon 
hav ing his assessed at four shillings an ac re and \Vichell having his sec at four 
shillings and sixpence an acre. It was to be som_e year_s before either tenant was 111 
a profitable position and it is clear chat their ability to survive econom_,cally 
depended on the generous and understanding position that both _rhe Council and 
the stock companies rook at the beginning of the Great Oepress10n. 

The reviva l in the outlook for farming which began to manifest itself at the end 
of J 93-+ and was ga thering momentum in 1936 gave the impetus to other schemes 
in Kaiapoi that had been neglected during the worse years of the d_ep_ress,on. 

The Council's housing scheme which had culminated 111 the build Ing of seven 
workers' cottages in 1923 had not solved the housing shortage in the town. 
In September 1934 the Housing Committee of the Council reported on a scheme 

chat it thought would ease the shortage of housing. The C?~ncil was as,kecl t,o 
consider purchasing approximately six acres of land from the _I ruscee of Christ s 
College to subdivide into quarter acre sections. The llou 111g Commmee_ had 
calculated chat the unemployment subsidy of twelve percent on building pro_Jec_cs 
would cover the cost of the land. le recommended chat the houses be built 111 
concrete co various designs to meet the requirements of tenants. In addition a deep 
well was co be sunk co provide water for the houses and a sewage scheme to be 
installed. The tenancy was to be a weekl y one and the occupiers were to be given 
the right of purchase. The Council decided to apply to the Loans Board for ten 
thousand pounds. This was modified at a meenng 111 Nov~mber to six cho_usand 
pounds. Between the September and November meecmgs the Council had 
received eh irty applicants for the houses but of these, only 111 ne proceeded, when 
the applicants realised chat one of the requirements was _chat they had to have a 
freehold section. Nevertheless the Council regarded this as a very sansfacrory 
number. 

In April 1935 the Council received notification chat the Loans Board had 
sanctioned a loan of two and a half thousand pounds. The Counci I was not pleased 
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and se nc o ff an im med iate p ro test. This was answered by th e Loa ns Board sca rin g 
ch ar as the populati on of th e Boro ugh had been sra ri c fo r th e las e nin e yea rs th e 
imm edi ate co nsrru cri on of nin e houses did no r seem wa rrante d. T he Loa ns Boa rd 

add ed th at it would co ns id e r furth e r loa ns a fte r th e amount sa nc ti one d had been 

spe nt. T he Boro ugh Coun cil acce pte d ch e s ituati on und e r p ro tes t and reso lved to 
ap pl y fo r a furth e r three and a ha lf th ousa nd po unds imme di a te ly. In do ing so th e 

Co un ci l decid ed to point o ur ch ar th e re had ori g ina ll y bee n thirty a ppli ca nts fo r 
houses und e r th e sc he me and ch ar th e popu lari on of th e a rea had no r g rown beca use 
th e re was a s ho rtage of housin g. T he Coun c il was a bl e ro obta in approva l for rh e 
additi onal fund s and th e sc he m e we nt ahead as p lann ed . 

By 1938 th e Boro ugh Co un c il pl ann e d, wi th th e he lp of a subs id y, to rev ive rhe 
l 932 sewage sc he me. Morga n Willi ams wh o had become th e I e mbe r o f Pa rli a­
me nt fo r Kaiapo i in 1935 wrote to th e Co un c il to in fo rm it ch ar th e Mini ste r o f 
L abo ur had gra nced a subs id y of fo ur po unds pe r wee k pe r man fo r work cl o ne on 
th e sewage sc he me . The Coun c il reso lved in M ay 1938 to e m p loy regis te red 

un e mpl oyed marri ed me n on th e sche me and a lth oug h th e pre limin ary work 
appea red co have been started th e projec t was neve r completed. 

O ne project was co m p le te d and sta nds today as an architectura l monum e nt 
to th e Arr D eco style of des ig n. Th is lace l 920's style had become popula r in 

ew Zea land a fte r th e re building of ea rthquake-s hatte red Na pi e r in 193 1. Th e 
project was th e Ri alto Picture T hea tre built in 1935 for H.Owcn . Hill s. T he c lea n 

li nes and geo me tri c d es igns on the outside of th e building are typica l o f th e Arr 
D eco sty le. I t was des ig ned by Colin Lamb from th e C hri s tchurch firm , Willi amso n 
Con tru cri on. Lam b had onl y rece ntl y arri ved in ew Zea land from E ng land and 

was_ an e nch usias r fo r Arr D eco des ign. I r and l\ I rs 11 ill s had a l read y th oug h r o f a 
des ign fo r the ir th ea tre bur we re pe rs uaded by Lamb to change th e ir ideas and 

b uild th e Ri al to to an Arr Deco des ig n. Altho ugh th e building ca used qu ire a s tir 
among Kaiapoi res id e nts whe n it was compl e te d rh c res ponse was ge nera ll y 
e nthus ias ti c. 

The Ri a l to irsc !fre placed th e Gra nd Thea tre whi ch in rurn had ta ke n ove r from 
Parh e Pi ctures . Ir is p ro bable ch ar th e Parh c Pic tures was also loca te d in rh c 

O dd fe ll ows Ha ll in 1-1 ii to n S rree r. A ne ws re po rt in th e Koiopoi Rerord in April 19 I O 
reco rd ed th at th e e lcc rri c iry needed fo r th e Pa rh e Pictures projecti on mac hin e ry 

was ge nera ted by Strac han and l\l oo re's trac ti on e ng ine dri ving a d ynamo outside 
th e Odd fe ll ows Lodge. The p rogra mme me nti oned in th e re po rt inc lude d a sce ni c 
film of a pi cturesqu e rid e aro und th e Ri vie ra and a co loure d film showin g rh e 
hi sto ri c ruin s o f Britta ny. Some rim e in th e l 920 's A.W.Lanc ope ned hi s moving 
p_icrure bu sin ess in the Odd fe ll ows Ha ll now re-named th e G rand . I le showe d onl y 

s il e nt film s and on th e ad ve nt ofrhc "ta lki e pi ct ures" in 1929 hi s bus in ess began 

to fa ll away. The purchase and install ati on ofrhe sound equipme m in ch ose ea rl y 
days of th e de press ion proved too much of a fin anc ial hurdl e fo r Lane and in 1930-
3 1 he so ld th e bus iness to Mr l\l c ln tos h wh o insta ll e d a Wes te rn El ec tri c so und 
plane. 

The Grand however, was nor wirh our so und und e r Lane . Jn Jul y and Au g ust 
1930 th e ha ll was used for th e broadcas t of th e eh ird and fourth ru gby res t m arches 
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be twee n th e All Blac ks and th e 
tourin g Briti sh Li ons ream. T he 
first rwo res ts had bee n pl ayed 
in Dun edin and C hri stchurch 
and pres um a bl y it was eas ie r fo r 
peo ple to atte nd ch ose marches 
th an it was fo r th e m to t rave l to 
We i Ii ngto n and Auckl and fo r th e 
succeedin g marches. 

I-I .Owe n Hill s beca m e th e 
manage r o f th e G rand in No­
ve mbe r 1933 and by the fo ll ow­
ing Aug ust he had ass um e d the 
p ro pri eto rship o f th e thea tre. 

l?ia/10 ThMtn•. Frbmr11y !990, C. Fdrlru•id·, photogmplll•r - Hill s 's firs t ex pe ri e nce with th e 
ro1111esy A·r,ir,poi ,lluse11111 movie th eatre business had been 

with s il e nt movies in Rang iora in 192 --1-. r le had used hi s e lectri c tru ck to powe r th e 

projecti on eq uipme nt. Ar th e sa me ri me r )ill s was runnin g an E lec tri ca l and Radi o 
b us in ess in Ka iapoi and natura ll y whe n sound movies we re incroduced to e w 

Zea land hi s inte res t in th e mov ie bus in ess was he ighte ned . Th e manage rship of 
the Gra nd became Hill s's go lde n opportunity. H e built hi s own sound pl ant and at 
rhe cost o f a s hilling fo r adults and s ix pe nce fo r childre n th e c iti ze ns o f Kaiapo i 
co ul d e nj oy the "ta lki es" on Wed nesday and Sa turday e ve nin gs and at a Sa turday 

afte rn oo n ma tinee. T he las t fi lm to be s hown in th e G rand was "The , \ge Of 
l 1111oce11re" sca rrin g Ire ne Dunne and Jo hn Boles . 

The Ri a l to was offi cia ll y ope ne d by th e M ayo r, W .f-1.A.Vi cke ry, on I 7 D ecem­
be r l 935. The re was a spec ia l ope ning matinee fo r sc hoo l childre n on th e fo ll owin g 

Thursday, 19 D ece m ber. Th e film s hown was " The L it!leCo/011e/ " fea rurin g S hirl ey 
Temple . Regul ar film showings bega n in th e Ri a lto on 2 1 D ecembe r with Edn a 
Bes t L es li e Banks and ova Pil bea m in a film ca ll ed ''1'/Je 11/011 IV/Jo K11f!'iJ.!' Too 
1ll11rh. " It was d esc ribe d as an ac ti on s uspe nse film with inte llige nc playe rs and 
pl e nty of co m ed y. 

Life was no r a ll doo m and g loo m durin g th e de press ion yea rs and in many ways 
it ca rri e d on as in the prev ious decade. The re we re th e us ual fa irs, co nce rts and ba ll s 

he ld to rai se funds fo r one o rga ni za ti on o r ano th e r. Jn th e 1920 's dances becam e 
more popula r and a lth ough a large numbe r we re used to ra ise fund s an inc reas ing 

numbe r we re run as businesses on a weekl y bas is. As with a ll ve nues whe re 
numbe rs o f yo un g peo ple mee t th e re we re th e usua l compla incs o f no ise and 

bo istero us be hav iour. T oward s th e e ncl o f th e l 920 's many of rh e complaints 
ce ntred on th e no ise moto r ve hi c les made leav ing th e a rea at th e e nd of a fun cti on. 

ft was th oug ht ch at many of those with moto r ca rs li ve d out o f th e di s tri ct and th ar 
th e noise th ey made mi ght be modifi e d if th e po li ce we re informed . An amusing 

compl aint was made to th e Boro ugh Co unc il in Septe mbe r 1933 a bom th e misuse 
of th e shrubbe ry in T ro usse lor Pa rk a fte r dances . It is now a matte r o f s pec ulati on 
as to th e type of mi s use th at che shrubbe ry was put to. 
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It is clear from rhe response ro rhe noise afrer dances char there was a clear rifr 

between what was thought acceptable by one generation as opposed to the 

sue eeding one. A s imilar problem arose ac the end of 1930. In 1 ovcmber rhc 

secretary of Kaiapoi Tennis C lub sought permission from the Counci l for rhc club 

to pla y ga mes on Sunday. The Council's response was curt. It would nor discuss rhe 

matter unril a req_uest had come from a duly constiturcd genera l meeting of the c lub 

and 111 the meannme there would be no Sunday tennis. The Tennis Club complied 

wnh _ rhe Council's request and presented a resolution from a genera l mcering 

seeking perm1ss1on for Sunday play in December. Although Councillor Ramsey 

spoke s trongly in favour of the Tennis Club's plans he was not able to sway the 

other Council members who were influenced by a petition from a number of 
residenrs prorcsting against Sunday play. 

That response to the Kaiapoi Tennis C lub however did not prevenr rhe Counci I 

from allowing both miniature golf and rennis from being pla yed ar the beach 

sertlemenrs on_Sundays . The apparent inconsisrency of res ponse may be under­

stood 1f it 1s real 1sed that the beach scttlemenrs were regarded as a holida y place and 

therefore a relaxa tion in rhc usual standard of behaviour was acceptable. 1-:aiapoi 

on the other hand was "home" and no relaxa tion of the standards ofbehaviourcould 

be tolerared. The Wesleyan conceptof Sunday as a day ofresr and worship was still 

the view ofrhe majority in Kaiapoi. Ir was understandable that such concepts were 

being challenged 111 those yea rs of such co nsiderable social dislocation. 

. That Sunday and reg ular church \\'Orship were regarded as an inregral part of 

life 111 Kai apoi in rhe 1930's is confirmed by the actions of the l\lcthodists. Almost 

ar rhe worsr rime of th e Great Depression rhc minister of the I\ Jethodist church 

called a meering to discuss rhe replacement of the o ld wooden church bv a much 

larger building. Atthc meeting on 5 December 1933 a finance committee L;ndcr the 

chairmanship of rhe Reverend O.Burnet was formed to raise mone y for a new 

church. Less than a yea r latter in August 193-t the finance committee iiad enough 

money to bcg111 rhe replacement. The lasr service in the old church was held on 22 

Apri l 19_3 -+, the preacher being the Reverend Clarence Eaton. On 25 Augusr the 

found anon stone of the new church was laid by I iss S. E. Evans. The projected cosr 

ofche new reinforced concrete church was two thou sa nd pounds. The plans were 

drawn up by R.Lovell Smith and rhe builder ll"as \\'.C.Tourell. The weather l'ane 

from rhe old church was saved and ser on rhe tower of rhe new church. 

The dep_rivarions rhar_mosr of che popularion endured in rhe Grear Depression 

led to poll[Jcal changes 111 rhe counrry. In 1928 rhc old Liberal Parry under a 

new name, the Unired Parry, wich Sir Joseph \\'ard as leader came to power 

vmh rhe supporr of rhe Labour parry. \\lard had promised during rhc e lecrion 

campaign rhac the Un1ced Parry would borrow in order to starr a number of 

public works which would in turn soak up rhe unemployed. In rhc evcnr he was 

unable to do rhis and alrhough Ward wenr on, unril his rerircmenr from che Prime 

I\Jinisrership, issuing oprimisric staremenrs about rhe economy, rhings gor worse. 

George Forbes, rhe !\!ember for Hurunui, was se lecred as che nexr Prime I\ Ii nisrer. 

He began a programme ofrerrenchmenr rhac did lirrle for che economy and caused 

a grear deal of misery for rhe people. Rerrenchmenr and specifically che refusal of 
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Forbes to consider a dole payment for rhe unemployed caused rhe Labour Parry to 

withdraw irs support for rhe Un i red Parry. Forbes then had no choice bur ro form 

a coalirion governmenr in September 1931 wirh rhe Reform Parry led by J.G.Coares. 

Afrer the genera l e lection in December 1931 the coa l1t1 on_ governme~c was 

returned and Coates was able to persuade the Cabinet to rry his three policies of 

cutting farming coses, increasing farm production and devaluing the currency. 

These policies may have had a better chance of working had they been imple­

mented in the first year of the depression. It was too I are by 1933 when devaluatwn 

was finally inrroduced to make much of a difference to the speed of the economic 

recovery. . 

The coalition were perceived as the "Old Guard " as the e lectorate turned its 

thoughts towards the 1935 General Election. The Labour Party with its emphasis 

on unemployment relief and a so luti on for rhe housing shortage gamed 111 popu la_r­

ity especially in the cities and small towns. The_ socialist policies of state ownersh ip 

of key institutions such as banks and the 1nrroduct1on of free medical care 

particularly appealed to chose who classed themselves as workers .. 

The rwo main policy planks with which the Labour Parry_ went into the_ 1935 

e lection were parricularly apposite for Kaiapoi. The firsr was to 111su late the prtmary 

producers from overseas price fluctuations and the second was to enc~urage 

secondary indusrries. l t can have been no surp rt se when 111 November 19;,5 the 

Labour Parry became rhc government. Equally it was no surprise char the Ka1apo1 

e lectorate returned a Labour member, C.l\ lorgan Williams. 

The change in government and risin g prices for Ne~v Zealand's pr?~ucts in 

overseas markers promoted a less desperate atmosphere 111 the country .. I he new 

Labour governmenr capitalised and expanded on the new mood of oprnrnsm_ by 

granting a 1935 Christmas bonus to rhe unemployed, pensioners and benefic1anes. 

Although chis action cemented in place rhe faith t_har the electorate ~ad put 111 the 

Labo ur Governmem it wa clear char in some sections of Ka1apo1 society there was 

uncertaimy about rhe direction that the governmcnr was taking. Ar the twenciech 

Annua l General I\ leeting of rhe shareholders of the Freezing works A.P. Bruce 

questioned the governmem's policy on rhc rare of exchange. In reply C.l\lorgan 

\Vi II iams assured the meeting char the Prime 1\1 inister, I\J ichael Joseph Savage, had 

said thar rhe government would do nothing umil it was in a position to implemcnr 

its policy of guaranteed prices. This was a scheme whereby the surp l~1 ~es of good 

years were held by the governmenr o char they cou ld boost farmers 111comes 111 

years when prices forcommodiries declined . The govcrnmenc had co make the fi_r c 

contributions co initiate the scheme bur quire quickly over the years 1935-39 w1rl1 

rising prices for wool and meat a susta inab le guaranteed price scheme evo lved. 

Certainly rhose four years were good trading years for both the Freezing works and 

rhe Woollen l\lill. 

The Freezing work management ceam was relocated to Kaiapoi from 

Christchurch in 1935. le was thought char this move would benefit the business by 

having che managerial staff c lose to th e man ufacrn rin g staff. The dividend of three 

percenr paid co shareholders in 1936 was increased co five and a half 111 1937 and 

sustained at this level through unril 1939. 
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The Woollen J\Iills reported rhar it had ample work for both its mills and as 

noted earlier 1936 was its best trading year in the last fifteen years. There was a 

slight recession in the last l~alf of 1938 and the 
first half of 19'9. Im pores from both Australia 
and the United Kingdom were cited as creat­
ing problems for the sale of the Company's 
goods on rhe local market and it was not until 
rhe military orders started co come in ar the 
end of 1939 that rhe local marker began co pick 
up. 

The clcarh of the Honourable David 
Buclclo in Dece mber 1937 marked rhe encl of 
an association wirh the Kaiapoi area rhat 
stretched back co 1890 when he settled at 
Fernside. Born in Edinburgh in 1856, rheson 
ofa medical pracririone r, David Buddo trained 
as an engineer and emigrated co New Zealand 
in 1877. He established an engineering busi­
ness in Christchurch bur was very quickl y 
drawn co farming. Bucldo's first farm was ar 
Ellesmere and there he became involved in 

'l'ht l-lo11011mhle Drri.'irl ll11rlrlo 
- m11m,s1• Kfliapoi ,l/11s,,,1111 local body politics. I le was appointed to the 

· . . ~ Springs Road Board in 1884, serving until 
1887. _In 1897 after hi s shift co I· crnside Bud do became a member of the l\ lancleville-

R~ng1ora Road Board and chaired that body in 1898 and 1899. In the same yea r, 

1897, he bc~ame a member of the Lyttelcon Harbour Board and rhe North 

Canterbury 1-,, clucanon Board. Budclo's association with those two Boards lasted 

unnl 1907. I le chaired the Education Board in 1900 and 1907. 

Buclclo 's !Jarliamentary career began in 1893 when he was elected as rhe 

member for Ka1apo1. I le losr the seat in 1896 to Richard J\ loo re, the man he had won 

It from 111 1893. Buclclo regained rhe scar aga in in 1899 rcmai ning as the member for 

Kaiapo1 for the next twenty years. He was successively Iin ister of I ntcrnal Affairs 

Pub_l1c r lealth, and, Industries and Commerce as well as ac ting J\linister of Land; 
1

11 Sir Joseph \\lards Liberal Government from l 908 co 1912. In 1919 Bud do again 

losnhe_ Ka1 apo1 seat onl y to regain 1t aga111 in 1922. He held it for a further six years 

untd his rernement from parliamentary politics in 1928. In 1930 Budclo was 

appointed t? the Leg1slanve Council and remained a member until early 1937 
when he rer1rccl from that body. 

During hi s long parliamentary career Dav id Buddo was also a member of the 

Rang1ora _County Council from 190➔ co 1908, chairing that body for the last two 

yea rs ofh1s term. l_fe se rved on the Board of Governors of the Canterbury College 

of Agriculture at L111coln from 1920 unn I h 1s death. Buel do was also a di rector of the 

New Z~aland Farmers' Co~operatil'e Association of Canterbury and was a member 

of the Christchurch Domains Board. It was extraordinary that he was also able co 

pursue 111terests rhat he had in his pl ace of birch, Scotland, in his adopted country. 
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Before his departure co ew Zealand he was a member of the Kincardineshire 

Volunteers, Sconehurst. Buddo resumed this interest in the Volunteer movement 

when he joined the North Canterbury l\lounted Rifles. He held the rank of captain 

in that organisation from 1901 co 1903. Somewhere, in between his publicdmies, 

Buddo managed, in 1886 marry Janet Rollo and co subsequently have a family of 

four children. His public career was distinguished by the length of service and his 

attention co matters in his Kaiapoi electorate. l\fichael Joseph Savage said at the 

time of Bucldo's death that he was an earnest man, a good friend, and a fair 

opponent. Savage went on co add that Buddo's long life was marked with painstak­

ing work for the people. 

The improved economic climate in the late 1930s lead the Kaiapoi Borough 

Council co launch a scheme on the initiative of the l\layor, \V.H.A. Vickery, co 

attract new industries co the borough. The government had introduced an Indus­

trial Efficiency Act in 1936. It was regarded by the government as a blueprint for 

the future direction of secondary industries in ew Zealand. However very little 

came ofit. The Borough Council's plan was a more typical response co the situation 

and in many ways more practical than a national policy on the development of 

secondary industries. The Council decided co form a committee co promote the 

town as a suitable area for the establishment of manufacturing businesses. Part of 

task of the committee in its promotion of the town was co keep in couch with the 

appropriate government ministries, the Manufacturers' Association and any other 

interested bodies. The other part of its brief was co collect data on the properties 

and buildings suitable for factories in the town. It was planned co hold a special 

industrial promotional week in Kaiapoi just before Christmas 1939 but with the 

outbreak of the Second World War all of the town's efforts were wrned co coping 
with that crisis. 

The siwation in Europe and especially the buildup of German power under 

Hitler had for some time pointed co the possible outbreak of war. In Kaiapoi there 

seemed co be very linle awareness of rhe deteriorating situation in Europe. The 

Borough Council received without comment a notice from the Spanish Refugees' 

Fund in Ju ly 1938 that an appeal for assistance of destitute children in Spain was 

being launched. It is probab le that church bakd groups in Kaiapoi did respond co 

this appeal and others of like mind reacted similarly but on rhe whole it seemed as 

if most people fe lt that the trouble was coo far away for them co be able co make any 

constructive help. 
In ome ways, in Kaiapoi, the immediate period prior co the outbreak of 

the Second World War had a Gi lbert and Sullivan opera style and atmosphere 

about it. An example of the whimsical nature of the response in the area co 

the serious situation in Europe was provided by the Waimakariri Harbour Board. 

It indicated co the government at the beginning of 1939 that it considered 

rhe Kaiapoi Harbour would be an ideal base for motor torpedo boars. In his repl y, 

the l inister of Defence, exp lained that the government had no plans co purchase 

mocor corpeclo boats but that if it did , ir would consider the Board's offer. Almost 

as whimsical but with a much stronger phi losophical base was the response 

of a number of Borough Councillors co a petition from the l ational Peace 
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Council in l\lay 1939. The pecicion urged che governmenc w hold a conference 

on quescions effeccing a world peace movemem and in signing che pecicion 

the Councillors were giving expression rn cheir hope chac peace would prevail. 

In face che slide inw che Second World War was as inevitable as ic was 
disascrous. 

In che cwency one years since che end ofche Firsc World War Kaiapoi had been 

swepc along wich che national and imernacional movemems of che rime but at no 

stage could it be said char the wwn had become pare of che overall pic(Ure. le had 

retained its unique idemicy in Norch Canterbury. It was an induscrial centre wich 

imernacional links char conducted its business in che way ic had done in the early 

years of secclemenc. There was a sense of caring in che comm unicy chac co-exisced 

with che scrong work echic and self help philosophy ofche early Wesleyans. Ac one 

stage ic was poimed out by the governmem char che populacion of Kaiapoi was 

stagnam during che lace cwemies and chircies. This observacion was made in che 

comexc of che provision of housing and was taken as a negacive characceriscic of che 

wwn. However, ic could also be seen in a very posicive light. Kaiapoi was che kind 

of place where one or cwo generations of che same family chose rn stay. This 

cominu icy gave Kaiapoi a scab le soc iecy in which all of che characceriscics of a caring 

communicy were solidified and caken as che norm. This was mosc graphically 

illuscraced when che Nursing Home was chreacened wich permanem closure and 

represencacives of che comm unicy came wgecher w presem the case rn che orth 

Canterbury Hosp ital Board for supporc of che Home. One of che facwrs chac 

persuaded che Hospira! Board rn give ics support w che Nursing Home was che 

strong sense of community char emanated from che delegacion. 

The response of boch che officials and individuals in Kaiapoi w che depression 

also illuscraces che uniqueness of wwn. There was enormous sympachy for che 

unemployed and every efforc was made both formally and informall y w ensure chac 

those affecced did nor suffer undue hardship. Unemploymem in Kaiapoi was seen 

as a communicy problem racher chan an individual problem. Consequently organi­

sations and commiccees were puc in place rn deal wich che effeccs of economic 

depression on a communicy basis. Alchough eh ere were individual cases of ex ere me 

poverty in che commu nicy Kaiapoi people survived che experience by helping each 

other when ic was needed. The national and incernacional econo111ic depression and 

che gachering srnr111 in Europe served rn recognise char Kaiapoi cominued w retain 
special qualicies of ics own. 
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Chapter Nine: 

WAR AND PEACE AGAIN. 

T he declaracion of ch e Second World War was mec with a resigned 

accepcance of che inevitabilicy of conflicc occurring in _Europe. From 

1 September, umil che official declaration of war 111 Parl1a111em by the 
Accing Prime Minister, the Honourable P.Fraser, on 5 Sepcem_ber l 939 chere was 

no doubc a call char New Zealand would be involved 111 che conflict. Fraser affir111ed 

char every possible seep had been taken w avoid conflict but in che end there ca111e 
a poinc when, 

"Force has been allowed wo long w have ics way in che 
world. It muse be overcome and it will be overcome." (1) 

There was no specific means spelc our by Fraser as w how chis objeccive would be 

achieved by ew Zealand buc everyone knew,_ char once aga111, a generation of 

young people, mostly men , would be involved 1n figlrnng for 1cs cou~cry. Ic 111ay 

have been , char che suppressed horrors of che Firsc World War were S(III wo fresh 

wallow much of an emotional reaction rn che news. le became 111ore a matter of 

geuing on wich che cask in hand. Cerca_inly very few people saw the Second World 

vVar as a "great adven(Ure." The head l111e 111 che North Co11terbu1y Gazette annou nc­

ing che oucbreak of the war highlighced, che rather 111ore prosaic, concerns of che 
people when ic read 

"The Empire ac War wich Germany. Rush for Petrol Per­
mics in Rangiora. " 

Wichouc doubt che same rush was experienced in Kaiapoi. 

Alchough che Kaiapoi Borough Council did nor acknowledge che oucbreak of 

che war in its meecings of September 1939 it did cake a number of seeps, 111 che 

weeks leading up w che declaracion, char acknowledged che imminence of che war. 

After che war had been declared , che Council puc in place addmonal precau(Ions 

char acknowledged che com111unicy re ponse w che emergency: _ 

The Council held a special meecing on -1- Sepcember w consider a confidenc1al 

circular from the Imernal Affairs Oeparc111enc. The circular ouclined che govern-

< I) The Pn·ss. 6. 9. I 9.l9. p .. l 
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mem 's poli cy, in che evenc ofch e oucbrea k of wa r, fo r ch e procec ci on ofwh ac was 
te rm ed vira l poims. These poims were che ra ilways, che eleccricicy grid and water 
works. T he circul ar remind ed local auch oricies ch ac chey we re required rn co­
operacc wich th e Incern al Affairs Deparcme m in ch e pro cec ci on of ch ese viral poims. 
T he Council reso lved rn endorse ch e requesc of che governme m in chis ma[[e r. 
_F urchermore, ac che spec ial meecing, ch e Council reso lved rn ca ll a public meecing 
111 orde r rn sec up a communicy commi[[ee ch ac wo uld ass ist men wh o may be 
leaving che loca l icy fo r acci ve service overseas. Ac ch e 12 Sepcember meecing che 
Council rece ived a de pu ca ci on led by lr Scark who was in charge of che o 2 
Reserves. T he de pu ra ci on req uesced ch e use of cwo rooms in th e Borough Hall fo r 
emergency wo rk. T hi s was gra nced buc subjecc, rn a slighcly backhanded re mark, 
rh ac the roo ms wo ul d have rn be choro ughl y cleaned. 

In re~ ponse rn che declara ci on of wa r che Council appoimed ch e l'vl ayor, 
\V.H.A. Vickery, as ch e Council 's represe macivc rn che Camerbury Progress League's 
confe rence on che orga ni za ci on of manpower. Vicke ry was also appoinced ch e 
Co uncil 's re presemaci ve on che Pacrioci c Fund Collecci ons comminee. Furth er­
more Co uncillor Go rdon was se lecced as ch e Council 's represenca ci ve on ch e War 
Services Commiccee which had bee n sec up ac che public meecing ca ll ed by ch e 
Co unci l earli e r in Sep cember. 

Th e \Vaimakariri Harbour Board rece ived che sa me Ince rnal Affairs circul ar 
concerning che prorec ci on of vira l po ims in ics di srricc as had ch e Council. The 
Board di d noc hold a spec ial meecing rn di scuss ch e circular bur ic, like ch e Council , 
reso lved_ rn co-operace wirh th e gove rnme nc. T he Secrerary of rh e Harbours 
Assoc1a[lon of New Zea land circul ari sed ic consciru e m me mbers in ea rl y Ocrn be r 
rn asce rta in whe ch er or noc che Assoc iati on's confe rence should be held . Th e 
Waimakariri Boa rd agreed rhac as a concess ion rn ch e dec laraci on of war rh e 
co nfere nce should be pos tponed umil a more appropriace cim e. 

In ea rl y Occober 1939 ch e firsc me n rn leave for war se rvice we re farewe ll ed. The 
Kaia poi Working Me n's C lu b held a fun cti on fo r ics members who had joined 
the special mili cary fo rce. Th ere was a large crowd ac che ga the ring wh o hea rd , 
as ~ve il_ as che speeches of fa rewe ll , ice ms from N .Kara ici ana, 1.l\l ca lings, 
D.Karamana, \V.Bayrn n, ] .Brown and R. Conway accompanied by ].C.Simpson. 
T he me n, 1n wh ose honour ch e fun cci on was held , we re l\l ess rs A.Hail , ].Revell , 
R.Hall , G. Loga n, A.James, I-I .Fowle r, l\1.l\l ea lings, A. Mcin rns h, P. G illen , and 
F. l lyde.rzl 

T he Kaia poi Parrioci c Commiccee was fo rmed ac a public meecing ea rl y in 1940. 
Jc had a ch ree-fo ld poli cy. Th e firsc was rn ensure ch ac eve ry se rviceman and 
servicewoman leav ing from Kaiapoi had a public cici zens' farewe ll. 

Seco ndl y, once Kaiapoi peopl e were overseas, th e Patrioti c Comminee was to 
main ta in co ntac t wich them in the fo rm of le rrers and extra suppli es of clothing. ln 
th at comext th e Lady Ga lway G uild und er the chairmanship of the l\fayo resses of 
che pe ri od, l\ lrs \'i ckery, and 1\l rs Gray produced three thousa nd knicced goods 
from June 19-+l un[II Jun e 194-+. Noe all of those ga rm ems wenr rn se rvice 

(2) The Pre". 4.10. I lJ.llJ. p.6 
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personn e l. Some of ch em we re suppli ed rn rhe various orga ni sations dea ling with 
re fu gees, nota bly ch e Red Cross. 

Th e le tters writce n by the Patri oti c Comminee rn the se rvice personal we re 
rega rded by rh e rec ipie ms as prec ious. l n a lecter wri cre n in repl y rn F. Brydon, 
George Lindsay scressed th e i mporcance of hea ring from home. Lind say, who had 

Kr1it1poi Pa1rio1ir Co111111i11ee 

!J11d• ,vru•, 11'. AlrPr111/i11. R.J. Smith. R. Gill, II..!. ,l/r/111osh, C. 1/in·t, J. ,1/rG(Jny 
Alirlrlle Roru•, ,l/esr!t1111es C. ll'j•lie, ,I/. Rid,m-rls, II . Sed.·I'!'. F. Iii/is, II. 11'111s011. ,lliss ,II. S111rl.·, ,l/rsr/11111es 
,I/. G11'e11ru•oorl. I,. 11/rl lllosh. ,1/iss P. Pe11rre, ,1/rs KFitz-[(emlr! 

Fm111 roru•, K. 1' /d111osh .j11r, ,l/esrlm11es C., lilm,. R. Gill, f.:.C. Cm.1•, I'. ll'right, (Sm,•1111y & 7ims1m•1), 
,1/r !,.C. Cmy (Chain11r111) .. 1/esrlames B. Pnm,•, J.S. Hrd-rr. J. .l/r, llt,llr111, ,1/.J. llirsl 
- ro1111esy Kait1poi , l/"se11111 

been wounded in Egypc, desc ribed hi s journey rn Pales ci ne and th e sights, sounds 
and sme ll s th ac assa ulced hi s senses in such places as Jerusa lem and Te l Aviv. He 
was asto unded ac th e freq ue ncy with which wine was drunk and he was masc 
impressed by wh ac he te rmed as ch c co mmunal li ving arra nge me ms in th e Jewish 
vill ages. Lindsay's Ien er e nca psul ates the exo ti c life th ac th e so ldi ers, espec iall y 
those who se rved in North Afri ca and ch e Middl e Eas t, we re abl e rn obse rve . For 
men and wome n brought up in th e iso lati on of small rnw n New Zea land it ll'HS both 
an ex hil arat ing and fo re ign ex pe ri e nce thac made th e m ap prec iace th eir coumry's 
way of life. 

Th e third poli cy of ch e Patrioci c Co mmi ctce was rn g i1 e each se rvice person a 
finin g we lco me home and rn prese m th at pe rson wich fi l'e pounds as a rnke n from 
a gra teful public. T he Patrioci c Commi tcce, itse lf, thought that thi s ll'as a palt ry 
amoum rn presenc but ic stressed ch at the money was a rn kc n rac he r than a reward . 
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loney used co support the Patriotic Comm ittee's projects was raised in various 
ways. In terms of the money raised the most important events were the concerts 
and carn iva ls. Kaiapoi people had lost none of their enthus iasm for tak ing part 
in and watching the events that their friends and neighbours put on co raise 
money. Over the war period nearly four and a ha lf thousand pounds were raised in 
this way. 

The staff at the Woollen !ills had a number of co ll ections during the war. 
Those co ll ections and the house co house appea ls raised a substanti a l amount of the 
balance of the just over ten thousand pounds raised by the Kaiapoi Patriotic 
Committee. In co nsidering the amount of money raised over the wa r period it must 
be recognized that most of it came from indi vidua l sma ll donations typified by the 
first donation of a sh illing that the committee received at its first meeting. It was 
a remarkable amount of money co be raised by a sma ll community over a relatively 
short time-span . 

Two hundred and nine people left from the Kaiapoi district to se rve in the 
wa r. By far the biggest number, one hundred and fifty, served in the a rm y; thirty 
joined the airforce; twenty rwo were in the navy and two in the merchant navy, and 
one man served in the Australian force . Of the three women, from the Kaiapoi 
district who went overseas, two were nurses and the other one served in the 
women's army corps. Eighteen men from the district were killed during the confl ict 
and many others were wounded. Four of those who went away were g iven awards 
for bravery. These numbers exc lud e those of laori descent who served in the 
l\laori Battalion. 

A notable development in New Zealand's contribution co the war effort that 
was of vita l interest co the Kai Ta hu residents in Kaiapoi and the surrou ndin g 
district was the formation of the l\,laori Battalion. The announcement, co nstirnting 
a rifl e battalion composed of Maori , was made in Wellingcon by the Minister 
of Defence, the H onourab le F .J ones, on 4 Occobcr 1939. Recruitin g was co begin 
on 9 Occober. It was env isaged that the first intake would begin training at a 
camp near Palmerscon North in the middle of November. (3) By the encl ofOccober 
it was reported that there were a coral of nine hundred and sixty three l\laori 
recruits. However on ly nineteen of those came from the Southern region. It 
had been found during the recruiting drive that there were a substantial number 
of married men of the right age and level of fitness who were debarred from serving 
because of their married state. It was decided co a ll ow married men between 
the ages of twenty one and thirty five with not more than two ch ildren co app ly co 
join the Battalion. This relaxation of the restrictions allowed many more men co 
join up . 

In February 19-+0 the Kaiapoi War Services Comm ittee decided co compil e a 
comp lete register of so ldiers leaving the Kaiapoi district for overseas se rvi ce. One 
of those who would not have been puton the register was I.Ham lin who left hi s job 
in the engineering section ar the Woollen !\!ills co join mercantile marine se rv ice 
taking with him a Kaiapoi rug. Hi s cleparrnre, however, served co remind the 

(.,) Th, Pm.,. S. 10.19.l9. p.6 
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citizen of Kaiapoi that there were many \\'ays in which they cou ld help in the war 
effort. 

One of the o rga ni zations that responded co the emerge ncy of the war was the 
New Zealand Defence League. l ts nati ona l se rvice movement idea was gat her ing 
momentum in the early months of 1940. At its 13 February meeting the Kaiapoi 
Borough Counc il received a letter from the New Zealand Defence League 
suggest ing that the Counci l express an opin ion on universal compulsory national 
service. I r was envisaged by the Defence League that all citizens be gi\'Cn tasks that 
they were best suited co and that wou ld further the war effort. This scheme, it was 
maintained, would ensure an equality of sacrifice for all cit izens. The Borough 
Council was unimpressed with the idea and suggested that it \\'as a matter for 
central government rather than local bodies. 

By August rhe central government had come up with a scheme that, a lth ough 
not as inclusive as the Defence League scheme, was co inc lude an est imated 
three hundred thousand men. A conference of loca l body rep resentatives was 
held in Christchurch on 2 1 August 19-+0 under the chairmanship of the l\layor 
of Ch ri stchurch, R.M.l\lacFarlanc, 1\1.P. The main speaker at the conference 
was the Honourable R.Semple, the 1\ lini stcr for 1ationa l Service. I le exp la ined 
that under the Emergency Reserve Corps Regu lations, which had been gazetted 
the previous weekend , three hundred thousand men would be en li sted in 
an organization that would place them all in an appropriate job in the defence of 
the country. This organization \\'Oulcl be known as the Home Guard and alth ough 
in the first instance it would have no uniform, it would be drilled in the ways of 
the a rm y provided the members were fit enough . The I Jome Guard would also 
practise the hand ling of guns and ammu niti on ac the parades a lth ough no members 
would be permitted co take the weapons home. Each Home Guard unit would be 
under the contro l of a loca l man w ho was experienced in arm y training. It 
was e nvisaged that these men would come from a li st prepared by the local 
Rcrnrnecl So ldiers Associations. New Zealand would be divided inco eighteen 
a reas, each with an officer in contro l and responsible for the supervision of drilling 
and instruction. Under the scheme rhe local authorities were co use their adminis­
trative systems to make sure that all e li gible men in their particular areas were 
enro ll ed in the I lomc Guard. It was suggested that loca l bodies set up a committees 
of four or five people whose overa ll task was to foster the growth of the Home 
Guard. 

The most pressing question the delegates at the confe rence had was over the 
issue of petrol for farmers who had co travel long cl istances co attend parades. The 
1\1 ini ste r co u lei g ive no assurance except co say that if the defence of the Dominion 
was at stake, then petrol would be used for that cask. H e went on co say that he 
hoped the I Jome Guard in New Zealand would show the rest of the Common­
wealth that the country cou ld organize itself. 

' J'he preliminary work of organization presumably got under way as soo n as the 
delegates rernrned co their respective areas. In Kaiapoi there was no mention of the 
work of the committee until December. At a meeting in early December the 
executive of the Kaiapoi H ome Guard Committee decided co nominate \V. H .Stack 
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and O.Y. Davies for the positions of area officers. It was also decided to have the first 
parade on 11 December in the Borough Hall. 

There seemed to be a low key respon e in the borough and this was in marked 

contrast to the response at Tuah iwi. The first parade of th e Tuahiwi H ome Guard 

was held on 19 December. Ir was organized after a meeting wh ich had been held 

in the settlement the previous Sunday. The convener of the Sunday meeting was 

J.H.Kingi who has served in the First World \Var and had atta ined the rank of 

Sergeant-Major. T he Tuahiwi Home guard was the firsr l\-laori Home Guard with 

its own command in rhe Sourh Island and possibly in New Zealand. Thirty men 

attended rhe first parade, among them an o ld man of seventy years. On the first 

nighr the recruits received instruction from a member of th e Nationa l Military 

Reserve, Private J. W. Robinson , bur thereafter it was reported char the parades 
were be under rhe contro l of Sergeant-l\lajor Kingi. 

There was no doubt a grear deal of pride in rhe Tuahiwi community at the leve l 

of support that community members gave to both serv ing in the Home Guard and, 

for those who were e lig ibl e, serving overseas. As with any war there were cas ua lti es. 

Among the casua lti es were two men whose losses were devastating for both the 

Tuahiwi and the wider North Canterbury community. The fir tone was Corpora l 

Hikoata Ross Piki. His death was reported in The Press, 16 January 1943 and 

although the report does not say where he was killed it is safe to assume it was in 

the North African Desert campaign. Piki was the son of J. T.l\I.Piki ofTuahiwi and 

both father and son were notable footba ll ers of their time. Piki senior had been in 

a New Zealand team that had toured Australia and hi s so n was showing promise as 

a half-back wi th the North Canterbury Team. Hikoaca Piki had been educated at 

Otaki College in the orth Island and had returned to Tuah iwi to take an act ive 

interest in Te Roopu Pipiwharauroa Agriculture Society. H e was reported to be 

interested in al l branches of l\Jaori learn ing. It would seem that from the account 

of his life he would have had a great deal to offer his commun ity ifhe had s urvived 
the war. 

The second notable loss occurred a coup le of weeks later and was a lso in the 

North African Campaign, this time at the Battle of E l Alamein. SergeantTa humataa 

Pita ma received a l\ J ilitary l\Jedal fo r an act of courage and leadership which cost 

him his life. Sergeant Pitama was in one of the leading companies of the l\Jaori 

Battalion in the attack on Deir El l\lunassib when his platoon com mander was 

wou nd ed. Pitama took over command but did not survive the battle himse lf. The 

community certain ly lost a potential leader when Tahumataa Pitama was killed. 

The Kai Tahu community was not the on ly one ro lose men of va lue in the 

Second World War. As with all wars, losses were experie nced by the wider 

comm unity, the most notab le of which for Kaiapoi was its Town C lerk. Stanley 

Papp rill had been appoi need to the position in August 1941 on the resignation of 

R.J.Smith. Papprill was born in Kaiapoi in June 1906, the so n of Ethel and Ernest 

Papprill. Ernest Papprill was a barrister and so li c ito r and th e Borough's so li c itor. 

Stanley Papprill began schoo l at Kaiapoi Borough School. He attended C hri stchu rch 

Boys' High Schoo l before join ing hi s brothers as a boarder at \Vaitaki Boys' High 

School. On leaving schoo l he began an accountancy degree at Canterb ury Univer-
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. ' · .. . . . · ken1arttimewhilcheworkcdasanaccountsclcrk 
s1tyCo l}e_gc. H1s,stud1es~;~;e[c;c hacl still not completed his degree at the ume he 

at the Ka1apo1 \\ oolle.n~ . ' - _, os ition. ft had been accepted at the time by 
was aprointed to the I own Cle rks p . du for serv ice. His call up came in 
the Counc il , that Pappn II was likely tol be cCa l le ,· 1p n'eeting Pa1Jprill advised the 

,7 A I ?? Scptcm )er ounc1 , 
September 19-.__ t _c 1e. -~ ,1at he did not wish to appeal it. Papp rill was posted 
Council ofh1s call-L'.P add~1g t~ . 1· TI. was the Company that many North 

to "A" Company of the z.,rd), atr,\ ;c~1n;s b::n remembered by those who served 
Ca nterbury men served in. I appn I I cl , good g·1me of bridge. He had only 

. • II . •tcd soldier w 10 p aye a ' . · 
,, 1th him as a we rcspec · . f 

1 
burns he had sustained 111 an 

just re-joined the Banal ion after recove(lll~- [~~~1 for l\lontc Casino. According to 

earlier incident when It was engdagcbd 111 tl1c '~a)'S into the battle and the Kaiapoi 
his comrades Papprill was kille a out nree ' . 

commu nity los_t a valuablen;~n;be\ ·1 association with the area was also killed 
Another Kaiapo1 man win a ong dlBlll y 1-·1 I . I '\l 'lS ' l descendent of Charte_, s 

fl\ 1 C·sno ]-ick roc'-e)an< ,, ' . 
at the battle o once ,a. , .. d'. K·1 ia oi in 187-+ with his wife and family. I le 
Brocklebank. Charles had amve. ,In t.:_' '1 pd f)arnl1am as a married couple. A few 

• · f h I . eel -1 JOb ,1·1 t 1 ,::- c war ' · 
1 and his,, 1 e a( secur ' . 1 l l·issall 's Ford area although 1e 

I I I b ght ,1 few acres 111 tie ,. ' · . 
years later 1e Ja( ou ' (' · 1 B. ·l· lebank 's descendcnts did not 
· . .1. f . P·i rnh·im hares 10c, , 
continued _to wo,' .°' '. I '1 ·I · , cl but moved into Kaiapoi and sought other 
continue his assoc1at1on ,1 It i tie an 

occupations. . . , nnection with Kaiapoi was killed in 1942 
A third man with a long famil) cdo f I . - d . I ,,,cil July 1943. I le was Pilot 

. f -1 . ot 111 formc o 11s can L , . 
although his am, Y was n d f' 1 c Clothier family who had taken 

I G Cl I · I le ,, --is a descen ent o t 1 ' · 
Officer_ I . . ot 11cr.. , . I . ·I d· ·s of P ·1keha settlement. Like the 

· 1 Cl •k lie •1rea 1n tic ea, Y d) , ' -
up land in r 1e _a, v, ' - , < fthe Clothier family had moved away trom 
Brocklebank family, the descendents l . cl . I Ka·1 ·1po·, l)ilot Officer C lothier 

· d I Iv •issoc1 ·1te w1t1 , · 
farming but had rema111e c osel, ' 1 · . ' ... ft v·1s returning from the ''thousand 
was killed off the Dutch coast w ien 11\aircral d'o,',·n into the sea by cnemv action 

" ·d F e fl,s 11lane ,,as 1orce( · . · f 
bomber ra1 on ,ss n. . S - . Forbes who became a pnsoner o war. 
and there was on ly one sfiurvl1Cvol r, '1 c~ ~:~'~~)' and ~~nfirmcd that it had been buried 
Forbes reportedly ,dent, ice , o~ 11er s_ 

in Rotterdam, a long way from K,k11laplo1. k cl Clothier Ind retraced the journey 
11 , Pppnll Broc · eJan an ' ' 

Al tirec men, a , d cl . 1 nre,·ious centur)'· All three were 
, 1 I ·. cestorsha ma e1nt1e1, · . f 

from (,, uropc nat t1e11 an . . ,· the ir fami li es and the Kaiapoi commun ity o 
to remain there, in death , dcpm mg b di cl 

. • 1 I , Id h·1,·e undou re Y ma c. 
the conmbunon t1at ncy ,, ou . ' . .. , f ·r such an e,·enwality as the 

The Counci l had planne~~ 1111 a 11~~:\~'~u ~IS[ 19-tZ the sen ior c lerk in the 

loss, a l be1ftfitemp~l,ranJ1\_ o:,:.~f 1}c~\\t:1~lcred her refignation as she had_been offered 
Council o ices, 

1
ss · ·. ' ' 'd I d O the extraordinary c1rcumstances 

. b TI C ,ncil rcsoh·e t1at uc t . . 1· 
another JO -

1
c OL ;ill bein called up in the near future, . 1ss 

created by the l1kelihood of Papp I I g_on c,ftl'c w·u This she agreed to do. 
Id I , . -I· d to st·1y fort 1e ( urat1 ' ' · 

\Val lace shou )e dS ,e . ' . . . 11 a ers and l\liss Wallace became 
ln less than a month Papprill received his ea L'.~1 p pth~t position in the history of 
the Acting Town C lerk, the onl) \\'Oman to occupy , 

the borough. 
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A't1ir1poi. ,I Sm,d1 for lrlm1i1r 

The Wa ll ace fa mil y had li ve d in Kaiapo i s ince a bo ur 1917 wh e n Bill Wall ace 

acq uire d rh e land nexr rn rh e ri ve r ar the no rth e rn e nd o f Rave n S tree t. !-:l e ran a 

few dairy cows o n it ro begin with and th e n moved o,·e r rn growing c rops. Th e re 

was neve r e noug h land rn suppo rr th e fa mil y a nd so Bill Wa ll ace wo rke d in 

th e ta ll ow de partm e nt of the freez ing wo rks. H e eventuall y so ld th e la nd rn 

W illi am J\ lurp hy w ho deed ed ir rn the Coun c il in 1953. Th e la nd beca me kn own 
as Murph y Parle 

Alth o ug h she had agreed ro tay o n th e sta ff fo r th e dura ti o n o f th e war J\li ss 

Wall ace was Ac ting Town C le rk fo r o nl y a yea r. S he was a brig ht a nd fo rthri ght 

yo un g wo man who was mo re th an ca pab le o f und e rtakin g rh c T own C le rk 's jo b. 

Unfo rtunate ly a clas h of pe rso naliti es be twee n Wa llace a nd rhe 1\l ayo r, E.G ray, 

lead rn he r seekin g a job e lsewhe re in Nove m ber 19-42. 

Wallace's res ig na ti on lead rn a nu m ber o f short te rm a ppo imme nts as Ac tin g 

Town C le rk. T he firs t o f th ese was G . H olli s wh o was e ngaged fro m rh e e nd of 

ovember until t he beginning o f Ja nu ary wh e n rh e fo rm e r T own C le rk, R.J .S mi th 

re turned rn rh e pos it io n. S mirh re mained in th e job un t il Papprill 's dea th a t rh e 

Battl e ofi\ Jon re Cas in o in J\ lay 19-4-4. T he Coun c il th e n ad ve rti sed fo r a full tim e 

Town C le rk, N.E.Cle me ns be ing rh e s uccessful a ppli ca m 

T he q ui et accepta nce of rh e outbrea k of th e Second World War was de m o n­

stra ted in oth e r orga ni za ti o ns in Ka iapo i. The a nnua l mee ting o f the Kaiapo i s ub­

centre of S t John Am bul ance Assoc ia ti o n in ove m ber 1939 was rn ld by its 

C hairma n, W.H .A. Vicke ry, th at a r th e news of rh e dec lara ri o n of war, t he s ub­

ce ntre was ab le rn arra nge c lasses in fir. ra id a nd ho me nursing . Ir was re pon ed rh ar 

these c lasses increased th e me mbe rs hip o f th e brigade . 

T he orga ni za ti o n ofa third nu rse ry sc hoo l fo r o rth Ca nte rbury we nr a head. 

T he Kaiapo i N urse ry Schoo l like its co umc rpa rts in Rang iora a nd O xfo rd was ro be 

open for o ne half-cl ay a wee k. At ch a r tim e th e nurse ry had twe lve to fo urteen 

c hildre n in regul a r a rte ncl ance . Th e c hil dre n 's mo th e rs rno k it in turn s to ma nage 

th e sc hoo l. T he b iggest cl iffi c ulty fo r the moth e rs was th e lac k o f o urd oo r pl ay ing 
materia l. 

Un like the expe ri e nce o f th e First World \Va r th e re seemed to be a cl e tc rmi na­

tio n rn have bus iness as usual clesp ire th e obvio us pro ble ms o f s hortages o f ove rseas 

prod uc ts such as pe tro l and s uga r. Th e Boro ug h Co un cil had two projects ch a r it was 
de te rmined s ho uld go ahead. 

T he firs t ofrh e projects was a new sewage sc he me . Th e Coun c il had appli e d 

rn th e Loca l Gove rn me nt Loa ns Boa rd in 1938 for a loa n to mode rni ze th e 

Bo ro ug h 's sewage sc he me. T he Co un c il had fo ll owed close ly th e g uid e lin es 

sugges te d by the L oa ns Boa rd and was th e refo re di spleased wh e n ir was ad vised 

in Ocrn be r 1939 th at th e O e pa rtm e m of H ea lth th o ught rh ar th e prov ision o f a safe 

wa rc r s up pl y was of p rim ary importa nce rn rh e boro ug h. Th e Co un cil was of rh e 

opinion, howeve r, rh ar a sewage sc he me was mo re urge nt. lr was s ure rh ar mos r 

res ide nts in th e boro ug h alread y had a more th a n sa ci sfacrn ry wate r s uppl y. As with 

th e prev io us sewage sche me in 1932 rhi s o ne a lso fo und e re d. This tim e ir was no r 

th e res ide nts that made rh e decisio n but cem ra l gove rnm e n t. It became clea r th a t 

if th e Boro ug h Co un c il did not acce p t rh e D e partm e n t o f H ca lrh 's recomme ncl a-

ll 'r,rr111r! Pmfl' .lgr1i11 

. urin th e loa n. Th e Co unc il was firml y of 
t io ns th e n th e re was no c ha nce oft sec II ~ ne w wate r supply a nd so th e sewage 
the opini on th at th e re was no neec to ,nsta ' 

sc he me \\'as put o n hold. ,· h th e oth e r majo r p roject, th e repl ace me nt 

The Co un c il had more s uccess ,, ,c TI C un c il had been e ncl eavo urings ,nce 

o f chc bridgco nch c i\l a1n _1 o rth R~_a d . I~~ l ~-40 th e Co un c il had writte n to th e 

A1Jril 1929 to have th e b11dge re p accc . I I bridge had not bee n re placed 
cl · d ,sa npo,mme mt1ar c1 e f 

Hi g hways Boa r ex press 111 g ,._ e Ja irs o f th e bridge as la rge ly a was te o 

Yea rs ago. I t rega rd ed th e ex pe nditure o n r I ' I· ·c By SeJJte mbe r 19-41 th e 
' bi I c o n w·1 to re p ace I • f 

mo ney as th e o nl y sens, e so u ' , , s lu ishncss over th e re place me nt o 

Coun c il 's pan e nce wnh th e gove rnm e nt/ gJ d le u e r to th e Jini sce r ofPubl, c 
the bridge had co me to an e nd . In a stro ng y wo r . e lei l . d e 

Works th e Co un c il wrote chat th e fif~y fivlee i;ga~:ss n;g' 1!cc'. unju stifi ed 
"stood as a damning exa mp ,, 

p rocras nn aci o n, and un~~\~~
1
i'~c~tr

1
,~.~~;~·

11 
rn p rocla i 111 chat th e bridge 

was th e wo rse o f ,cs kind ,n th e So mh _I s land , 

chat It was a n eyeso re to th e co mmun1cy a n~ 

beca use o f ,cs nari ow ca m age-way (e1g hcee 

feet), a da nge r to a ll w ho used IL Th e le u e r 

c ited a recent acc ide nt o n th e bridge whe n a 

pc desm an had been kill ed by a moto ris t and 

bac ke d up thi s arg um e nt with re fe re nce w 
th e numero us minor a nd ma1or m1ury acc i­

de nts chat had occ urred on th e bridge _du e rn 

i cs narrow ness. The head mas te r o f th e Kaia po, 

Boro ug h Schoo l had ins tru cte d th e sc hoo l 

c hildre n no t to use th e bridge beca use ofch e 

rea l poss ibil icy o f che m be ing 111Jured or kill~~~ 

The re had bee n a p ro mise ,n 193 1 of a g 

e rnme nt sur,·ey of th e bridge . Pl ans we re 

dra wn but nothin g had been do ne. le was 

tim e th e le n e r dec la red , fo r th e gove rnm e nt 

to ac'c res po n s ibl y.(➔) As we ll as_se ndin g th e 

. . . . . . . lc cce r co th c lini ste r,rl1eCounc il se nc co p1 es 
Olrlhrir/.w' "''ithp,l,, rfin·l'l'hr.orlr_,10,Mhu o The Press a nd S!{lr-S1111 news pape rs, th e 

19-1-1 (11oll'lma•1'ro11 post off,ff) (.rJ11!1., t l ·1 A -oc iac io n th e loca l J\lembe r o f 

SrJ1111,,_.i!/,. l\'i/li,.pho1ogmpl1_ - m1111ts1• Auto mOJI c Cs~! \V' lli a;11 s a nd th e C antc r-
l\ '{li111{1/.-t1riri Di.,·1nr'!Co1111nl Pa rli ame nt, · · 1 _ cl he 

L . ' l' he Cante rbury P rogress League vigoro usly s uppo rce c 
bury Prog ress c<1guc. . " 

., , I . s ag·1 111 s t the gove rnm e nt. l I 
Coun c1 s comp a int ' . . f p IJl.,c \Vorks ch e Ho no ura J e 

I , k che i\l1n1 ste r o u ' 
In a linle ove r t1rcc wee s c t-, 0 11

s 111 .,dc bv ch c Cante rbury 
1· I th e re prese n a " 1 

I I.T.Armscro ng, had re p ,ec co f I b 'd e !-:l e di s mi ssed th e charges th at 

Progress L eague ove r th e srn te O t1 e. ri .f. d H e po inted O U( ch at th e Public 
th e de lay in re plac ing th e bridge was un1u sn ,c . 
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A"r1ir1poi, , I Swmh.fr,r !rlt.•11r;11, 

~~'~ r~~id~~p,,~:~:c;~;;,,~~ c'~1~1°~~~it~~r ,:~~~a~~~rl;hload and tl1at when the plans fo r 
shortage of stee l in the c , , . , . c e ncl of 1940, there had been a 
of the war and acco rclin gOtL01nttlr1 yc. l\llhdt exp l,a,ned th e delay since the beginning 

1n1scc r t 1crc w-1s no I I b c I 
the plans for the bridge had not bee 1 I . , Ti B, c e ~y e ,o rc tie war as 1 c rd11 n. ie oro ug h Co un c il had mista ke n 

ll'od· o,, h,it/1;,• fim1;n•ssi111; tl111i111;f/ootl Fdm/(),,. /9./) {.' II. 
So111erv1/lr ll 'i/.(-n• phorow,,pl, _ · · · '0" s 

m 1111t•s1• ll 'r,i111rdmi1i Disrrir'I (,'01111ri! 

site plans for the bridge plans. 
H oweve r now that the plans 
were comp leted and there was 
sufficient steel in the country 
the construction of the Ka iapo i 
bridge and the other three, ur­
gently needed, bridges cou ld 
begin. (Sl The new bridge was 
opened ➔ I\ lay l 9-t6. 

The l\linisterofWorks, the 
l lo n o urablc R.Scm pl e, de­
clared the bridge open am] in 
doing so he cou ld not resist 
reminding the large audience 
that Kaiapoi was lucky to ha1·c 
goc the bridge so qu.ickly, in 
1·1ew of the delays caused by 

the ll'ar. f le added that there were eight hun­
dred rother bridges await ing replacement in 
N~w Zc'.1_land. r-. lany those li stening, including 
l\layor \ 1ckery, muse have been considerab ly ~'!!ll!~WF,fl!,. 
an1;oyecl at those remarks. The loca l l\lembcr 
of! ar li ament, C.l\ lorgan Williams declared in 
his speech that Ka iapoi had been famous 
throughout New Zea land for its hump-backed 
bridge and now it wou ld be the e nvy of al l with 
l[S modern four- lancd bridge. (6) the bridge 
was fifty-six feet wide and cou ld accommodate 
two lanes for motor vehic les and two lanes for 
bicycles as wdl as a footpat h on either side. It 
was made_of rein fo rced concrete with fifty foot 
spans at enhe r e nd _ and a s ix ty foot spa n in the 
middle. It was ce rta inl y a structure whi ch would 
avo id th e boccie necks whi ch had become a 
daily feawre of life in Ka iapoi . Another feature 
of the bridge was the lig hting ·r11e . . I - ori g in a 

(5) Th,· Prr.rs, 1-1 .10.19-11. p.10. 
(6) Tiu· Pn•sJ, 6.S. 19-16. p.6. 
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Born hrir(e:,•s 1111rlrrs11oo,• 61,,11, 19.;_, (llolr• 
fiosl olfirr o,•ir/20111 foo,•e,-) 0011its .\'o"""-'illr 
ll'i/.(-,,, fihorogmpl, - ro1111r.q• ll'r,i111r1l,11 -;1-; 
Dis11ir1 Co1111ril · 

II 'r11· r111d Pe{lff , l1;{li11 

design had ca ll ed for one li ght on each bracke t positioned in an upri ght manner. 
The Borough 's e lectri ca l engineer A.J.Shore pointed out chat thi s plan would 
disperse the li ght upward s and th e refore away from the bridge. H e devised a 
different li ghting plan chat had ten standards which each had two suspended lights . 
Shore's plan had twice as man y li ghts throwing th e ir beams downwards and 
outwards onto the bridge makin g it much safe r at ni ght. The brackets were made 
in Ka iapo i and as well as promotin g sa fety, th ey enhanced the visual impact of che 

bridge at night. 
With the entry of Japan into 

th e war on 7 December 1940, 
it was re a li sed both by the 
government and the people,just 
how vulnerable New Zealand 
was co an attac k b y enemy 
force s. vVhile the war was 
being conducted in Europe it 
seemed co m ost people that 
the co untry 's rem ote n ess 
gave it a ll th e protec tion it 
needed. The bombing of Pea rl 
Harbour and th e subseq uent 
expansion into the South Pa-

7'/,r /·/o11011rr,h/e R. Se111plrope11i11ghridgr ./ ,)!r,y !9./6 Co11!/., cifi c by the Japa nese shattered 
So1111"C•ille ll'ilhr phorogrr,ph - ro11,1esy ll 'r,i111rtlr11i,i Disr,ir'I th at complacency. There was 
Co 11 11ril now a real and urgent need to 

e ns ure the defe nce of the Dominion. At the J 1 March mee tin g of the Kaiapoi 
Borough Co unc il a reso lution from the Stratford Borough Council was considered . 

It read, 
"That in view of th e se riou s position now obtaining, the 
threa tening aspect in th e Pac ific, and the urgent need of 
preparedness for loca l defe nce, chi Counci I urges upon the 
Government chat it exe rc ise its powers of enforcing serv­
ice unde r the H ome Defe nce and Emergency Preca uti ons 
Scheme by all th ose fit and able to render se rvi ce therein 
and noc a t present being ca ll e d up for overseas service or 
se rvin g in the defence forces of thi s country." 

There was almost no need for the Kaiapoi Council co consider the resolution as 
the sentiments it expressed were widely held within the community. The Council 
sent its sympathetic support and prepared co do whatever was necessa ry co support 
the gove rnment in the war effort. This sentiment was a complete reversal to the one 
held by the Council during the First World \Va r. At that time the Council had scood 
firmly behind the notion of voluntary se rvice. At this stage in th e Second \Vo rid War 
it co uld no longer afford the I uxury of a belief in voluntary service even thou gh the 
hi sco ri ca l backgro und of the Ka ia po i community inclined it cowards a non-compul­
sive armed force. 
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l.:11i11poi, , I .\'Nmhfor /rlm1ir-,• 

The necess ities of the war irnp·i ·t d b 1 1 · . . . 
\Voollen l\l ill won a contract for the ' c e I ~n f ot_; arge indusmes in the area. The 

The urge ncy of the war work rnean:~lr:: ;h: ~~;1 orrn rnat~nal for the armed force . 
to wait for their orders to be fi II cl ' j ·1 '· ool len l\J ill s CIVI I 1an customers had 

• . 1 e · 11sstateofaffa1rscausedtl I' 
anx1et1es, 110 doubt because the f 1 1 ' 1e c 1rectors some 
the civilian customers once tl1e y. e t t iatthe cllelays would cause bad memories for 

war contracts 1acl bee fill cl TI 
th a t perhaps the mill would find it d'ff. I , . n I e . 1ere was the worry 
· 1 1cu t to reca1 n them as cust \I 1 it was noted th at the mill had in trod cl . I .f . orners. f t 10ugh 
co pe with the demand there w·1s inc~cc extras 11 ts and overtime during 19..J.0 to 

c lients by the short notice giv;n by t~~c'~~:~nyc:n~t\secl to ;he co;npany's ge neral 
rnents . tle air-,orce ,or their require-

In 1942 the Board of Directors reported th·1 I I 
production for the a rmed forces h·1cl I . , t t 1e vo urne of the company's 
before the war. This was natural I .: I )~en equivalent to the turnover of company 

supplying its general cuscorn:rs .y' ; .r~ce:~ll~~g ::~uat1on for the corn_1nny as it was also 
work and overtime as ·veil as ·11 t· 11· p, y ha_cl once again increased its shift 

' · ' , 1 sa 1ngncwrnacl I clcl' · 
had also installed a steam turbo ge 1 . I , 1111ery. n a it1on the company 
I cl ffi 

· 1 erat1ng P a nt 111 its Kaiapoi f,c ' l' I 1 1a su 1c1cntcapacitvtogenerateele . . c I . ' ,, tory. 1e pant 
f I I ' cmc1ty ,ort1eent1rcoperac· b I B 
e t t 1at there was a need for the inst 11 . f f ion ut t 1e oarcl 

full y independent of outsides 1· a aft1011 o a urthcr boiler to make the factory 
7 · upp1cso power. 
. he staff had coped admirabl y with the in I . . . 

their numbers depicted b)' the d . , f creasec w?rk load despite having 

I . eparture o some for service o ' 'J'I B 
mac c its us ua l note about the difficult , in b . . . .· 'erscas. 1e oarcl 
pleased to report a spirit of coo . ) o lta111111gskilled workers but th at it was 

- peranon wit 1 the government I cl I cl 
any problems that the mill had cncounte cl TI - I cl 1a smoot 1e over 
operation with the staff also bee· . relcl : . 1ere 1a to be ah igh sca nclarcl of co-
d . . . ' ause 111 ac ltlon to weav ing tl I I I I 

1v1s1on of the compan y was eng·'ge 1 . 
1

. . iec ot1, t1ec othing 
cl 

. " c 111 ma c1ng the un1for 1 c · I an air-force. 11s 101 t 1e army, navy 

The 1943 annual report of the corn )an sh01 , cl . . 
abouteig hcy pcrccntofchecorn an , '~ r\ _,e rnuchthesamcs1tuat1onwich 
effort. ft was felt by the Boa d pi ) ·1 p oc uct1on being cl1rectecl towards the war 

. r t iat t 11s perce nt·1ge would b I cl 
co rning yea r, as there seemed to be what ir , . . c rec uce over the 
situation of th e war. 1943 howeve .' . 't . lt·cdrrneda sl1ghr irnprol'ernent, in the 

. 
1 

. rsa11 a J1ca, own 111 thee , 1 . 
wit 1 its workers. Two workers, f-lenr , I lartle , . ~rnpany s re anonship 
the Industri a l l\lanpower Committ; ... ) and Jose_ph 1 aylor had appealed to 
factory. Jn I Iartley's case the re· e ,l1ga1nls t their d1sm1ssal from the Kaiapoi 
c1 · . ason t 1at t 1c company il'!d · 1 · c 

ism1ssal was that hi s position was needed f r ·. ' g_1ven 11111 ,or his 
hearing, it was revea led that the rnach. I I o ~ re pa maced solcl1er. In fact, at the 
no longer in use and therefore 1'. i_neb I artl ey operated on the night shift was 

· 11s JO 1ac cl 1s·1ppe·ired TI 
repnrnandccl by the committee f . .' , . ic company was 
reason for his dismissal and was orJ~r:~i':~e~-~~st'1t111g w both it and I lartley the 
ofthecommittee'sdecision ln ' l' I ' J , )I lartleyh1swagesupuntilthccime 
h . b · ayorscascnecompany . cl cl • 

1111 ecause although he was reJ)laced t . wa_s or ere to reinstate 
d 

Jy a rcpamated soldier Gr I 
no nee to place th ·1t man in Ta 1 , . b 

1 
, ecn, t 1cre was 

factory which would have been s~i~;b~ J~ ~ t 1cre·1''.'1ere jobs in other parts of the 
, e or reen. ie company was reminded of 
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its duty cowards its employees. The object of the manpower regulations was to 
prevent unnecessary movement of labour and as the right of workers to move from 
job to job had been removed it was incumbent on the company to provide 
employment for those avai lab le regardless of their skill level and age. The company 
had obliquely suggested that both Hartley and Taylor were too s low and perhaps 
too old for the jobs that they were doing. It a lso had made the claim that because 
Kaiapoi was off the beaten path it was not possible to obtain female labour and that 
the l\lanpower Committee should make special arrangements to ensure that the 
factory had the correct, skilled, male la bour that it needed to fulfil its war time 
obligations. The situation was probably aggravated by the fact that by this time the 
country had been at war for four years and the stress of production in a business such 
as the Woollen Mill was enormous on both the management and the workers. It was 
obvious from the reports of the hea ring before the Industrial l\ Ian power Commit­
tee that the company's management had not been paying enough attention to the 

regulations governing it. 
The same stresses were applied to the Freezing Company. lt had to manage its 

business in the uncertain conditions of war. Many of its farmer clients and 
shareholders were affected by the shortage of labour for their farms with the exodus 
of yo ung men co the war. In some cases this meant a delay for the farmer in getting 
hi s stock to the works. Although the freez ing industry, like farming, was declared 
a a vital industry a nd therefore protected from a loss of labour, the Freez ing works 
did lose a number of its experienced men tO the war. The shipping of its products 
co Britain became a dubious exercise in view of attacks on merchant navy vessels. 
The last three years of the war saw a drop in the profits of the company. There was 
no explanation for this offered by the company but the uncertainty of supply tO 

Britain due co the war condit ions undoubtedly contributed co it. 
At the beginning of the war an agreement between the managements and the 

workers of Freezing works throughout the country had been reached by each party. 
Under the Freezing Industry Emergency Regulations 1940 each freezing company 
was co set up a works efficiency council at each of its plants. The council was co have 
on it, representatives of the workers and the management. The intention was that 
the council would deal quickl y with any dispute that might arise at its plant. In 
addition to the works efficiency councils a t each works a National Council was set 
up . Its function was co promote harmon y a nd co deal expeditiously with any cl ispute 
which could not be solved at the local level. If the National Counci I could not so lve 
the problem, then the parties could take the dispute t0 the Arbitration Court for a 
decision. It was hoped, however, that the Court was a last resort measure and that 
most disputes cou Id be solved by the works efficiency counci ls. For most of the war 
this system, which was reminiscent of the White ly P lan, worked we ll. However 
cowards the end of the war industrial unrest at the Kaiapoi plant could noc be 
avoided. One of the slaughtermen who had been drafted into the arm y and was in 
camp at Trentham had been directed by the l\ lanpower Committee tO return to the 
South Island and report co the Kaiapoi works for a job. The management of the 
plant claimed that he was not needed as the job he had held before he went to camp 
had been filled. The union, on the other hand, claimed that the job had gone co a 
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lesser expe rienced_ man and chat their member was being discriminated agai nsc on 
the basis of hi s union acc_i\·icies at the plane before his departure. In addition, the 
union he!d. that employ111g le~s experienced men at lower wages while in the 
compa~1y s 1ncerescs, was not directed towards increased production. As a conse­
quence th e union decided to 11;scrucc the thirty seven slaughcermcn to strike. This 

J
c~

1
ey did , on-+ January_ 19-t4. fhe slaughcermen did not return co work until 10 

anu ary. By that da_ce eighteen men had been served with prosecution notices for 
fail,ngw co mpl y With a d1recti\ ·e to r_esumc work. Their erstwhile colleague, in the 
;
11

eantimc, had been ar rested for be111g absent without leave from the army. After 
}~s failure to return to work ar the Kaiapoi works he was obliged to return to 

,vencham. _He had 111scead chosen to remain in Christchurch. As in che case ofche 

1 
ool!cn 1'_Iill workers there was a petty brea kdown in che syscem chac appeared to 

1;vr1cs ong111s 111 the stress of the job char both the management and che workers 
o r 1c company were be111g asked assume. 

A well as the external crisis caused by che war in the Paci fie the K · · 
Borough Council faced a small crisis of its own in l 941 H Ov\,e I-' ·1'1 , - a1apo1 

· f I · · • n 11 s s I eorgan1-
~atJon o _c 1e elccrncal department had sea reed wich a renewal of rhe equi pm enc and 
. Y 194 I 1c was clear chat there also neede d to be a reorgani za tion of the personnel t th e department. H.\V.Childs, who had been eleccrical engineer in the borough 
~r s~venceen yea rs , was regarded by some as havin g outmoded ideas. Jn July l 941 

r 
1
e ouncil _dec ided _on the r_ecommendation of the Electrical Commircee to write 

to Ch lids to inform him that 111 order to ins mute a sacisfactory state of efficiency in 

the department a comp I ere reorganization of 
the maintenance, service, and trading de­
partments was needed. This could best be 
achieved underche direction of a new electri­
cal engineer. The letter requested Childs' 
voluntary reciremenr and his attendance be­
fore a special meeting of rhe Council to be 
held in August. 

When Childs declined to appear before 
the mee_cing rhe Council gave him 
a rcrm111atJon notice to become effective from 
1-t September. He was also given 
a gra nt equivalent to rwo months salary. Ar 
the follow1ng meec111g rhe Council received 
the resignation of the Ii nesman, L. Prercejoh ns. 

o comment was made on rhe reason for 
Prertejohns' resignation but it was clear that 
he was upser at the way Childs had been 

, , . , . . d1sm1ssed. Although eh ere was 110 direct pro-
H.11. G'hdrls - mrmesy li.a111po, . l/11s,11111 rest from Childs a number of citizens rho ugh c 

cil and so ar tl1e . that he ha? been badly created by rhe Coun-
26 August meeting a petJtJon was presented by AG d 

R.fl.Bclcher, a nd H CR II TI . . . . or on, 
· · eve • 1e petJtJon expressed complete dissarisfacrion 
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wich the electrical engineer's dismissal and asked chac che matter be reopened. The 
Council was noc of a mind co reopen the matter and so che petitioners were lefc 
unsatisfied. At chac same meecingA.].Shore was selected by ballot from three other 
ca ndidates to fill the vacancy for the electrical engineer. The Electrical Committee 
was given the authority co appoint a new linesman. The affair ended wich a small 
viccory for Childs. The Town Clerk reported at the September meeting chat Childs 
was three yea rs in arrears for his holidays and was therefore entitled co seven weeks 
pay. 

The affair ensured chat Shore had a completely free hand co put in place a new 
infrastructure in the eleccrical department. One of his first casks was co oversee the 
renewal of a considerable length of faulty lines. He then cook on the cask of 
designing and having built a repair shop, a large workshop, garages and outbuild-

ings. (7) _ . 

The council faced a not dis imilar problem the following yea r. l'--lowevcr 1c was 
not able to influence the ouccome in the same way as it had in che cases of the 
electrical engineer. At chat stage the cown had only one doccorand it was felc by the 
Council ch a t there was enough work for cwo doccors. le therefore made moves tn 

J unc 1942 co a mace a second doctor co the Borough. This activity led the resident 
doccor, Doccor C.P.S.Riddell, through his solicicor, AL.Haslam, co write co the 
Council advising it of the undesirability of cwo doccors in Kaiapoi. The Council 
then decided co wrice co the Friendly Societies in Kaiapoi outlining the steps that 
chc Council had already taken and co ask their advice on the current situation. 
Replic from the Oddfellows ', Forresters ', and Druids' Lodges were received at 
the Council's Jul y !\leeting. The Lodges were supportive of any action that the 
Council might take co amact a second doccor co Kaiapoi. The action _the Cou~cil 
determined on was co write co chc Canterbury Branch of the Bm,sh Medical 
Association to advise it of the situation and co ask for its help in finding a second 
practitioner for the cown. The Council also made it clear that the Branch should 
replace Doccor Riddell on the!\ ledical Board. In addition the Council informed th~ 
!\linister of Health of the poor medical service in the cown. Lastl y the Council 
wrote co Doctor Riddell asking him co confine his activities co the Borough and co 
resign from the Jedical Board. That appeared co be the end of the matter. It is clear 
that Kaiapoi was unable co atcract another doctor co the discricc. In face by 1946 there 
was no doccor at all in the cown. In a letter to the edicor of The Press, R. Francis Joyce 
complained that it cook four days for a letter co arrive in Kaiapoi from Dunedin, four 
hours co get a telephone call through co Christchurch and "as for see ing a doctor, 
well you just cannot." (8) 

An example of the ordinary life of the cown being as important to the citizens 
as the war effort was provided in January 1940. A substantial number of people, 
including the !\layor, gathered at the railway station co say goodbye co Harry 
Johnscon who was retiring after thirty-two years of service with the railways 
department. Vickery presented Johnscon wich a walletof money collected from the 

(7) Buckle,.\\'. A"i"poi J.Jmririry 7£1 )'rr1rl11hi/r,· 8001:iff. p.7 
(Hl Thr l'rrss. 2. 1 1.19-16. p.f1. 
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Kaiapoi railway staff, the business people and the farme rs. The l\layor aid that 

Joh nson's long and va lu ab le se rvice, especia ll y in the goods shed, would be missed 

by all with whom he had come into concacr. In the midst of the farewe ll s co the 

young men go ing to war, this farewel l to an o ld man afte r a I ifet ime of service co the 

community is an appropriate indication of the interest that the Kaiapoi community 
took 111 its members. 

Another link from Kaiapoi 's past began a new era in Jay 19-W. The trustees of 

the estate of the !are R.J. Logan handed over a section in Raven srreer that had been 

the site of the Koiapoi Record office to the Kaiapoi Borough Counc il. The Koiopoi 

Record, alth ough not the first newspaper, in Kaiapoi was first published on 28 Jul y 

1909 by f-lar1)' Arnold Cooper. The 111s1de pages were printed in Christchurch but 

the tw? outside pages, the same number as inside, were set up by Cooper in the 

Rerord s office which was formerly the l\lechanics ' Instirnte building. In the first 

ed1t1011, Cooper 111formed his readers, that the paper had made its appearance 

under ~omewhat adverse circumstances and th a t the proprietors asked for the 

readers 111dulgence 111 any short com ings. The principle mission of the paper was 

to report on local _n ews and to that end the citizens were asked co contr ibute news 

of their organ 1sat1ons to the newspaper. 

In this aim it, was reminisc~nt of its predecessor, The No11h Ca11terb111y Independ­

ent and Formers Chro111de which under the motto of "P/011gh Deep" made its first 

appearance on 6 Ja_nuary 1876. Unfortunate ly this bi-weekly paper, under the 

ed_1torsh1p of HoratJo Wood, only lasted uncil 11 l\fay 1879. It was co be anothe r 

thirty-three years before Kaiapoi had its own newspaper. The Koiopoi Record in 

con1unct1on with a pnnt111g business grew stead il y under the gu idance of Cooper 

an_d ~1s partner Jones. In 1921 they so ld the business to R.J.Loga n who began 

pnnting the paper twice a week. Logan 's fearless reporting of local issues insured 

the pape: of a loyal readersJ1i_p but it also made it a few e ne mi es. It was thought chat 

the burn1 ng down o_f the i<..ol{lpo, Record office in 1929 may have been the work of 

un1_dentJfied enemies of the newspaper. Logan then decided co comb in e the 

Ko1opo1 Record with The Record which he had been publishing in Rangiora since 

1924 and so for ~he seco nd t1111e Ka1apoi lost its loca ll y published newspaper. The 

Bor_ough Council was grateful to receive the section but it had no immediate plans 
for 1rs use. 

. The overwhelming imp_ression of Kaiapoi during the Second World War years 

is of a s low e ros ion of the pnde In the comm unity that was ev id e nt in ear li e r times. 

le maybe, that this second excursion into armed co nfli ct within a generation, 

sapped the energy of the people and made them unwilling to in vest much vitality 
111 to their communic_y. The end of the war was acknowledged rather than ce l­

ebrated and a_ga 111 this was 111 marked contrast to the end of the First \Vorld War. 

The Tuah 1w1 _community held a victory gymkhana on 20 October 19-1-5 chat 

incorporated side shows, baby comperici ons, merry-go-rounds, icecream, soft 

dnnks, aftern~?n tea a,nd bullock roasting as well as the more usual horse events of 

a gymk hana. I he days ce lebrat1ons were rounded off by a dance in the evenin g. 

A large number of people wentto the gymkhana but it did not compare in total with 

the numberrhatattended the 1e w Year Gala at The Pin es. The new yea r obvious ly 
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signa ll ed for man y pe:ople a new beginning and a time to rejoice. [c was re~orted 

that the bus se rvice co the beach settlemenc was full y taxed all da~ and that 111 the 

even ing the hall was overflowing with people trying to take_ pare 111 the dance. 

In a way, the lack of effective loca l protest over the demo! 1t1 on o_f the.~osr office 

clock cower was an acknowledgement of the eros ion of local pnde. 1 he rower 

which had s~ rvi ved a numbe r of ea rthquakes since its e rection in 1904was declared 

co be at risk in an earthquake and in common with a number of s1111 tl ar cowers 

throughout the country was demolished in January 19-1-5. The c lock which had 

aroused so much loca l passion during the consrrucc1on of the tower ll'aS put to one 

s id e and a lmost forgotte n. The Co un ci l did app ly to th e gove rnment for a grant ro 

bui ld a new c lock cower but this request was rnrned down. . . 

Ar the first meeting of the Cou nc il in 1946 the Mayor, Vickery, outlin ed the 

important concerns for the Counci I in the ensu ing year. Among the schemes for the 

year were included drainage in the Ohoka Road a rea, a new sewage and water 

; uppl y for the borough , and the opening of the new br idge. There was a reference 

co the c lock and a clock cower. From chat point on any reference to a c lod;: seemed 

ro fade from public consc iousness a lthough in February C.l\ lorgan Williams was 

as ked co approach the Prime l\l ini ster with another request for funds to erecca new 

c lock cower. . . 

One ofche areas where the Borough Counci l was not prepared to wait pat1ently 

for an outcome was in housing. From the l 920's there had been a shortage 

of housing in the borough. Although there was a housi ng sc heme 111 operanon 

during chat period, the subsequent Great Depression and the Second World 

War meant that by the 19-1-0 's there was a desperate shortage of hous ing 111 the 

borough. . . . 
In 1947 the borough began a scheme it termed transit hous111g. It was designed 

co make ava il ab le short term hous ing for those seeki ng better accommodatJon 111 

the cown. [t was decided co build a block of flats which would accommodate 

fourtee n fam ili es for up co five years. The block was built on the north end ofrhe 

o ld sc hoo l grounds in [-I ilron Street. The flats \\'ere divided into four blocks to form 

a square aro und the perimeter of the section. :1:wo of the blocks contai ned four 

units and the other rwo comai ned three units . I here was a furt her difference, 111 

chat the four unit blocks were designed as three bedroom fl ats and the three unit 

blocks were designed as rwo bedroom flats. All the flats were to have a comb ined 

kitchen/living room with a coa l range and no h v1ng area was ad1ace nt to the 

neighbouring flat's bedroom area. Each flat had J(S own hot wa:er systemand_ the 

lavatory for eac h fl at was sirnarcd in a shed built at the back door. rhe wash 1ng I 1n es 

were placed in the front of each flat and the whole area was descnbed a being we ll 

sheltered and anract i,·c because of the marnre trees which surrounded it. Neve r-

rhele s the whole project was fair ly utilitarian. . .. . . 

The materials for building th e flats were obta ined lrom the Delea military 

camp in Blenheim. Borough Counci l workman journeye_d to Blcnh~1m t0 

dismantle the buildings and se lect th e most s u1 rab lc materials for _t he Ka1 a po1 

project. These was then railed so uth for the building of the flats to beg111 at the end 

of .J anua ry 194 7. The cora l cost for the buildings was cstJmated at th1ec thousand 
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pounds with the estimated income from a fully tenanted project being nine 

hundred and fifty five pounds re_n ~bi llings a year. The transit housing project was 
not budgeted to be a cost to ex1st1ng ratepayers. The long term sp in off for the 
borough was that preference wou ld be given to those tenants who indicated that 
they mtended to become Kaiapoi citizens and especia ll y to those who had work in 
the town. 

By February the Town Clerk was expressing the view that the rran it block was 

a temptat1on_ to squatters and that it would be advisable to leave the interior 
fi_n1sh111g unt~I the tenants were ready to move in. Already there had been twenty­
nine appl1cat1ons for the fourteen flats so that the concern over squatters was a real 
one. 

Other groups in the community were worried about the allocation of the transit 
flats. _In J\Iarch _rhe RSA. wrote to the Council suggesting that the combined 
Hous1ngCommmee which had been estab lished in l 946shou ld be reactivated and 
that it have a_ hand in the selection of tenants for the flats. The Counci l however 

saw the uans1t pr~Ject as so lely a Counci l initiative and as such it should have so le 
respons1bil1ty for it. 

By the middle of July most of the builders' debris had been cleared from the site 
and at the end of that month the first families had shifted into their flats 

ln thm month it was calculated that for the current year between fifty a.nd sixty 

houses 111clud111gstatehousesancl the transit flats would be built in Kaiapoi. ln the 
three years before_ 1947 only twenty four houses had been built in the town. This 
expansion of housmg stock caused one or two problems. The first difficulty was a 
lack o_f good quality building_ materials and hence the need for the recycling of 

materials as had happened with the construction of the transit houses. Secondly 

there was a shortage of skil led tradesmen. This was partially offset in Kaiapoi in 
1947 wnh the arriva l_ 111

1 
the town of two British immigrants. They were both 

builder~ ~1 om Pud_sey 111): o~ksh1re and were friends of F.lsles who lived i 11 Cridland 
Street._ I he immigrants, E.Johnson and F.J\foss, intended to build themselves 

houses 1n _Perak1 Street. They made the point, however, that the building materials 
availabl~,111_ Ka1apo1 was not of as high a quality as they had been accustomed to in 
Brnain. l his shortage of good qua! ity building materials was to remain for a number 

of years. The _New _Zea land habit of making do with whatever was avai lab le was 
tested many times 111 the immediate post war years. 

Postwar Britain suffered a severe food shortage. In common with many other 
groups 1n the commun ity the Kaiapoi R.S.A. became involved in rh~ Food 
for Brna111 cause. The British economy had been so geared towards the winning 
of the war that the farming sector had been run clown to the point where it 

was unable to supp ly even basic food stuffs . To a certain extent the British had 
relied on _its o ld colon1es to supp ly it with food in the years before the war so 

that _rhe cl1slocat1on of both food supply and of farm labour that occurred in Britain 
and its Commo_nwealth a lli es during the war had a drastic effect on the provision 

of food 111 the 1mmecl1ate post war years. New Zealand had enfo rced a coupon 
system during the war to ration food for imported goods uch as sugar and tea as 

well as home produced foods. The basic premise behind rationing in New Zealand 

29-+ 

was to make the best possible use of the food produced so that the surplu_s could 
be sent to Britain. The rat ioning system in Britain was much more extensive and 

was used to ensure that there was an even distribution of food throughout the 
community. Of necessity, the system remained in place for several years after the 

end of the war. 
At the beginning of 19-+7 the New Zealand Reel Cross senc an appeal to all i~s 

branches and sub-centres to keep supporting the Food for Bma111 cause as 1t 

appeared that the demands for 19-t 7 would be even greater than those of 1946. The 
appea l went on to comment that what the country was do111g 111 the war aga 1_nst 

hunger was a grand job of work in the name offrienclsh1p, syr:'.1pathy, and h uman1ty. 
There were six ways that the people could help the cause. l· 1rstly it was suggested 

that there be a voluntary further rationing by surrendering meat and butter 

coupons. Secondly households cou ld collect waste fat by aving their dripping and 
farmers could save their raw fat. Al l people were urged to avoid waste of a ll food 

stuffs. T hi s would ensure a surplus which cou ld then be sent to Britain. In order to 

comply with the third suggestion the Reel Cross urg~d better meal planni_ng a!~ng 
with an increase in the knowledge of the use ofsubsmute foods and nutr1t1on. I he 

fifth point encouraged the increased production of food from both home gardens 
and farms. Finally the Reel Cross made an appeal for the send111goffood gifts and/ 

or money to be used by the organization to buy bulk food stuffs for B_ma111. 
It was this last point that the Kaiapoi R.S.A. responded to with enthus­

iasm. Each branch of the R.S.A. in New Zealand was allocated an area 111 Bma111 

to which they could send food. The Kaiapoi branch received notification _in 
February 1947 that the area it was to support was Burslem, a town noted for 

its pottery. By June the branch had sent thirty s_ix food parcels to Burslem and 
had received letters from grateful Burslem residents wr1t1ng to express their 

delight in receiving the food. The scheme was sti ll in full swing at the beg111-
ning of 1949 when the president of the R.S.A. rcce1vecl a letter from the secre­

tary of the British Legion in Stoke-on-Trent, A.I leeks,_ which described the 
arrival of the parceb at Christmas 19-+8. I leeks wrote that [, ather_ Christmas \\'as a 

reality to needy members of the Legion in Burslem who had received food parcels 

from the Kaiapoi R.S.A. 
The Food for Britain scheme involved even the schoo l chi ldren. Under the 

directive of the Education Board school children were encouraged to make a 

small weekly donation to its Food for Britain Fund. Children at the Kaiapoi 
Borough School were no exception. In a report in the No11h Ca11/t'1v111y Gazette 111 

April 1947 delight was expressed over the weekly conmbut1ons of the school 

children. 
The desperate plight of those in Britain was confirmed for Kaiapoi c iti zens 

when Johnson and J\loss expressed shock at seeing butchers' shops full of goods, 

something they had not seen in Britain for a very long time. . 
The war against hunger after the Second World War _can m some way~_be 

likened to the short sharp battle against the influenza ep1dem1c after the 1, 1rst 

World War. Both events involved the whole world and affected all kinds of 
conditions and citizens. Both needed an immediate response and a lthough the 
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Food for Britain scheme was of a longer duration than the influenza ep idemic it 
gave the people of Kaiapoi a cause which distracted them from the more destruc­
tive elements of the aftermath of the war. The scheme gave Kaiapoi a positive focus 
that in itse lf was pare of the hea ling of th e society, required after a war. The idea 

that New Zealand was che farm of Britain became more deeply entrenched in chc 
country's psyche during chis cime. 

Although some ideas became entrenched ocher sma ll er changes cook place in 
Kaiapoi chat a leered che cown 's att icud e co icself. The sa le of the Kaiapoi Cyc le C lub 

rooms in 1919 had a seq ue l ac the beginning of 1946. The Forrescers Lodge had 
been approached by the Kaiapoi R. S.A. co buy che buildingas a headquarters. Fund 
raising for chis projecc had been Started in !\larch l 945 and in just under a year che 

R.S.A. had accumu lated enough money co be ab le co make an offer on the building. 

The Lodge was amenab le co che idea buc che Cyc le C lub had co agree also as ic scill 
retained an interesc in che building. L. B.Evans on behalf of the club agreed co hand 

over che C lub 's inceresc co che R.S.A. as well as g ifting co ic che remaining cas h 
reserves of the Cycle C lub . The lega l work was finished by che end of January and 
at a ceremony in early February Evans formally handed over the interest i~ the 
building and the cash reserves co the president of the R.S. A., \V.ll.Stack. The 

building chat had housed the Cycle C lub and then the Forresters Lodge became 
the R.S.A. building. 

There was no longer an y reason for the Cycl ing C lub co continue its ex istence 
as the focus on speed had c hanged from pedal power co petrol power. Although no 

mocor racing c lub was formed in Kaiapoi there were such clubs within easy reach 
in Christchurch and from time co time car and mocor bike races were held on the 
o ld lagoon ac The Pines. 

Notwithstanding the change in technology and in spo rtin g fashion, the loss of 
che Cycle C lub was a s igna l of a deeper change in Kaiapoi. It ap peared co many in 
and oucs ide the cown chat Ka iapoi had reached a hiatus in its development. The 
population numbers had remained stat ic fora number of years. Although a number 
of sma ll businesses did estab li sh chemseh-es in the cown it was dominaced by the 

two big industries wh ich had apparently reached a plateau in cheir respective 
developments. 

One of the indicacors of a cow n about co sca re a new phase in its develop­
ment is su rel y a s hortage of hous in g . In the case of Kaiapoi the sho rtage was 
more typical of a eh icken and egg argume nt. It was not clear whether the shortage 
of_ housing caused the static population growth or whether the static popu­
lanon numbers restricted the attraction of the cown and hence very few people 

wanted co cake the risk of building there. The winding up of che Cyc le C lu b meant 
the loss of a spo rting and soc ia l orga ni sation co the cown chat was not replaced 

by asim il ar c lub thereby restricting the c hoi ce of le isure activit ies in che cown . This 

in curn created a sense of loss chat added co che creep ing erosio n of pride 
in che cown . 

The sense of loss was co nfirmed for many in Kaiapoi when in 1946 the discrict 
lose its identity as a parliamentary seat. The Kaiapoi seac was divided between the 

rural seacof Hurunui and che urban seatofScAlban s. Kaiapo i found icselfas pare 
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. , . . . . I not h,we much in common with che rest of chc 
ofchc Hurunu1 clcctoracc. _lc d,c I . d this facrnrin ttsclf,rnsenough to 
I lurunui electorate, essentially a rura area, an . 

erode whac li tclc loca l pride was l_eft. . I . ·1 Community Week Committee 
ln an effort co check this dccltnc of ,cc,nmy,_ '. d of t\lesdames l\l.Richarc.Js, p 

h · d bv \',ck.cry anc cons,sce L' 

1
, 

wasformcd. lt wasc a,re ' . 0' CTWilliams P.1\1.Thom,"'."0rrest, 
\' ' righc and /\ .G. \\'y lie; l\lessrs 11.L. raml,I ,l. ·,. "l' (\ Cr,oss ·rnd F.L.Blackburn. 
' ' "l' J - C Broe, c1an'-, · , . ' ' 

'J' 1\1 Avers E .Pcngclly, . o,,e,s, . . I . 'larcl119-t6 In a report after 
· · , ' - I 11 · , 1mun1tywceun" · -

Thecommiccecdcc1ded co io c aeon, it , \\leek Committee c.Jeclared, with a hmt 
the week had been held the CommL n )I I cy,vere111cmbersofchecommu111ty 

·c1 t·caltzet1act1 
ofsac.Jness that a ll res, ents mus ' , , I' . I 1 the public response was not as 
, cl -,s such can help in ics advanccmcnc. -<,v 1c enc y 
an " · d for - • · 
greac as che commmec h~d hope . hnned b ' the Business ,\ ssoc1ac1on ,n the 

The week was s1mtla1 to the one p, . . ) promotcagencrala,\'arcncss 
. I bre·1kofchewar1n1tsa11nco f I . 

monthslead111gupt1eouc ' . 1 fl\hrch 19-t6wencastep urner,n 
of Kaiapoi. l lowcvcr the Commun1cy wee< c'. f c'he population chat made up the 
chat it active ly planned to involve all sections o_ d dance on 9 !\larch. This was 

. ·1 d with a spore~ meeting an . I I , 1,;· g 
commu111cy. t opene . . 'de in the communtt). n t 1e "or tn 
followed lw church services cmphas1~111g plk~' . ed for home-making women, 

· d I - •ere special ea s arrang . 
1 week that follcJ\\e 'nc,c" , , II · . flower and photographic s1ow, 

. I· · events farmers ea '-s, a . - h · I 
musical concerts, aon ' ' l' I ee l· firnshed wit a u111cec 

d \\/ F A prognmmc 1e w ' chi ld health ta lks, an a · ,. · ' . 

church sen ice. I 11a ·be that fact alone made it less 
le was an ambitious prog~a.m me anc 1 ' ' ,), , - . nerccivcd need by chose on 

. I I bite J here was, 10\\ e, er, a,, ,. . . , . 
attractl\'e co c 1c genera pu . I bt· ' ·1ttention to the fact chat "-a1apo1 

. f eel· chat c.Jrew tic pu ,c s' f 
the comm1ccce, or a\\' '- . TI h progr·imme did not attract as many o 
was a vira l and viable commun ity._ :a~1:d\ncici;aced was a c.Jisappoincment and 
their fellow c1t1zcns as the comm\cce_ he community than was apparent to the 
perhaps pointed co a deeper apat1y ,n t 

Community \\'cek Committee. . 17· I ,·,1 cl1c collccci,·e conscience, 
' · • · · n ty \\ "lS not 1g 1 

If pride in the Karn po, commu I " ' , s" overseas was high. One of the most 
then pride in the achievements o'.the dB\o\; · 11 \\'·u was Viscount Field l\larshal 

. ·1· l ·drsofchcSecon ore' . E' II A· ' •1dm1red 1111 1cary ea c · 
1
, . · North Africa the ..,,g 1t 1 1111 ) 

, \f clfc·1tingRommcsa1my m I l 1· 
l\ lontgomcry. f ccr c ' . d I s· ·1 . ·rnu then went on ne ea ,an 
under l\loncgomcry successful ly ,n v,a el c , ,oc\~c;,, was called co lead an Allied 

. 1. - · ''I)' north unt1 oncg 1 · E ' 1 -
mainland ma ,111g its"' . . . I 1·ffcrenccs with General , ,sen l0\\er, 
in\'asion of France. Despite his persond,1. c' f .. s loncgomerv lead his troops 

I 1d of the 111,·a mg o,cc' , · 
who had genera comma, . , G rrnany where he received the surrcn-
through France and Belg, um to . 01 cher~a , ~ 9-t5. 

dcr of the German northern armies rnfl\ ) 1· cl cw Zc·1hnd. lt was a chance 
lea touro ustra ,a an , ' ' I 

ln1 9-t71\ loncgomerymac ' , . b ·11· cduringthc,·,iriouscampaigns 1cwas 
for the people to thank him for 11s rt ,ancl I gl1 t ',fr1poi in a mocorcade on 23 

. - 1 ,. t\lo 1ty passcc nrou "-'' 
1 i,woh·ed 111 during t 1e "ar. 

1 
· . 

1 
d RSA members assemble at t 1e 

Jul y It was planned that the sc hoo l chtlc ren an I . ,~uict slow Jown. On the day 
. . . I ght chat the mocorcac c " , . f 
bridge where ,c was t 1ou ' d I . v·1s anticipated. Children rom 
however, many more people wrnc up t 1,lll , ' 
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Okuku, Loburn, Rangiora, Tuahiwi, Ohoka and other surrounding schools added 
to the Kaiapoi Borough School's number. The children lined the west side of the 
bridge. The R.S.A. members including some veterans ofchc Eighth Army assem­
bled near the Raven Street end of the bridge. Besides, these people it was reported 
chat nearly all the citizens of Kaiapoi were in the vicinity of the bridge. Flags 
decorated the buildings and many of the children had flags in their hands. le was 
a festive occasion and the one opportunity, however fleecing, chat the Kaiapoi 
community had of expressing their gratitude to a great military leader. Some more 
thoughtful, or more fortunate people, de cribed as mostly housewives by cheNorrh 
Co11rerb11ry Gazette, were able to take photographs of Money near the borough 
boundary where the motorcade stopped co allow him to change from his sedan car 
to an open coupe in which he stood while being driven at walking pace through the 
borough to Cookson Street where he changed back to the sedan. The amazing 
turnout of people demonstrated the depth of feeling chat ordinary ci cizens had for 
the man chat they regarded as one of the heroes of the recent confl ice.' l'he loyalty 
that Money was able to engender in the men under his command extended to chose 
people who regarded his actions, especially in North Africa, as a curni ng point in the 
war. Turning out to glimpse and to cheer the great man was a necessity that all in 
the Kaiapoi community felt they had to fulfil. 

le was not as easy, however, as the Community Week Committee found, to 
arouse enthusiasm for events that had played a prominent pare in the pre-war era. 
Most notable among these evencs was the l\Icincosh Shield competition had been 
suspended during the war and so at the 1Var's end it 1Vas decided by the Kaiapoi 
Community Council to try and revive interest in the Shield. So fe1V people 
attended the meeting held on 30 April 1947 chat there was no quorum. It 1Vas 
decided to hold another meeting at a lacer dace. Ac this lacer meeting ac the end of 
August there were no representatives from Rangiora spores clubs present and so 
once again nothing could be done to revive the competition. It seemed to those who 
did attend the meeting that the Shield was no longer a symbol of the l\,lcJ ntosh 
brothers' spirit and was therefore a poor memorial to chem. A campaign taken up 
by the Norrh Co11rerbu1y Goze//e to revive the competition ho1Vever, paid off and in 
September a new controlling body for the Shield was formed setting the scene for 
a new round of contests between the two towns. 

The reinstatement of the fcintosh Shield competition may have indicated to 
many in the community chat things were getting back co normal but in face the 
country was struggling to adapt to a new environment. During the war many of the 
country's essential works had been suspended and in the first years after the war 
there were a number of shortages such as good quality building materials. The 
shortage that affected most households, however, was a shortage of electricity. This 
reached a crisis point in the winter of 1947. Several factors combined to create the 
widespread power shortage. During the war years it had been impossible to 
continue the programme for the construction of new hvdro-electric stations 
because of a shortage of labour and machinery. At the end of the war although 
lab_our and machinery was once again available, it was not physically possible to 
build the number ofscarions required to keep up with the demand for electricity. 
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. - ieda olicyofbuildingall-cleccric_scaccl:ouses 
The pose war gO\·crnment lud pursL p f nail industries which relied on 

. I bltshment o many s1 . 
as well as encour~gmg t 1e_esri3 I ~o a further depletion of the elcctric1_cy rcsomce. 
clcccric power. 1 his acnv1cy ec. I . . e rl1rew in one as well. I he raJnfall 

. . . , de difficu ties, ndtur I . 
lnaddmontorhcman-ma . , . clncchehydrostoragelakeswereara ow 
for 1946-47 was down on previous yc,11 s so J' 19-t7 forcing the power boards to 
level All of these factors came togcKt!1er Ill. uhneElectric Power Board decided to 

· f I · ·cy ln a1apo1 t e f 
ration the supply o_ e ecmc1. . f . hour each morning and each a cernoon. 
impose power cues 111 domestic use or ane the sa,·ing of forty-one percent chat was 
I r was hop_ed chat these cues would achb1cv . 1 cl1e first cwo weeks of June with 

. . d O have ecn met 11 h 
needed. This target appeare c ' . . 1 cl1e·1r co-operation. 1 lowever r e 

I · g the c1c1zens 01 
the Power Board congracu acm d I . It' f the month and the power curs were 

d b" the secon 1a O · d h d med crisis had decpcne J ' • This further measure achieve t e e 
extended by cumng street ltght~~g. Cl I· . able to announce chat he hoped, 

d fJ the I own , er\. was, f 
rnrger and by the en o une . . I I ·each the general target o a twenty 
' · f er Kaiapo1 cou c 1 , . h 

with a volunrarysav1ngo pow , e compulsory curs. With curs sue 
. . 1 1 . · ng to h·we any mor . · 

Per cent saving wit 1ouc 1av1 . , . . f I nuch pride in his commu111ty. 
d c I j nry c1c1zcn co ee 1 · 

as these it was har ,or t 1e ore II , . f " far as the elected representanves 
The elections of 19-+7 saw the_end o an era as ced their decisions to retire from 

d ' I women an noun , B 
of the borough wer_e concerne . , .· 'I 'he first of these was Councillor A. E. rown 
rhecouncilatthenmeofrheelecrwn. d I lfye·1rs Thesecondwasl\layor 

C ·1 f -nmereen an a 1a ' · N , 
who had served the ounc1 , ~1 William Henry Alfred Vickery had come to e" 
Vickery. In his eighty first) ear, I . d. 1to the ministry of the Baptise 

920, 11 h·1d been ore. a1ne 11 d I 
Ze·iland in the early 1 s. e. ' . 

1 
. K ·. oi Vicker)' had folio we t 1e 

, ' , d d his ·1rnva in a1,1p ' . I I 
Church in Englan an on .. , r in ch·u e of the Kaiapoi Baptist Churc 1. n 
Reverend I I.I lid~lestone as m1m~s:~ been ;h! chairman of a rural council ,~nd lacer 
his younger years in Somerset I e . , Bradford. When he came to New Zealand 
he served on a school board 111 Sh1p\ey, I . I overnmenc in England and that he 
he had decided he had done enoug 1 in oca. g . Ne,v Zcahnd. Vickery was able 

· If' I samcact1v1t1es111 ' f 
would not involve h1mse 111 r 1e - I J \\' Barnard who had been mayor o 

. I · cil 1927 w 1cn . · ' ' 11 to c-ury out his rcso uc1on un I ·1 elecc·1ons of char year. e was 
' 1 · . d in c 1c counc1 · d 

K·1iapoi in 1915, asked 11111 to scan b I. 1·k·111g as \'ickerv stood for an , , . I ·ive een to 11s 1 , · 
1 elected and the experience muse 11, 11 · s first term was marked by a concern for c 1c 

was elected to the mayoralty in 19J0. I I r anisacion ofreliefforchose unfortunate 
uncmploycdthatwasrranslared111tot1co gel or until 1941 when E.Gray was 

I cl He rcma111e may · 9 '5 cl enough to be unemp oye · , , , ·ckery was rc-clecred 111 1 ... an 
· · G ay served one term. 1 B I 

elected to the pos1r10n._ r, ·. nt in 19-+7. In addirion to his work on the oroug 1 
rcmainedmayoruntilh1s rerireme . b I the Kaiapoi Brass Band and the Sr 

. v· k ok ·1 l· een 111tercsr in or 1 . . cl ,·as 
Cou ncd 1c -ery to ' ' . ·c1 r of both orga111sar1ons an ' ' 

B . cl He served a p1 cs1 en 1955 John's Ambulance nga e. 
1 

. of his death in December - · 
. f I B·assBandarr1cnmc -

1 
· b t 

still president o t 
1
e 

1
' 1 e ,vas ·issociared w1r 1 1s es 

• dd s che concerns 1 ' f 
Vickery's resolunon to a _re . 

1 
and pounds for the purchase o 

. d · . on to raise rwo t 1ous, . 
1 illustrated by his ererm111,1t1 . 1 1-1 . I . - d his target in eighteen monc 1s 

. I B . Ba 1d 111 195_,_ e ac 11e, e . . 
instruments fo1 r 1e rass 'I . I b f ctors and asking for their support. 

fi I d red IJOtenna ene a cl cl 
by writing to ive 1un , . . I . men over the vcars who cxten e 
Vickery was one of a number of Ka1apo1 c e1gy . 
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cheir pascoral care co caking an accive pare in civic clucies in che cown. In so doing, 

Vickery concinuecl the tradition of many praccising church people in Kaiapoi of 

serving their fellow citizens by offering themselves for election to the Borough 
Council. 

While not exactly promoting pride in Kaiapoi, the activities of the orth 

Cancerbury Catchmenc Board from the mid 1940's certainly united a majority of 

the cown's citizens behind their local administration. The Board, which had been 

set up by Act of Parliament in 1944, first annoyed the citizens of Kaiapoi by 

proposing, two years later, an amalgamation with the \Vaimakariri I-I arbour Board. 

At a meeting held in the Council Chambers on-+ J\Iarch between represencatives 

of the Harbour Board and the Catchment Board the whole matter was thoroughl y 

discussed. The main reason for such a step adva nced by the Catchmenc Board was 

that it should have complete concrol over all the waterways in North Canterbury in 

order to ca rry out ics obligations under the Acc. The Harbour Board on the other 

hand under the chairmanship of I-I.Owen 1-lills thought that the assets of the 

Harbour Board properly belonged co the people ofKaiapoi and that it was the duty 

of the Harbour Board to keep the river open as a harbour for posterity. The 

chairman of che Catchment Board, William J\Jachin , avoided answering the 

question whether the Catchment Board would continue co keep the river open as 

a port by sta ting that he thought road transport was the best wa y to move goods 

around. This answer sealed the fate of the proposed amalgamation in favour of the 

Harbour Board's view. This inciclenc became a preliminary skirmish in a battle 

between the Catchment Board and the Kaiapoi Borough Council that was co last 
the best part of four years . 

The Harbour Board itself, did not have long co survive as an inclependcnc body. 

After the March meeting che Board formed the opinion that it could no longer 

function as a stand-alone body. At its 8 April meeting and after considerable 

discussion, Harbour Board members reluctantly concluded that the activities of the 

Board should be absorbed by the Borough Council. The Harbour Board resolved 

to instrucc its so licitor co draw up a Bill along the lines of the \Vaitara Harbour 

Dissolution Bill of l 940. The Board had a number of specific clauses that it wanted 

to have in the Bill. The first was that Trousslet Park and i\,lemorial Plot should be 

handed over co the Borough Council for all time to be kept as an open reserve. 

Secondly chat all the other reserves, lands, buildings and assets should be handed 

over co the Council. The Board further specified that the money earned from those 

assecs should be accumulated to pay for harbour expenses and the re-building of 

the Hansen Building and/or any other Harbour Board builcli ng. The last clause that 

che Board wanted in the Bill was to e nsure that not more than two h unclrecl and fifty 

pounds a yea r was spent on maintenance and expenses connected with I !arbour 

Board property. After an attempt by one of the Board members to retain the Board 

as a separate entity the chairman, I I.Owen Hills, travelled co Wellington to attend 

the select committee hearing on the Bi II. At the 30 September 1946 mceti ng of the 

Board, I-I ills was able to report the successful passing of the Bill. All that now 

remained was to put the Board 's affairs in order for the hancli ng over of its assets to 
the Borough Council. 
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. . iri Harbour board cook place on 24 l\larch 
The last meeting of the Wa1makar I Council cook place a couple 

f . ll y hand over to tie f I 
1947. The ceremony to orma b - f he Board as well as all o tie pre-

. b f past mem e1 s o c , cl . I 
Of clavs lacer w1tl1 a num er o f I speeches were concerne w1c i 

, 1 · g Most o t 1e 
1 senc members, at t 1e meecm . of an era It was a reality thac small P0;ts sue l 

the general sadness at che passing cl I . .t .was inevitable that the Boards assets 

as Kaiapoi were no longer viable an t ~~:rnci I. The only cheery note seemed to 

would be caken over by the Boroufh ere not going to be absorbed by the 
· f I I Board s assets w B cl 

be the general re he t iac tie I The chairman of che Catchment. oar , 

North Canterbury Catchment Boarc eh when he said thac he felt like the 
l\lachin, caused some mmh during his spce 

rei·eccecl suitor at a wedding. I I . sf,'1p of the North Canterbury 
I I · of ne re ac1on , • · R' 

In ·1 way the car y 11scory I . 1,1·p of the \Vaimakam1 ivcr 
' ' . · . lleled the re anons , . f 

1 Catchment Board to Ka1apo1 para 1· . K ·-,poi ·u chc establishment o tie 
. ' ['I -·c1ngfee1ng1n ai" ' f h 

Trust and Kaiapo1. ie ovc1 ri I b I responsible for che control o _t e 

Trust was, that at last chcre was a oc id be free from the menace offloocl1ng. 

\\'·1imakariri Riverancl che town at lasfc, w,o u f K· ·apoi people in the Trust and che 
' 23 fl J I ool · the a1t 1 o ai, . . 

1 
, 

However, the l 9 ooc s l ' best wa ' to prevent floocl111 g cl1cl not en iancc 
subsec1uent internal squabbleso_n_the ' l' ') 

. f h \\I · . kam1 River ruse. . 
1 the reputation o t c a1ma blem in its firsc yea r of operanon. n 

'I' f,e Cacchment Board faced the same pro I the 1923 flood forced cwo 
' ' cl , feet lower t rnn ' 

Augusc 1945, a flood measure act\\ ol p k. Ocaki Akaroa and Sneycl Sueecs 
I · h 11es rn c 1e era 1, ' · 

hundred people from nc1r o1. fl cl I overflowing of the Cam river was 
K · · D ·rng the oo ne I t 

area in north west a1apo1. u1 , I . I ·c1 'J' !,e flood problem was one c ia 
' ' · t by the 11g 1 t1 c. ' • I . 
aggravaced to a certain cxten B cl cackle but it had to be in a way t iat 

K·1i ·1poi f)eople wanted the Cacchmcnt o,du to , ~y The community could not 
' ' . f otccnon an econo1 .. • ,, 

1 
f 

\\'as acceptable in terms o pr f . etL1rn for "a best guess sc ieme o 
nts o money in r afford co pay extravagant amou . . 

flood protection. I Canterbury Catchment Board outl1ncd 
In ics second annual report the ort l . 'e for che ninety five chou-

. cl fl d concrol programn, . I .. 
an ambitious drarnage an oo \\/ . 1-' ·r· R·1vers from che 'v\la1ma ,arlfl 

, I A I I and aima ,ari I I 
sand acres becw:~n c ie s l ey rned b three county councils and cwo boroug i 
Go rge to the sea. l he area was gove ly 1·fficulc one co bring to fru1c1on 

I cl chc sc ieme a c I TI 
councils and chat face a one ma e I coL1ncies and che boroughs. ic 

. . I ·con bet\\'een tic . I 
given che tracl1nona susp1 i I local bodies should provide thirty cwo c wu-

Catchmenc Board proposed cha_cnc_ as SC[ OU( in che Soil Conservanon and 

sand pounds raced on s1.\ class1f1c~c10ns ranged downwards from a penny Ill che 

Rivers Control Ace l 941. l he class1 icac10ns I ,cf for class "F". l n acldl[Jon co 
"" 1/61 fapenny111t1epoU1, , . h 

pound for class A co c i o , dies the Cacchmenc Board intended to approac 

che revenue raised by chc local bo . cl subsidy. le was reported chat the 

the government for a three pounds co one poun s·,v.1th the local bodies concerned 
cl h I I I 11111ary meetrng . · 

Catchmenc Board ha e c pre 11 , b tl aceach local boclywascl1scussrng 
and thac there had been general agreement ut l . 

the scheme. . . B rou h Council discussed the scheme 111 
It does noc appear that the Kaiapo1 o t : Catchmenc Board had a plan co 

any depth. le reported that the North Canter ur) 
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divert rhe Eyre River inro the \Vaimak·iriri . I . . . 
Wa1makariri ortheAshlev River I d' .d dnc the Cusr River inro either the 
ro invite the Board's eng.ineer l~j \~tl~ls . ~c1 ed atthe J\ lay meeting of the Council 
tl E • C · ' · 1 

· a i 11 s, ro attend the 1 · • ie,.::' y,c- use drainage scheme. J ext meeting ro discuss 

I he Catchment Board had hoped rl1 I tl I at t 1erc wou Id be 
ie sc ieme by rhe local aurhoriries B , J I I . prompt agrecmem with 

go ing ro be a fast resolurio11 of , · ) u y, w ien ir was clear that there was not 
h •. tic marte r J\lach b 

aur om1cs for holding up rhe scl I I h, in egan ro bl ame the local 
f .d f ieme. et ou"ht tha I I I 

a ra1 o a rarepayer backlasl1 .f I ,,., t r ie oca authoriries were 
. . ' 1 ney agreed ro a I 1 . 

rates on rhe1r c1rizens The ro f I . ' sc icme r iar would impose exrra 
· • , · ne o 11s speech ind· . h . ' ' 
impat1entro ge tonwirhrhe1·ob · d I I I . ,caresc arJ\lach1nwasaman 

an t1ar 1c 1ad lmleof I 1· · 
ro persuade ratepayers char a · . . r ie po J[JCa l skills needed 

I . n increase 111 rheir rates , Id . 
rot1em.J\lach1n'srarherblunrcl1a ·11 \IOU mean a dJrcct benefit 
b P • . , ractcr was I usrr·ited · 1 _Y nncess l-J1raPohioinwhichshecom hincd , inarep yroa lettcrwritten 
river prorecrion on the Cam P1'ver '1 I I . p , abour the piecemeal approach ro 

• ' • 1" ac11nsratedthat 11 1 h . 
many admirable c1ualities pay1·11g . a t ioug l t c native race have 

I . , rates was not one of I ']'I 
was riat until the rates were paid f I 

tiem. ie clear inference 
indicat ive of the high handed mai~1;e~- t~~t ier ~vork would be done. This reply was 
According ro l\.lachin the Boa d , Id I Catchment Board rook with local bodies 
b d . . ' r \IOU 1ave two p th · Id · 

o ies did no t agree ro the scheme Firsrl . . a. it cou follow if rhe local 
ro orher marters. This was a clea ,· y lit could divert irs artention and money 
1 rrirearto n e loc lb d. If 

r iat cou rse and the authorities event II , a o ies. the Board followed 
the project. Secondly, under its A ua j agreed there would be no fund s lefr for 
ratepayers. The land could be classifi~~ atnie_ B_oard could appeal directl y to the 
rhe local bodies. This again ,,,as a th d a,1ac,e levied w1thoutconsulration with 

b. rear to tic 0 I I .. 
o Jeer to such a rating propos ·1 l TI d . . ea aut lOrit1es as rhey could nor 
ratepa ye r. ' · ie ecision would be that of each individual 

By October the Kaiapoi Borouah Council had d . . 
of the scheme, it was nor preparelto . d I f ec1ded, although it was in favour 
Council that as the borougl I d a opt tic inanc1al burden. le was clear to the 
d. · • 1 ia a greater cap1t· I I · 

a J0inmg counrics, Kaiapoi \\'Ould have a a va ue. Ill comparison to the 
Council was also sure that tl1e I g reater financial commitment. The 
f f sc ieme would be of d. 
armers o the counties than to rhe. I b. more irect benefit to the 

It seems th a t rhe Catchmenr Bo~~; •~~~~~~~ ~f rhe borough. 
rhe Janu ary meeting of the Borou I C ·1 o adopr the direct approach as at 
over I I ' fi · gi ounc1 rhere was co · I bi · t 1e c ass1 1cat1ons made b I C I nsic era e discussion 
d ·d yr1e arcimcnrBo· d~ . 

ec1. ed that a public meeting should be cal ar or ranng purposes. It was 
class1ficat1ons and of their riglit f I led to inform all rarcpavers of their 

. s 0 appea. Ar the me · 3 J · 
rare payers meeting to be held c eting on I anuar)' the first 

. t0r seventeen yea rs v I· . ' 
prevention plan I Jarris had drawn up forth> \V· . ' IC ~crrexpla1ned that the flood 
had been absorbed into the E C d ' e . a1makarm l rust after the 19. -+5 flood 
b 

yre- use 1vers1on s I · 
een absorbed into the Catchment B d ' ]' I c ieme Jus_t as the River Trust had 

tl O f d oar • 1e whole p ie x or -to-rhe-Sea scheme All C I ro1ect was now known as 
schemes to rhe Soil Conservation Co~~cc~~Jllt_ Boards were required to submit 
flooding. In Vickery 's opinion the O -~ d cs1gned to prevent soil erosion and 

, x or -ro-rhe-Sea scheme, was the orth 
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Canterbury Carchmenr Board 's arrcmpt to comply with chat requiremenr. The 
scheme proposed the draining of one hundred rhousand acres. Of that area Kaiapoi 
covered onl y nine hundred and seventy seven acres or abour one hundreth of rhe 
coral area. Yet rhe Kaiapoi rarepaycrs were being asked ro pay approximarely an 
eighth of the cosr. Each landowner was urged ro appeal againsr his classification. 
The Town Clerk, .£.Clemens, advised, char in his opinion, flood protecrion of 
Kaiapoi was incidental ro rhe scheme and so the rown should not be included in the 
high rating classificarions. ln endorsing Clemens' remarks on rhe marter, Council­
lor Hills observed char if the old Eyre diversion scheme had been well ma1nta1ned 
rhen Kaiapoi would have all rhe flood protection char ir needed. W.Wallace added 
char in the 1945 flood ir was back flooding from rhe sea char caused the major 
problems in rhe township and no drainage scheme to rhe north would alleviare chat 
problem. Councillor Cartermole reaffirmed chat the primary aim of rhe scheme was 
soil conservarion and that flood prorecrion was of secondary importance whereas 
for Kaiapoi, the reverse was rrue. The meering described Machin as a very clever 
man who was used to gerting his own way. The meeting decided chat every effort 

would be made ro upset 
" rhe man on Shag Rock". (9) 

Ir was considered viral ro impress upon people at rhe meering chat rhere was very 
lirrle time for objccrions robe made ro rhe raring classifications. This mes age must 
have been effective as by 4 February 1947 one hundred and eighry objections had 

been filed from residents in Kaiapoi. 
It is useful to compare the response in Rangiora Borough to the Catch­

ment Board's rating classification. A similar view to chat expressed in Kaiapoi also 
predominated in Rangiora. The scheme wou Id benefit chose in the counties while 
the borough ratepayers would be asked to pay relarively more of the cost. There 
was even less credibility given to rhe theory that the scheme would ensure 
flood protection for Rangiora. The Rangiora Council called irs public meering 
earlier rhan rhe one called in Kaiapoi and as a resulr rhere were five hundred 
and five objecrions lodged by Rangiora Borough rarepayers againsr the raring 

classificarion. 
In rhc counties rhere was very lirrlc response to the Carchment Board 's 

classificarions. There were only three objecrions lodged from rhe county areas. 
J\lachin regarded rhis as a rribure ro rhe scheme. He felr that rhe objections from 
borh Kaiapoi and Rangiora residenrs had been orchesrrared by rhe respecnve 
councils and ro a certain exrent he was righr in rhis assumprion. J\lachin regarded 
rhc borough councils' views as shorrsighrcd and foolish as, in his view, borh areas 

were prone ro flooding. 
The large number of objecrions meanr char rhere was some delay in deciding 

how besr ro deal wirh them . The Catchmenr Board had resolved by April 1947 
to be more conciliatory rowards rhc Kaiapoi Borough Council. Ar a special meering 
held on 1-+ April J\lachin ourlined a plan that he thoughr would be preferable 
ro going to court. I-le said char the Board was willing to reassess rhe classificarions 

(9) Thr ,\'rnth Ca111n-/11111' Gm:, . .f'l!r . . l 1.1. 1947. 
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",irh a view co lowering chem. On rhe follo\\'in . . . . . 
Councrl decided rn cal-e r10 f I . g clay, ac rcs ordinary meecrng che 

. ' urc 1er accron ovc I ·I· ·fi , · . ' 
Cabrnec approval of che scheme. cl I . r_ c ic c ass, rcacrons uncrl eh ere was 
cl ·c1 an r 1e r<1ce of subs rd y w·is I· -1~1 C 

ecr eel co wrice rn che J\Jiniscer of Public \\I ,: . . , . _,nown. ie ,ounc il 
race on che scheme le \\'as als I ··cl I or ,sand enqu 11 e of hrm che subsidy 
decision. . , . ' o cccr ec co cclephone J\lachin wich rhe Council'~ 

J\lachin's re1)i\ co rhc Councr'l's I .. · . c ecrsron was coucl d · I · 
ccrms. I le wroce char rhe Cacchmcnc B . cl I. ' ie rn irs usual forchrighc 
ofan advancage co h: ·ii-1po,· rac ,oar ,1ad choughc char chc offer was so much 

' ' epayers c me c ie CoL ·1 ' Id I 
promote agrecmcnc between chc I. , d rncr ,,ou iavc been pleased co 
added char the Counci I's accicL1cle \\IOS)Jecclo rs, an rhe Cacch menc Board. J\ lach in 
I . ' a. suc1 c1ac rcw·is 110 I f 1 t was obvrous char che ensL11·11g co . , . onger use u co meet.1 roi 

urcaccron would clel· , I · I . 
scheme bvabouca vcar Tl11·s de! cl . . d) c ie imp ementanon ofche 

. · • ' · · avcause sus1)1c101 , d 1 councils and che bc>rOL1gh COLi ·., . . I I , dll anger )ecwcen checountv ncr s wrt1 tle c · • • 
commence immecliacely. ' ouncres wancrng rhe scheme co 

BychccimeofchcreleaseofcheGnchm B . ' 
Decemberl9..J.8icseemeclas·f I . ' . enc oarcl sfourchannualreporcincarl)' 
· • • · 1 tie proJect was close c b · 
rnThe PresscheBoarclwaslaLrcieclc ... .. o erngscarcecl .ln anedirnrial 
I . . ,or rts vrsron ·rncl encrg . · · 

tlC rnherrced plan~ of its constitue [ b cl' ' . . y Ill coprngnoc only with 
but also iniciacing plans of its own.~11 1 o res, such as chc \\'armakarrr, River Trusc, 

In che rncervening rime the sus )ici , f I . 
and Eyre Councies had be~n arous~cl ; is o_ c ic '.ar~1ers rn the Rangiora, Oxford 
and George \\'inccr seeking cl1c . I .cl pecrcron rnmatecl by I !ugh I Jenry Pecric 
I . a 1an onmcnc of rhc O t· cl I ' 
1acl anraccecl three hundred cl fi x or -ro-c1e-Sea scheme 

an cwenc\' l\'C nee)· , · • , 
\\'ere concerned char eh ere h cl l , ' I ,I) er srgnacurcs. I he pecicioncrs 

a not Jecn enough co I · b 
and cheCacchmcnc Bo-,rd 1 '1 I nsu canon Ct\\'ecn themselves 

" • 1ey were ,ee I . . I · · 
from chc land char the scheme promise I b n ~o i1'\ cc ie rmprovemenc in produccion 
111co the \Vaimakariri would dr I c u,c c c t iac che drversron ofche Eyre River 
h 

vupc1euncergrounclsc· 1 . 
c em. depended on the nacur:11 now of che Evr reams c iat, so re appeared co 
there would be nowacerav·,ilable co . . . . e. If these aquifers drred up then 
• " 1' rrrrrgacron and henc I · 
increases would nor m·uer,· -,1,·se ·1·1 b I et ie promrsecl produccion 

· · ' " · 1e oroug 1 co I ' . 
recervrng support albeic co d'ff' . uncr s rarepaycrs \\'ere now 

. ' '' r r ercnc reasons fr I 
eonsrclerecl the benefici ·uies ofcl1e I A. I I ' om c ie group char chey had 
c ' sc 1eme t 1ougl I c b. · 
,or a chree pounds co one pound b . I .f l c1e a rnccgave re approval 
opposicion co che scheme had b/L~nsrc y or the scheme on 17 December l 9..J.8 
Cancerbury Cacchmenc Bo· ·cl g . Im consolrclacc. In ,\Jarch 19..J.9 rhe Orth 

. a, mec wrc 1 groups off · 
therr fears over rhe SUJ)n!)' ofg cl b . armers rn an accempc co allav 
cl . ,. roun wacer ucnecl ·J\I 1 - · 

rspel che very real concerns char eh f , '. 1c1 ac 1111 nor I larris cou ld 
developed over che next few moncl1s . c _ armers had abouc chc scheme. \Vh ac 
I . • was a scrugglc becwce I 

c 1e councres and the boroLrgh , . • h 11 r 1e race payers ofboch 
. s agarnsc t e phns of I • C h 

from crme co rime issued scace111encs I I , ·, tle ,ace mcnc Board. J\lachin 
f ' [ la[ t 1C SC 1eme 11'0 Id b · 
mure and chis would resulc in anocher . . u e scarred rn rhe near 

round of meccrngs bec\\'een che Board and 

( I 0) ?~c X ru1!, l i1111rd1t11)' Gazl'/I(', 1 8 . ➔ . 19..J 7 
I I I) l'l1t· l'ms, -l . 12. 19-18. p.6 · 
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che racepayer groups. le was an exasperaci ng rime for both groups and especially so 
for the Cacchmenc Board. Ac a public meeting of about one hundred and fifty 
people on 23 November 1949 che Kaiapoi ratepayers passed a rnmion which 
chanked the Cacchment Board for its explanation ofche scheme bur the ratepayers 
were of the view chat chc costs of che scheme would far outweigh che benefits. 
C.S.Ayers, che only Cacehmenc Board member not to supporc the Oxford-co-che­
Sea scheme, suggesced thac each local auchoricy dra\\' up their own plan for drainage 
\\'ithin their own localicies and if che plans were good enough he felt chanhey wou Id 
attract che same subs id y that the Cacchmenc Board's plan had been given. This 
suggescion naturally appea led co the parochial sentiments of the local aurhoricies. 
The public meeting in Kaiapoi \\'as followed by a special Counci l meecing which 
expressed its opposicion co che plan in a unanimously passed mocion. The J\layor, 
C.J\lorgan Williams, said chat he could not see ho\\ the government \\'Ould want co 
wish a scheme of such magnirnde on the ratepayers and che nacion in che face of 

such opposicion.crz) 
ln the end the subscancial opposition had che desired effect. At ics 3 December 

]9..J.9 meecing che Torch Cancerbury Catchmenc Board decided co suspend 
the scheme. On a motion, proposed by Jach in , che Board, while still of the opinion 
char che scheme was both economical and practical , was nor prepared co fighc on 
in che face ofwhac it considered co be local propaganda. This combined with chree 
years of very dry weather had frighccned che people of the discricc 
inco rejeccing, in J\lachin's words, "an effieienc and worth y scheme." In 
the following year che Catchmcnc Board subscicuced a \Vaimakariri flood control 
plan for che ambicious Oxforcl-co-che-Sea drainage and nood control scheme. 
This was accepced wichour a murmur of disscnc by the local auchorities of the 

regron. 
From che Kaiapoi view poinc the Catchment Board had cried to implement an 

ambicious scheme char in most respeccs had no discernable benefics for the to\\'n. 
The diversion of bmh che Cusc and Evre Ri\'ers did nor necessarily pre,·ent 
nooding in Kaiapoi. The subscirnced no~d concrol scheme not only planned co 
concro l che nooding of che \\'aimakariri bur was a greac deal less expensil'e than chc 

Oxford-to-the-Sea scheme. 
The Cacchment Board's engin eer, 11. \V. l larris, devised a scheme char involl'ed 

che strengthening of the scopban ks and groynes and the construction of a number 
of reservoirs in che Eyre County. These rescnoirs \\'ere designed co cake che 
O\'ernow from a nood and hold ic uncil it naturally drained a\\'ay. There \\'as a cwo 
fold reasoning behind this suggescion. Firscly che remo,·al and holding of wacer 
from che \\'aimakariri ac chat posicion during a flood would help procecc the more 
heavily populaced down river areas including Chriscchurch and Kaiapoi. Secondly 
the silt residues lcfc afcer che flood wacer had drained away would improve the 

fercilicy of che Eyrecon region. 
In the opinion of Harris for che scheme co be fully effcccive che riYer mouch had 

co be held ac che poinc it had reached during the nood ofJ\ lay 1950. He proposed 

( I 2) '/1/11-/'n-.,·.,· .. l ll . I I. 19-19.p .. l. 
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to achieve chis by dumping approximate! ' I -
at the mouch In addition H - ) nvo 1undred and fifty concrete blocks 

Railways Oep.artment around :~;~s recog~1sed chat the ballast dumped by the 

have to be removed in order co . piers ol the railway bridge to protect it would 
improve t 1e flow of tl · h · 

acknowledged by che Catcl1 B d 1e river at t at po111c. It was 
• ment oar that che R ·1 D 

unlikely to agree to this until tl ·1 , . a1 ways epartment was 
TI 1e new ra1 wa y bridge had been built 

1ere was no comment from the Kaia . B . . 
and presumabl)' it felt char the sch pold1 orough Council on this scheme 

eme wou procecc tl · 
manner. Jc is understandable after I b 1e town 111 an adequate 

c 1e num er of flood , · . 
town chat there would always be a d f . . s expenenced 111 the 

icies over any flood control ~che n I egree,.. o Kscepc1c1sm from Kaiapoi au chor-

d 
· 1 e. c was ,or a1apo1 more f • -

an see111g how effective chis lace t I , . a matter o wamng 
be. s sc 1eme to control the Wa1makariri River would 

Thelastyearsofrhel940'saswellasbcin b .. 
Orth Canterbury Catchment B d I ga sorbed bychemach111ac1onsofrhc 

K 
. . oar a so saw a number of . d. . 

a1apo1. In l\Iarch l 9-t7 a Ora Cl b new 1rect1ons for 
ma u was founded TI 

members under the chairmanship of M TI I . 1ere were twenty five 

the gro up in stagecraft. Unfortunately -~I 1orn w10 had originally hoped to tutor 

this aim and the tutorin g duties were t ~ ness prevented Thorn from carrying out 

Canterbury College. The club I a den up by l\lr Worthington , a lecturer from 

C 
· P anne to give four c · · fi 

e rta1nly ics first concert given in che A I' H . oncerts 111 ics irsr year. 

enrh;1siasm. Ic was reported char the hal~~v~~an aci:'' 111 August was received with 

1 owards the end of 1947 a new direction,: ed ouc. 
Dromore Reserves It had bee ,.. as taken in che development of the 

· ' n apparent ,or some c· I I . 
the land at Dromore could be cl . II . ime c 1at c 1e production from 

H 
ramat1ca y 111creased · I I • . 

. ?wever the Council would probabl noc hav . '. . wit 1 _c 1_e use of irngarion. 

ifn had noc been prompted to do so by h D e 1111t1aced an irnganon programme 

Department asked in a lecre1· r _Y rdeb epl artment of Lands and Survey. The 
. , ece1ve y r 1e Cou ·1 · D 

am rude would be co the acqL11·s· . f I d D nc1 111 ecember what its 
. . . mon o an at romo b I D 
imganon purposes. Ac the 22 D b . re y t 1e epartment for 

C 
. ecem er meeting of rh w I d R 

omm1rcee the J\layor explai·ned cl I 
e or (S an eserves 

I 
1ac c 1ere was no cla · I • 

c 1e Dromore lessees, Lemon and Wichell which II use 111 t 1e ex_p1red_ leases of 

co them w1rhouc conforming to tl p bi' t owedrheCounciltog1veleases 

C.M.\Villiams, di sc losed thacafterco~: I u. ic _eases Act 1908. The Mayor, 

which found icselfin a similarsiruac1·011 u tatldon wd1ch the Akaroa Borough Council 
' ,1rwas ec1 edcooffe I D 

a two year lease from rhe I April 1948 h r ne romore tenants 

percent on the capital expenditure on i~~ car~ pr:;~~nt rental plus a rental of five 

m1ttee then went on co recomn1e d h gf on. 1e Works and Reserves Corn-
n c at a ter a meet· · I I . 

acres of each farm be prepared ,.. . . . 111 g wic1 r1e tenants rh1rcy 
,or 1rngac1on The C · f 

mended char che Council pay tl1e f II f I . omm1ttee urther recom-

1 
. u cost o r 1e worl· p -0 d d I 

co r 1e 111crease in rent Tllere 1 
'- 1 vi e t 1e tenants agreed 

· was a so a recommenda · I ·f h 
to the new lease their expencl'1tu e ,.. . tlon t 1at I c e tenants agreed 

. ' r on ,enc111g the· · d I d . 
accord111g co che circumstances At . . irngace an would be adJusred 

' - a meet1ng 111 Janua h 
terms of the new leases . d . . ry t e tenants agreed to the 

D 
, 111 or er to avoid hav111 I I d • 

epartment of Lands and Survey. g ne an acquired by che 
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This solution, however, did nor find favour with the governmenc and in April 

a deputation of representatives of the Akaroa, Lyrrelcon, and Kaiapoi Borough 

Councils, all of which had reserves on which irrigation works could be carried our, 

1T1ec with che Minister of Lands, rhe Honourable C.R.Skinner, co discuss rhe four 

options under which the works might be proceeded with. The options ranged from 

outright acquisition of che reserves by rhe government to the cost of development 

of the land by the government being charged to the local authorities. 

The option most favoured by the delegates was a third which recom­

mended char the local bodies lease che reserves to rhe government ac a rent based 

on che unimproved value ofrhe land. The improvements at presenron the reserves 

would be sold immediately to che government which would then proceed with 

the irrigation work. Ar che expiry of che lease the local bodies would once again 

be ab le co lease the land in che normal manner co the tenants. In chis way the 

local authorities retained control of their reserve land and were nor liable for 

the cost of rhe development work. The tenants also had their interests protected 

and were noc directl y liable for part of, or the whole cost of, the irrigation 

works. After further negotiations chis option was adopted and the land ar Dromore 

was developed accordingly wich consequent benefits co both the Council and the 

tenants. 
\,Vherher or not the government's experience with the Oromore estate in che 

lace 1940's gave it the impetus co attempt co acquire the land in che early I 950's is 

nor clear. Whatever the morivarion, in July 1952 the Council received a letter from 

the l\linisrer of Lands declaring the intention of che government co acquire the 

Endowment Reserves at Dromore for che rehabilitation of soldiers. The Council 

was required co lodge any objeccion co the acq uisirion by 16 July. In the short time 

ava ilable co the Council ic was able co draw up a list of nine reasons wh y the land 

should remain with the Council. 
The first objection was on the technical grounds char the notice served on the 

Council did noc comply wich the provisions of the Servicemen's Settlement Act 

1950. The Council had been given about a week in which co respond co the notice 

whereas the Act had specified char objectors were co be given chirry days in which 

co lodge their objections. 
The second objection put forward by the Council went co the heart of the 

association of Kaiapoi wich che Dromore estate. The land had been vested in che 

Council by che Canterbury Provincial Government as a means of compensating the 

council for the loss of coils over che bridge. The land had an historical and 

sentimental association for che borough chat it was nor willing co give up. 

The third objection indicated chat the land was beingadcquacely farmed ac the 

present time by the tenants and was providing a livelihood for fourteen people as 

well as supporting the families ofche tenants. The fourth objection was associated 

with che third one in chat it pointed our char the revenue from the rwo thousand 

acres at Oromore wa,s of direct benefit co che cwo thousand five hundred inhabitants 

of Kaiapoi. This in cum lead co the fifth objection, which was char che government 

had nor paid sufficient attention co the rights of the citizens of Kaiapoi and the 

rights ofrhe tenants and their employees. Acquisition of the land would mean char 
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a large number of people who bcncficccl fro . . 
cons1dcracion for the benefit of perl1· fi m the farms would be given scant 

Ob. • ,· _ aps 11·c or 1x people. 
. JCCt1ons six and seven po111ced out cl . . ·1 
in the Dromorc district thac1voulcl s . I 1ac s1m1 ar blocks of land were available 

' u1tt1epurposesoftl G 
would not clisadvancagc so man , eo le , , le ovcrnmencbccccrancl 
would be impossible ~or cl1c Co) p ·1 p . bi he lase two obJecnons seated that it 

unc1 co o C'llll a s I · 1 -
would offer the same scabilic\' of I cl ' lllli ar capita 1nvescmcnc chat 

· va uc an prospect off · I • -
as the land at Dron1orc rfl1e·c ·1 Id fi . . ucure capita apprcc1ac1on 

- ounc1 11·ou I I · · 
which would JJrocluce eqL11·1•ale f nc it impossible to obtain an asset 

, nc rc1·enue rom cl · 
would be payable. le compensation money chat 

. The obj~ccions had che desired effect of en . 
w1chdra11 ics nocieeofintencion co ace . I I courag111g che go1·ernmenc to 
had an air of unrealicy aboL1c. ' l' I 1u1ret1e and . In recrospeccchewholeepisocle 

- ic. 1crc was no clea · . I 
clcc1clecl char the Dromore esc·'cc 11,as s . bi ,.. . , , reason w 1y the government 
· I cl I " .. uita c,or1csncccls . - f I 
it 1a c evelopcd, wich che agreeme f I C . , apa1 c rom c 1c face char 
of pare of chc block The go1·c nc o tle ,ouncil and che ccnancs, chc irrigacion 

. · rnmenc was unprcpa·ecl ~ I 
char Kaiapoi had for che escace a cl , , or tle scrong a teach mcnc 

. n was not prc1Jarecl t fi I I . . 
order to acquire che land. However ic did n . o ,_g1c c1ac accachment Ill 

ln Augusc chc Council clec·1clecl oc lg1ve up the idea complccelv. 
to rcne11 c 1e leases f I · . 

rental for a longer cerm Ac cl . . ' 0 t 1e tenants at a higher 
· 1e same t1me the C · · 

requested chat the council sell a . f I omm1sswner of Crown Lands 

cl 
- pomon o c 1e land 'H D ' I 'I 

agree instead co lease four hundred acres to eh , r~'.n?re. 1e Council 
tenants had co agree to the CoL11c·1 k' _e Croll'n. I his meant chat the 

, ' ' ea . 'ng apJJrox1111 · I . h 
eachcenantb)April1954inorl I . , aceyc110 unclredacresfrom 

C 
· • cercocompyw1chche·1 -

omm1ss1oner of Crown [ and ' ['I 1 
'greement reached with the 

~ s. le tll'e ve year le·i · I · I 
a further cweh-c vcars were acce Jt bi h ·1 'ses w1c 1 a rig lt of renewal for 

· I a c to t e essees [ cl \\/' 
agreed co the request and the nc ' I·· , . . ·. , ,_e mon an ichcll, as they 

A project to benefit the cicize1~1s ~~1~cto:~1~;,e s1gn_cd in September 1952. 
senecl in the Second \\'oriel\" d ' cmoracc the sacrifices of chose 11 ho 

1 ar was 1scusscd cxce · . I · 1 acely following the end of cl1c . I . . ns11 e yin t 1e years immecli-
. war. t was assumed b · 

suitable memorial would be erect cl .· h. . . . y many in the toll'n chat a 
.. [I . e 11 1t 1111nacoupleof , ·f I 

i1c1r. - owcver1tll'asnocunc1·1 1'I · 10'6 I )ears a terc1eendofche 
"ay 7 -. t1acchc\\'ork C · 

cocheCouncilchacapublicmcecingbeheld 1· , s omm1cccerecommcndecl 
cake. Jc is clear from the record chat the t~t iscuss \vh ac form a memorial shou Id 

release, in July, co T!te Press nell's Ja er ofau ic meeting was not h_eld before the 
design, site and lavouc of a I p I composite photograph illustrating the 
incorporated a clo~k to11·er asnudggcsccc wa; memorial for Kaiapoi. The design 

a women s rest ro cl · b 
resemblance to the Cl'encual me111or· · 1 t ·11· om an it cars an strong 

TI 1a Ju1 c 1ng. (l.lJ 

le next concrete step to be taken to achieve ·1 war , . 
at the end of Scpce111bcr I o 16 f . , . memorial was the formation 

7 -t o a special c d. ' 
memorial for the town Tl1e fi' , I omm1ccee to iscuss the proposed 
'I . IIC mcm )Cr comm1cce . 
" ayor and had .\lcssrs .r..lclncosh and Br den ~ was _pres1clecl over by the 
i\lcssrs Stark and I lirsc as the R S J\ y as the C;~uncil represcncacives and 

... reprcsentat1l'es. l he .r..Jayor, in his opening 

( l.l) The l'rc", 19.7 1'146. r.X 
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remarks, seated char the council had made no definite plans for a memorial bm chat 

he hoped chat the commince would come up wich proposals chat could be placed 

before a public meeting. He welcomed the ideas ofche R.S.A. delegates. Scark., in 

reply, made reference co a meecing held some years before co discuss chc same 

project and suggested char copies of the minmes ofchac meeting be found. l le then 

11 enc on co oucline the suggescions chat che R.S.A. cxecucivc had come up wich for 

a memorial. At the cop of their list was a Town Hall followed by the cscablishmenc 

of a spores ground and chirdly the endoll'mcnc of the hospital. The lase suggescion 

was char the relatives of chose killed could be inl'ited co planc memorial oaks. Lt was 

then suggested chat che public meeting be held on 4 ovember in che R.S.A. 

rooms. This meecing was actually held in the following week and it was decided co 

widen the composition of che commiccee to include chree reprcsencaci1·es each of 

the Commun icy Centre and the PI unkcc Sociccy as well as Councillor 11 ii ls and l\Ir 

\\I.Green . Green had earlier in chc meecing raised che possibility of exccnding che 

Orange [ !all co include a bigger dance floor and excra rooms. le was decided co hold 

a further meeting of che new comminee to consider chis suggestion and other in 

order to re pore back co a further public meccing. I c was, however, decided to open 

public subscripcion liscs wich chc Council being auchorised co receive appropriate 

clonacions. 
The ncxc meeting of the \\'ar l\ lemorial Committee ll'as held on 18 ;\101 ember 

and after much discussion it was decided that compecicive designs be sought from 

inceresccd persons for chrec alccrnacive suggestions. The firsc of chese was the 

alccration ofche Orange Hall, che second 11 as the alteration ofche Borough I !all and 

chc third was for the ereccion of a new hall. The third suggestion was chc one mosc 

favoured by the commiuce. le was at chis stage of the meccing chat the subject of 

chc town clock was raised. Ac the 11 November meecing it had been seated chat che 

R.S.1\ . had been in favour of erecting a clock cower. The R.S.A. represencacivcs at 

che 18 November meeting had rejected this suggestion but chc Town Clerk 

reported char many of che public were keen co ha1·e the cown clock restored in a 

memorial project. le was chcn clecidccl to gauge public opinion on che maccer by 

sending each household a questionnaire. 
The ne.xc public meecing co discuss the war memorial project was held on 9 

December 1946. About fifty people attended. Suggescions that a memorial garden 

be developed, a sports ground be established and the restoration ofchc town clock 

in a cower and memorial were rejected by the meeting. le was chcn decided chat an 

in depth invescigacion of chc coses of the " three halls" suggc tions made at che 18 

Nol'cmbcr meeting be carried out. J\ rcprcsencacive of chc Internal Affairs 

Deparcmenc, which was overseeing the discribucion of subsidies co community 

memorial projcccs, explained chat the Department would support either the 

erection of a new hall or the alteration of the existing halls. I le fa1 oured che plan 

to ,deer the Orange Hall. 
Nothing appeared co happen with the project until August 1947 when 

the R.S.A. wrocc a letter of complaint co the Council about the amount of time 

chat had elapsed ll'ithouc any decision being caken on the most suicable 

war memorial project. The Associacion also complained about the prolonged 
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absence of rhe rown clock In r I I C . . . 
subsidy was likely rob . defy r1e ouncil said rhar rhe Inrernal Affairs 

e poun ,or pound and nor I I i 

~~~~;r~srrii:~~lirh~~~:~~g
1
~~i~;o~ildd b~. Implicir in rh~s

1

:n~::~w~: r~:~~~~~ii1'~ 
rhe responsibiliry for rh~ projec/m~:hr f;~n ra1rdc by rhe communiry and rhar 

rarepayers. on r ie ouncil and ulr1marely on rhe 

TheR.S.A.againcalledonrheC ·1 · · · 
19.+8. Accord' I A . . ounc1 ro ,n,riare rhe memorial projecr in i\larch 

mg ro r 1e ssoc1arwn no more r I Id 1 . . 
memorial. The R s A d,·d not 1 

. . ,me s iou Je losr 111 erecting a 
· · · 1ave an op1111on O I ~ · 

mighr cake bur it was not sympach . d n c ie orm a suitable memorial 

memorial clock rower Jc saw this a et1c rowar_ s the publicly-supported idea of 

would do ins read of~ carefully cl s a s~parare issue for rhe _town and not one chat 

inrrinsicvalue ro successivegenera:fi;s. ~~1L~tc::/~~~1~l which would be of more 

suggest1ons from communiry or anisacions and ec1ded ro ask once again for 

the memorial clock rower oprio; D . f,,! ro place on re_cord that ,r favoured 

held with community organisacio.ns ~~~1; nu~;ba~~d June a series of meetings were 

finally suggested, at a public meecin held o 2 ofsuggest1on were made. Ir was 

clock rower be builr as a . I Ag n 6 July, char a plunker room and a 
' , memona new vVar f,,J · I C • 

consisting of two representatives fr~m rhe C em~r~a ommmee was sec _up 

each from the Plunker Society and eh R S Aomntnlt) Centre, one represenrar1ve 

the layor as chairman Ar this . e . . . w1t1 t~o council represenranves and 

avenue be formed acro~s Darnl:otc a ne~;, fuggest1on was made char a memorial 

suggestion made in 19-+6 for,tl1e pyl qua1e.f 11s idea probably had its origins in the 
· · antmgo memonal oaks TI RSA · 
idea with some vigour. At an Emergenc C . ·. ie · • • pursued rh1s 

represenrarives pressed rhe Counc'I t G ommmee meec111g Ill Augusr the R.S.A. 

was feared that rhe projecr would' bod elg1n ~1~ plannng of the trees otherwise it 

some discussion ir w·1s agreed cl fle e aye or another twelve months. After 
' 1ac owenng cheme . • . 

planted along rhe sropbank inside T I 
p _ s, P1 unus or similar trees be 

War Iemorial Commircee make a rolubsslc oc ark and that as soon as possible the 
. , va1 a e money from p bi. b · • 

memorial rabler. u ic su scnpnons for a 

Although the idea of the memoria l tree se d b .. 
appear robe a more business-1,·1, e a h eme w ea hascydec1s1011 rheredid 

' pproac emerging fo I · · 
permanenr memorial In ove111be . d . I d rt ic prov1s1on of a more 

· r It was ec1c e ro ap · I T 
the i\layor as trustees for a ''Var , 1 . I l~ , pomc r ie own Clerk and 

' v " emoria , und Fro 1 tl cl 
venrures as the Community VVeel· .'b , 1 iar ace money from such 

d 
. . ~ were conm ured ro cl f cl rl' I 

ec1s1on on exactly what for,ii tlie . 1 
ie un • 1ere was no 

memona would rnke alrh I · 
undersrood char a public build1·11g Id b , oug 1 it was generally 

wou e constructed . 
September 1950 was a crucial dace in rhe I . 

memorial for Kaiapoi. In that monrl h C acl 11evemenc of a permanent war 

erecting a building which would h 1 r e ounc1 accepred the responsibiliry for 
ouse a women 's rest- 00 PI I R 

a _clock rower as a war memorial for the Kaia . r m,_ un <<;:~ ooms and 

sc1pulaced that rhe projecr was ro cost no m I po,. posral district. l he Council 

It would conrribure one rhousand ounds ire r ian e1ghr tl10~1sand_ pounds and char 

was also some addirional money afailabl . homl tl~e iorough s capnal funds. There 

mentofrheclock rower. In lay 195! rhe ~ a~i13 een raised for rhe re-esrablish-
a, emorial Commncee recommended 
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rhac the area known as the old hotel sire next co rhe Rial co Thearre in Charles Srreer 

be sec aside for rhe war memorial building. This recommendation was accepted by 

rhe Council thus bringing the projecr a seep closer co realisarion. By August ofchar 

year the archicecr ofrhe Rial co Theatre, Colin Lamb, had produced a design for the 

War 1emorial which was approved by the Council. 

The concepr had been expanded since the acceprance of the clock cower, 

resr-rooms and Plunker rooms plan of Seprember 1950. Lamb's design 

now included a kindergarten wing. The incorporarion of the kindergarten in the 

War Memorial building was the solution co a long sranding problem for the 

Kindergarten Commicree. 
The Commun icy Centre had discussed rhe possibility of esrablishing a kinder­

garten ar a meering in April 1949. The guest speaker at rhat meeting was the 

principal of the Christchurch Free Kindergarten Association, i\l iss R.Wilkie. She 

had stressed the benefits char would accrue in the educational development of pre­

school children if they had some form of structured play. Ir was decided ro call a 

public meeting co ascertain the support a kindergarten would receive in Kaiapoi. 

othing was done until September 1949. 
In September, at a public meeting, a commicree of eleven people headed 

by lrs I.Warrington was formed. f,,Jrs Warringron had long held the view that 

a kindergarten affiliated with the Christchurch Free Kindergarten Assoc­

iation should be established in Kaiapoi. The most immediate problem for the 

committee was ro find suitable premises. le first approached the Education 

Board with the idea of using the Technical i\lanual School buildings. The 

Education Board considered the proposal but came ro the conclusion that 

the school would not be a suitable venue for a kindergarten. The committee then 

looked at a number of other halls in Kaiapoi , none of which came up ro Depart­

ment of Education standards for a kindergarten. The only solution left for the 

Commicree was co build its own premises. It therefore began the hard work of 

raising funds for a building. The problem of a site for the kindergarten was solved 

during rhe first few months of I-I.Owen flills' first mayoralty. Hills was also the 

chairman of the War f,,!emorial Commicree. At a meeting of that committee the 

suggestion co include a kindergarten in the complex was made. Council approval 

co grant long term leases of rooms in the memorial building ro both the Kindergar­

ten Committee and the Plunket Society was given in Ocrober 1951 . The financing 

of the war memorial building then became a joint venture between the Internal 

Affairs Department and the Education Departmenr. The two Departments con­

tributed just over seven rhousand pounds with the community raising the balance 

of six thousand pounds. Tenders for the construction of the building were called 

for in June 1952, the successful tenderer being G.W.Pearson and Son . The 

foundation stone was not laid until October 1953 ar which time consrruction was 

well under way. 
Lamb's design for the building conrrasts with his earlier design for the Rialro 

Thearre and yet they are complimentary wirh each other. The simplicity of the Art 

Deco style of the thearre is not compromised by the sol id functional design of the 

war memorial building. The clock rower at the norrhern end of the war memorial 
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u1 ting is balanced by rhc hei 
Alrhough rhc kindergarrcn winghr of the theatre at the sourhern end of tl . 

::;~1;~~/J:;
1
1~ be_cween the tow!/~~~a:;1~:1~

1
~~r:-~ir,/~~ ~mbo_ri

1
,~ I bu

1
ilding, 1 is~i~l~~t~~ 

. . . . uncttonal sryle of eh , •. . . . nc ~ wn 1 ll'h1te Join · 

rathe, II h1ms1cal St)·leofrl I e memorial building is in st·1rk , I ttng, 

TI I' · 1e t 1eatre I 1 · ' concrasr to eh 

TI~: c1l~~kb~~~~;~~ ~ th~ two bui ldin ~s i,~~~;.~~: oct:cb·~; l~ sb~,ildingss it togethe rwe lf 

has found itselffi:~,~~~~~ S~JL~~e form nOtll'ithstan~lin~, isb!C~li~ec~~~-'t/ocs exist. 

caprice to link . ,- ac le to the k1ndcrgarrcn w· [ . II 11msy that 

TI . ir II ith the sty le of the Rialt ~l'I 111g. t captures JUSt enough 

1e wa r memorial b . Id. o 1eatre. 

loca l f\le l . f . u, ,ng was opened ?6 S 
111 JCI o Parl1amem fo r th . on - • eptcmbe r 195 .J. T . 

formedthecercmony I 1· - e flurunu1 c lcctorare \\'lfG'II .· he 

building resulted f · . n 11s speech Gi ll esp ie reminded 1 · . . ·,. ' csp,c, pcr-

IOm a gol'crnment sponsored . I 11s auc icnce that rhc 
· ,c ea to ercc 1· · t ,ving memorials 

'lne f1Pl'lline: of the l<flir,poi ll'r,r II . .· . 
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to r rnse ll'ho had sacri fi . I I . . 
of the K· ·. · : . icet t leir li ves in the • · . • . 

to in a1apo1 building, this was not strict!. sen ic:e of their country. In the case 

. toTorace_ the c lock toll'er as a feat )_ true, a<, the comm uniry had decid : I 

,ona, tie existence of t he c lock co,L:,~~- in c_h~ building. Although it is funi~ 

0 11 es more to the reso lve of rhe 

.3 I 2 

community rn resrnre a feature of Kaiapoi life chat had exisred s ince th e 

beginning of settlement rh an to a practical desire to have its citizens informed of 

the time. 
In his capacity as chairman of the War '1emorial Com mi nee, H.Owen Hills 

spoke of the effort man y people had put into the establishment of the memorial. 

He was sure that rhe citizens of Kaiapoi would have a feeling of pride in their 

memorial and that it would serve generations to come. Although man y similar 

speeches must have been given at the openings of the large number of public 

buildings that were consuucted throughout ew Zealand as living memorial s not 

many of these buildings have fulfilled the speech makers ' prophecies in quire 

the same way as the Kaiapoi memorial building has d one. The inspired idea 

to incorporate a kindergarten into the building has given it a d a il y use 

eh rough succeeding generations that has appropriately kept the building as a living 

memorial. 
Kaiapoi is forwnare in that its three war memorials stand as reminders of the 

realities of war. The statue of the soldier is a reminder of the futility of war. The 

plain , unadorned memorial tablet to those killed in World War Two in Trousselot 

Park tells of the wasted potential of a generation and the memorial building is a 

testament to the hopes of that generation for the lives and well-being of the 

succeeding generations. 
The establishment of the memorials gave the town a focus for its collective 

grief and went some way to restoring harmony between the factions in Kaiapoi 

who had sought different ways in which to commemorate the sacrifices of 

Kaiapoi citizens. However a more fundamental split in Kaiapoi society occurred 

in the late 1940's . The rise of Japan as a military power during the war 

had demonstrated ew Zealand's vulnerability to invasion from a foe in the Pacific. 

It took away the country's feeling of safety created by its isolation. This nervous­

ness about national security continued after the end of the war. Japa n's 

defeat shifted the focus offear back to Europe where the spread of communism in 

Eastern Europe appeared to undermine the delicate balance of power between 

the allies that had been achieved in the last days of the Second World \Var. The 

subjugation of peoples by the communist ideology was a more insidious threat 

to the democratic ideals for which the allies had been fighting than the military 

conquest of those same peoples by azi Germany. The idea that the collective 

consciousness could be directed by a one parry state was disturbing in that the 

enemy was perceived to be covert rather than overt. The Berlin blockade of 1948 

heightened the fee ling of uncertainty in what was now called the free world . ew 

Zealand citizens had been killed in the name of freedom for all and yet many of 

those same peoples for whom the ew Zealanders had fought and died now 

appeared to be without freedom. There seemed to be linle choice but to be 

prepared to fight again. This proposition could on ly be meet by having a 

fully trained functional defence force and in order to achieve this goal rhere seemed 

to be little alternative to compulsory mi litary training for men. It was held by 

many, to be irrespon ib le to be caught with very few trained personnel for a 

third rime in the same century . 
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It fell to the Labour Government and in particular the Prime Minister, Peter Fraser, co introduce compulsory military training in peace time. It was a particularly hard decision for Labour Party stalwarts co accept as the party had always seen itself as the peace parry. Peter Fraser had been sent co gaol in 1916 for making seditious remarks against conscription and although he had introduced conscription in 1940 that was regarded as a necessary evil in war time. Compulsory military training during a period of peace could not be countenanced by many in the Labour Parry. In Kaiapoi the campaign against what was euphemistically called National Service was led by the Mayor, C. {organ Williams. The referendum on military training was held cowards the end of August 1949 and in the weeks leading up co ica number of meetings were held in the district by chose opposing compulsory military service as well as chose supporting the proposal. Many of the meetings held by chose opposed to acional Service broke up in noisy confusion because chose supporting the notion went to the meetings co barrack the speakers, many of whom were identified as communises. This happened in Rangiora but it was not duplicated in Kaiapoi. Ac a meeting in the Borough Hall on 2 August, held by the Peace and Anti­Conscription Federation and the Canterbury Trades Council, Williams explained that although he did not have the courage co be a pacifist he could not support a policy chat was counter to the peace and prosperity slogan adopted by the Labour Party. Williams shared the platform with Elsie Locke who was at chat time identified by the North Canterbury Gazette as a communise. In her lengthy speech Locke outlined many of the arguments against compulsory military training in a lucid way and was given, according co the paper, a good hearing. Although there were only thirty people in the audience it is fair co assume chat in the small Kaiapoi community this was a sizable number co ally itself with what was seen by, society at large, as an anti-democratic movement. For men like C.Morgan Williams however it was seen as a movement co preserve the essential nature of the Labour Party. For him a vote for acional Service was a denial of the fundamental right of freedom of choice. 
The pro- National Service group held a better attended meeting in the Rial co Theatre. This was addressed by the local Member of Parliament, Gillespie, who spoke at length on the need co be prepared to meet the threat of communism with a trained defence force. That Gillespie, a member of the acional Parry and therefore a political opponent of Fraser's, spoke in support of the move and Morgan Williams, the recent Labour Parry parliamentary representative for Kaiapoi, chaired a meeting opposed co the notion indicated a fundamental split in Kaiapoi society that increased the ambivalence with which it viewed itself. Compulsory military training was introduced and was co become a way of life for young ew Zealanders for over a decade. 

The pose war years witnessed a period of growth for both of the town's major industries. The Kaiapoi Woollen Mill however had both its growth and its modernisation curtailed a little by the general economic conditions of che country. The early 1950's saw the price of wool rise sharply in response co the demand for woollen fabric for the mainly American troops fighting in the Korean War. Any price rise for raw wool impacted on the profitability of woollen mills. In the case of 
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. . nt chat the cost of production rose co an almost the Kaiapoi Woollen Mill this mea . back in areas such as modern1-Tl · · · ably meant cumng unsustainable lev~I. 11s 111ev1c menc was further restricted by the governmem-sacion of plant. This area of d_evelop . f hinery. Thus even after che drop 111 imposed restrictions on the unporcat10n o mac c drop in production coses for che . .d 1950's and the consequen , wool prices 111 the m1 h. that would maintain the company s mill che Board could not obtain che ma_c 111edry pore markets. Despite these prob-. . d . b eh che domestic an ex . f d compecmve e ge 111 o 1 . ·cy ofche Kaiapo1 labour orce an . • d ploy a arge maJori p f !ems the mill connnue co em . d gership ofG.Greenwood. arc o I d he experience mana d d . it did record growc 1 un er c . f h ore markets chat the company era e 111 that growth was a conso~1dac1?n o le e e~t the deputy Prime Minister of Canada, before the war. A goodwill v1s1t cot 1e ~~e c~urse of hi seven day mission co ew the Right Honourable C.D.Howei 111 d. h respect Howe was accompanied by Zealand in April 1955 probably h~ p; I~ t acd Comrr;erce Oeparcmenc, W. F.Bull. the permanent head of the Canadl1~nh r~ e:~ians were given a lasting reminder of Ac the end of their cour of the m1 t e _an 
. . . h c f Kaiapoi travell111g rugs. · · their v1s1c m t e iorm o . k I braced thirty years of operanon 111 In January 1947 the Freezing wor ~ ce e ced chat although the appearance Kaiapoi. A report in the No11h Ca11terb11ry e~z::en~ccle, the organisation of the work of the works from the outside hat~1a~I~ slaug1cerman system of killing stock had inside had changed a great deaL eh . The animal was processed m the been replaced by the more efficient~ am s~~~~~nc.he line or chain being responsible mannerofan asse°:bly line with ea~ ~~1~~:e the slaughcerman system where the for only one step m the ~perac10 . f b hering the chain worker had kills m operator had co be skilled mall areas o ucc , 

just one of the ~cep . (14) he Freezing Company continue co increase The immediate pose war years saw de fi nc were paid co the shareholders its annual profits._ Dividends of acr:~;h t~~e ~i~r~:s of che company. The only year who seemed particularly conten p . 1951 which accord mg co che ff ed a loss was m ' • f in which che company su er . . rike and a sudden drop in the price o Directorate, was caused by the shipping st 
wool. , roduccs were disposed of in the The method by whic~ the companylf ~ by che government. All of che late forties and early fi~c1es. ~as contr:o;ks and other works in ew Zealand meat produced by the Ka1ap~1 heezm\ ual meeting of the shareholders in was sent co Britain. Ac che thirty sevenc h ann ased number of breeding ewes 1952 J.H.Blackwell made reference~~~1e\1r°cr;w Zealand had become Britain's in the country and the fact ch~l:~~well observed chat at chat time there was principal supplier of meat. . nder the current method of disposal still ample room for increases in i;~d~~n~n ~II wa looking forward co what he of the product. However by 1 kac fw cl1e middle of 1954. This meant · 1·h d fa free mar et rom termed the like I oo o . I res co ensure chat its products were h d dope spec1a measu . · h chat the company a to a d II in the market place which wit of cop quality and chat they were presence we 

(14) Th, Nor1hCoT1r,rh11ryGnzm t. 17.1.1947. 
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the freeing of restrictions had become a world market. This seep had brought 

the Kaiapoi works into direct competition not only with other New 

Zealand freezing works but with chose Companie located in rival meat producing 

nations. 
Ac the 1955 Annual General Meeting of shareholder Blackwell was able co 

report chat the company had fared well under a less regulated market. He added 

chat since 1949 the increased use of aerial topdressing, the sowing of pasture and 

control of weeds and rabbit from the air meant chat more pas cure had been brought 

into production increasing the country's primary production. The 1955 meeting 

was the lase one chaired by ].H.Blackwell who retired from the directorate of 

company at chat meeting. Blackwell had been a member of the Board of directors 

since 1915 and chairman since 1929. In many ways the company which he had 

fought so hard co establish in Kaiapoi reflected Blackwell's determination. It was 

a company chat had survived the Great Depression. I c had kept up co dace with 

modern developments in technology and work methods. In chose first forty years 

ic was a company closely identified both with J.H.Blackwell and Kaiapoi. 

A change cook place in the way in which shopping, and in particular grocery 

shopping, was undertaken in the late 1940's. In July 1949 Eric Gray and Company 

opened its refurbished grocery shop. le was described as the most modern grocery 

in orth Canterbury designed on the latest self service lines. le was the first time 

a shop in arch Canterbury was known as a supermarket. There were advantages 

co the shopper as well as co the shop proprietor. The shopper was able co select the 

good for herself from the shelves therefore cutting out the waiting time at the 

counter for service. The self service method meant chat there had co be a wider 

selection for the shopper co chose from giving both the shopper and her family a 

greater variety of goods. The shop proprietor hoped for and got an increase in his 

turnover eh rough the phenomenon of unplanned or impulse buying. New goods 

were able co be displayed in such a way chat they were more attractive co the 

shopper. She could inspect chem more closely without having the feeling chat she 

was wasting the time of either her fellow shoppers or the proprietor. In addition the 

wage structure of the business was able co be held at a minimum level as the 

employees became till operators rather than assistants. It wa a new and exciting 

way of grocery hopping chat gave the Kaiapoi shoppers the feeling chat they were 

sharing in the latest world trend. 

The same unfortunately could not be said about the post office. According co 

H.Owen Hills the pose office in Kaiapoi was one ofche worse in orch Canterbury. 

The building had long before, become coo small for the number of people using it 

and although the pose office authorities had purchased a block of land in Charles 

Street it was going co be some time before the situation improved. 

The early 1950's heralded a number changes in the electricity department. 

A.].Shore, the Borough's electrical engineer from 1941, resigned from his position 

in 1948. In the three years since 1945 Shore had overseen the installation of new 

switchgear and transformers co cope with the Council's decision co move its high 

tension voltage from 3,300 V. co 6,600 V .. This change should have meant that 

Shore's successor C.H.Court had few problems of supply co deal with. However 
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he load rowch began co outstrip earlier 

this did not prove co be the case as t egnt especially in the northern area 

predictions. Low volcage patches be~::;~::/a further three subscaci~ns be built 

ofche borough and so Court recomm f I mmended chat the high ten ion 

allowing the load co be split up. CouCrt urt, ier reco n the change would increase the 
. d JJ000Vln ourcsop1010 I. 

volcage be increase co , · 1 b maintained at the regu anon 

efficiency of the service and allow the supp y co e dations and Court began co 

C -1 oved of all the recommen f 
voltage. The ounct appr k made more difficult by the act 

implement the changes. It was an enofrmous cals ·s sea ff and chat he was obliged co 

h d I ·1 11 number o men on 11 . . I 
that Court a on Y_ a sm, II . All of the planning and organisanona 

maintain the elecmcal supply at a t1~es. f he work wa carried out at night 

work was done by Court _personally an moTslt o ~ark load cook its coll on Court and 
• · · d. ption co consumers. ie -1 · 

so as co m101m1ze isru d d. d f days later. The Counct minute 

in f\larch 1951 he collapsed ~t work an fai~f:I e:~vice" of Court. 

for 19 larch recorded the good and d b I . ppoincment turned out co be of 
I as F Wood war ut 11s a . f 

Court's re_p acement w . r 1951 the Council was once again look111_g or _a n 

a short duranon. ln Novembe . d R G s·1111pson who cook up his dunes 
• Th n appo1nte was • · · 

electrical eng111ee'.. e ma leted his apprenticeship in 1917, had expert-

in January 1952. Simpson, who comp II being employed by the orth 
. k. f vate firms as we as • f b 

ence 111 wor 111g . or pn undertake wiring, the construcc10n o su sea-

Canterbury Elecmc Power Board tHo. .d perience prepared him for the many 

d I ·cal inspector is w1 e ex k . e 
cions an as an e ecm . TI first of these was a purely house ~ep111g on 

changes that were rn cake place. ie n the Kaiapoi consumers. In April 1952 the 

chat nevertheless impacted dtrectly od h cessicated a change in the scale of 

cos t of bulk power was mcreased an t at ne 

charges. . . I reflected the modern trend there was 

Although the changes 111 el~cmcal suhppdy . ed unchanged since the first 
I ' rv1ces chat a remam 

an aspect of tie cown s se The method of sewage disposal was in desperate 

decades of the cwenneth century. 946 h C ncil received a report from the 

d · · ln August 1 t e ou II 
need of mo ~rn1sanon. . Dr Blakelock. The report, while not coca y 

District led1cal Officer of Health, I . localities ofche borough, sewage 

damming of the system, pointed out t iat tn so1,:ie onditions Blakelock recom-
1 d · unsacisfaccory sanitary c · k. 

disposal had rcsu te 111 an . II cl the chance of an epidemic brea 111g 
mended that a modern system be 111sta e as 

out was high. heme for the borough until the 1950's. 

aching was done about a new sewage sc C ·1 asked a consulting engineer, 

During H .Owen Hills' first mayoral term eh\ ~un~ , plan allowed for an increase 

H.G.Royds, rndraw up a plan for t~e ~::~~;dr~~ ,:ichin the 1950 bo_undaries of 

in the populat1on co four chous~n t . he drainage in Cams1de and the 
. . I I II d for an improvement tn t 

Ka1apo1. ta so a owe flooding The sewage was to 

Dudley Drain areas both of whichh w_ere Pd'.omn:n:~cion dig~stion and removal of 
. 1 · ry treatment t at 1s se t , . 

receive on y pnma . ' d. h river Royds considered tt unreason-

sludge before it was co be d1schargfe 111to t eb for.e discharge because he said that 
• I · I standard o treatment e • k 

ableco1mposea i1g1er . cl . h effluencfromRangiora,sept1ccan . 
. I cl contam111ate wit sewage H c1·d 

chenverwasa rea Y ' W II M'll and the Freezing works. e 1 

and industrial wastes from the oo en t 
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concede, however rhar se d · 
rhe future. , con ary trearmenc ofrhe sewage mighr be considered in 

Wirh the presencarion of rh I I C . . 
would be a simple step to et ra~ p/n ro r 1e ouncd It could be surmised rhar it 

the complicared bureaucr!cy rhar ~~et~3;;f;i;:' tnd then raise a loan. However in 

~orakebe_foreicwasabletoobrainap rovali I heCouncdhadanumberofsreps 

n srarted in rhe wrong place and so r~ or a oan. Unforcunarely for the Council 

to rhe Board of Hearl1 ior a re' q ... e prodcessSwas unduly delayed. Ir applied firsr 
u1s1r10n un er ecr·o 22 f h H 

carry our the work While this h d b h I n o r e ealch Acr 1920 to 

meanc rhar rhe Co~ncil was req a_ /en r ~ pracrice, a change in rhe law in 1951 

Board would rhen decide wherhUire to app y ro the Loans Board firsr. The Loan~ 
er or nor a rarepaye • II 

gave approval. If in rhe unl'k I f rs po was necessary before ir 

C 
· , ' 1 e Y evenc o the rare ' II · · 

ouncd s proposal then rl1e Co ·1 Id payers po reJecring rhe 
. . . ' unc1 cou apply r h B d 

requ1smon. The misundersrand' f h o r e oar of Healrh for a 

raising of rhe loan for rhe sewa ing ho t e procedures _meanc rhar approval for rhe 

six monchs afrer rhe plan had ~e sc eme was nor obrained until Seprember 1952 

From the rime f . . een presenred to rhe Council by Royds. , 
o receiving approval for rl I . S 

almosr a year before rhe Council called 1' le oan in eprember 1952 ir was 

Ocrober rhe Mayor reported to as ec· I or renders for rhe sewage scheme. In 

been received by rhe Council bui ali~f ~heeenng rhat five quorar1ons_for rhe job had 

hun_dred rhousand pounds. Ir was decided r:a;:t exceeded rhe e_sr1mar1on of one 

to discuss wirh rhem ways in which rheir r d oyds to meer wnh rhe renderers 

rhe Local Body elections ar rhe end ofOc;~ ered _pnce could be lower~d. During 

rhar one of rhe renderers had i'nd. d h. _bller, Hills srared in an elecnon speech 

I 
. 1care 1s w1 ingness ro I 1 . . 

r le esn ma red price Th is had nor b fi I' ower ne pnce to J usr over 

lefr to rhe new Co~ncil to pur rhe e~n ina _1sed before rhe elecrions and so ir was 

slowness of rhe Hills, Cou nc1· 1 ro sc h1emel in to place. One of rhe reasons for rhe 

d 
• . ger r e sc 1eme srarted · · 

re uce irs mdebredness Th' . I . was irs perceived need ro 
· 1s 1r ac 11eved ar rhe f b - -

scheme, a plan rhar Hills had be k. cosr o eg1nnmg rhe sewage 
TI . en wor mg on for ren yea 

. le msrallarion of rhe sewage scheme . rs. 
mdusrries were arrracred ro rhe b in 1954 meanc rhar new residencs and 

relarively cheap land All of rl . row_n ecause of irs modern faciliries and irs 
· 11s acr1v1ry pushed up h d 

town so much so rhar rhe peak load gre f . 9 r e emand for power in rhe 

Council had ro plan for a new m . wb asrer in I_ 54 rhan at any orher rime. The 

b 
c . am su sranon S1mpso b · 

e,ore his reriremenc bur in the mea r· h j n egan working on rhis 

increased work load. n ime r e e ecrrical sraff had ro cope wirh rhe 

1953 _was rhe beginning of a subsrancial chan e . I . . 
borh by irs own citizens and by o 'd A g in r le percepnon of Kaiapoi 

h 
, urs1 ers. r rhe end f I I b . 

r e electors vored in an almosr enc· 1 C . 0 year oca ody elecr1ons 

a young energeric man who ar rte y new ounc1I. The new Council was lead by 

Kaiapoi and ar rhe rime rhe you my years old was rhe youngest ever mayor of 

N 
. ngesr mayor in ew Zealand 

orman Kirk wirh his famil had r . 
arrracred by rhe availabiliry of ch~a lan;rurned ro_ rhe South Island in 1947 and 

rhere. For rhe nexr eighreen monrl~ Kirk l:i~l~O~ rhe family purchased a secrion 

concrere blocks and consrrucred a h D r e elp ~f his farher, made his own 
ouse. unng rh1s nme the family lived wirh 
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Kirk's parencs in Chrisrchurch. Kirk worked ar the Firestone Tyre Company in 

Papanui and most nighrs he cycled co Kaiapoi co concinue building his house. As 

soon as the house was habitable the family moved in bur this did not mean the end 

of Kirk's long cycle rides as he continued to work at the Firestone factory. 

The Kirk family had arrived in Ocago from Scotland in 1869 and eventually 

settled in rhe Gore area. Kirk's father was a cabinet maker and had married the 

daughter of one of Kaiapoi's pioneer families, rhe J urys. The Jury family belonged 

co the Salvation Army and it was through the Army chat Kirk senior met his wife. 

Norman Kirk was born in Wai mare, but grew up in Christchurch where his father 

had come in search of work during the Great Depression. Ir was during his 

childhood chat orman Kirk became familiar wirh Kaiapoi rhrough his frequent 

visits co his Jury relatives. Kirk was rwelve years old when he left school and his firsr 

job was with a painting firm. After a short time he left co rake up an apprenticeship 

wirh the Railways Departmenr. His firsr posring wirh rhe Department was to 

Frankcon in the Norrl1 Island. Afrer a number of rransfers around the orrh Island 

Kirk evenwally earned his ticker as a Fireman. He left rhe Railways Department 

and was able co obtain a number of jobs with different companies in various arch 

Island cowns. One of these jobs was on the ferries char linked rhe 1orrh Shore in 

Auckland wirh rhe ciry. le was rhrough his involvement with rhe ferries and his 

seagulling work on rhe wharves rhat his formal links wirh rhe Labour Parry began. 

Kirk was elecred the vice president of the Auckland Ferry Workers' Union and as 

such was a delegate co the Waicemata Labour Representation Committee (L.R.C.) 

This began his involvement with the Labour Parry. 

In the first couple of years after his rewrn co the South Island Kirk was coo busy 

co be an active member of the Parry but after the house was habitable Kirk decided 

co reactivate his membership. The Labour Parry had strong support in Kaiapoi. 

The electorate had rewrned Morgan Williams as a member of the first Labour 

Government and he had retained it until the Kaiapoi seat was absorbed into the 

newly created Hurunui electorate in I 946. Throughout ew Zealand, from the 

end of the Second World War, the Labour Party had gone into decline as far as its 

membership was concerned. Kaiapoi was no exception. The members of the 

Kaiapoi Branch were not in regular couch with each other and from the 1949 defeat 

of the Labour Government, very much a dormant group. 

The corpidicy of the Kaiapoi Branch suited the energy and organisational skills 

of Kirk. He had an existing structure with which co work and he was able co enthuse 

enough of chose in Kaiapoi with Labour Party sympathies co wrn it into an active 

branch once more. Under Kirk's chairmanship the Kaiapoi Branch faced its first 

challenge during the 1951 general election. Although the Labour Parry throughout 

che country lose support at the cime of the 1951 election the members in Kaiapoi 

were pleased with the pare they had played in getting members to vote. The 

motivation came from Kirk. After the election the Branch rurned its attention to 

local issue . The Council and its objectives appeared co be removed from the day 

to day lives of che citizens.Under Kirk's guidance the Kaiapoi Branch of the Labour 

Party was determined to present an active programme for the development of 

Kaiapoi. 
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In February 1953 the Kaiapoi Branch of the Labour Party announced its 

intension to run a team of candidates at the local body elections due to be held in 

October. After the Branch 's first choice candidate for the mayoralty, Austin Blakely 

had declined, it seemed obvious to the members that their young energetic 

chairman should be asked to stand as mayor. Kirk accepted the offer and began his 

first electoral campaign as a candidate. The Labour Party candidates for the 

elections were endorsed at a meeting of the Kaiapoi Branch of the Labour Party on 

2--1 September. Ac chat rime Kirk was also the president of the Hurunui Labour 

Representation Committee. Even so ir was a big srep for him to take, as he had no 

previous experience in local body government and for many ofrhe electors, ir was 

thought, rhat his age would count against him. However Kirk was confident enough 

in his own organisational abilities to know rhat he could run a successful campaign 

for rhe mayoralty. There was some criticism from rhe electors abour the fact that 

rhe Labour Party had decided to run a ticker in the election. Kirk countered this 

by scaring char if the Labour Party men had not stood then there would not have 

been a full council as only seven independent candidates had been nominated for 

the nine sear council. Ir was certainly a different situation from the one pertaining 

at rhe previous election when all members of rhe Council were elected unopposed 

with the number of nominations falling shore of the actual number needed for a full 

council. The entry of the Labour team meant that rhere was voter interest in the 

elections. This was demonstrated when three hundred electors attended an 

election meeting in the Rialto Theatre on 29 October to listen to the policies of 

both mayoral candidates and the candidates for the Council. From the electors' 

view point ir was a relativel y quiet meeting with each candidate able to speak 
wichour interruption . 

Even although the policies of the candidates were similar rhere were some 

important differences in style which may have helped the Labour team to its 

victory. Firstl y Kirk 's speech had a dynamism about it. He agreed wirh Hills' 

statement chat Kai apoi had gone ahead bur he felr chat it would go ahead faster with 

a change in administration. Kirk used phrases like:-

"progress and flourish, a mecca for homebuilding, industry 

and commerce" and" Our policy, designed to meet imme­

diate and future needs, will be vigorously implemented by 

a council strong in executive ability." 

By contrast Hills ' more moderate language musr have sounded dull. Hills pointed 

to the record of his Council and promised the same steady policies. He was 

justifiably proud of the Council's programme of debt reduction and he was sure that 

this would provide a springboard for further progress. 

The backgrounds of the Labour Parry candidates may have also given them the 

edge wirh the ordinary voters in a town that was still strongly identified with the 

industrial movement. The suspicion and mistrust between employers and employ­

ees chat had occurred in the country at the time of the 1951 waterfront strike/ 

lockout was still in evidence at the time of the 1953 local body elections. It was not 

therefore surprising to find that the Kaiapoi ratepayers supported men like 

L.R.Peachey and TC.Cross. The former was a bus driver and a member of the 
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. , Union· the latter the Borough Foreman for 
executive of the Canterbury _Dnvers in c~ndidate was H.L.Oram who stood as 

rhe past sixteen years. The highest poll l ar man about him. He had lived in 

an Independent but had an air odf t~ or ~~ 1Js working life at the Woollen Mill 
Kaiapoi for thirty seven years an a spe 

employed as a clerk. e the war memorial building and to begin 

The Labour team was keen to c;mprie~ a new site for the hospital, create a new 

the sewage scheme. It also pledge to 111 l1annels were effectively cleaned, 
, I . ee chat the storm water c . . 

children s p ay111garea, s . b d' s to stop stock trucks from park111g 111 
to give practical assistance to spomng o ,e , 

the main street a~d to erect bus] s:e~te~~-eccions the Kaiapoi voters had co ~ecide 

At the same time as the Joe~ o . y In September the Council had 

whether or not to change . their rat1ng s;s:~:Kaiapoi Residents and Ratepayers 

been presented with a pem1on orga111sedd y d the method of rating to be used 
. . k. f poll to be con ucce on . b 

Assoc1at1on as trn,g or a. . d hundred and nine names and as this num er 

in the Borough. I he pem1on ha two the Council was bound co conduct 

was at least fifteen percent of the ~tepayers b considered by the ratepayers 

a poll. The cwo main i:necho~sc~ \;:~'~fiecopre:ent method and Unimproved 

were Capital Value rac111g w_11 . nd Ratepayers Association supported. 

Value rating which the Kaiapo1 Residents at; CM H set our the differences. In 

In an article in the Nort!t Canterbury qazet.e, . . . . 1· e with the principal 
. . C · 1 v I e rac 111g was more 111 111 

C.M.H. 's op11110n ap1ta au t I estimated and there was a greater 

of "ability co pay". It was more ac~~r:h: !ervices received. Industries paid cl~e1r 

relat1onsh1p between the rac~s pat? al were more fairly distributed. U111m­

fair share of the _races_ and 10Hsp:ca rat~s d 'd not penalize the ratepayer for 
d V I 111 CM s op11110n, ' ·1d· 

Prove a ue rac111g, · · · I ed good quality home bu1 111g. 
d h · roperty c encou rag f 

improvements one to is P · . 1 lace le encouraged the release o 
. d cs were easier to ea cu · . 

Valuat1ons an assessmen d I al employment through the st1mu-

land onco the market and en~~~;as:~ o~~d the Capital Value rating system. In 

lation ofche build111g trade.(1.5) pkp . k was the presence of more rate-
. . • II h eeded to ma e tt wor . h 

his op1111on a t at was n p d 'daces pointed out chat without t e 
. h The Labour arty can t TI 

payers 111 t e town. . Id not be attracted co the town. 1e 

Unimproved Value system_n_ew ratepfaye1s 7ouge co the Unimproved Value rating 
result of the poll was a dec1s1ve vote or a c 1an 

system. . H L Oram G Yellowlees and R.D.Evans 
Three of the Independent cand1d_aces, . . d 'at~ng wi eh R. Monk the fourth 

who had been on the prev10us council ~ere rec~;~: Council was made up ofche five 

Independent candidate to be_scand. ~t ~esco I C T Williams had been on the 

highest polling_Labour cand1dat~-C C;os:se/~ tac~e;mole, L.V.McEwen along 
previous council. L.R.Peachey, · · ' · · 

with Kirk were new co local body governme~t. t the outcome of the elections in 

Although The Press expressed some surpnseha local level. The only written 
. . h ed co be no surpnse at t e . d "A 

Ka1apo1 t ere seem d · a piece of doggerel entttle 
opposition co the Labour team was expresse 111 

(15) ,\forth C1111trrln11y G11z.eff,, 29.9.195.'\. 
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~:::,-ing Tole" published in the North Canterbury Ga~ette, the lase two lines of which 

"There's loyalty here and it follows 
That hills may obscure the new kirk." (16) 

However as the piece was over the by-line of "R . S ". 
tongue in cheek. av,ng t It may well have been 

The 1953 local body elections gav b k K . . . 

f;:: ::~~c; i~~:t:~s::~:tfnntothtehtoN,~n 1~:c i~l~Ppa~;f:i~~~~~i;; i~~~:~c;:;1;~:b::~ 
. . e ac1ona arty held H · l 

lease within the town boundaries Kaiapoi could . I f II ~runu1 e ectorate. Ac 
Labour town. ng 1t u Y point to the face 1c was a 

Ac the installation meeting on 10 ovember 1953 . 
for their support and said chat he hoped chat the town K1r\tankkedf the public 
gress dunng che term of the . wou ma e urther pro­
Parcy in Kaiapoi Morgan w·n,,ew counc1I. The grand old man of the Labour 

. , 1 tarns was present at eh · 
his congratulations to Kirk on attaining the m I . e meettng and offered 
The_ocher grand old man of local governmenta\~t/:~ttot at such a young age. 
In his speech Vicke offered . ' · · · tc ery, was also present. 
on how some of eh; duties c;~;~\:u!n::~10n~ top the new mayor_ and council 
Residents and Ratepayers Associac· ace · .J.Ell, the president of the 
councillors and added that he ho edto~ congratu_laced the mayor and the new 
many anomalies in the town C f w·~11_e new racing system would not cause too 
Deputy Mayor. . . . t tarns was voted by the Council to be the 

Ac the first business meeting of the Council 16 N . 
have a phone installed in the M , on ovember tt was resolved to 

by the Council. Ir seems incredi~~r tn ~~;s: ~he re~r and rnstallarion to ~e paid for 
majority of people in the count char in ays o instant communicatton for the 
nor afford to have a phone ins~iled in ~i95~ an asp1nng mayora l c~ndidace could 
phone had to be paid for by the C ·1 T~ ome an~ even after his electton the 
of the first year of this young and ~nue:Cl ~rien e 1;ress1o_n gained from the minutes 
plot "a steady as she goes" cours pi . bee ounctl was char tt was conrenr to 

Th I . . e untt tt ecame more experienced 
e on Y ma3or undertaking w h f · 

the Council was able to attract invesr~srsra e sr~r ~ r~e s~wage scheme for which 
pound loan. The ma·or inv • swe as 1avrngr eonehundredrhousand 

Board. The Kirk Cou~cil als~s~~~t;e~h~h:~~age scheme was the Ka_i Tahu Trust 
the disruption to their lives that such a m . e be~r way to have the c1t1zens accept 
would cause was to involve them . h a10; un. ertakrng as the sewage scheme 
scheme. To that end the Counc·l d rn~ ~ p annrng and implementation of the 
to hire fifteen work:nen and a ~ ec1 e to contract to do the work itself. It had 

pounds worth of specialised equr~r:an~. a~:ell as buying about five thousand 
overseen by Kirk. p e management of the scheme was 

Apart from rhe sewage scheme rhe Council b . . . . 
pro jeers that were seen as viral to the g h edgdan rnvesttgar1ons into two other 

rowr an evelopment of the town. The 

( 16) No11h C1111terbttry Gnze11,. 28. 10.1953. 
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first was one of the planks in the Labour P arty 's campaign. Ir had pledged to find 
a site for a new hospital. In April 1954 the Mayor reported that it was rhe feeling of 
rhe town chat a new hospital should be built rather than have the old one 
refurbished. The Mayor was to place these views before the Hospital Board. The 
second investigation began in December when the Council gave the Mayor 
authority to consult with the Minister of Education about the establishment of a 

high school in the town. 
The matter of a high school was given more of an impetus with the burning 

down of the Manual Training school on 21 January 1955. The Member for 
Parliament for Hurunui, W.H.Gillespie, visited the site and assured the local 
leaders char he saw the importance of retaining the manual school in Kaiapoi. Kirk 
was authorised by the Council to approach rhe Minister of Education, R.M.Algie, 
to stress the need of the community for a secondary school. The tenor of his 
arguments were probably echoed by the arch Canterbury Ward representative on 
the Canterbury Education Board, F.T.Ager, when he initiated a discussion about 
the establishment of a new high school in Kaiapoi at a combined meeting of the 
Canterbury Education Board and the Rangiora High School Board of Governors in 
April. Ager also agreed with the suggestion from R.R.Beauchamp char a high school 
should also be built at Culverden so char the general trend of country children being 

educated in the city was reversed. 
Boch the need for a secondary school and the retention of the manual train­

ing school would assume greater significance in the following decade. In 
the meantime the demographic phenomenon known as the baby boom was 
creating problems for the Kaiapoi Borough School. The baby boom was due to 
the return of the service men and rhe great desire of the population as a whole 
to return to a normal existence. In this context, it meant for many, starting a 
family as soon as practicable. The large numbers of babies born in the first few years 
after rhe war and the great shortage of both materials and skilled labour especially 
in the building trade meant chat by 1949-50 many schools did not have the room 
to cope with the numbers of enrolments. In 1948 the Kaiapoi Borough School 
coped by using a classroom in the Manual Training School. However in 1949 this 
option was not available. The Canterbury Education Board had to erect a 
large marquee in the west end of the school grounds to house the large number of 
pupils enrolled at the school. The marquee had a wooden floor so chat both the 
children and the furniture had a hard surface on which to work and stand on. 
This arrangement worked well for about the first month of the 1949 school year. 
Indeed it was thought rhac rhe conditions were very pleasant in the marquee in the 

hoe dry February weather. 
Unfortunately March heralded a change in the weather to lower tem­

peratures and more rain. Whenever it rained the marquee leaked and although 
the wooden floor prevented the place from becoming a quagmire, conditions 
were so bad char the children in the marquee had to be absorbed into the 
already crowded permanent classrooms. The School Committee were reassured by 
the Minister of Education, T.H.McCombs, who said chat schools, such as Kaiapoi 
Borough, which had to have marquees were first on the list for new buildings. 
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It was th erefore with relief in ~fay 1949 that the ~eh IC . 
report char stead y pro ress was be· 

00 ommmee was able co 
Borough School. g 111g made on the new block of classrooms ar the 

!he strain placed on the Kaiapoi electricic sta ff and . . 
engineer Simpson came co a head in 1955 I M y I f I 111 pamcu_lar on r_he 

Council electrical consultant R D V . I . n arc 1 o r iar yea r the T1maru C1ty 
. . , · - e1rc 1 was e mployed by eh K · · B 

~e\~;l~~~~i:!~~bdleedmtshcahrabc had ar_iseln esbpecially in the area of~1e ::rc~;1in~;~;~ 
are sw1tc 1es e used a d h I 

from the allied equipment in order co m k . n r at t iey were kept separate 

rim e switches on the water heating . a e 111sp~cc1on and repair work easier. The 

His investigations showed ch at iftl units were~ so a source of concern for Veitch. 

then the Council could lose ie time sw1tc es were faulty and control was lose 
. . up to seven hundred pou id . 

eleccncu:y purchases. It was recommended eh h C I. s per quarter on l[S 

ma111sw1rchwirh a hi herru r 1 · 
. arr e ouncd procure a temporary 

urged the use of polegs ubsr:Ci~~12:~:~1~c1ry fro~ V~iccl~. His las e recommendation 

enclosed gro und substa c1·ons It . were ea cu ace co be more efficient than 
. · was 11nportant co the co ·1 · · f 
Increase in the use of elecrriciry in the Bar h unc1 111 view o the rapid 

produce and to ensure, as far as was possibl:ur~ to gee the maximum use of the 

Once Veicch's recom d . , at wastage was at a m1111mum. 
men anon s were adopt d · b . 

there were problems in mana emenc cha , e it ecame obvious char 

the electricity department. Yn June 1 ~5
;er~ do~n-grading the efficiency of 

Committee, L.R.Peachey, was asked b the~ ie c airman of r_he Electricity 

co him about the electricity de arrme~c. Of ayo r to 11st the points of concern 

profit recorded in the trading trea A d ' moscpconcern was the very small 

poor management Simpson ·,c . cedar I 111dg co eachey this was a result of 
· - · , seeme ia not bee · -
Instrucnons and his lax supervision f h'. ff n carry111g out Council 

lace co work on a dail y basis In Pe oh '.s sea_ . meant chat they were arriving 

sta ff was required co do was i~ ~c ey s op1111on, much of the work char the 

that the number of wiring St~;rro llftlve areas. The Mayo r was of the opinion 

department and because of a lack ~~~ aye~ wa~ too large for the size of the 

inefficiently. a miniS tranon th e number was being used 

Simpson's answers to these char e ·11 . . 
operations often face when eh . bg s I uscrared the d1fficulnes char small 

· eir us111ess beco 
Simpson was employed by the C ·1 . mes more complex. When 
• 

1 
. ounc1 1r was look 111 ~ f 

ica experience who could do cl k d g or a man o pracr-
. . ie war nee ed to kee I I f 
1c1cy constant. Simpson's background made hi . p ne supp y o _e leccr-

few years of his employment the sim le m an ideal. choice bur w1ch111 a 

complex business char needed p suppl_y of eleccnc1cy had turned into a 
. a person who 111 add. · d . 

pracr1cal pare of the J·ob had to I b bi, . man to un ersrand111g the 

h 
' a so e an a e adm111 St s· · 

e preferred to be out workin 
O 

h 1. 
1 ra~or. 1mpson said char 

work, including the supervisi!n ;/eh: ~~a% r~;~er~han do111g eh~ adminiscr~cive 

his dunes Including the reassurance char he.was e bi ouncd gave Simpson a 11st of 

refused to accept his lawful ·1nsc . I a e to sack employees who had 

d S
. ructions. c was obvio b h h C 

an 1mpson chat rhe job had out h. . us to oc t e ouncil 

situation was for the Council to gr_own his skdls. The only way of improving the 
give c e eng111eer a list of mscruccions and to 
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insist char he carry chem out to the letter. Simpson for his part hoped chat he would 

be relieved of his financial duties. 
This episode in the history of the Borough's electrical department illustrates 

the growing complexity of business in the second half of the cwenciecl1 cenwry. I c 

was no longer sufficient to have a practical appreciation of how things work. Ir had 

become essential co have managerial and organisational skills chat could cope with 

the increased demands chat the customers made on the service. The change co 

supermarket selling in the grocery trade was analogous to the changes char were 

needed in the electricity department. However 1955 was not yet the right rime for 

such changes co cake place and so the solution arrived at by the Council owed more 

co the old way of running the electrical department than an adaptation co a new sec 

of conditions in society. 
Housing was still of viral concern to Kaiapoi in the second half of the 1950's 

although there was a different emphasis. There was no longer rhe need for cheap 

shore term accommodation such as the transit housing scheme provided immedi­

ately after the war. By March 1957 when a suspicious fire destroyed three of the flats 

and did some damage to the Borough Hall rhe occupancy race had fallen away to 

the extent chat the Council did nor consider it worth while to consider replace ment. 

However there was a continuing need fora more permanent type of housing. Since 

the early l 950's the Council had pursued a vigorous policy of land sub-division for 

housing but a survey conducted in 1955 showed chat there was a growing need for 

state houses, for group housing and for pensioners cottages. 

A Methodist minister, the Reverend B. Riseley, cook up the challenge to 

provide pensioner housing. His scheme earned him the sobriquet of "Kaiapoi's 

house building parson." Riseley wrote seeking the Council's approval for a 

reduction in the size of sections for his old people 's settlement which was co be built 

at the end of Cressy Avenue. The plan was to build five single units of three 

hundred square feet, each unit co be separated by a low fence and the whole co be 

under the supervision ofa trained nurse. The Council decided not to make a special 

departure from the minimum section size of twenty four perches so chat Riseley's 

plans for an intimate settlement of pensioner cottages could not be achieved. This 

did not deter Riseley from proceeding wi eh his plans in a modified form. In add i cion 

co this private initiative, the Council embarked on its own scheme of pensioner 

housing. 
A pensioner cottage scheme had first been mooted by the Borough Council in 

1944 but it was not until 1956 chat the scheme got under way. In February of chat 

year people were invited co make applications for inclusion in a Council pensioner 

housing scheme. The loan for this scheme was sanctioned by the government in 

1957 and eight flats able co accommodate cwo people each were built on a site 

between Hilton and Raven Streets which had been known as Cam Street. Cam 

Street which had been closed for a number of years was repossessed by the Council 

in 1947 and until the pensioner housing scheme came into effect had been a waste 

area. The concrete block flats were designed by the architect of the Rial co Theatre 

and the war memorial building, Colin Lamb. These double units were supple­

mented by the building of eight single units . The first block of four were opened 
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in Ocrober 1958 and the second block in December 1960 on land purchased from 

H.O.Hayward. This scheme was completed in 1964 with the construction of a 

further four units. It would seem that by the early 1960's that Kaiapoi was well 
served in the pensioner housing area. 

The dual control of the beach settlements by the Rangiora County Council 

and the Kaiapoi Borough Concil had always been a cause of concern for 

the residents at the beach. It appeared co them that they did not get good va lue for 

the rates wh ich they paid co the county and neither did they get good value from 

the rents which they paid co the borough. In the opinion of the residents it 

was essentia l that their Association continue co push the Borough Council 

for improvements co the facilities in the settlements. In March 1947 The Pines 

Beach Association assumed the task of representing the Kairaki residents as 

their association, The Kairaki Hut Owners Association, appeared co be defunct. In 

many ways chis was desirable as in the past the two associations had often worked 

against each other. Each year the The Pines Beach Association submitted a report 

to the Council which contained the work that it considered critical for that year as 

well as a wish list for work that it wou ld like co be done. By and large 

the routine maintenance work with the trees and the Oval at The Pines and at the 

camping ground at Kairaki were carried out. The relationship between 

the Borough and The Pines Beach Association on ly became strained when the 

Association asked for major work to be undertaken. This occurred in May 

1948 when the Association pointed out that the water lying on Beach Road was 

creating a hazard. The Council's terse reply informed the Association that it 

cou ld not solve the problem as the Main Highways subsidy for Beach Road had 
been severely pruned. 

However the relationship between the beach settlements and the borough 

was even more strained from 1953 onwards with the adoption of the Unimproved 

Value rating system by the borough. The rents had always been tied co the 

value of the land and under the Capital Va lue system this meant that the rents 

were reasonably low. The concerns of the residents were spelt out by a deput­

ation from the Association which met with the Reserves Committee at a 

special meeting on 1 November 1955. The secretary of the Association, W.Gellen, 

cold the Council that the Association was seeking a reduction in the Unimproved 

Value rating system placed on their properties at the Pines. The Mayor replied 

chat the Counci l, as landlord, was seeking an increase in rentals but that it 

should be based on the government valuation rather than the unimproved 

value. The obvious benefit from this move would be chat neither the lessees 

nor the lessor would be involved in calcu lating the va luation on the land. This 

seemed co satisfy the deputation but the next action of the Counci l put a dent 

in the relationship of the two bodies. At the Reserves Committee meeting held 

on 9 November a motion proposed by the Mayor and seconded by Coun­

ci llor McEwen instructed the Town Clerk co write co the lessees co inform 

chem that their rentals would be based on the 1953 unimproved values. The 

Pines Beach Association appeared co accept the action as legitimate but was 

less inclined co trust the Council. The Mayor was reported co have said in 
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. Th p· s Beach Association and 
December 1956 cha_t the cens1~1ne ~:~~e~F the ~o~~~i l but chat it ha_d started 

the Borough Cou_ncd was not I . h had come inro effect the previous year. 
with the increase in rental ~harges dw i~c f duplicity also on both sides, was 

This lack of trust on both sid es anf al egre~i° s chat d~al control of the beach 
co hinder the speedy resolunon o tie pro em 

settlements imposed on the residents. N Kirk had grown in confidence and 
By the end of his first mayoral term orman . . m ace As an 

in che minds ofd1e Kaiap?i ratepayer~ he h:iJe:::~/i!a~~st~~:~~:~ c~ n~te che 

indication of Kirk's. growing perso~l~e ~iu~ci l minutes. When he first became 
striking change Ill his signatu re on mall and cramped but by the time 
mayor at the end of 1953 the signature was very s h d f 1957 Kirk was 

. . arliamentary career at t e en ° 
o_f h~s res_1gnat1on t? :urs~e ~ p rish chat it rook up a couple of lines on the pag~. 
signing hi s nam_e wit sue a _ou . . n that Kirk had grown in the job. Council 
This of course is not the on ly ind1cat1_0 h f lanning for the Borough rather 

meetings became °:ore co~cerne~ew1~ad ~~~~ :C the start of his local body work. 

than just keepmg_ things go~n_g ~t r ~ 1957 when at an informal meeting with the 

An example of this occurre m . a c . . mittee of Councillors and business­

Kaiapoi Businessm~~ 's Associac_1~~~ ~~~~~~~~~oad outlets from Christchurch. The 
men was formed to iscuss poss1 h of an impact on Kaiapoi than the 

route chosen for such a road wou ld dave mo~e nearly a century earlier. It was vital 

possible railway routes chat h~d ~een h~~~~~;oute of the northern road was under 
that the rown be alerted co t e . act t . repared co make a case for the 

discussion and that the Kaiapo1 _cobmmu01ty waansdp lifestyle Another example of 
h. 1 c favoured their usinesses · . 

1 route w 1c 1 mos en in the increase of specia 
Kirk '~" hands on" app~oach co local ~oc~e~~s;:s~ca:~sf~~mulace policy on one ropic. 

meetings. These meecmgs were hel . f r the Councillors it ensured that 

Although this method . meant_ mor~ cT:~:~:g~ such as fire prevention were not 
important areas of adm101scrat1on o i . htl meecin s ofche Council. 

lose i~ the general housekeepin~ of c~:r1~~~a;;i;~~1;dy ~lectionsgand the Counci l 

kK1rk was elec~~~yu~~~ti;~oo~n ~ich seven of the nine councillors being Labour 
too onamoreso I • 11· candidate remained the Independent, 
Party men. However the highest po mg k ble for one of the fa iled candidates 
H L O The e lection were more remar a d 

· · ram. f I M AO Williams decided co scan as an 
than for chose who were success u. rs .do. so in the Borough's hisrory. Mrs 

Independent can~idat\/~e :r~t woma~o t~as a Council lor from 1950-53. She was 
Williamswasmamedro .. I ia~sw l cinanumberofwomen'sgroups. 

well known in the Borough for her invo ve;~n nd the lase elected member of the 

Mrs Williams P?lled around se~e~cy ~oc;s w:s ~ fairly successful attempt and she 

Council which in the context o t e c1m s n to offer themselves for election. 

certainly showed the way for other w?me as confirmed with the 1956 local 

Kaiapoi's status as a working~a~ ~ town ewmore of an aberration in the loca l 

body_ elections and along with ch1sc;~veef~~he so lidly National Party voting seat 

polmcal sc~ne.Jt ;~s ag~a~c°~:dennoc adopt a siege mentality its approach was 
of Hurunu1 an at _ou f asaccraccedtotheareawho hadmore 
seen as different. A different type o person w 
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in common with those who had settled in the northern suburb of Papanui in 

Ch riscch urch and Bel fast than wi eh the people of neighbouring Rangiora. Perhaps 

an indication ofche different outlook in the town can be seen in the founding ofa 

Rugby League club in the town. The Reverend Childs in his history of the town 

reported that a Rugby League Club (the Northern Union game) had been formed 

with a great flourish in 1920 but chat because the traditions of rugby were so 
ingrained it did not survive more than a couple of seasons.(17) The traditions muse 

have been weakened by the mid l 950's when a substantial number of schoolboys 

and men bega n play ing for the Papanui Ru gby League Club. It appears chat durin g 

the 1956 season a couple ofceams began pl ay ing in the town competition under the 

name ofKaiapoi buc scill under the administration of the Papanui Club. On 21 June 

1957 at a me_ecing of between forty and fifty people the Kaiapoi Rugby League 
Club was revived. The Patron was N .E. Kirk and the president was D .C.Isherwood 

with the secretary being L.C.Neilson. A representat ive from the Papanui Club, Mr 

Griffiths, said chat there were five Kaiapoi boys in his schoolboy team chat the 

Kaiapoi Club could ca ll on as soon as there was a prospeccof a schoolboy team being 

formed. The fledgling club received a much needed boost co its funds for 

schoolboy teams on 7 Jul y when a benefit game was played between Papanui , the 
leader in the senior competition, and Hornby. The game was played on the Oval 
and attracted a large crowd. 

Rugby League with its connections co the industrial towns in the north of 
England and its stronghold, at chat time in New Zealand, being among the mining 

towns of the West Coast was regarded as a working man's game. Jc is no surprise 

that the game began co find favour with Kaiapoi people in the l 950's. As a corollary, 

the 1950's for the Kaiapoi Rugby Club was a difficult decade in so far as numbers 

were concerned. 1955 in particular, saw club numbers decline co such an extent 

that the club was only able to enter two reams, an under five scone team and an open 

Junior team, in chat year's competitions. An interesting difference emerged 

between the two codes. In I 958 the Rugby Club requested chat its open 

grade reams be permitted co play their games early in order co allow the team 

members to gee home in time co milk the cows. No similar request has been 

recorded by the Rugby League Club suggesting chat Rugby attracted men from the 

surrounding small farms whereas League 's strength came from the townsfolk who 

were able to arrange their work around their commitment co the game. The other 

fact co note about the two codes was chat they were both involved in the 

Christchurch competitions. In other words neither code at chat time saw itself as 

belonging to North Canterbury. In the case of League this has continued co the 

present day. However the Rugby Club began co sever its association with the 

Canterbury Rugby Football Union in 1965 when it applied for dispensation co 
enter its senior team and its under eighteen team in the North Canterbury Rugby 

Football Sub Union competition. The change was completed in 1977 when all of 

the Kaiapoi Rugby Club's teams were entered in the North Canterbury Sub 
Union's competition. 

( 17) North Co111erb11ry Cozette, 16.3.1 934. 
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The Kaiapoi Rugby League Club began playing its home games a_c the 

Domain but the opening of Murphy Park on 22 M arc_h _1958 saw an assoc1at1on 

which has lasted until the present day. Although William Murphy _had bequ­

eathed the area co the borough i c had been run as a farmby Mr Wade until July 195 7 

when the Rugby League Club and the Kaiapoi Athlec1cs Club began the ~rduous 

job of levelling che sire and getting it read y for use as a spores ground. l\luch of 

the levelling work was done by bulldoze rs drive n by R._Bailey and ~.Hammond. 

Members of the cwo clubs spent many hours preparing and sowmg the area 

in suitable grass, felling cress and general work co prepare the a rea for spores 

activities. At the opening J.Hullen, who was the President of the Athlet1cs club 

and Secretary of che League Club, paid tribute co chose who had wor,ked so 

hard The opening was celebrated by a practice match for the schoolboys teams 

and ~ game between che newly formed Kaiapoi Senior ~ugby Le_ague team and 

the Linwood Rugby League Club side. The face chat the L111wood side won by only 

one point gave che Kaiapoi supporters hope chat their ream would do well 111 fucure 

compec1t1ons. . . C 
The only conditions of use chat the Council imposed on the League lub were 

chat the goal poses muse be removed after each match, chac_ca rs were nor allowed 

on the grounds and chat there was co be_ no charge for admission to the gro_und. The 

Club was glad co abide by chose cond1t1ons 111 order co have a purpose-built ground 

for its use. W I d f h 
The period from che beginning of the ~econd World _ ar co t 1e en o t e 

l 950's saw a gradual change in che perception chat Karnpo1 had o_f ns_e!f. At the 

beginning ofthe rime under consideration t!1e cown was v1_ewed by 1cs cmzens and 

outsiders as a country cown with an indusmal base. In spice of the steady growth 

of both the Woollen Mill and che Freezing works it seeme~ chat the town was 

stagnating. Its lost generation from the First World War comb111ed with the absent 

generation from che Second Wbrld War meant no growth in_ terms of the popula­

tion. This posed enormous problems for che local admm1scra~1on becaus~ there was 
no increase in population and there was a decrease 111 ava ilable hous111g. le was 

difficult for the Borough Council co attract new people co the town and it was 
unable co obtain government help for housing because of 1cs scac1c population 

figures. The cown cook on an almost shameful atr. _Apathy seemed to be a by-word. 

The cown saw itself as either a backwater or as an 111dusmal cown so different from 

its neighbours chat it curned in_wards on itself. _ . . 
This atcicude remained unt1l che Kirk mayoralty . Kirk was able_co cap1calise on 

the careful management of previous Councils as well as be111g the mhemor of two 

schemes, che war memorial building and the sewage scheme, which gav_e the cown 
·d · · If e more There was also a more widespread opt1m1sm 111 the pn e 111 1tse one . _ . 

country as it seemed, as if at che most, peace or Ill the lea t, a non-combat1ve war, 

was dominating world politics. The world economy had adapted itself co the 

demands of peacetime and as at the end of the First World War, New Zealan_d was 

well placed co cake advantage of the demand for food and fibre. The surge 111 the 

birch rate at the end of che war had begun co create problems for both local and 

national governments as neither branch of government had planned for such a 
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bhenomenon. The lack of space in schools was just one example of how rhe bab 

rhoa~~hcaused problems, as wa~ the lack of adequate housing. One of the request~ 

·11 e appointee to the posttton of Borough foreman in the mid 1950's made 

I h ustr~tedd the need for appropriate housing. He asked that the Borough provide a 

t ree e roo°: house to accommodate his nine children . 

. Norman Kirk, the young energetic mayor, personified in many wa s rhe new 

view that rhe_town began to adopt of itself. Kirk had come from rhe ~rrh Island 

and found Ka1apo1 attractive because of the cheap land. He was a working man with 

~~o_uni fan~l y who fitted l~to the Kaiapoi community. The fact that his job in 

_nstc urc meant that Kirk had to commute, in common with man others 

pointed to a future Ka1apo1 as a dormitory suburb of eh t · y ' 
I · f · a city. 

eh t ~ is t'r to ass~~e that the Kirk mayoralty gave Kaiapoi char spark of difference 

ha is O r;n nee e to turn the collective attitude around from apathy to zeal As 

r e town aced a new decade the future of che town seemed secure. · 
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STABILITY A D CHA GE 

li 
t was apparent, from 1954, that the Kaiapoi mayoralty was nor the pinnacle of 

N.E.Kirk's political ambition. In the general election of that year he stood 

as the Labour Party candidate in the Hurunui electorate against the incum­

bent, William Gillespie, who represented rhe National Party. The campaign was 

cough for Kirk in the overwhelmingly National Party sear bur unsurprisingly he 

made a good showing in Kaiapoi itself. Kirk managed to secure one thousand and 

six votes of the one thousand eight hundred and sixteen votes cast in the three 

polling booths in Kaiapoi. Gillespie's total was five hundred and thirty four, the 

balance of the votes being case for the Social Credit candidate, W.L.Cate. Kirk was 

also able to secure a lead over Gillespie at the Brooklands, Eyre well Forest, Kaianga 

and South brook polling booths. This good showing was a factor in his selection as 

the Labour Party's candidate at the next general election in the more marginal 

Lyttelton seat. In 1954 H.R.Lake had managed to retain Lyttelton for the National 

Parry by rwenry-four votes from the Labour candidate T. McGuigan. Lyrtelton 

therefore was one of the sears most likely to change to the Labour Parry in the 1957 

general election. Kirk succeeded, managing to secure a majority of approximately 

six hundred votes over Harry Lake and thus taking his place in a Labour Party 

Government. In many ways ic was fortunate for the young Kirk that his first taste 

of national government was as a member of the ruling parry and it paralleled his 

experience in local government where he had also been part of a majority parry on 

rhe Council. 
Kirk's election to Parliament meant changes for Kaiapoi. He had indicated 

during the campaign that if he won the Lyttelton sear he would become resident 

in that electorate. Of course this meant leaving Kaiapoi and the mayoralty. Kirk 

chaired his lase Council meeting on 16 December 1957 with his resignation to cake 

effect a month lacer on 15 January 1958. le seemed char as a matter of course the 

deputy mayor, C.T.Wi lli ams, would become mayor with either an election or an 

appointment to fill the vacancy on che Council. However nothing is certain in 

policies, so the saying goes, and strong rumours began to circulate in Kaiapoi chat 
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there would be an election for the mayoralty. The proprietor of the Mandeville 

Hotel R.1-1.Bates was mentioned by the Not1h Ca11terb11ry Gazette as a possible 

candidate. The paper went on to report that Bares, a well known boxing trainer, 

would stand as an Independent and it was posrulared that he would attract rhe vores 

of staunch Labour Parry members. The paper also suggested rhar H.L.Oram and 

the Reverend Risely could also be candidates. (I ) In che event none of che men 

mentwned 111 the report put his name forward and a poll was not required. It is 

111mgu111g however to speculate on what was behind che rumours. It is difficult to 

escape che conclusion that a small number of people, possibly Labour Parry 

supporters_, were opposed to Williams succeeding Kirk in rhe mayoralty and chus 

by cm: ular111g rumours_, other candidates might be encouraged to stand against him. 

C. f.Wilhams was 111stalled as Mayor ar a special meeting of rhe Council on 17 

February 195_8._In becoming Mayor Williams followed in the footsteps of his facher, 

C. !organ \Vil hams. Charles Thomas Williams, usually known as Charlie, was rhe 

eldest of Morgan and Karie Williams 's six children. He was born ar Ohoka in 1908 

and on leaving school carried on his father 's interest in potato growing. He was first 

elected to rhe Council in 1939 and 

served until 1941. Williams nexrgained 

office in 1950 and remained a council­
lor until his elevation to Mayor in 1958. 

The Council had elected him as Kirk's 
Deputy Mayor in 1953, a position he 
retained until he succeeded Kirk five 
years lacer. Williams was also a mem­

ber of che last Waimakariri Harbour 
Board from 1941 until its abolition in 

1946. As a potato farmer he was elected 
a growers' representaci ve for che north­

ern half of rhe Souch Island onto the 
Potato Board from 1956 until 1959. 

Williams had a strong interest in rhe 
arrs and was responsible for reviving 
the W.E.A. in Kaiapoi. He was chair­
man ofrhe Kaiapoi W.E.A. ar the rime 

he became Mayor. In his spare rime 
Charlie Williams enjoyed painting, 

Ch11rles Thomas 1Vi/lit1111s - co 11rtesy Kaillpoi Mllseum sculprur_ing, pottery and stone polish-
111g and 1r was through these interests 

that he became a member of the Canterbury Society of Arcs and later rhe chairman 

of the North Canterbury Community Arts Council. (2) 

C.T. Williams was_ panicula~ly interested in the reopening of the Kaiapoi 

Harbour. In parcnersh1p w1ch his father, Williams ran the shipping agency of 

( I ) .Vot1h C11111erb111y C{lze/le, 30.1.1958. 

(2) ll'i//i(lms Peter. TheS{lvi/1 S{lgn. pi 13. 
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C.Morgan Williams and Son Ltd . It was a nacural extension of his business interests 

char he should be in favour ofrhe harbour re-open111g. In November 1957 C.J.Ros_s 

of the Collingwood Shipping Company informed the Kaiapoi_ Borough Cou_ncil 

that the company was interested in running cargo between Ka1apo1 and Welling­

ton. The company enquired of the Council how much cargo could _be expected to 

come from Kaiapoi. The Council's response was to set up a commmee cons1st111g 

of the chairman of the Harbour Committee, the Town Clerk and Councillor 

Wi lliams. 
The committee's brief was to select a suitable person to make a survey of the 

potential inward and outward cargo. The committee was inscructe_d_ to ensure that 

the survey proceeded as soon as possible. However noth111g positive was put 111 

place until the end of January 1958 when C.T.Wilhams aga111 ra1s_ed the matter of 

a survey of the potential trade to and from rhe port. Williams advised_ rhe_Council 

that a Christchurch sawmill was interested in using the port at Ka1apo1 to ship 

timber to Wellington. Williams pointed out that there were four sawmills in the 

vicinity of Kaiapoi which might be similarly inclined. On 3 February 1958 

C.T.Williams, T.L.Williams and the Town Clerk, Conch, met with representa­

tives of the hipping companies interested in using the port. The Councillors were 

able to inform the shipping representatives that an appoimment was about tO b_e 

made for a person to carry out a survey of local businesses . On the following day 1r 

was announced that a public relations officer, B.\Vheatley, had been engaged by 

rhe Borough Council to interview one hundred and eighty businesses. It was 

estimated that the cask would rake Wheatley about rwo months to complete. 

Wheatley presented a comprehensive report to the Council on 21 April. The 

survey revealed rhar there would be enough cargo both inwards and outwards to 

support a vessel capable of carrying between one hund_red and rwo hundred rans 

of cargo. Wheatley listed paints, ranges, rubber goods, oil products and flax fibre as 

being rhe most likely inwards cargo. It was estimated that there would bear least 

rwo hundred tons of flax fibre coming into the port each month. The outwards cargo 

would consist of seasonal crops such as po ta roes, onions and grains with a year round 

cargo of timber. . 
At the next Council meeting Councillor Oram expressed his concern over the 

scheme. He was prepared to agree that it go ahead on the understanding that only 

the minimum amount of money be spent on restoring the wharf. Oram argued that 

if the scheme failed, rhe Council should not lose coo much money on it. A lett~r 

from the Secretary of the Marine Department was also formall_y noted as 1r 

contained a warning for the Council. In response to an earlier Council letter ask1n_g 

for the Department' s advice on the re-opening of the port the Secretary made it 

clear that rhe project would nor have any fiscal support from the government. 

Consequently the Council was urged to consider rhe cost of ma111tenance_and the 

likelihood of the permanency of rhe shipping service as well as the 1mmed1ate cost 

of the scheme. 
However the concerns of Oram and the Secretary of the Marine Department 

when set alongside the Wheatley report did not appear co be significant. The 

Council was keen ro proceed with the scheme as it seemed co offer Ka1apo1 another 
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dimension to its commercial life. The Mayor reminded chose present char a pore 

had worked in Kaiapoi in years gone by and there seemed to be no reason to doubt 
chat ic would work again. 

There was also concern among the public of Kaiapoi chat the re-opening of the 

pore would mean a reduction in services in the borough. These concerns were given 

voice in the North Canterbury Cazef/e on 3 April with the publication of a poem 

entitled "Kaiapoi A Port Again. Why.?" over the pseudonym "C.B." In the poem 

"C.B. " complained about the scare of the roads in the borough reflecting the 

potential for damage to cars and a irresponsibility for broken bones. The lase four 
lines sum up "C.B.'s" posicion:-

"Forgec the Pore - e'en cake up spore 
Upon Bill Murphy 's Park, 
And if you ' re nor a shingle shore 
Don't go and buy a barque!" 

In August 1958 the Council discussed the possibility of asking the Collingwood 

Shipping Company to make a trial trip to the pore with cargo in order to satisfy both 

the Council and the public of Kaiapoi chat ic was feasible co re-open the pore. The 

Council was prepared to met the expense of erecting a temporary beacon at the 
river mouth for the trial co be conducted safely. 

A reply co this request was received at the Council meeting of 4 September. The 

company was nor ab le co conduce a trial shipment as its agreement with the pore 

authorities ac Lyccelcon required char it give one month's notice of a transfer of 

business from Lyccelcon co Kaiapoi . However the Counci l was informed chat the 

company had resolved co sh ift its business co Kaiapoi and it was not thought 

necessary co conduce a trial. C.J .Ross informed the Council chat the shipping 

company had two vessels chat were regarded as suitab le for navigation along the 

river. The "Paroto", which had a draught of six feet six inches and the "Ra11gi11ui" 

which was slightly bigger, could both navigate the channel, in the opinion of Ross. 

All chat was holding the company back was the face char the wharf needed urgent 

repair and chat the riverbed needed levelling in the vicinity of the wharf so chat 

ships could sic evenly at low tide. Ross observed chat it would also be helpful co have 

beacons placed at the junction of the North and Sou eh Branches and ac the river 
mouth. 

The shipping company reply, however, prbvoked a debate in che meecingabouc 

the merits of re-opening the pore. Williams was staunchly in favour of che re­

opening. He scared char most of the councillors had inspected the channel down the 

North Branch and had concluded chat the river was navigable for the type of vessels 

char the Collingwood Company proposed co use. The design of vesse ls had 

changed since the 1930's when the "Ngahau"and the "Foxto11"came up the river. 

Vessels in the 1950's, according co the Mayor, were now wider and deeper than 

previous ships and this meant char the trade could be viable as each vessel was ab le 

co carry a larger cargo. In admitting chat the harbour dues would be negligible, the 

Mayor stressed chat the Council would make money from the wharfages charged. 

Williams cold the meeting chat the charges in Lyccelcon amounted co five sh illings 

and six pence per con and chat the harbour at Kaiapoi could confidently expect co 
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I n idered chat ic would nor be necessary 
charge around the same amoun;- c wa} :a:ersiders as the work would only be 

~;a~:~~~~- ~;i~~~1:na~~~ s~va~:~ ~I~~~ c~e harbour would not need co employ labour 

ll'orotol,i, Rangon11i, Paroto o11d T11hoe in Koiopoi !1t1rbo11r c. !962 - courtesy Koiopoi Museum 

h f co the storage shed as this would be the 
co move cl~e cargo from _che w ar Councillor Peachey raised the question of 
respons1b1hcy of the sh1ppmg compadny. easen1enc co the wharf power and 

-1 b · · d to prov1 e an access ' . 
the Counc1 emg require h h f d boar to sec and airer the channel lights. 
wacersupplytocheshedandc e"': ar,an a . ncsicwascercainchacche 

Councillor Booker said chat m view o_f cho~e req~~~~~e pore re-opened and chat 

Council would have co spend money m or er co char the harbour was in proper 
. d mploy a man to ensure 
1c would be pru enc co e . ver one thousand six hundred 

working order. Councillor Ora~ repr~~~~~;:~~s~:ac a further three hundred and 

pounds was m the General Har. our fi cial year Any other money chat 

fifty pounds co_uld be available rn c~e cu~re~c f:~~n che rate~ayers, a prospect that 

might be required would have co e raiser decided that provided the work 
Councillor Oram was not keen co ~ursue. c was it should roceed. The 

could be done for one thousand eight ~~mdred pohu~di, Pearson f nd Sons and 

meeting decided chat the Mayofr shou _approacche e.ss~ntial work. It was also 
B •id· c mpany or quocanons on 

Paramount u1 mg 
O 

. f h Council's intention co open the 
decided to inform the Manne Department o t _e h Collingwood Shipping 
harbour. The Town Clerk was directed co wnte co c e 
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::n~~::a~
0
/~~~;:~do~;~~c:~~

1
;~~~~e~~cision an~ that the Council was to keep 

This meenng was a crucial one for M \VI · 
Council that the expenditure reqL1·1red c ay,or I Iiams. He had to convince his 
· . ,or t 1e re-open111g of the h b 
Investment in the future ofKaiapoi. This he was able t d d . r ou_r was an 

of Councillor Oram. Oram was concerned 
0 0 

esp1te t e m1sg1v111gs 

General Harbour Account after the works ~:~t some money o_ught to remain in the 

member of the Council addressed the wid been done. Ne1therhe nor any other 

the re-opening of the harbour was a viabl;roquest1on of whether, ,n the long term, 

it was a harkening back to the old da . pt1on_ for the town. In most respects 

The port at Kai a oi h d I ys, a romantic notion that was bound to fail. 
Canterb . p a on y been pivotal 111 the transport links of North 

railway s~7r~,~-the days before the formation of roads and the installation of the 

be A tdelling dedveblopment, for the success or otherwise of re-opening the port had 
en ,scusse y the Council at Its 18 A . , 

Councillors felt that it was important enou h ~~~St meenng a_nd yet none of the 

was the proposed northern outlet h'gl g I ave an/ bearing on the port. This 

I I 
· . 1 1way. t was not ,orseen by eh C ·11 

t 1at a 11ghway into the city would I e ounc, ors 

to and from Orth Canterbury. ln1a;~;L~S;~~~miii::r~ct on the passage of goods 

motorway was that it shoL1ld be b ·1 . h H s only concern about the 
' u I t 111 t e arewood ar I h · · 

system converging on Russley Road Id b . ea sot iat t e ex1st111g road 
· • wou o v1ate the need f I · h 

built Into the cenrre of Christchurch. That a highwa Id b or a 11? way_to be 

appear to have been discussed at that mee . y cou ypass Kaiapo, did not 
Al h h · ting. 

t oug it had been decided to a I G W p 
mount Builders for estimates on how m~~~o;hce1 . . earson_ and Son and Para-

it appears that in the case ofG W p wharf restoration work would cost 

form and that from the comp~n ·,s earson, at least, the approach was only in a verbal 

\Vhatever th~ circumstances th~ n~~fnw~~I~t, was nonhe way to conduct business. 

ca lled Butler who had estimated the cost o?;h~ '~~~'~;~~n:hhaurfnwd asdlettdo a_ ml an 
pounds. re an e1g1cy 

In the days leading up to the re-openin ofth 
was expressed about the amount of g e port on 16 November disquiet 

T.L.Williams was adamant that no m:~ney sie~t or the repair work. Councillor 
the Council wa · • e wor s lOLI d be done as It appeared that 

An account ha~ f~';; ;~,;;;;~~u~;tt o7 t~ous~nd eight hundred pounds budget. 

wharf. It totalled one thousand five h~:~~~eJr t de work he had completed on the 

ab le in. crease over his original esc· Th _an n111ety three pounds, a consider-
C T . . ,mate. e Increase was defended b h M 

. .Wfiilhafms, who explained that the breastworks had needed to be ~~teend adyor, 
extra ive eet and that as the re . k e an 
discovered on the wha f I pair wor proceeded, more rotten timber was 

had to tolerate the in~r~a::cts not pracncal to s5op_the work and so the Council 

Council that the I f expenditure. C.1.Williams however assured the 

wharfage had bewe 1ar ages cfiollechted_would more than cover the extra costs. The 
n sec at 1ve s Ill 111 gs and s, 1 . 

favourably with the five sh·ll· d x pence a ton w11ch compared 

d 
· • 1 Ings an ten pence currently s c L I I 

a dmon the Council would not be 1· bi f h e at ytte ton. n 
,a e or t e employment of men 111 the shed 
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as the Collingwood Shipping Company said that it would send a couple of its 

employees to man rhe shed. The company however reserved the right to withdraw 

irs labourers when the work load increased. 
The re-opening of the port after a twenty-two year break took place on 16 

November 1958. The Collingwood Shipping Company's vessel rhe "M. 1/.Poroto", 

under the control of Captain Firzsimmons, crossed the bar ar 7.15a.m. and made 

her way up the river to Kaiapoi accompanied by a flotilla of small craft many of 

which she left in her wake ar the firsr rwo bends on the river. The "Paroto " was 

moored by 8.15 at which time the Mayor went aboard. In his speech of welcome 

Williams stated that ir was a happy day for Kaiapoi as the town had always been 

dependent on the river. As soon as the speeches were completed scenes reminis­

cent of the arrival of the "Wootton" in 1924 were experienced as hordes of eh i ldren 

scrambled all over the ship. The reporter for the North Conterbu,y Gazette found it 

difficult to take photographs of the occasion because of rhe large number of 

children. However the Shipping Company's employees were efficient enough to 

have cleared everyone off the ship and to have the firsr truckload of cargo ready to 

depart for Chrisrchurch by 8.45a.m. 
The first rrip made by the "Ro11gi111ti" happened four days lacer on 20 November 

under rhe captaincy of Colin Bell. The "Ranginui", alrhough arriving ar the more 

convenient time of 1 l.55a.m., attracted little public attention. She had left Lyttelton 

chat morning with her cargo holds halffull of a shipment of barley, flour, foorwear, 

foodstuffs, and sidings. It was nor reported what she loaded in Kaiapoi bur she did 

leave for Wellington the nexr day. The port had been successfully re-opened. 

Ar the Council meeting on 17 November in seconding the morion congratulat­

ing Williams on rhe successful re-opening of the pore Councillor Oram admitted 

char he had grave doubts about the venture bur chat his mind had been changed 

when he had witnessed the ease with which the "Paroto" had berthed and the 

capaciry cargo she had been carrying. In his reply Williams could only repear chat 

it was a good start to the trade especially wirh a ship like rhe "Paroto ". 

If the re-opening of rhe pore was a fearher in the cap of the Mayor rhe siruarion 

char developed in the Council offices during 1958 did not do eirher him or some of 

his Councillors much credit. The first hint of rrouble came at the 21 July meeting 

of the Council when Councillor Peachey moved a resolurion char rhe Town Clerk, 

I.] .Corich, should be suspended from his position because some important Council 

lercers should have been sent out more expeditiously. This motion was left on the 

table to be confirmed at a later meering. At an emergency meeting of rhe Council 

held on 30 July 1958 the question of the Town Clerk's comperency was raised by 

Councillor L.V.McEwen. McEwen was concerned that some Council business 

which had been conducted "in committee" had been made known to outsiders. He 

regarded this as a mosr serious breach of crust. The resolution of 21 July was put to 

the meeting but it was lose. It was then decided that the Mayor and Councillors 

Peachey, Oram, and Sinclair form a commirtee to investigate rhe comperency of 

the Town Clerk to carry our his duries. This investigarion, although not in rhe 

category of a witch-hunt, appeared to place enormous strain on Co rich and resulted 

in his resignation two months later, in September. 
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In his letter of resignacion Corich recorded chac he regretted chac he had co 

resign when during che eight yea rs of hi s service Kaiapoi had made progress 

cowards being a modern cown. Corich felt chat his relationship with other Borough 

staff members had been happy and tha t he would treasure that aspect of his job in 

the future. However he was not so enchusia tic about his relationship with the 

Mayor and the Councillors. Corich hoped chat his successor would receive more co­

operation and fair-play from che Council than he had enjoyed. 

More of the background to the breakdown in che re lationship between Corich 

and_ the Council emerged afcer the appoincmenc of C.W.D. Hodgson to the 

posmon. Hodgson had been appoinced Acting Town Clerk in November 1958. 

The position w_as then advertised and by the closing date nine applications had 

been received, including one from Hodgso n. At a special meecing of the Council 

held on 5 January 1959 Hodgso n was appoinced co the position of Town Clerk. It 

was felt _thac he would have the best grasp of the problems confroncing the office 

staffwh1ch were co be discussed at a special meeting. It was at the special meeting 

held on 12 January that some of the problems that had confronced Corich were 
exposed. 

In his verbal report, Hodgson said that the scafftaken on co cope with the extra 

work that the sewage scheme had imposed on che office were now co be re­

quired for other duties. This had not been the currenc view of the Council 

which had rnken the seance that those sea ff were surplus co requiremencs . Hodgson 

fel~ that with che new mechods of office management that he was proposing 

co intrnduce and che natural expansion of che cown a ll of the staff would be full y 

occupied. He saw chat there was a need , however, co combine the position of 

Town Clerk with chat of Treasurer and co appo int a person either partially or 

wholly qualified as an accountanc co fill a position as Assistant Town Clerk and 
Acco u man c. 

It would seem from this analys is by Hodgson that the Borough office had been 

undermanned during Co rich 's term. If thi s was the case then it is understandable 

why some of the tasks set by the Council were not ca rried out as quickly as may have 

been expected. The investtganng committee sec up by the Council must have 

been aware _of these problems but it is apparenc that it chose co ignore them in 

favour of trying to attach blame co the Town Clerk. There seems co be little doubt 

that a_t lea~t on o_ne occasion Corich did breach che crust of the Council. However 

this s1tuan on might have been handled in such a way that Corich did not feel 

obliged co resign . Whatever the crue circumstances of che affair were, it is 

undeniable that at the time the Council was so proud of its achievemenc in 

reopening the port, ics staff relations were at a low ebb. 

The a_ppoincmem of C.W.D.Hodgson co the Town Clerk's position was an 

opp~rtunlty co repair some of the damage. The Mayor thought it unwise co 

conctn~e the system of dual control and so he was happ y co recommend that the 

Counctl adopc the Hodgson plan and appoint an Assistant Town Clerk and 

Accountant. From che five applications for the position T.R.Gibson was selected 

co be Kaiapoi's first Assistant Town Clerk and Accountant. His appointment was 

confirmed at the 16 February 1959 Council meecing. 
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The change of government at che end of 1957 gave the_ Kaiapoi people _the 

expectation that at last the cown may get a high school. The M 1ntster ofEducattOn, 

P.O.S.Skoglund , visited the area in April 1958 primarily co open_a cla_ss roo~1 block 

at Rangiora High School. The opportunity was taken co have him ~1s1t Ka1apo1 t_o 

inspect pocential sites for a high school. The Council showed h1111 one that it 

parcicularly favoured. The thirty two acre site was situated across Ma_fektng Bndge 

from Raven Street. For this co be a viable site for a school the Council thought that 

it would be necessary co build a road and bridge co connect Raven Screec and 

Tuahiwi Road. The Council thoug_hc that the site was big enough and in a central 

position chat would be ideal for a school. The Mayor reminded Skoglund that 

wichin a radius of six miles of Kaiapoi there were six pnmary schools that produced 

between them about one hundred and sixty pupils each year co go on co high school. 

Skoglund appeared co be impressed both wich the figures an~ t~e sice. He was rash 

enough co promise that Kaiapoi would have a high school w1chin four ~o five yea rs 

and that it would have between three hundred and four hundred pupil s. As a first 

step cowards that goal Skoglund was co instruct a purchasing officer from the 

Educacion Department co inspecc the sice. 
The Department sent noc only its purchasing officer but also a surveyor. 

A favourable report was presented co the Department and it seemed for a liule 

while that the high school project on the Camside site would proceed . However 

during 1958 the northern mocorway projecc was gacher_ing momentum and 1c 

eventually put paid co the Camside site when 1t was realised thac the mot~rway 

would need substantial land in that area thus reducing the amount ofland available 

for a school. In Augusc 1959 the Council received notice th at although the 

Department of Education was satisfied wich che sit~ it had been informed by the 

Ministry of Works that the mocorway plans would 1ncerfere w1ch ch_e high school 

plans. Thus the cown was no nearer co obtaining a high school than 1t had been ac 

the beginning of 1958. . 
In 1958 there was a broad realisation that che northern mocorway project was 

potentially the most important public works scheme co a~fect Kaiapoi _s ince the 

building of the railway in the 1870's. The less chan enchus1ast1c d1scuss10n of che 

proposed new mocorway in August 1958 was replace~ by an_ urgency t_o present the 

Kaiapoi view on any such development. The Councd was_informed in December 

1958 chat as the National Roads Board had approved in pnnc1ple the conscrucc1on 

of the northern mocorway chere was very liule prospect of the Board approving ch_e 

widening of che carriageway of the Main North Road _through Ka1~po1. Tl11S 

information rang alarm bells for the Council and ic was decided co compile a report 

on the mocorway from a Kaiapoi perspective. 
The report prepared by the Mayor, the Chairman of the Works and Town 

Planning Commiuee and Councillors L.V.McEwen and E.J.Wyatt, was presented 

co a special meeting of a sub-committee, formed co consider the proposed mocor­

way plans, on 17 March 1959. The main thesis of the report was that th_e planning 

authorities had made a basic mistake in assessing the pauern of traffic tn the area. 

It was clear co those involved in compiling the Council report that there was a 

difference between weekday traffic and holiday traffic. Weekday traffic was 
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dominated by travell e rs going co and from Kaiapoi. It was estimated chat the 

Kaiapoi bound traffic made up a third of a ll the traffic on the road and because of 

the increased development in the Kaiapoi area this proportion was bound co 

111crease. On the other hand the holiday traffic was made up of chose travelling co 

and from the northern beach areas from Kairaki to Leichfield. 

The first stage of the proposed motorway was co include construction of a new 

bridge across _che_ Waimakariri River and the section of the motorway from the 

bndge to a point JU St sou th of Woodend. I c seemed co the authors of the Council 

re pore chat this plan wo~ild not se rve the hard core of the normal workday traffic. 

The access from Ka1 apo1 to th e proposed new motorway was very poor thus, in che 

view of the repo_rc wncers, com pounding the traffic co nges tion problem. With the 

exception of Ka1rak1 and The Pines, the northern beach areas would be very well 

served by the proposed new motorway. The report concluded chat it was an 

1n ve rs1on of values to design the main road for the convenience of holiday traffic 
rather th an workday traffic. 

The report also drew attention co the face ch at the proposed sicing of 

th e motorway would have the effect of sea ling Kaiapoi off from its hinterland co 

the west. le was considered chat this would have a damaging affect on che 

future growth of Ka1apo1 as well as posing a number of economic problems for che 

town. The report stated chat it was certain chat with che construction of che 

motorway the National Roads Board would relinquish control of che Main North 

Road a_nd the cost of its upkeep would once again be the responsibility of che 

Ka1ap?1_ racepa~ers. The report also explored the probable result of che recent 
1mpos1t1on of higher taxes on new motor vehicles. le was thought chat chis would 

reduce. the number of_ cars on the roads therefore eliminating che need for 

expens1_ve road111g. This 111 turn bought the authors of the report bac k co che 

co nclusion chat the motorway, if built on the proposed route would not serve che 
bulk of the traffic in the reg ion. ' 

The report suggested chat there were two principal needs co be addressed for 

northern traffic. They were a more adequate bridge over the Waimakariri and, most 

urge ntl y, a four-laned road between S:haneys and Kai apo i with che upgrading of 

both Marshlands _Road and the prov1s1on of a proper outlet co che north from Hills 

Road . In concluding, the report 's authors suggested chat the holiday traffic co che 

beach areas north of Wo_odend could be catered for, by way of a bypass road 

constructed to co nnect Middle Island Road , Tuahiwi Road and che Main North 
Road. 

This report was to. form. the basis of Kaiapoi objections co the proposed 

motorway plan. Follow111g discussions, the Kaiapoi Businessmens ' Association 

assured the Town Planning Committee of its full support in any endeavour co alter 

the motorway plans. The Association cold the committee chat it considered chat che 

new motorway would be_ a major factor in determining the future of the borough. 

Accord111g to the Assoc1at1on there were three points co be considered when 

wor_kmg_ out the finer details of the motorway plan. These were co be firstly the 

pos1c1on111g of the motorway; secondly chat there was sufficient access co che 

mocorway from Kaiapoi (at lease two points of entry and exit) and lastly chat eh ere 
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was provision for either fl yove rs or underpasses for the established secondary roads 

chat already lead into Kaiapoi. . 
The Businessmen 's Association accepted chat a motorway would be built and 

in its points was endeavouring co gain the best possible access from the moco_rway 

co Kaiapoi . The Council's report on the other hand was predicated on the op1111on 

chat che existing road system was capable of upgrad111g and should c~,erefore _be 

considered before the construction of what the report labelled as expensive 

roading." 
As with the pore and the securing of a high school for the borough, the proposals 

for che mocor-way were co be continued in co the next decade. There were however 

some smaller scale events at the end of che decade which characterised the 1950's 

in Kaiapoi better than these major events. . . 
The first of these occasions was the 1959 Queen Carnival which was run from 

7 February to 21 M arch. This carnival had its roots at the time ofche Kirk mayora lty. 

When the old Kaiapoi Borough School buildings known as the Borough Hall had 

been destroyed by fire in 1957 man y spores and ocherclubs affiliated co the Ka1apo1 

Community Centre lose their accommodation. The Commurncy Centre had been 

functioning since July 1943. The first president of the organ1sat1on was the Mayor 

of chat time, E.G.Gray. The Community Centre had taken all of the rooms 111 the 

old school buildings for che use of the affiliated clubs. The foundacwn clubs were 

che Kaiapoi Football Club, che Kaiapoi Cricket Club, the I-I1nemoa Hockey Club, 

the Men's and L ad ies' Badmincon Clubs, the Basketball Club, the Drama Club, 

che Kaiapoi branch of che W.E.A. , the Women 's Institute, the Borough School 

Committee and che Gardening Club. Two of the rooms had been converted for use 

as badminton courts and another was in use as an indoor basketball court. T _he 

rugby club players had regular sessions of indoor phys ical training comb111ed with 

basketball at che Borough Hall under the auspices of the Commun1ty Centre. I,n 

addition to the use chat the affiliated clubs made of the Borough Hall the Sc John 

Ambulance also used the rooms. Ac its inception, therefore, the Commun I ty Cen ere 

was an umbrella group for a diverse number of organisations. . 
After che 1957 fire the cown was desperately shore of the type of accommodation 

for clubs chat che Borough Hall had provided. The R.S.A. offered its budding _co the 

sports clubs at a reduced rental but there was still a need for a community build mg 

that would cater for che diversity of clubs chat were without a home base. Kirk 

suggested that a scheme, to be called the Kaiapoi Community Dev~lopmenc 

Scheme, be established to raise money for a commun1ty centre proJeCt. The 

Development Scheme had three aims. The first was co pay off the three thousand 

pound mortgage on the R.S.A. buildings; the second was to pay off c_he one 

thousand pound debt on the recently completed Cur_e Boating Club _pavtlwn and 

the third aim was co raise money for a new commun1ry centre buildrng. The old 

Borough Hall land was sold co the Kaiapoi Fire Board for its new station complex 

and che old fire station site was also sold. The money accumulated from these sales 

went inco the Development Scheme. . 
The Development Scheme Committee, which was c~mpnsed of delegates 

from che R.S.A., che Cure Boating Club and the Commun1cy Centre, decided co 
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pursue a more active fund raising scheme. To char end towards the end of 1958 ir 

was decided to employ a professional fund raiser from rhe orrh Island , A.D.Lynch. 

It became Lynch 's responsibility to run a successful Queen Carnival. 

. The basic concept of a Queen Carnival as a fund-raising vehicle was quire 

simple. A number of gro ups were to gee rogerher ro form an umbrella group which 

then selected a woman ro represent it in all its fund raising endeavours. The 

umbrell a_group then competed with other similar umbrella groups in rhe commu­

nity ro raise money. The representative of the successful group then became rhe 

Queen of the Carnival. In the 1959 Queen Carnival there were three groups 

involved. The Community Centre was represe nted by Mrs Alice Tourell rhe 

Canterbury Licensed Viruallers Association (L.V.A.) was represented by Miss 

Sh_erry Bares and the Un ired Committee was represented by Miss Beverly Cason. 

Alice Tourell, who as Alice Hopinkinson represented rhe South Island at hockey 

in 1956, was a well known sportswoman in Kaiapoi. She was a keen swimmer and 

after her marriage ro Keith Tourell crewed on rhe yacht "Tara ". Alice had caught 

at Ka1apo1 Borough School'. Belfast School and Selwyn House. The Community 

Centre Committee was cha1red by Bruce Paterson. Sherry Bares was a school pupil 

and_ the daughter of R.H. Bares, the proprieror of the Mandeville Hotel. The 

chairman of the LY.A. Queen Carnival Committee was I. Thompson. The Un ired 

Committee chai_red by W. Pitama was made up of the Kaiapoi R.S.A. , the freezing 

works and Maon interests. Beverly Cason was a shorthand typist with Hutchinson 
Morors in Christchurch. 

_Lynch anticipated the Queen Carnival would raise was eight thousand pounds 

which would have c_ov~red the two debts and left a healthy balance in rhe 

com munity centre build111g fund. However rhe sum raised fell short of budget with 

five thousand pounds being the eventual return. The Development Committee 

had already determined char any amount raised would be split on rhe ratio of fifty 

per cent for the building fund , thirty per cent for the R.S.A. debt and twenty 

percent for the Cure Boating Club debt. The amount raised did nor therefore 

completely pay off the debts although the whole venture was counted as a success. 

Beverl y Cason was proclaimed Queen and all the events held by rhe three groups 

were_Judged ro have draw~ the Kaiapoi community closer together. The Queen 

Carnival_ exploited, in_ a p_os1t1ve manner, chose feelings of rivalry which are always 

present 111 a community 111 char each group was working cowards rhe provision of 

tangible benefits for the rown. It was the kind of spirit char set up rhe Community 

Centre in 1943 and 1r certainly gave new life ro the idea of a centre which since rhe 
fire, had been flagging. ' 

Ar the same rii:11e as the _Kaiapoi Community Scheme was being judged a 

success a long running insmur1on 111 the area was pronounced dead . The Pines had 

been running a new year gala since 1920 bur in 1959 ir was decided char it was no 

longer~ worthwhile fund raising event. The main reason given for rhe decision ro 

d1scont1nue was that the Kaiapoi Borough Council had decided ro charge rhe Gala 

Comm1ttee ten per cent on all net profits. The committee felt char rhe amount it 

would ?e left with was nor worth the effort char was required ro produce it. Over 

the period of forty years char the gala had been run rhirry thousand pounds had been 
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raised and man y projects ro improve The Pines had been put in place from the 

proceeds. A boardwalk had been constructed , slides had been built on the Oval, 

trees had been planted, the water supply, roads and streets had been improved, 

street lighting installed , fences and a bus shelter built. The largest proJecr 

undertaken over rhe years was the building of the hall. All the proJecrs undertaken 

with rhe money raised by the ga las were completed with voluntary labour and it was 

with regret char rhe 1958 committee made the decision ro discontinue the gala after 

rhe 1959 celebration. The work of the ga la committees in The P111es over that 

period ofrime was typical ofrhe attitude which existed in the beach settlement. Ir 

was realised very early by many residents char, because of the dual c?ntrol o~ the 

area by rhe Kaiapoi Borough Council and the Rangiora County Council, The Pmes 

would almost certainly be expendable in the schemes of both local aurhonr1es. Ir 

was therefore neces ary for the comfort of both the residents and the holiday 

makers ro have a se lf-help programme. The galas provided the money for char 

programme. Over rhe years rhe galas had become for many people a tradition and 

there was a great deal of regret expressed at the 1958 Committee's decision ro 

discontinue them. 
Both rhe Kaiapoi Queen Carnival and the decision ro discontinue the The Pines 

ew Year Gala were examples of how the community in both areas had a strong 

sense of self-help. That sense had been present since the beginning of Pakeha 

settlement and although enthusiasm for such schemes waxed and waned, ~spe­

cially in rhe rownship, part of the identity of the area was expressed 1~ the w1sl! ro 

help rhe community achieve projects by itself without the help of outside agencies. 

In fact in the case of rhe The Pines New Year gala 1r was the 111terference of an 

outside agency, rhe Kaiapoi Borough Council, which led ro its cessation. The gala, 

nevertheless, provided a supreme example of community self-help which began ro 

disappear in the following decade. 
The decision of the ew Zealand Geographic Board ro re-name the North 

Branch ofrhe Waimakariri River, the Kaiapoi River, in September 1959 reinforced 

rhe idea chat rhe rown had an identity of irs own. References ro the river being re­

named had appeared in the North Canterbury Gazette in 1949. J. ibs in his column 

of6 May 1949 suggested that the orth Branch ofrhe Waimakariri was coo clumsy 

and a non specific name for the river. He likened it ro calling the Avon the North 

Branch of rhe Heathcote River. However most of the correspondence that the 

paper received on the subject was not sympathetic ro a name change and even 

although Nibs remained convinced that a name change was necessary, the matter 

gradually slid from rhe public consciousness. 
Over the years and especially since the North Branch had ceased ro form _a moat 

around the Island there had been much confusion over the name of the nver. It 
began robe referred ro as "the River" because many people were bewildered about 

its origin. In the years since rhe first Pakeha settlement th~ landscape of the area 

had been so severely changed chat it would have been difficult for thos~ early 

settlers ro have found land marks that were familiar. It was no longer possible ro 

recognise the origin of the waterway as one of the great braids o~ the lower 

Waimakariri River. In the late 1950's the North Branch was more likely ro be 

343 



Kaiapoi. A Search for !rle111iry 

associated by peo_ple with the Cam River. In face many people thought chat che 

Cam was the ongin of the orch Branch and had begun to ca ll che who le of che 

North Branch, the Cam River. With the re-opening of che Pore in 1958 the name 

of the nver assumed more importance as the pore was referred to as Kaiapoi Pore. 

Ic was realised that a less confusing name than the orch Branch was needed. In 

February 1959 the Kaiapoi Borough Counci l indicated its full support for che North 

Canterbury Catchment Board's effort to have the ri ver re-named. The Counci l 

stressed chat the river south ofSidey Quay to the confluence of the North and South 

Branches should be the body of water re-named. In April che Eyre County also 

wrote to the Nac1ona l _Geogra~h 1c Board supporting the re-naming of che river. In 

the ~vent the re-naming eh~ nver caused very little fuss. It was a logica l outcome 

and 1c re-enforced the a_ssoc1ac10n of the ri ver and the town. As in all things eh ere 

was regret_ chat 111 naming the nver, Kaiapoi, all links with its origin were lose. 

Although 1_c stil l plays an important pare in the Waimakariri drainage system, its 

name sees 1c apart from the great nver which in real icy gave the Kaiapoi River its 
bmh. 

le has been considered by many commentators chat che t 950's were a 

lucky decade for the country. In genera l the New Zealand economy was buoyant 

t~roughouc most of the decade. The social welfare schemes put in place by che 

First Labour Government appeared to be making New Zealand society a caring 

and safe place for its CIClzens. There were plenty of job opportunities 

and thanks to the pose World War Two baby boom there was an increase in the 

populac1on. There appeared to be few c louds on che country's horizon. Jc was 

therefore a shock to the country when the 1957 Labour Government was com­

pelled to bring down a harsh economic scacemenc, che "Black Budget" 

of 1958. This budget sought to correct the sudden crisis in the country's overseas 

money reserves. New Zealand exports throug_hout the. 1950's had been receiving 

good pnces a~d as a result there had been an 111crease 111 spending in the country 

especia ll y on imported goods. At the end of 1957 and the beginning of 1958 there 

was _a sharp fa ll_ 111 the pnces that exported goods, especially dairy products, 

received and this reduction came close to extinguishing the nation's overseas 

reserves. The government's response was to increase taxes on petrol liquor and 

tobacco and to cue back on imports supported by a programme of r'aising ioans 
overseas to cover the deficit. 

However none_ of this crisis was appa rent in th e ann ual reports of the North 

Canterbury Freez111g Works for the last three years of the decade. There was a 

steady 111crease m profits for those years and although the chairman, A.P.Bruce, 

made reference 111 th e ann ual report for 1958 to th e declining overseas prices for 

most of the country's primary exports and the fact chat there were indications that 

the post war boom was now at an end, che company did not seem to be unduly 

wor:1ed by the developments. The biggest problem for che compa ny seemed to be 

cop111g w1ch the pressure of an increase in the numbers of stock being put eh rough 

the works. i\luch ofche concern over fa lling prices for produce was not shouldered 

by the company as it was still operating what it termed its "open door" policy. 

Under this scheme the farmer clients could take advantage of the killing, freezing, 
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and shipping faci lici cs offered by the company but wou ld be responsible for se lling 

of their own stock on che overseas markets. The loss due to a fall in price for che 

product therefore, was not be felt by the company. The obvious sol mi on for farmers 

was to increase chc vo lume of stock they put through in order to ma1nca1n their 

incomes. This resulted in record kills for the works and thus a steady increase in 

company profits. This face, combined" ich drought conditions in 1957-58, meant 

chat chc works was ab le to achieve a reco rd kill in 1959. It was re po reed by the 

company in June 1959 chat half a mi 11 ion carcasses had been put through one chain 

in a season. The figure had applied at the end ofi\ lay. The management of the plant 

made two observations on this achievement. In the first instance an increased 

number of stock were being offered clue to the record number of lambs being born 

in the 1958-59 season and chc drought conditions compelled farmers co quit large 

numbers of stock. Secondly the management with the co-operation of the loca l 

branch of the Freezing Workers' Union had been able to open the works for 

extended hours from November 1958 through to April 1959. The works had been 

open an extra half hour each working day as well as being open on Saturday 

mornings. . . . 
There was an interesting development in the company's th1nk111g about 1cs 

markets in chc lase years of chc decade. In che 1959 annual report co the shareholders 

the chairman, Charles Hilgendorf, commented on the decline in the 1ew ;t';ealand 

share of the market outside of the United Kingdom. I le attributed this to the 

presence of the Australian meat industry competing in these markets. I lilgendorf 

went on to suggest that the Japanese market could absorb a larger quantity of meat 

and chat avenue should be fully explored. It is clear chat chc chairman, at lease, was 

a\\'are chat full reliance on the United Kingdom market for meat product was 

misplaced and chat the North Canterbury Sheepfarmers, Co-Operative Freezing 

Export and Agency Company 'hccded co explore alternative markers. Hilgend_orf 

remained chc chairman of chc Board of Directors until the 1961 Annual meeting 

when he retired in order to cake up an elected position on the J cw Zealand i\lcat 

Producers' Board. Under his chairmanship the works at Kaiapoi were expanded to 

cope with chc large numbers of stock being killed each season. There was a 

particular need in chc final years ofche decade for the works to be able to respond 

qu ickly to the needs of chose farmers on the lighter and more drought-prone lands 

of torch Canterbury to have their lighter animals killed at the optimum nme 111 

order co avoid coo b ig a weight loss through insufficient feed. By the end of 1961 

a new slaughter house block had been bui le and commissioned. Alth ough there had 

been a number of problems at the beginning, bv the end of the season, work was 

proceeding smoochly in the new b lock. 
As a contrast to freezing works the Kaiapoi Woollen l\,I ill experienced the 

effects of chc decline in prices of exported goods. The mill had found the pose war 

boom difficult co cope with as the increase in raw wool p ri ces had in curn forced up 

che price of its end produce. When the price of woo l eventua ll y fell the mi II was not 

able to improve its icuacion because the prices it could obtain for its produce 

dropped correspondingly. Un like the Freezing works the mill could not increase 

its production co maintain its income. le had been unable to up-dace its facilities 
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through a lack of reserves and a decline in productivity. The economic woes the 

mill encountered throughout the 1950's were compounded in the 1960's by 

management probl~ms. The long period of management under George Green­

wood came to an end in February 1959. He was succeeded by Kingsley Harrison 
who was to be the lase mill manager of the Kaiapoi Woollen l\lills. 

The 1960's proved co be a difficult period for the Kaiapoi Borough Council. 
Most of the difficulties revolved around problems with the port which 

were beginning to become evident in 1959. In August 1959 the Borough Council 

extended the agreement on the use of the harbour by the Collingwood Shipping 
Company for a further twelve monrhs from November on the condition chat 

the harbourmaster employed by the company carried out his duties to the 

sa tisfaction of the Council. However before the ovember renewal date the 

Council and the shipping company were faced with a new sec of conditions. An 

eme rgency meeting of the Harbour Committee was called on 15 September 1959 

to discuss with the manager of the shipping company, Mr Ross and another 

director, Mr elsen, a proposal from the Pearl Kasper Shipping Company to 

op~ra~e the "Talis111011" from Kaiapoi. The representatives of the Collingwood 

Shipping Company were understandably anxious to preserve their company's sole 

use status of the pore. In the disc ussion Ross said that at present the ships on the 

Lyttelton to Wellingto n run were only using half of their capacity and that if 

another company was to use Kai apo i his company would be adversely affected. 
However the company was willing co put another ship on the Kaiapo( run if the 

position altered. This prospect was tempered by the company's insistence chat it 

needed regul ar cargoes to off set its expenditure on a /1arbourmascer and a launch. 

In the company's view the formation of a Kaiapoi branch of the \Vacersiders' Union 

would exert _fu_ rcher pressures on its budget as the company would be required 
co pay the m1n1mum wage to the six workers employed at the pore. 

It was decided by chose present atthe meeci ng that the chairman of the Harbour 

Comm ittee and the l\layor should meet with the Collingwood Shipping Company 

co draw up an agreement which would sa fe guard the interests of the borough and 

the sh_1pprng company and maintain the service which had been established by the 
sh1pprng company over the previous yea r. 

In_ a remarkably quick time, in face on the same evening as the emergency 

meeting had been held , the full Council met with the representatives of the 

Co llingwood Shipping Company and were able co agree on six conditions co reach 

a formal agreement between the two bodies. le wa stated at the outset of the 

meecin~ that the Council was ducy bound to consider the views of other shipping 

companies interested musing the pore. However the six points of agreement went 

a long way co ensuring that no other company would be able use the pore. It was 

ag:eed chat the cargo wharf, the li ghts, the water, the shed and the office presently 

unlised and occupied by the Collingwood Company would be leased co it until 

November 1960 at a renr of one pound per week. This lease was subject co the 

Council having the right co collect the wharfages ac five shillings and six pence per 

con with the company co receive two shillings and six pence ofchis amounr. The 

shipping company was bound to cope with the volume of ca rgo co and from 
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Wellingco n but it had to make ava ilable wharf space and the services of the 

harbourmasrer co other vessels era ding with other pores provided there were berths 

available. The Collingwood Company would in return for the services of the 

harbourmasrer co other vessels receive the same percentage of wharfages char it 

received on its own vessels. Lastl y the Collingwood Company would have the n~hr 

co make a reasonable charge for che power, lights and scorage space used by ships 

other char its own. 
This agreement which was published in The Pre~so 1~ 23 September drew strong 

criticism from rhe direccors of the Pearl Kasper Sh1pp1ng Company. In a letter co 

rhe I-I arbour Committee rhe direccors wrote chat they were ascounded co read of the 

agreement in che paper and outraged w find chat the Coll111gwoo_d Company had 

the sole right to trade between Kai apo1 and Wcllingcon. The d1reccors of Pead 

Kasper had underscood from a meeting held with the Mayo r chat the company 

would be welcome at Kaiapoi and had already made arrangements to sail from 

Wellingcon co Kaiapoi from 23 Occober. 
The Pearl Kasper Company was not che only organisation to be concerned over 

the agrecmenr between che Council and the Collingwood_Company. The Secre­

tary of l\l ar ine wrote in a letter received by the Council at l(S 19 Occobe_r meenng 

chat he had misgivings about che agreement as he thought chat It conflicted with 

some of the provisions of the Harbours Act. . 
After some discussion by che Council it was decided to 111form the Secretary ~f 

Marine char th e agreement wa still in the discussi_on stage but: from the Council s 
point of view, che Collingwood Company was enmled to special cons1derat1on fo1 

its pioneering work in che re-open mg of che porL In the op_1nion ofd1e Council, the 
Company was providing an excellent service with two ships v1s1cmg che_porc on a 

weekly basis and chat it would not be m the public interest co have this service 

disrupted in any way. The Council further decided co inform the Pearl Kasper 

Company char rhe agreement between it and the Collmgwood Company was st1ll 

in rhe discussion stage and chat it would be informed of progress. . 
In the first yea r of operation of the re-opened pore between ch1rre_en and 

fourteen thousand cons of cargo had been handled and char one of the hips, eh~ 

"Rangilllti", had vis ired the pore seventy ix rimes. In the last days of the W1ll1ams 

mayoralty che figures indicated. char rhe re-open mg of the pore was a success. 

Williams indicated co the Council chat he had been Ill contact with New Zealand 

Forest Products promoting Kaiapoi as a site for a paper n-1ill. Noe only was the P,o rc 

in workable order but there were adjacent forests and an abundance ofwa_rer.1 he 
only problem was the relationship between the Council and the Collmgwood 

Shipping Company and the Pearl Kasper Sh1pp1ng Company. . 
The 1959 local body elections reflected the general discontent rh_e community 

felt with rhe Labour Government. In Kaiapoi the Independent candidates copped 

the poll and cwo of rhe Labour sitting councillors were _not re-elected. In the 

mayora l election, Owen Williams, an Independent, easily our-polled Charlie 

Williams, the sitting Labour Parry mayor. The curno~1t f~r vonng was low, an 

indication chat the usuall y staunch Labour \'Oters of Ka1apo1 preferr_ed not co vote 

rather than co support an Independent candidate. In fact Owen \V1l11ams, who was 
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no t re la te d co C ha rli e 'v\l illi a ms, was in man y ways th e kind of pe rso n that th e 

L abo ur Pa rty mig ht have c hosen fo r a ca ndid ate. Hi s broth e r Trevo r wh o was a 

La bo ur ca ndid a te had been e lec te d co th e Co un c il fo r a seco nd te rm . T he broth e rs 

we re pa re o f a la rge fa mil y fr o m 

Wes tpo rt. Owe n had s tarte d hi s wo rk­

ing life as a pho cog raph e r for T/Je Press 
but had g ive n th a t up fo r th e firs t 10\·e 

o f hi s life, e ng ine . I-le had ope ne d a 

garage in Kaiapo i a nd sho rtl y befo re 

hi s e lecti o n co th e ma yo ra lty had 

m oved hi s bus in ess co new pre mises. 

H e had been a ve ry kee n m ocors port 

e nthus ias t and had a pa rti c ul a r a ffec­

ti o n fo r ridin g 250cc m ocorbik es . I le 

compe te d m a n y tim es a t the C ust 

Gra nd Pri x, th e las t yea r be in g 19..J.7. 

1--l ese t two New Zea land speed reco rd s 

fo r 250cc bikes in .1939. Th e firs t was 

th e beac h speed reco rd fo r whi c h 

\Vil Ii ams was cloc ke d a t 76.92 mil es an 

ho ur a nd th e seco nd was th e fl yin g 

half mil e whi c h he se t at 80.36 mil es 

O;,,,•e11 Willi11111s - ro 1111es1• l\ 'illi11111sfm11il1• per ho ur. At th e tim e of hi s e lecti o n he 

was a s itti ng Coun c ill o r havin g bee n vo te d o n in !\l a rc h 1958 co fill th e vaca ncy 

caused by Kirk 's res ig nat io n a nd C harli e Willi a ms' e leva ti o n co th e m ayora ltv. 

9 ,~e n Willi ams retai ne d hi s in te res t in p hocogra ph y by se rvin g as pres ide nt o ftii'e 

Ka1apo1 Cam e ra C lub. I le was a lso e lected a li fe m e mbe r o f th e Pio nee r l\l oco r 

C lu b, th e \\ 'a ima ka riri Sa ilin g and Powe r Boat C lub a nd the Ka ia po i Workin g 

i\ Je n 'sC lu b. Willi a ms' hi g h p rofil e d id not re m ove hi s appea l to th e o rdin ary vote r. 

Indeed hi s indepe nde nt sta nd in th e po lit ica l \\'Orl d ga ve him an ad va ntage in th e 

1959 loca l bod y e lecti o ns. 

. 1-l o \\'eve r the pro ble ms ch a t had a ri sen over th e opera ti o n of th e port did not 

di sappea r w ith th e e lect io n o f Owen Willi ams. Throug ho ut 1960 th e re we re a 

number of s truc tu ra l a nd ma nage me nt p ro bl e ms w hi c h o n th e ir own wo uld no t 

have been of mu c h co nce rn but ta ke n cogcth e r posed a mu c h bigge r p ro bl e m fo r 

t h_e Boro ug h ~oun c il,- J_n i\ la rc h 1960 th e H a r_bo ur Committee und e rthe lead e rship 

o f Coun cill or f .L.\\lill1a ms met with three d1recco rs o f th e Colling wood Co mpa ny, 

\V.G.;C urn ow, C.J.Ross, and A.B .Evans, a lon g w ith th e Compan y's se c retary, 

A.J .E ,·ans, and th e harbo urm asre r, C. Be ll. Th ey di sc ussed a number \\'h a rf m at­

te rs. _Des pite un de rta kin g re pa irs fo r th e re-o pe nin g o f th e port o nl y fifteen m o nth s 

prev ious ly, ho les had ap pea re d in th e wh arf. T hi s mea nt th a t o nl y o ne ship co uld 

be worked at a tim e in spite o f th e compa ny be in g kee n co have bo th its s hips in th e 

po rt a t th e sa me t im e. Th e shipping compa ny re prese n ta ti ves recomm e nded th at 

t he Cou nc il not o nl y re pair th e present w harf but a lso ex re nd it furth e r d ownstrea m 

to a po int w he re th e ha rbo urm as te r had es tim ate d th e re was d eepe r a nd wid e r 
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wa te r a ffordin g a be tte r bas in th an th e o ne c urreml y be_i ng used. The compa ny a lso 

reco mm e nd e d th a t a n ew s h e d b e built a dJ ace nr to the p1 o p osc d 

ne w wh a rf. Th ese recomme nd ati o ns we re like ly co cos t a substa nti a l am o unt o f 

m o ney, p ro babl y m o re th an rh e o pe rati o ns at th e po rt wo uld w~rra n t. lt 1s 

not surpri s in g th at bo th th e H arbo ur Committee a nd th e Cou~\c il appea re d 

re luctant co commit th e mse lves co th e s ugges te d 1mprovc m ~nt. l he company 

howeve r did not g ive up. Th ro ug h its ha rbo urm as te r's re ports It was a bl e co pres~ 

it vie wpoint. In hi s re port o fl\la y 1960 Ca p ta in Be ll reco r_d e d th a t a_ll of th e ships 

m as te rs had expressed co nce rn at th e lac k of a dre d ged S\\'lng 1ng bas in. As th e ri ve r 

was tid a l it was impera ti ve th a t th e s hips be turn e d aro und 1n th e s hortes t poss ibl e 

tim e co avo id th e poss ibility o f be in g ca rri_c d up pas t th e w harf 0 1~ a fl ood nd e. In 

ord e r co achieve thi s th e m as te rs we re o bliged to have th e ir ships c ng 111 es o n full 

during the turn thus ca usin g m ore s tru ctural d amage co th e wh arf as we ll as co th e 

ri ve r itse lf. Ca p ra i 11 Be l I warn e d tha t g1 ve n a c ho ice bc t\\'een d a mage co rh e 1 r sh I ps 

o r d amage co o th e r prope rty, ships' m as te rs wo uld ~!ways fa vo ur t,l~ e1 r vesse,\s. In 

th e re port th e re is so m e m e nti o n o f a re pa ir to a pil e whi c h th e R.a11g111111 had 

ca rri e d away. . . "' «p · ,, , ·1 
At thi s tim e th e re we re three ships t radin g th ro ug h Ka1 apo 1. I he 1cto11 1,e 

th e "Rangi11 11i" had a d eep d ra ught a nd was I ike ly_ co ca use th e sa m e so rt o f d amage 

as th e "Rangi11 11i" had d o ne. Th e numbe rs o f s hips comin g thro ugh th e po rt a lso 

posed pro ble ms fo r Cap ta in Be ll. Acco rd m g to hi s re port th e wes te rn e nd of th e 

wh arf had s ubside d to such a d egree th at he did not co ns ide r it sa fe to load or 

di sc harge ca rgo fro m it. Thi s ca used a lac k of space a t th e po rt with a co nsequ e nt 

d e lay fo r th e shippe rs. . . 
These s tru ctural d e fi c ie nc ies a t th e wh a rf a nd o n th e ri ve r be d itse lf need e d 

m ajo r re pair wo rk a nd as such we re like ly to be d e fe rre d as lo_ ng as pos~1blc b y th e 

Co un cil. In additi o n co th e m ajo r re pairs Ca p ta in Be ll 1n hi s re port 1de nt1fied a 

rubbi sh p ro ble m at th e port. H e sta te d th a t a t m o_s c pon s th e ha rbo ur a utl~o m1 es 

provide d a re fu se boat or ve hi c le to ra ke th e rubbi sh away. In th e case o f Ka1a po1 

ir was nor a m ajo r p ro ble m but he co nside re d th a t it mi g ht becom e o ne 1f th e 

Co un cil did not g ive co nside rati o n to prov iding a se rv ice fo r th e ships. I le add e d 

howeve r rh at th e re we re m o re dead scoc k fl oa ri ng in th e ri ve r th a n meal sc raps fro m 

th e ships. 
Th e o nl y res po nse to th e ha rbo urmaste r's re po rt was from th e H arbo ur Co m-

mittee . In its l\l ay re po rt th e Co mmittee no te d th a t th e No 2 Be rth was unsa fe and 

was no t to be used in future. 
Th e Ka iapo i W ate rfront W o rke rs U ni o n add e d ~o_ th e fin ancia l dil e mma o f th e 

bo ro ug h with a d e m a nd for be tte r fac il1t1 es a t Ka1apo1 fo r 1rs m e mbe rs. In a 

de pu ta ti on to th e I I a rbo ur Committee mecti ng o n I ..J. Jul y_ le d by i\ less rs i\ I des and 

John so n th e uni o n asse rte d ch at b y virtue o f ce rta in p rov1s1o ns 111 th e H ea lth Act, 

th e H arbo urs Ac e a nd ch e Wate rfro nt Industry Ac t 1953 an a m e nity bloc k had to be 

p ro,·ide d. T o compl y with th e require m e nts o f th e sta tutes, th e block had rn 
inc lud e a sa fe comfortabl e roo m in whi c h th e wo rke rs co uld res t durin g th e ir 

brea ks. lt had a lso co have li ghtin g a nd hca ti ng ava il a bl e for th ose wo rke rs o n ni ght 

shift. Th e I !a rbo ur Committee recommende d th at th e Collin gwood S h1pp1n g 
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Company be asked rn gi_ve urgent consideration rn the building of such an amenity 

block therefore extending the Company's already strong financial input inrn rhe 

facilities of the harbour. 

Sometime between July 1960 and March 1961 the Collingwood Shipping 

Company changed its name rn the Inter Island Shipping Company. However the 

personnel employed at Kaiapoi remained the same and it was assumed both by rhe 

company and the Councd chat the conditions under which the company traded ar 

Ka1apo1 would also remain the unaltered. This was nor rn be. As with the challenge 

of the Pearl Kasper Company at the end of 1959, the agreement between the 

c_ompany and the Council faced a challenge from a second shipping company. This 

time however the challenge was more persistent. It came from the local company 

of C.Morgan Williams and Son Ltd. The company had decided rn enter the 

shipping trade by obtaining the agency of the "A l. V. TM". In larch 1961 C.l\Jorgan 

Williams and S_on Led. wrote a letter rn the Council containing the warning shot in 

the eventual dispute. The letter stated that the Council would be most unwise rn 

extend its agreement with the Inter Island Company beyond the end of the month 

as oche_r ships would be entering the port at chat time. At the beginning of April the 

Coun~il did extend its agreement with the Inter Island Company w November 

1961. fhe company was rn maintain the services (the launch , the harbourmasrer 

and tally clerk) it had in operation at the port as well as accepting responsibility for 

the payment of the elecmc1ty and telephone accounts in rewrn for a percentage of 

the wharfages and the Council's undertaking was rn be responsible for the capital 

costs of further wharf extensions. At the same rime the Council acknowledged char 

C.l\forgan Williams and Son Ltd. had the agency for "JI/. VPicloff" and "111. I'. Too " 

and arr_anged with _char company an authority rn collect wharfages on behalf of the 

Council. A propomon of the wharfages were w be paid rn the Inter Island Company 

as payment for the services it provided for the "tl/. V.Pit1off" and ",11. \I. Too ". This 

seemed rn rhe Council rn be a reasonable proposal as ir wok inrn account rhe 

contribution char the Inter Isl and Company had made rn the re-opening and 

running of the port. Ar rhe same rime concessions were made rn rhe newest 

company operating throu gh rhe pore. 

The concessions were not enough for C.l'vlorgan Williams and Son Lrd. At a 

specia\. meeting of rhe Council held on 20 April, a direcrnr of rhe company, 

C.T.\\ illiams, expla111ed chat although rhe company was receiving full co-opera­

tion from the Incerlsland Company and Captain Bell it thought charrhe percentage 

of wharfages that went rn the Inter Island Company was, in effect, a subsidy. 

C.l'vlorgan Williams and Son Led. was prepared rn collect the wharfages on the 

understanding that the company receive a small commission co cover the clerical 
cost of doing the job. 

. The main item _on the agenda for chat meeting, however, was rn give considera­

tion rn the extension of the wharf. Captain Bell suggested that it be extended 

downstream for up w two hundred feet. Certainly the Council gave more time w 
a cons1deranon rn this issue, which appeared relatively straight forward, rhan rn the 

matters raised by C.Morgan Williams and Son Led. Whatever the priorities were 

it was obvious by ovember 1961 cha t che local company was about rn adopt mar~ 
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aggressive tactics rnwards obtaining its view of a fair environment for its trading 

activities. 
At its meeting on 13 November 1961 the Harbour Committee rec~ived a letter 

from the Secretary of Marine stating that the Department had been 111formed by 

C. lorO'an Williams and Son Ltd char che agreement che Council intended rn enter 

inrn with rhe Inter Island Shipping Company contained provisions for rhe 

harbourmaster's salary rn be paid from a rwo shilli n~ and sixpence a rnn_ levy from 

che wharfages. Over a year it was estimated chat rh1s would amount rn JUSt under 

five thousand pounds which C.Morgan Williams And Son Led. claimed_ was a 

subsidy for che Inter Island Company. The Secretary of Manne agreed wnh the 

conclusions of rhe company and reminded rhe Council of the letter the Depart­

ment had written in Ocrnber 1959 when the Pearl Kasper Company had made the 

same claim. The Council was rnld that any pa yment rn an individual should be 

related rn rhe value of the services rendered. Iris clear by implication rhac the 

Department considered rhe four thousand nine hundred and ~wency pounds rno 

much for rhe services of a ha rbourmasrer at the port of Kaiapo1. The Secretary of 

Marine rhen went on rn observe char no harbour board or, in the case of Kaiapoi_, a 

local authority acting as a harbour board, had the authority rn give preferential 

treatment rn one shipping company over other companies. . 

This Jeerer provoked cries of outrage from th e Council. It stated caregoncally 

chat the extension of the agreement was not deliberately designed a_s a subsidy and 

chat the Council considered chat chose words reflected on rhe 1ncegmy of its 

members. The Council sent a copy ofirs agreement with the Inter Island Company 

rn rhe Secretary of Marine. No more was heard from the Department ar this stage. 

The dispute would evenwally escalate out of all p:oporcion. In !)ecember 

C}dorgan Williams and Son Ltd. informed rhe Council that 1t considered the 

Council's action in requesting chat rhe Inter Island Company collect the wharfagcs 

from all ships using rhe port a threat. In the company's opinion the manifests and 

cargo lists of its ships were the property of the ships and should not be ~1ven rn 

another shipping company. The company promised rn take legal action aga111sr the 

Council and /or its individual members or any Council employees who disclosed 

rhe contents of its ships' manifests and cargo lists rn a third party. In addition rn 

writing rhis, somewhat bellicose, letter the Council was informed by rhe Town 

Clerk chat C.l\lorgan Williams and Son Led. had deducted JUSt over eight pounds 

from rhe wharfages as a collection commission. The Town Clerk was 111strucred rn 

consult with rhe borough's solicirnrs on the legality of such an action. 

Shortly after this development, in January 1962, the Council received confirma­

tion from rhe District Supervisor of rhc Audit Department char the agreer~1~nt 

between rhe Council and rhe Inter Island Shipping Company was 111 order. l he 

District Supervisor, wrote that rn dare, rhe I nrer Island Company had nor made any 

significant profit our of the agreement but he warned that 1f the amount of cargo 

handled acrhe port continued rn rise as ir had done 111 1961 then it would be prudent 

for rhe Council w review carefully the agreement when it came up for renewal 111 

November 1962. The District Supervisor added chat he had informed C. Iorgan 

Williams and Son Ltd. of his findings. 
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The Audit Department report should have put to rest any possible concern char 

C.l\ lorgan \Vi Ili a ms and Son Lrd migh r have had regarding rhe agreemcnr berween 

rhe Council a~d the_lnter Island S hipping Company but ir did nor. The problem 

berween the Kaiapo1 Sh 1pp1ng Company, run by C.I\ I organ \Vi Ilia ms and Son Lrd, 

and rhe _Council now ccnrred on rhe rerention of ll'har rhe comrany rermed 

comm 1ss1on for rhe task of co ll ecring the wharfages. 

In lay 1962 rhe Counci l again demanded the payment ofrhc deducted money 

add111g rhat I[ was w1ll1ng to opc_n negoriarions between rhe Inrer Jsland Sh ipping 

Company and rhe Kaiapo1 Sh1pp 1ng Company wirh rhe aim of serrl in g what 

appeared to be a double payment of commission. 

. The ncgoriations were opened ar a meeting held on 7 June between reprcscnra­

cives of both comparnes and the Council. The Inrer Island Company represenra­

rivc, I\ I r Nelsen, scared rhac h IS company was prepared to collect rhe wharfages 

from all sh1_ps us111g the porr and rhar his company did nor consider rhe information 

conra 1n cd 111 the ships' manifest and cargo lisr to be confidemial as rhere were 

other means by which char informarion could be obtained. He rhoughr that the rwo 

and a l:alf per ccnr commission rhat his company received on rhe wharfagcs was 

a book cnrry on ly and of _no s1gn1ficance to rhe lnrcr Island Company. The 

I ~1r_er Island Company pOSJ[JOn was nor accepted b y rhe represcmari, ·e of the 

Kaiapo1 Sh 1pp111g Company, C .T.\\lilli ams, who scared rhar his company cons id ­

ered rhe_ rwo and half per cent commission ir charged on rhe wharfages ir collccred 

to be fair as 1r would have been impossible for rhe Council to have made the 

collectJon by itscl f. Williams was of the opin ion char rhc commission charged by the 

I nrerlsland Company on rhe cora l wharfages collccrcd, on rhosc ir collccrcd as well 

as on rl~ose collected by the Kaiapoi Shipping Company, was illegal. In the 

Councils view there were two possiblq,olurions. The first was to hand rhe enrire 

collectJon Job over to rhc lmer Is land Shipping Company and rhe second was co 

take over rhe task irs_clf. The Kaiapoi Shipping Company could nor agree wirh 

e1rher solut;on and_ 1r refused to. hand over the comm issions ir had a lready 

deducred . 1 he mcetJng broke up with the parties furrhcr aparr rhan rhcy had been 
before the meering. · 

The arcirude ofrhe Kaiapoi Sh ipping Company pm rhe Counci l in an awkward 

pos1t1on. It had_complimemed the enrerprise of rhe company and ir cou ld see che 

benefirs of hav111g more than one company rrading through irs port. On rhe orher 

hand the_ Counc il cou ld nor forger rhe assistance rhatthc I nrer I s tand Company had 

g iven_ 1r 111 the task of re-open1ng_rhe port. lr was clear by the end of rhe 7 June 

meet111g char no comprnm1se sol utJon could be worked our. In evitab ly rhe Counci l 

and rhe Ka1apo1 S h1pp1ng Company would become involved in a legal barcle over 

rhe rerentJon ofrhe commission payments. In July 1962 rhe I !arbour Committee 

recommended that the Counci l proceed wirh legal action to recover rhe commis­

sions deducted by the Kaiapoi Sh ipping Company from rhe wharfages ir had 
collected. 

At rh_e same rime as the dispute over the rerenrion of rhe commissions ll'as 

aggravar111g the relationship bcrwc~n the Counc i_l and the Kaiapoi Shipping 

Company, rhe company was embarking on a campaign char ll'as bound co cause a 
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dereriorarion of the relationship between the two shipp in g companies. The 

Finance Committee received a letter from a director of the Kaiapoi Shipping 

Company, Captain C.1\ 1.Andcrson, at its 23 July meeting, conrnini ng estimates for 

the provision of essent ial services at the port. Anderson submitted cwo esmnaces. 

The first one was based on the use of the existing launch and radio and the second 

was based on che comemplated purchase of larger second hand launch wic~1- a new 

radio telephone. These estimates appea red to be unsolic1ted as the [, 111ancc 

Committee decided co write to the other shipping company using the pore asking 

it co submit an estimation of the running of the essemial services . As well as making 

it clear co che I ncer Is land Company chat the Counci I through its Finance Comm1c­

cee was considering changes at the pore, the Harbour Commiuce was_ confirming 

chat changes had co take place. le decided chat the an e lement of unfairness could 

result if che presem agreement between the l nter Island Company and the Council 

was renewed. The Harbour Commircee decided to call a conference between all 

shipping companies using the port and the Marine Departmem to sort ~-ut any 

potential difficulties. However no such mcct111g cook place. l!1stcad the I· 111ar~ce 

Committee presented an agreement which it stated was fair to aH the parties 

concerned. The agreement was co last for cwo years provided chat the Imer Island 

Company continued to pay for the present co cs of the harbour which were 

estimated co be three thousand pounds per year. The Inter Island Company would 

continue co receive its presenr percentage payment umil the cost of the expenses 

were recovered and thereafter ll'Ould receive ten per cem on the excess money. 

Th is agreement was sem to the t\Jarine Department with a covering letter from the 

Counci l explaining chat it thought that the new agreement inc luded a fair and 

equitable price for the services which the company provided. . 

This was not the view of the Secretary of l\lanne. In a lengthy letter received 

by the Harbour Comm ittee on 13 September 1962 the Secretary stated that it was 

apparent chat che Council had not come up with an agreeme_nt that could provide 

the basis for running a pore chat was acceptable to both sh1pp111g compa111es. It was 

recommended chat a further conference was held. A motion proposed by Co un cil­

lor Sinc lair co recommend to the incoming council that such a conference be held 

was lost as there was no seconder. lnscead a motion proposed by Councillor l\lonk 

and seconded by Councillor· fhompson adopred the proposal that a decision on the 

agreement be deferred until the new council had been elected. At this point 111 the 

meeting the expectations of the Inter Island Company on the_ future of the port 

were expressed. The company was concerned chat the corn pet1 c1on for frc1gh t from 

the new inter island rail ferry, "Ammoo110 ", and L yttelton on completion of the_road 

tunnel connect in g char port with Christchurch, would adverse ly affect the Ka1apo1 

operation . The company urged rhe Counci l to recommend to the 1ncom 1ng counc1 l 

char a conference be held. 
Throuohout Owen \\lilliams's first term as l\layor the problem of the port had 

been fest;ring. There seemed litrle likelihood that it wou ld be resolved. The 

loyalty of che Counci I cowards the Inter Island Company was_severely_ rested by the 

persistence of the Kaiapoi Shipping Company and the chang1 ng cond 1c1 ons of era de 

at the pore. Ar the last meeting of the o ld Counc il on 8 October l 962 the harbour-
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master reported that the Kaiapoi Company had inaugurated a new service between 

Kaiapoi and a pier on 11 September using the "JI/. V.T11hoe". This confirmed the 

view that the company was intent on seeking out new avenues for coasta l trade so 

that it would be in a better position to push its case with the new Council. 

Owen Williams was returned to the mayoralty for the second time but more 

significantly for the operation of the harbour H.Owen Hills was returned to local 

body government as a Councillor. His long experience on the old Harbour Board 

both as a member and as chairman resulted in his being appoimed to chair the 

Harbour Commmee. HIiis held a special meeting of the Harbour Committee on 8 

ovembeno consider all the concerns that had been raised over the running of the 

port 111clud111g the problem of commission on wharfages. It was decided to defer the 

commission problem to an ordinary meeting of the Harbour Committee. The 

special meeting then wem on to discuss with representaci,·cs of both shipping 

companies tl~1rteen questions that the committee considered pertinent to the 

smooch ru~n11~g of the harbo~'~: The Kaiapoi Shipping Company represented by 

l\lessrs C.1.\\ illtams and M. I 1pp111g met with the commmee first . The Kaiapoi 

Sh1pp111g Company was happy to suggest that physical improvement be made to 

the_ harbour bm would not discuss the question of the port 's economic future 

111d1cat1ng that tt was too wide a question to answer. The Kaiapoi representatives 

howeve r wanted to make It clear to the committee chat they were unhappy with the 

presem race ~f payment rn the Inter Island Company for the provision of the 

;~_senna! services which 111 their view placed their company at a disadvantage. 

I 1pp1ng then went on w say that the problem was compounded by the unfair 

comp_etmon from the rat! ferry. The shipping companies had been granted 

perm1ss1on ro raise their freight charges by five shillings per ton but had been 

prevented from doing so as the increase would have put them at a disadvantage in 

comparison with tl~'e<~~bsidised rail freight charges. He suggested chat wharfages 

espec,ally on the E class goods of flour, bran , grain, potaroes and maize be 

reduced ro maintain the shipping company's competitive margin. 

The Inter Island Company's representatives, Messrs A.Greenslade and R. elsen 

and Captain C.Bell, chose to be specific in their view of the future economic 

;~nrnng of the port. They suggested that a goods shed should be built on the wharf. 

1 hi s along with the provision of a fork-lift truck would, in the estimation of the 

Inter Island Company, reduce cartage rates and result in a quicker turn around as 

trucks could be run full both ways. Captain Bell was keen ro see repairs done to the 

No 2 Berth as well as deepen111g the harbour basin. It wa conceded by the company 

that the repairs should take precedence over che provision of a goods shed. 

However Greenslade stressed the importance of making Kaiapoi an attractive 

alcernat1ve for freighters_ before the L yuelron road tunnel was completed. He 

a_greed_ th at a smal I reduction 111 wharfages would help make the company compeci­

c,ve with the rail freight system and suggested chat the government should be 

approac~cd over this matter provided there was no accompanying publicity. 

At this po,m the representatives of the Kaiapoi Shipping Company were i nvitecl 

back 111ro the room and Wi l Iiams raised the matter of the harbour agreement. It was 

obvious that the commmee was determined not ro discuss the matter in the 
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presence of the Company as the Town Clerk very ably dismissed the conc_erns 

raised by Williams. After the representatives had left the room the mcet111g decided 

to write ro the Inter Island Company to invite it to meet and negot1ate on the terms 

of the harbour agreement. .. 
This Special Meeting revealed that the Inter Island Company was wtll,ng ro 

take a broader view of the operation of the port 111 order to secure its trade through 

the port. In contrast the Kaiapoi Shipping Company was more interested 111 

achieving what it saw as parity with the other company. It ,~as not concerned that 

facilities at the port, itse lf, may have prevented both companies from compet1ng for 

freight with the rai I ferry and Lyttelton. It was adamant that the problem between 

the companies should be resolved. . 
At the ordinary meeting of the Harbour Commmee on 12 ovember both the 

proposal of the Inter Island Company and the counter_proposal of the Coun_ctl on 

the payment of commission on the wharfages were d1scusse_d. In the end tt was 

decided to accept the company's proposal which was essenually the sa1:ne as the 

agreement which had been drawn up before the local body elections. fhe new 

agreement was to run for two years from I Decemb_er 1962.. . 
There appeared ro be no option left for the Ka1apo1 Sh1pp111g Company but 

accept that the agreement between the Council and the Inter Island Company was 

a fact of life. The company would have to 111crease its share of the trade 111 order to 

counter the provisions of the agreement. However, as foreshadowed by the Inter 

Island Company, the general coastal trading environment became more and more 

competitive and it was natural that s_mall companies like the Ka1apo1 Sh1pp1~g 

Company were bound to lose out ro bigger operations such as the rat! ferry. It\-\ as 

to be expected that with the quick and easy access ro L yuelton chat the road tunnel 

afforded, shippers would prefer the larger and more modern factl1t1es of that port 

ro the primitive conditions at Kaiapoi. . . . . . 
However the Kaiapoi Shipping Company did not give up tts decerm111at1on to 

compete on an equal footing with the Inter Island Company. Although the Harbou~ 

Committee reported in April 1963 that the dispute over the comm1ss10n paymems 

had been settled amicably, the Kaiapoi Shipping Company bombarded_ the l\ lanne 

Department with a series of complaints ranging from dissatisfaction With the State 

of the harbour launch ro comparisons of sh1pp111g charges at other ports which 

ought, in the view of the Kaiapoi Shipping Company_, ro lead to a substant1al 

reduction of the wharfages paid in Kaiapoi. The compla,nts were referred back ro 

the Council by the Marine Department resulting_ in an increased work load for the 

Council staff and an increased sense of exasperation by the Council. This sense of 

exasperation was given voice in August 1964 when the Council in a reply ro the 

J\larine Department stated that it considered it a negation of democracy to suggest 

that the powers vested in the elected members of the Borough ~ounctl at the last 

election be subordinated ro those of an unsuccessful candidate. fhe unsuccessfu I 

candidate was a director of the Kaiapoi Shipping Company, C .T.Williams. 

In many ways it must have been a relief to the Councillors to learn in pecember 

1963 that the Kaiapoi Shipping Company had gone into ltqu ,dauon. 1 hat ~evel­

opment signalled that an encl to the problems with the company wa 111 sight. fhere 
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was now a possible remedy offered in chc courc for che Council co recover che 
money Oll'ing co ic by che company. 

Alchough che problem s over che running of che pore had gained prominence 

dunng boch. of Owen Williams' ccrms as ma yo r che wwn did noc become 

as absorbed 111 che difficulcies as che main procagoniscs had clone. The role of 

che Council was a grcm deal wider chan chac. As ofcen occurs ic can be in che 

small _c h1ngs of local governmcn_nhac chc soul ofche communicy is exposed. One 

such 111c1clem concerned chc Sl[Ing of chc Grey Raven Scouc Den. In January 

1~60 che _Council was informed chac che Scouc Group had been given permission 

b) c_hc l\l1n1scerof Lands co build a den on Darnley Square. The Council however 

cl ec_,cl_ed co hold over assigning che lease of che land co che Grey Raven Group 

unnl 1c had 111spcccecl che building plans for che den. The assignmem had scill noc 

been c?mplececl by !\larch when a problem arose wich che sice in relacion co 

Sc _Paul s Presbycenan Church. The church had purchased a sice 017 Sewell Screec 

aclJ0111 1ngd1e proposed sice of che SC0 U[ den. A dcpucation from chc Sc Paul's 

Presbycenan Church Pl anning Commiuee informed che Council chac ic imencled 

c.~ build a eh urc_h worchy of che cown and ic was anxious cha[[he proposed Scouc Den 

,~oulcl be 111 kccpmg w1cl1 chc design of 1cs own building. On behalf of chc 

Scouc Group, l\lr ].Archer, srnced chac che maccer of che den sicc had been 

co nsidered over a number of years and ic was jusc unforcunacc char ic was nexc co 

che planned new church. He assured che Council char che den would noc be open 

on Sundays buc he could give no long cerm assurance abo uc che upkeep ofche den 
and 1cs surrouncl111g land. 

le appears chac _che Council regarded che concerns of chc church as racher 

querulous because 1c 1mmed1acely approved of che sicing of che scouc den 017 che 

c~ 11~er of Sew~II and Davie Scrcecs an~ ,granccd chc lease of che land co chc Gray 
R<1, en Group ac a peppercorn remal. I he drafc of che lease becween che Scouc 

G,oup and chc Council was prcsencecl ac chc I 9 April 1960 Council mcecing. The 

I Cll[ was secaconc pound per yea r for a [Crm of [wemy one yea rs. The land was only 

co be used for scouc,ng acnvl[Ies and chac che Group ll'as responsible for ereccing 

a'.7d ma1ma1111ng all boundary fences. As well as chac, chc grounds and che building 
had co be kepc 111 a c,dy concl1non. 

The scouc den sicc in Darnley Square was an ideal use ofchc land. Earlier ic had 

been mooc_ecl chac pare of che square should be used for car parking and alchough 

che_Council was noc against chc use ofche land for char purpose a car park was noc 

in keeping w1ch che con_cepc of Darnley Square. The Square had always been an 

~n,gma f~r che commun1cy and whe_n i_c was clccidccl [O insrnll rhe swimming bachs 
,111cl all011 chc cenn1s courcs co be builc 1c was hoped chac che Square would become 

a general recrcaC1onal area for che cown. This had noc happened alchough cherc had 

been ac;~mpcs co make che area more auraccive wich che plaming of crecs and 
shrubs. l he lase auempc had been 111 che early I 950's ,,,lien 017 cli · · · · f I 
B ·f · . e1111c1aC1veo cie 

eauCI y,ng Soc,ecy and che Kai apoi Rornry Club a plan had been clrafccd by che 

D,_,ecwr of Rese rves 111 Chnscchurch, l\lr Barncu. The plan included che scraighc­

cning of Davie Sneec and che plam,ng of e1ghceen lime crces along chac scrccc w 
form an al'cnue as ll'ell as che planC1ng of shrubs around playing areas in che Sq uarc. 
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The supply of che uces and shrubs was co be free provided che Council supplied 

a floral floac for che Provincial Cemennial Cclebracions. The Council agreed co che 

proposal and in Augusc 1950 ic decided co place a plaque ac each encl of che lime uee 

avenue marking che cemennial of che Province. If che crees had survived che axe 

of a council ll'Orkman, who in che following wimercuc chem down in che belief chey 

were dead , che avenue would have provided, by che cime ic was proposed co build 

the scout den , an auraccive ouclook for che den and che proposed new presbycenan 

church. 
The Council could nm have reversed the l\linister of Lands decision co granc 

che Gray Raven Group permission co use che reserve land withouc a gre_ac deal of 

difficulty bll[ it could have made che condicions of che lease more formidable for 

the group eh us mollifying che concerns of che Presbycerians. I c chose noc co do so. 

Tc had concerns for the yo u eh of che cown and perhaps in a small way revealed 1cs 

longer cerm vision for che communicy. 
le seemed chac in Owen Williams' firsc ccrm chere was liule co be pleased a boll[ 

although some projcccs came nearer co realisacion . The Council was scill encourag­

ing che Hospital Board co make a decision co build a new hospirnl for che cown. Ac 

the firsc meeting of the Council in 1961 ic was decided co wricc co che cwo local 

Hospital Board members, Hills and l\[cl\,lillan, wich a requesc chat chey supply die 

Council wich che currenc informacion on chc acquisition of land for a new hospital. 

Alchough noching appeared rn beach icvecl during chac year, progress was made. In 

!\larch che Norch Camerbury Hospital Board cold che Council chac ic had plans for 

rebuilding the Kaiapoi Hospital wich a total of eighc bed s and a possible excension 

rn ccn beds. The Hospital Board informed chc Council chac ic ill[cndecl w use chc 

presem sice of che hospital unless che Council could suggesrnn alcernatil'e sice. The 

firsc him char che Norch Call[crbury I lospital Board was reeons1clenng 1cs plans for 

chc Kaiapoi l lospical came in l\ lay I 96 I.Councillor Sinclair cold a Council n:eecing 

chac che Secretary of che Hospical Board had reporccd chac ,c would be cl1fftculc co 

justify expcnclirnrc on a rebuilding programme when chcre wa s_ very litcle local 

sup pore for a hospical. The Council was urged co encourage 1cs reside ms and chose 

of che surrounding area w use chc maccrnicy facilities ac chc hospirnl so chac che 

rebuilding could be juscified. As che exiscing facilities were run down and old 

fashioned ic was noc easy rn persuade mothers w have chcir babies ac chc Kaiapoi 

Hospital \\'hen cherc were more modern premises available in Chriscchurch and ar 

Rangiora. 
1 lowever a sufficiem number of women did use che hospical in the momhs 

following !\lay 1961 rn persuade che Hospirnl Board chac ic should ac lease consider 

purchasing land in Kaiapoi as a sicc for a new hospirnl. In January 1962 che Council 

recei,·cd con firmacion chac Lots l 9/23 D.P. 786 in Coups' I er race had been sold co 

the Norch Call[erburv Hospital Board as a sicc for chc proposed nell' hospirnl. 

However aparc from purchasing chc block and gcccing che \\'orks and Reserves 

Commiuee ofche Council co arrange for che sicc be cleared ofche buildings, dead 

branches and rubbish che I Iospirnl Board did nmhing funher during 1962 co mo,·e 

che projecc along. In December chc Council wrocc again co the Board rcquescing 

chac ic expcdice chc consuuccion ofche new Kaiapoi l lospirnl as soon as possible 111 
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1963. The reply from the Board in February 1963 muse have been di appointing 

to say the lease. The Board informed the Council chat the new Kaiapoi hospital was 

not o,n ns w_or_ks' programme. The Board maintained that position throughout the 

1960 sand 1f 1c_ was thought that the facility was barely adequate at the beginning 

ofche decade, It was worse by the end of the decade. By that time very few women 

chose to have their babies at the hospital. 

Sig11s of change for the hospital appeared in 1971. In January che Borough 

Council commmed itself to the purchase of the Hospital Board land in Coups 

Terrace, ending all_ thoughts of a new hospital for Kaiapoi. The hospital itself 

remained open unril August 1971. The number of women using the facility was 

min1scule and with the deparc_ure in June 1970 of Doctor Noel Honey, there was 

an 1nsuffic1ent number of medical practitioners in Kaiapoi to run the hospital. The 

Orth Canterbury Hospital had no choice but to close it. Although the hospital was 

poorly patronised by the local people it was _a blow to Kaiapoi to lose the facility. 

The loca l branch of the PI unkec Society, wh lie recognising the problems chat the 

Hosp1tal B_oard_ faced in connection with the running of the Kaiapoi Hospital , 

registered its disapproval. 

. There was a brief flurry of activity in September 197 I when it was thought cha t 

1f the community was able rn attract another doctor to the area the hospital could 

be reopened. A su_b-commmee was formed to petition the Torch Canterbury 

:Iosp1tal Board but its efforcs_came to nothing. The race of use of the hospital before 

its closure did not, in _che _opinion of the Board, justify the expense of re-opening 

it. ~'.uth for the hospital in the end, was the stark reality of its closure. 

I he building was sold to the Red Cross which over the next four years 

converted it 111rn a lodge forthe aged. The conversion of the hospital meant chat the 

building kept JtS _association with the care of people and was a good example of the 

community looking for a new use for a building. This is a process which has been 

repeated often in Kaiapoi. 

. The Red Cross Lodge faced a crisis of its own in 1984. From the beginning of 

its operanons 1n 1975 the Lodge had run at a loss. One of the contributing factors 

111 the loss_ was the face chat the money spent on the renovations could not be 

recovered 1n fees._ Another factor was the change in status of che Lodge from an 

1nst1tut1on providing res1dent1 al care to one providing immediate care with the 

consequence that the cost of staffing rose. This cost added to the deficit. The third 

factor was that similar accommodation had bee n opened in Kaiapoi and Rangiora 

thus reducing the number of potential residents for the Lodge. The Red Cross 

thoug ht that the only solution was to sell the property and thus throughout 1984 

there was som<:_ uncertainty over the continuation ofchc Lodge. By December the 

crisis wa over. fhe Red Cross Lodge entered into an agreement in chat month with 

Pres~ycerian Support Services which enabled the Lodge to continue to operate. 

1 he same type of_paccern also appeared to be developing with che establish­

ment of a high school 111 the wwn. The_ problems of overcrowding at the Rangiora 

111gh School had not d Im In 1shed. In February 1960 it was reported in the North 

Co11terb11ty Gazette chat the roll at Rangiora High School had exceeded seven 

hundred pupils of whom two hundred and seventy were new pupils. The report 
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added chat the phenomenal growth in Kaiapoi resulting from _che availability of 

cheap sections offered by the Reverend Riseley, the_ complec10n_ ohhe sewage 

scheme and the recent establishment of a number of light 1ndusmes 111 the town, 

was only going to compound che problem of space at Rangiora High School. The 

population of Kaiapoi was estimated to be only cwo hundred less than Rang1ora. 

According to the North Ca11terbuty Gazette it made sense to bu I Id a h 1gh sc~ool In the 

town. If this was not to happen soon, the figures meant chat, on the papers analysis, 

che roll at Rangiora High School would reach one thousand very_soon. There were 

not the facilities at che school to cope with that number of pupils. (3) 

Despite the concern over the situation at Rangiora High Scho?l and the long 

term lobbying from Kaiapoi the Education Department did nothing throughout 

1960 to consider alleviating the situation. In June 1960 the Council advised the 

Canterbury Education Board that ic was perturbed at the lack of action over the 

purchase of a site for a high school. . 

Ac the beginning of the school year in 1961 concern was expressed again over 

che numbers of pupils coming to Rangiora from the Ka1apo1_area. The_ roll had 

reached eight hundred and ten , three hundred and twenty e1g_hc of which were 

third form enrolments. The Superintendent of the Southern Regional Office of the 

Education Department did reply in !\larch 1961 to the Kaiapoi Borough Council's 

query about the likelihood of a school being built. The Council was_adv1sed that 

che Department was investigating the possibility of purchasing a site 111 Ohoka 

Road. Another six months were to pass before the Superintendent of the Southern 

Regional office was able to announce that the purchase of the tv~ency and _a half acre 

site in Ohoka Road had been approved by the Department. 1 he Superintendent 

however reiterated the warning he had issued in March. The purchase of the land 

did not mean that the building of the high school was imminent. The site was being 

acquired by che Department at this time in order to have it available when the 

building of a new high school could be justified. T~1e purchase of the land however, 

for those who had been urging this step for a long t1me, was a milestone. le was clear 

chat che next step, that of building the school, was achievable. le would take a 

persistent campaign to persuade the government that ic_ "~as a necessary step. 

ocwichstanding the community view chat the prov1s1on of a h1 ~h school was 

a urgent need the Education Department moved at an extraordinarily slow pace. 

Indeed it is fair to observe that the Department appeared to hope that the problem 

of the provision of a high school in the town would just disappear. The M ini scer of 

Education, the Honourable B.Tennent, visited the town on 27 !\larch 1962 to 

discuss che future of education in the town. aching concrete emerged from this 

meeting. In December the Council again decided to request the Education 

Department to give urgent consideration to its request for_a secondary school in 

Kaiapoi. Again no positive seeps were taken by the Education Department. 

At che same time the Education Department was moving to increase the 

maximum number of pupils able to be enrolled at a co-educational school. The 

Rangiora I Iigh School Board of Governors received a report in August 1960 stating 

(3) ,\'011h Cr1111,d1111y C11z,•lft'. -l.2.1960. 
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rhar rhe rnaximu111 al lowable enrol111ent nu111bers had risen to one rhousand. The 
Board was perrurbecl as it felr rh is was too high an umber to cope within one school. 
In 1961 this nu111bcr was again raised to one thousand rwo hundred and fifty and 
aga in the Rangiora Board was uni111pressed. Un less 111orc capira l works were 
undertaken at the school, it observed, it could not cope with anything like chose 
nu111bcrs. In practical rerms ir rneam char rhe building of a high school in Kaiapoi 
was able to be del ayed until rhe Rangiora High School reached rhe maxi111um 
allowab le capacity. 

o more action was taken until April 1964. Again this was to be a Kaiapoi 
in itiarive. The local J\ I ember of Parliament, 1-1. L.Pickeri ng, was invited to attend 
a Counci l meeting on Z0April. It was intended rhat rhe various proble111s rhe town 
was experiencing would be discussed bm in fact there was only one proble111 rhar 
rhe 111e111bers of the Council were keen to pursue. l t was rhe lack of a high school. 
Pickering was told rhar the establish 111cnr of ah igh school was the key to the future 
growrhand prosperity of the town. The recem rapid growrh in the population of 
Ka1apo1 was_ likel y rn slow clown if rhe school was not builr. The J\Ja yo r had long 
been active 1n pressing the cause of the school and in rhis he had the support ofrhe 
Rang1ora Borough Council as well as the support of the Rangiora High School 
Board of Governors. I lowever ir was claimed rhar it would be a long ci111e before a 
school could be built if the Educarion Department stuck to irs formula regarding 
r~1c pote~nal number of rhird for111 pupils that would attend a high schoo l in 
Ka1apo1. fhe Council showed that it was willing to consider al l options by 
sugges ting char the experi111ental form one to six school in Geraldine mighr be a 
111odcl for the provi_sion of secondary cducarion in Kaiapoi. It co uld have backed up 
its argument for thi s type of education in the clisrricr by pointing our that the cown 
did support a District High School in the early yea rs ofrhe century. The Council 
stated that it was aware of the probl ms that 111ighr arise with the estab li sh111cnt of 
a form one co six schoo l in the rnwn, that the existing pri111ary schools would have 
co be decapitated and that parents, pupils and the ge neral community 111ighr not be 
1n fornur ofrh1s type of school. On balance, however, the Council favoured such a 
sc hool as it would mea n the provision of secondary education in the t0\1'n sooner 
than waiting until the pupil nu111bers 111archcd · the Education Depart111ent 's 
formula. It was possible that in the meanri111e a high sc hool wou ld be built in a 
northern SL'.burb of C:hrisrchurch and thus further delay the building of a high 
school 111 Ka1apo1. Pickering was urged to present rhe Council's ,·iews ro the 
J\Iiniscer of Education. 

By June 1964 a number of organisations in Kaiapoi were urging that a public 
mcer1 ng be held to support the esrabl ish 111ent of a secondary school in the town. 
The Kaiapoi Businessmen's Association, the Kaiapoi Counrr~, Women 's Institute 
the Kaiapoi North Schoo l's Parent Teacher Association, and the Kaiapoi Rotar); 
C_lub had all \l'l'1rrcn ro the Council requesting that a public meeting be held to 
discuss the marrer. The 111eeri ng 11·as held on 3 August 196-+. 

As a rcsu It of the motions passed at the 111eeti ng the Counci I decided ro appoim 
the i\layo r and Councillor Hill s as a deputation to the i\linisrer of Education. 
Pickering was approached ro arrange the 111eecing at which the deputation ex-
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pressed to the i\linister the public concern at the lack of a high sclrnol in Kaiapoi. 
The i\layo r, O.l\1.Williams, reported_ that he thou~ht the dep,~1rar1on had bee~ 
given a fair hearing and char the i\l1n1st~rhad promised_ that a full high sch~?I , 
would be provided for the town. The M1n1ster sa id that 1t was not a matter of 1f 
bur a 111 arrer of "when" and eh us the deputation rernrned fro111 Well1ngron w1tl1 the 
feeling that their journey had been worth the cfforr. Jn fact nothing was done. 

At the same rime as the town waged what appeared robe a losmg battle with the 
Education Oepart111em for a high school for the rown the North Canter­
bury Education Board was 111ore successfu l in obcai~ing a _second pri111ary school 
for Kaiapoi. The numbers of enrolments at the Ka1apo1 Borough School had 
been sceadi ly climbing since the pose Second World War baby boom a_nd _there 
was quire rapid growth of the town at the end of the 19S0's. At the_ beg111111ng of 
the decade there had been six hundred and sevemy seven occupied house_s 1n 
Kaiapoi and by the end of the l 9S0's che nu111ber of _occupied houses had nsen 
to eight hundred and eighty six. This represemed a rise of al111ost thirty one per 
cem in rhe nu 111 ber of dwellings alone. A large number of those _new houses 
were occupied by yo ung fami lies . The North Ca11terb111y Gazette was mmgued by 
rhe large increase in Kaiapoi's population and conducted a number of_ 1mer­
views with the occupants of new houses 1n the town. l\,losr of the new res1dems 
had co 111 e from larger centres where the price of land had pm the builcl1ng of a 
new house beyond their means. ln Ch ri stchurch a house secuon _could be bought 
for five hundred pounds compared with che one hundred and ,e ,_ghty pounds for 
a si 111 iJar section in Kaiapoi. One occupam of a new house 111 Ka1apo1 menuoned 
that he had shifted his family from Christchurch for the cheap la_nd as well 
as escaping from the badly polluted air of the city. He thought Ka1apo1 was_ a 
more healthy environment for his children although he conunuecl to work 1n 

Christchurch. (.J) 

This large increase of young fa111i li es in che town added rn problems of 
acco 111 modarion at the Kaiapoi Borough School. At the beg111111ng of 1961 the 
number of children at the school was five hundred and eighty. The school had 
enrolled chirty one new cmrants in the first week of the school year and that 
compared with twenty one in the previous yea r. By June :h,c ro ll had reached six 
hundred. It was obvious chat a new school had to be built. I he North Camerbury 
Education Board bought a sire on the l\lain North Road close to the new 
subdivisions around Meadow Street. 'The new school was to cater for children 
Jiving north of the river. Building the school_ w~s to b~~in almost immediately but 
was delayed for s0111e ci111e because of the site 1rse_lf. I he land was very low lying 
and thus prone to surface flooding. Consequently 1t was decided to remove abom 
ten thousand yards of top soi l fro111 the sire and replace It With sand from a nearby 
sand hill and rhen replace the top soi I. le was estimated atthe b_eg11111111g of~ 961 that 
rhe new school would be ready for occupation at che beg111n1 ng of the third term. 
In fact it was nor opened until February 1962. The new Kaiapoi North S:hool 
opened with four classrooms, an administration block and a dental cl1111c. 1 here 

(4) ,\'(Jrt/, { ,(IJl/l'r/11111· (,'11Z.f'l/t', 29 .. ). I 960. 

361 



A(lit,poi, , \ SMrrhfor lrlmtill' 

\\ere one hundred and fifty six childre n o n the ro ll on openi ng day. The first 

headmaster was lorris O'Ca ll aghan and the first chairman of rhe Schoo l Comm it­

tee Robert Sincock. The officia l ope ning ceremony was performed by the ~lember 

of Parli ament for Southern ~ lao ri , S ir Eruera Tirikarene. S ir E ru era spoke on the 

theme of aroha which for a primary schoo l in Kaiapoi seemed to be particularl y 

appropriate. Throughout the town 's Pakeha history there had been a stro ng 

A(liapoi ,\ '011h Srhool, ope11i11g r/(I_I'. (J., 11. \\ 'i/lir1111s s11111rli11g, Sir F.mnr, seater! 10 th,, ltft - ro1111esy A·r,iapoi 

,\ '011h Srhoo/ 

tendency for the townsfolk to look after their neighbours. Th e aro ha char S ir Eruera 

spoke of on openin g day reca ll ed nor only the ~laori co ncept of caring bur a lso the 

o ld Wes leyan tradition of ca re for others ch ar had always been a feature of the 

rown. 
The one hundred and fifty six children on the ro ll of Kaiapoi North School in 

1962 reduced the roll at the Boro ugh School to a more managea ble four hundred 

an d thirty eight. Then umbe r of chil dren attending Sr Pa crick 's Schoo l had hovered 

around the eighty mark for a n umber of yea rs. This was nor affected by the open ing 

of Kai apoi North Schoo l. 
The Kaiapoi Roman Catho li cs had ga ined their ind e pendence from the Rangiora 

parish in 195-l. The Reve rend Father R.O'Gorman was the first res ident priest. A 

new convent was opened on 13 December 1959 by Bi shop E.~ 1.Joyce. T he Siste rs 

of Our Lady of the Mi ss ions had bee n in Kaiapoi since 1922 and had always, 

according to the representative of the lay iry at rh e opening, E.F irzgera ld , worked 

under difficu lt c ircumsta nces. The new rwo sto ried brick convent, dedicated co 

Saint John Vianney, was des ig ned and built by R.L.Ken nedy of C hri stchurch and 

gave the siste rs more comfortable li ving conditions. The improvement chat the 
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co n vent made to th e s ite was co ntinued in 1962 when rwo new classrooms were 

ad ded. These were offi c iall y opened in September and it was felt th at th e Rom an 

Ca th o li c ed uca ti on in Kaiapo i was ready to expand. 
This was ce rtainl y tru e bur what was no t foreseen in 1962 was how different 

rhe face of Roman Catho li c ed ucat ion wou lei become in the fo ll owi ng rwo decades. 

Roman Cath o li c schoo ls had always been maintained on a shoe string budget 

made poss ibl e la rge ly through the se rvi ces of th e teachin g reli g ious orders, 

St Patr ick's in Kaiapo i was no except ion. H owever by the mid 1970's many 

re lig ious o rd e rs were facing a c riti ca l shortage in th e num_bers needed to full y 

staff each schoo l under th e ir con trol. Our L ad y of the M 1ss1ons orde r decided to 

employ its first lay teacherar Kaiapoi in 1976 and chat dec is ion set in motion a rapid 

change for the schoo l which was more or less comp I ere by 198 1. The e mpl oyme nt 

of a lay teacher meant th at rh e sma ll budget needed to run th e schoo l was now 

increased by the necessity to pa y the non-rel ig iou reachin g staff at th e rates that 

co uld be expected in the sta te schoo ls. le was not a feasible option for the Roman 

Catholi c schoo ls to raise their fees to cove r the inc rease in th e ir sa lary bills. That 

would result in fewer Roma n Catho li c families being ab le to affo rd to send their 

childre n co Roma n Catho li c schoo ls. Nether was it feasible for the Roman Cath oli c 

C hurch to withdraw from educario r/as the sta re sys te m would be unab le to cope 

with rhe numbers of childre n req uiring places in scare schoo ls. A comprom ise 

so lurion was arri ved a t whereby all private schoo ls could op t to become integrated 

in to rhe stare system of ed ucatio n. In essence integration meant that th e stare 

became liab le for rhe payment of teache rs' sa laries and the provision of eq uipme nt 

once rhe schoo l beca me integrated. In ord e r to qualify for the programme each 

schoo l had co meet the standard s fo r buildings, playgrounds and equ ipme nt char 

were sec for scare schoo ls. For np ny Roman Catho lic schoo ls thi s meant conside r­

ab le expend iture. For St Pat ri ck's School it meant th at the or ig ina l 1926 c lassroo m 

block had to be rep laced by a three classroom block, an office and waiting area. As 

we ll as these physica l changes the schoo l had to get used to a lay principal for the 

first time in its hi sto ry. Terry Ru sh was appointed principal in 198 1. Hi s prev ious 

appo intment had been as principal at the Scar of the Sea Convene Schoo l in 

Sumner. Ar the time Ru sh rook over as principal the roll stood at one hundred and 

twenty fi ve compared with the e ighty four children e nroll ed in 1976 when th e first 

lay teacher was appo inted. ln 198 1 the schoo l had three lay teachers and just two 

religious teache rs and by May of that year it had become a full y integra ted school. 

In just five yea rs the o ld co nve nt based pa ri sh schoo l had been complete ly 

transformed. It natura ll y reta ined its spec ia l nature as a Roman Ca th oli c schoo l but, 

apa rt from thi s added dimension, th e ed uca ti on rece ived at St P atr ick 's was 

indistinguishable from that which th e childre n at Kaiapoi Boro ugh and Kaiapoi 

l or th Schools rece ived. 
In rh e wider community s imilar and just as profound changes were occ urrin g. 

However they began ea rli e r and were slower in th e ir appli ca ti on. 

The Kaiapoi Woo ll e n ~Ii II was so inextricab ly part of Kaiapoi th at it see med as 

if each was part of th e other. It was inco nce ivabl e char the town would eve r be 

without rhe mill. It was, afte r all, the rown which gave the mill its ide ntity and vice 
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versa. Kaiapo i bl anke ts had put the town and ew Zea land on th e world map and 
ge nera ti ons of Kaiapoi fa mili es had been e mployed in the mill. C hanges however 
bega n to ta ke place at th e mill th at would mean the end of th e assoc iati on. ln 
D ecembe r 1962 th e Kaiapoi Woo ll e n Company bega n me rge r ta lks with th e 
We llingto n Woolle n Company. It was fe lt by both companies th at th e ir co mmon 
export goa ls co uld be be n e r achi eved as one company th an as ri vals in an 
increas ingly compe titi ve market. T he woo ll e n goods marke t wo rld wid e was fac ing 
a seri ous chall e nge from the much improved synthe tic fibres. Th e re fore it made 
comme rcia l se nse to combine forces whe re ve r poss ible . The me rger was com­
p le ted by June 1963 and the first big change for th e e mployees at th e mill was th e 
change of name. T he mill now opera ted unde r th e name ofK aiapoi Pe tone G ro up 
Textil es Ltd. T he la rger reso urces of the new company meant tha t th e mill was 
ab le to insta ll more mode rn eq uipme nt as we ll as expanding th e facto ry itse lf. T he 
insta lla ti on of a shrink res istant plant meant that th e company's products co uld 
keep pace with oth e r woo ll e n manufacture rs as we ll as th e synthe ti c fibre manu­
fac ture rs. T he shrink res istant plant was especia ll y useful fo r the ex port of partl y 
processed woo l to ps to Australi a and some Midd le Eas te rn co untri es. At th e rime 
of rhe me rger the new company e mpl oyed fi ve hundred peo ple; a la rge pro porti on 
of whom were em pl oyed at th e mill in Kaiapoi. 

Unde r the manage me nt of Kings ley Harri son th e mill mad e steady p rogress 
thro ughout th e 1960's. Knitting ya rn p roduced unde r th e Kaiapoi labe l was 
extremely popular with do mes ti c buye rs. T he pat te rn and des ign de partme nt 
produced new pa tte rn s fo r home k nitte rs each season which e nsure d a steady 
dema nd fo r the ya rns produced by the mill. T he s ix years be tween the me rge r wi th 
the We llingto n Woo ll e n Company and the e nd of the decade ca n now be see n as 
an hi atu s peri od fo r the company. In January 1969 the mill manage r, Harri so n, 
co ll apsed and d ied. As the re bad been no hintth at~ uch a di saste r co uld happe n the 
management was ill p repare d . It was dec ide d co appo int H arry O ra m as manger fo r 
a probat ionary peri od ofthree months. T hi s te rm was comple ted sa ti sfacto ril y bm 
at the e nd of e ightee n months in th e job O ram res igned. In June 1970 th e pos ition 
of m ill manager was offe red co and ta ke n up by Jack Towne nd . 

Many at the mill at the time of T own e nd 's appointme nt mark thi s as th e 
beginning ofa n unstable era in the mill 's hi story. It has been sa id th at th e ge ne ral 
mora le of th e e mployees began co slip and th e re was soon ve ry I ittl e le fr of th e team 
work and sense of pride th at had been such a fea ture of the work fo rce fo r mos t of 
the yea rs go ne by. 

In Jul y 1972 th e Boa rd of Directo rs of th e Kaiapoi Perone Gro up re leased a 
sta te me nt co th e share holde rs in th e co mpany reco mme nding th at th ey acce pt a 
take-over offe r from the O tago company, 1\losgie l Woo ll e ns Ltd . In th e sta te me nt 
the chairman of the Boa rd , T.].C hambe rl ain , outline d th e proble ms th at th e 
company had been expe riencing. As was th e case in th e ea rl y 1960's th e marke t 
fo r woo ll e n fi bre was be ing cha ll e nged by synth e ti c fibres however in th e 
ea rl y 1970's thi s was even more of a threat because of th e grea t improveme nt in 
the q uantity, quality and vari e ty of man-made fibres th at we re ava i !abl e . Probabl y 
alli e d with the fa ll off in de mand fo r woo ll e n fibre th e company had a se ri ous 
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ove r-produ cti ve ca pac ity whi c h in wrn co ntribute d co in c reas in g cos ts 
for th e company fo r both labour and th e raw mate ri al. T he poli c ies of th e 
go ve rnme nt compounded th ese proble ms. An artifi c ial de lay caused by th e 
price contro l sche mes mea nt cha t th e company co uld not ac hi eve cost recove ri es 
eh ro ugh an increase in th e prices of its goods quickl y e nough, adde d to which, in 
th e company's view, was th e burde n of th e payro ll taxati on. C hambe rl a in re ported 
th at in th e face of these diffi culti es th e company had three options ope n to it. 
F irstl y it co uld proceed with the plans tha t we re already in pl ace for recovery 
but th at thi s would be a long and painful process with no guara ntee of success. 
Secondl y th e company co uld liquidate its asse ts ,i nd thirdl y it co uld acce pt th e 
offe r of 1\losgie l Wooll e ns Ltd. T he Board was sati sfi e d that th e ta ke-ove r offe r 
was the bes t it co uld ac hieve fo r the company in th e highl y compe titi ve woo ll e n 
marke t. Mos t of th e pro ble ms in the Kaiapoi Perone G ro up had been bro ught about 
by its inability co rid itse lf of its conside rabl e fa bric stock and thi s proble m 
co uld onl y be addressed if th e indu stry unde rwe nt ra ti onali sa ti on on a nati onal 
bas is. C hambe rl a in stressed th at whil e the mill divi sion was still pro fitabl e 
the Boa rd co uld nor be sure of its future if, as was anti c ipated, th e woo ll e n goods 

market con rrac ted furth e r. 
T he recomme ndati on th at th e share holde rs acce pt th e losgie l offe r ra th e r 

than liquidate the companies asse ts was supported by a rep ort done by a C hri stchurch 
charted acco untant, C.W.Eva ns. In hi s re port Eva ns wrote th at whil e a woo ll e n 
company continues co trade it ca n continue co use its raw mate ri a ls to make goods 
whe reas if it stoppe d tradin g it would have co se ll th e raw mate ria ls fo r the best price 
ava il ab le which at th at rime was a low one. It seeme d that th e way to p rofi ta bility 
fo r th e company was in spec ia li sa ti on and thi s co uld onl y be do ne in th e context of 

a bi gger conglomera te . 
By August 1972 seve nty fi ve percent of th e Kaiapoi Pe ron e share hold e rs had 

agreed co acce pt th e take-ove r bid . By Septe mbe r the nine ty per cent threshold of 
acce ptances which 1\losgie l \Voo ll e ns Ltd had sec as a pre req ui site co ta ke-ove r had 
been reache d and so it was able co compl e te its purchase of th e Kaiapoi Perone 

Gro up . 
This change had a far grea te r impact on the Kaiapoi mill th an th e change in 

1963. Unlike th at change, the 1972 event was co bring th e dreade d word , "ra ti on­
ali sa ti on" in to th e vocabulary of th e townsfo lk of Kaiapoi. Th e ta ke ove r of the 
Kaiapoi Perone G ro up by 1\l osgie l Woo ll e ns was not done in ord e r to be ne fit 
mutua lly th e rwo companies as had been th e case wh e n th e Kaiapoi Woo ll e n 
Company and th e We llingto n Woo ll e n Company had me rged . T hi s time it was a 
matte r of a stronge r company acquiring th e assets of a weake r company, us ing th e 
parts of th at company which would be ne fit it and di sca rding th e res t. Th e 
rati ona li sation progra mme bega n as soon as the losgie l Company had comple ted 
its take-ove r. The ge nera l manager of th e company, J.S.Lee, ann ounced on 16 
Septe mbe r th at e ighteen of th e Kaiapoi Perone Gro ups sa lesme n had been give n 
notice and thi s had reduced th e company's sa les staff by half. The three hundre d 
sta ff at th e mill in Kai apoi we re afraid that thi s move s ignall e d a halving of 
wo rk fo rce overa ll and L ee's sta te me nts about the mill did nothing co all ay thi s fea r. 
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He said that although some of the equipment at Kaiapoi was new most of it was old 

and that in the spinning department the more modern equ ipment at the l'vlosgie l 

facco ry could produce three times as much as the sp inning division at Kaiapoi cou ld 

with its outdated machinery. It was therefore no surprise when in December 1972 

the woollen card ing and spinning operations at the mill were c losed down with che 

consequen t loss of jobs ac che mill. Jc was che first time since the Great Depression 

of the J 930's chat such a large number of Kaiapoi people had lose their jobs. Ic was 

devascing for them and for che cown. However the cown cook comfort from che 

I\Josgiel Company's assurance that now chat part of the operation had been c losed 

the remaining sections of the mill would become stronger and more viab le . 

However this prediction did not come true. Within a year the worsted carding and 

combing sections had been closed. It seemed as if once che rationalisation process 

had been introduced co the mill there was very littl e that could be done co scop it. 

To be fa ir co rhe fosgiel Company the Kaiapoi mill buildings and most of irs 

equipment were clue for renewal. It was logica l for the company co use its other 

more modern plants co do the work char was being done less efficiently and at 

greater cost in Kaiapoi. This however was not how the workers in Kaiapoi saw 

rationa li sation. To them it was a bitter blow and co the cown it was co have a last ing 

impact on its identity. If the mill was being reduced co a shadow of its former se lf 

then the cown was no longer a mill cown wirh stab le long term emp loyme nt 

opporw n i ties. 
A brief respite in the rationa li sation programme began in December 1974 with 

the appointment of Ray Crombie as mill manager. The finishing department was 

expanded co cope w ith a ll the finishing work from the company's other factories. 

The balling department received a new bal I ing machine and a second machine was 

ordered. The morale of the staff rose as it seemed that at last the company's 

assurances cou ld be believed. It was now felt by the employees char the rationali­

sat ion programme made sense. It cou ld be seen that each faccory in the company 

would become a spec ia li st in one phase of the processing cycle and this specia li sa­

tion would ensure the faccory's fuwrc. The cown too took comfort and it seemed 

as if irs identity as a mill cown, albeit in a reduced form, would be preserved. 

This state of affairs did not last for long. In March 1975 the compa ny decided 

to phase out rhe o ld equipment in the weaving and wct finishing departments. 

Some of staff in those areas were offered jobs in che company's faccory in l\ losgicl 

but most lost rheir employment. Even so under Crombie's management morale at 

the mill remained high until he was transferred back co Dunedin. Crombic's place 

was taken by Alan loners head. lorrershead began his managemenc of the mill 

on 1 August It would be poetic justice co say that the natural disaster that occu rred 

char same day was a mere zephyr compared with what was going co occur at the mill 

in the next three years. 

1 August 1975 will a lways be remembered as rhe day of one of North Canter­

bury's worse north west wind scorms. The wind that day was strong enough co 

uproot whole sectio ns of forests, tear rhe roofs from a large number of houses and 

literall y blow plants out ofrhe gro und . Part of the railway station, by chen a quaint 

strucwre, was wrecked so that what remains of the building is a rather forlorn 
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shadow of its former g lory. Schoo ls in the area were closed because the conditions 

were dangerous. This was the day that rhe last mill manager began work at the one 

hundred and two year o ld faccory. 
loners head continued rhe wind down of the company's operation in Kaiapoi. 

Over rhe months between his appointment in August 1975 and his deparwre in 

1977 a number of departments were closed with the loss of a great number of jobs. 

When l\lorrersheacl left what remained of the faccory was left in charge of the 

personnel manager Heccor I\JcAllister. . 

The J\.losgiel Company announced in June 1977 that the company 111tenclecl co 

close the Kaiapoi mill down within the next eighteen months co two years. The 

announcement wok the soul out of Kaiapoi. It was as if the entire cown was co be 

c losed clown. One hundred and seventy people of rhe four hundred that were 

employed by the mill at the time ofrhe 1972 cake-o,·er were sti ll at the mill. The 

reason for the company's decision according to the general manager, J.S.Lee, was 

chat esca lating coses, innaci on and rechnological developments prohibited any 

further development at the Kaiapoi mill. 
l\lost of the workers affected bv the closure belonged to the Canterbury 

Woollen Vlorkers Union and it decid~d co en li st the help ofche Canterbu ry Trades 

Council in an effort co persuade the l\losgiel Company co reconsider its decision. 

'/'/,r lrw str,ff at the \\ ·oollm .I/ill. I lmor ,1/r. \1/ister, /m:rn11rt! 111r111ag:i-rfro11t ro~·- thi,d /m111 lift. \\ "r11d 

Pl,otogmphy. /.:aiapoi - ro1111es1• /.:r11apoi ,l/11.\'1'11111 

The union also ca ll ed for support from the Kaiapoi Borough Counci l and the loca l 

l\lember of Parliament, D.F.Quigley. Both the Borough Council and Quigley, 

a lthough keen w avert a disaster in their respective c lcccorares, rec_ognised that 

there was very linl e char either of them cou ld do to prevent the l\losg1cl Company 

from c losing the mi 11 down. An ediwria l in TZie Press summed up the genera l fee Ii ng 

in the community about the c losure. The editorial opened by scar ing that from al l 

points of view e~cept chose of Kaiapoi and rhe mill workers the closing of the 
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factory made sense. The danger for Kaiapoi as Tlte Press observed was chat it would 
more than ever become a dormitory suburb of Christchurch. In the opinion of the 

editor the closure was not a vote of no confidence in Kaiapoi as a place for major 
indu ·cry. The length of time chat the mill had been in Kaiapoi indicated chat this 

was not o. It was, therefore, imperative char the town and others interested, make 
efforts to find a u e for the mill buildings so chat Kaiapoi would survive as an 
independent town. 

Although the motorway was not recognised at the time as a life line for 
Ka iapoi in many respects it turned out co be just chat. In February 1960 the 
Town Planning Committee of the Borough Council met with the Kaiapoi 
Businessmen 's Association to discuss cwo reports chat the Association had pre­

pared on the proposed motorway. The first report prepared under the leader­
ship of T. I.Ayers seated char the traffic congestion problems were caused 

by bottlenecks on the Waimakariri Bridge and ac the turn off roads from the 
Main North Road both to the ease and the west. The restricted speed zones 
through the built up areas also added co the congestion problems. The Ayers 

report agreed with the stated aim of the l\linistry of Works co build a fast 
flowing motorway co the north chat would be free of both the cross traffic and 
the speed restriction associated with built up areas. Of the three routes proposed 

by the Ministry the Ayers report favoured the most easterly one as it was 
the shortest, the lease expensive anu would cause the lease interference for the 
existing housing in Kaiapoi. 

The second report prepared under the leadership of H.O. 1-1 ills emphasised the 
need for a relief from traffic congestion in Kaiapoi. The Hills report seated chat 

overseas experience suggested chat a motorway wou Id boost Kaiapoi as a residen­
tial area close co Christchurch but along with the construction of a motorway there 
muse be the building ofa high school. 

.'1'he_repon from the Business men 's Association reflected the general 
op1111on 111 Ka1apo1. le was not long before the Council was reflecting chose views. 
In August 1960 the Council met with the Regional Planner, l\liss Taney Norch­

crofc, the Commissioner of \Yorks, l\,J r E.C.Smarc, and two representatives from 
the Ministry of Works, Messrs Goodman and Boyd , co discuss the proposed routes. 
The Council had changed its view which had been chat all chat was needed was 

an upgrading of the present roading system . I c now favoured the construction of 
the route closed to Kaiapoi . In echoing the Hill s report the Council stressed 

that thi s route was the shortest and therefore the lease expensive option. 
Miss Norchcrofc added chat in her opinion Kaiapoi would expand co che south of 
!ts cow~ boundaries if the motorway was built. However she felt chat was not likely 
111 the 1mmed1ace fuwre because Kaiapoi could double its population if it used 
all the existing land within the borough, ac chat time, unused. The main con­

cern of the Borough Council from August 1960 on wa co ensure chat which 
ever option was finall y settled on char the access points co and from Kaiapoi 

were conve111enc. An example of this arose in August 1962 when che Council 
wrote to the Ministry of Works stressing chat it favoured the Green route over 
the newl y proposed Yellow route. The new route would in the Council's opinion 
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have disastrous con equences for the prosperity of the town as the ouchern 

rnrn off point did not give direct access to Kaiapoi. 
All access problems had been sorted out by November J 964 when the Borough 

Council received notification chat the government had decided co increase the 
finance for the motorwa y co three hundred thousand pounds a yea r in order to allow 

che completion of a four-laned motorway from Belfast to Cam Road and a cwo-laned 
motorway from Cam Road co Pinehave n. le was amicipaced char the whole system 

would be complececl by J 970 with the first bridge being completed by the encl of 

1966 and the second being completed by 1968. le was planned to have an 
interchange at Chaneys with exit and entry poims at Tram Road, Ohoka Road and 

Cam Road. This plan suited Kaiapoi admirably. The exit and entrance points gave 
quick and easy access co all pares of Kaiapoi so char there were no areas where there 
was likel y co be congestion. The industrial sites of the Woollen Jill and the 

Freez ing works were serviced by different access points so chat there was no 

possibility of bottlenecks. 
With such good road access co Kaiapoi it was not surprising chat there was some 

concern expressed by Rangiora businessmen chat Kaiapoi would grow at the 
expense of their cown. A number of public meetings were held in Rangiora co try 
co organise objections co the chosen route. However, by the rime the meetings 
were held , planning was coo far advanced co have it changed. These meetings were 

'/1/11· ,\'on hem ,1/otorn,•a_\' 1111der ro11stmrtio11 - m1111es1• Kai(lpoi ,l/11s,•11111 
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re mini sce nc o f th e mee tin gs he ld by th e Rangiora business interes ts co have th e 

ra il way run th ro ugh th e cown. In th e case of th e mo torway th e e ffo rts we re in va in. 

In a speech g ive n in Nove mbe r 1966 a t th e fifti e th anni ve rsa ry of th e N orth 

Ca nte rb ur y Freezi ng W o rk s, th e l\tl ayo r, H.O we n Hill s, sa id th a t 

he th ought th at th e north e rn motorway would g ive th e town 's pros pe rity an add e d 

sca bil1cy from th e expec ted inc rease in res id e nti a l de ve lopme nt. H e as ke d hi s 

li s te ne rs to imag ine how a tt rac ti ve 
sections in Ka iapo i wo uld become on 
comple ti on of th e motorway. Purchas­
e rs of sec ti ons wou Id onl y be e leven 
minutes fr o m th e ce ntre o f 
C hri s tchurch. (5) Th e firs t stage of th e 
moto rway was ope ned in 1969 and on 
ch at occas ion Hill s pressed fo r th e ex­
te ns ion of th e motorway in to th e hea rt 
o f C hri s t-church co mm e nting th a t 
th e comple ti on of th e road to Be lfas t 
wo uld be of littl e use to north e rn 
commute rs if the nex t ste p was not 
ta ke n. 

In th e las t ha lfo f th e 1960's Ka ia po i 
had a ca th arti c ex pe ri e nce th at has le ft 
so m e bitte r me mori es . In see kin g to 
ex pl a in s uc h a n exper ie nce th e re 
seems to be no logica l reaso n wh y it 

. . . . . . . s hould have ari se n in th e first pl ace. It 
II . Oru•e11 1/11/s - ro11111•s1• ll '111111a/.·(lnn D,stnrt Co1111nl . . 

. . . · ca n onl y be ex pl a in ed 111 te rm s of th e 
pe rso nalmes in vo lved and so it is ha rd to acce pt th at logic played any pa rt in th e 
e pi sode. 

Whe n th e Ka iapo i S hipping Company was pl aced in liquidati on at th e e nd of 

1963 th e Co un c il wa; ?f th e opini o_n th at it co uld th e n recove r th e wha rfages du e 

from the company. l hi s ass umption did no t take into acco unt th e intrac tabl e 

pe rso na lity ofC.T.\Villi ams. On hi s ass umpti on th at hi s business woes we re du e 

111 pa rt to th e Boro ugh Coun c il 's favo urin g of th e Inte r Is land S hipping Company, 

W1ll1 ams was de te rmin ed to make thin gs diffi cult for th e Co un cil. E ve n with th e 

pe rspec ti ve of so me years it is hard to be ce rta in wh e th e r o r not th e Co un c il d id 

favo ur one co rn pany ove r the o th e r. Wh at is ce rta in , is th at success ive Co un cil s did 

appea r ,ro re ta in a loya_lcy to th e Inte r I land Shipping Company. 

In l·ebru ary 196-tn was repo rte d at a H a rbour Committee mee ting cha t th e 

a lterat1ons to th ~ n ve r bank to e nh ance its pro tecti ve ca pabiliti es we re be ing 

hampe red by C.1 . W1ll1 ams wh o wo uld not a ll ow work to be done on the secti on of 

land th at he leased from the H arbo ur Committee. It was re po rted th at \Vi Ili a ms had 

sa id th at he would be more co-o pe ra ti ve if th e Ince r Island Company gave th e 

(S) '/'h,•Prr.1s, .t l 1.1966, p.? .? 
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shipping age ncy to C .M orga n Willi ams and Son Ltd. The H arbour Committee 

was not inte rested in s uch a co nditi on and it dec ide d to acquire th e ri ght to th e 

leased land und e r th e provi sions o f th e Public Works Act. T hi s dec ision led to 

a numbe r o f inte mpe rate outbursts from Willi am s aga inst th e cha irman of th e 

H a rbour Co mmittee, I-I.Owe n Hill s. At a spec ia l mee ting he ld on 26 Fe brua ry 

it was dec id ed th at th e onl y way to dea l with Willi ams was th ro ugh hi s so li c ico rs . 

It wa felt th at thi s approach co uld ac hieve a pos itive outco me for th e Coun c il 

as we ll as sparin g th e T own C le rk any face to fa ce mee tin gs with Willi am . The 

two me n we re not abl e to communica te with each oth e r and it was fe lt th at 

communica tin g th ro ugh a third party wo ul d ease the situa ti on. A furth e r spec ia l 

mee tin g of th e H arbour Committee was he ld on 1 larch to rev iew a ll th e dea lings 

chat the committee and th e Counc il had had with C .T.Williams. Th e committee 

came to th e co nclusion th at it had been fa ir in all its dea lings with Willi ams and in 

fac t in res pect o f th e "Toa" at th e time th e Kaiapo i S hipping Company had go ne 

into liquidati on it was fe lt th at th e Coun c il and th e committee had bee n more th an 

fa ir. On th e advice of th e Borou gh 's so li cicors and th e Audi co r G e nera l th e Coun c il 

had iss ued a wri t for one th ousa nd fo ur hundred and sixty fo ur pounds and fo ur 

shillings aga inst th e "Toa". I Iowcver th e writ was lifte d sho rtl y a fte rwa rd s in ord e r 

fo r th e "Toa" to be used as a fi shin g vesse l. In additi on th e Co unc il iss ue d a 

te mpora ry spec ia l pe rmit to a ll ow the "Too" to operate as a fi shin g vessel. The 

Co un c il hope d th at thi s would he lp th e company to trade its ,,11ay out of its 

diffi culti es. T he Counc il was th e refore at a loss to und e rstand w hy C.T.Willi ams 

would not a ll ow th e ri ve r protec ti on works to proceed . v\l illiams was offered a 

reducti on in hi s re nt from twe lve pound s te n shillings co s ix pound s fi ve shillings 

a yea r as we ll as th e wa iv ing of 2/3 rds of th e ra tes fo r th e 3/8th s o f an ac re that he 

leased. H e dec lin ed to re pl y and so th e Coun c il was fo rced to reco rd th at th e tim e 

ta ke n up by th e matte r was a ffec ting th e no rm al fun cti onin g of th e Coun c il and 

co un c il o ffi ce . 
This proved to be th e las t s traw fo r th e Town C le rk and to th e di smay of th e 

Coun cil , H odgso n res igne d. The Coun c il reco rd e d its apprec iati on of th e C le rk 's 

e ffi c ie ncy, kn owled ge and he lpfuln ess and as ke d him to reconside r hi s decision. 

H odgso n was adamant th at he would not change hi s mind bm th at he would cay 

on until a suitabl e re placeme nt co uld be found . The foll owing month it was 

dec ided th at a new stree t in C. E . Wotton 's subd ivision off Akaroa Stree t shou Id be 

name H odgso n Ave in recogniti on of th e T ow n C le rk 's work. 

Like rippl es on a pond th e p robl e ms assoc iated with th e running of th e ha rbour 

increased . At th e April m eetin g of th e H arbour Commi t tee one of th e directo rs o f 

th e Inte r Island Shipping Company, A.K .G reenslade, in fo rm ed it th at th e agree­

me nt be tween th e company and th e Coun c il did no t inc lude th e pilo ting offi s hin g 

vesse ls. Th e company had ca lcul ated th at th e fo ur occas ions on which th e "Toa" 
was bought in and out o f the harbour had cost it twe lve pounds te n shillings and it 

was cla iming th at amount from th e Coun c il. In additi on, th e s urvey of th e pilot 

laun ch th at was now required by th e l\larine D e pa rtm e nt, meant that it was too 

ex pe nsi ve for th e company to run. le th e re fore re quested th at th e Coun c il bu y th e 

laun ch and ass um e th e pilo t duti es itself. 
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lf the pilot problems seemed co be increasing then the problems with 

C.T.Williams appeared co be decreasing. Sadly this was not co be the case with the 

latter. Towards the end of April the Harbour Committee came co an agreement 

with Williams over the land. He would hand it back provided that there was a tie 

up berth available for refits and repairs on the fishing vessels; that there was no 

readjustment of the rent on the land retained by Williams and that the rates would 

be paid on the valuation of the land retained. It was also agreed that wharfage would 

be charged on each complete trip inwards and outwards of a fishing vessel and that 

pilotagc would be set at six pounds. It was also agreed that the fee co sell fish on the 

wharf would _be reduced rnone pound and that Williams be advised that the cargo 

shed was available forall shippers at the direction of the harbourmaster. By May the 

protective work on the sropbank had begun and it was thought that while it was 

1111t1all y unsig htl y, the work on the sropbank and the removal of the small island just 

below the bridge, would improve the appearance of the river. 

Although the agreement between Williams and the Council over the land 

app_eared co be amicable, it was not.Jn September Williams resumed his campaign 

aga111st the Harbour Committee by issuing an electioneering pa mph let entitled, "A 

SliamejNI Reco1d- HarboNrAd111i11is1ra1io111960-64". The pamphlet claimed that the 

harbour was not being run efficiently. The Council was moved by the pa mph let co 

issue a counter statement. It acknowledged that C.T.Williams and the Council of 

the day were responsible for the re-opening of the harbour but that since Williams 

had an interest in shipping his statements about the harbour were influenced by his 

private_ concerns. This _did not prevent vVilliams from obtaining a seat on the 

Council. I-le was sworn 111 at a special meeting on 6 Ocrober 196-+. In the previous 

week the Council had received advice from its solicirors urging it co demand 

payment of the wharfages due co it from C.i'vlorgan Williams and Sons Ltd. This 

advice was reinforced by a legal opinion from a leading barrister, P.T.l\lahon, which 

a lso urged the Council co take proceedings against the company. Williams ' next 

move was co write a letter co the Council in which he complained about the 

statement indicat ing that his ac tions with regard co public administration were 

influenced by his priva_te business. The Council, not wishing co get caught up in 

a paper war with W1ll1ams, referred the letter co the secretary of the Kaiapoi 

Sh1pp111g Company, !\I.Tipping and the liquidaror, .R.Searell. These men 

declined co become involved in what they regarded as a quarrel between Williams 

and the Council. However the company was involved in the quarrel as it was 

~.;pendent on the good will of the Council co help trade its way outof its problems. 

I he good will of the Council was under severe strain. It noted that the two month 

free berthing granted co the "Too" had expired with little or no repairs being done 

tO the vessel and no application for an extension of the berthing. The harbourmaster 

also reported that the "Ti1/ioe" had been in the harbour for two months and he 

considered her co be a danger co shipping. 

These and other matters were addressed in a review of the "Harbour \\lorh 

1963-64", issued by the chairman of the Harbour Committee, 1-1.O.Hills, on 

19 Ocrober 1964. The review Stated that the cargo volumes had fallen away with 

the 111troduct1on of the "Ara11100110" but had shown signs of picking up again in 

372 

St{lbility {111d Ch{l11ge 

August and September. The three ships of the Inter Island Company were the only 

ones using the harbour with the two ships belonging co the Kaiapoi Shipping 

Company out of commission. For the fuwre there needed co be major repairs done 

on the No 2 wharf and extension built onro the No 3 wharf. The new cargo 

shed was speeding up the handling of cargo and the Inter Island Company's fork­

lift was enabling it to compete with che drive on facilities at Lytcelron. The 

reconstruction work on the northern sropbanks had been completed and 

the Catchment Board was beginning work on the southern sropbank between 

che bridge and the Cure Boat Shed. The Secretary of the Marine Department 

and theAudirorGeneral had expressed their approval of the runningofche harbour 

and the Inter Island Company was satisfied with the harbour administration. A 

sour note was struck, however, when the review noted chat there was only one 

man , a clear reference co C .T.Williams, with whom relations were not good. 

vVilliams gave a lengthy statement which claimed chat the review was a critic­

ism of his words. This appeared co be ignored by the other Councillors who 

went on co discuss a letter from Greenslade. According co the letter the Inter 

Island Company had received a communication from Williams which stated 

that his election co the Council would means chat he was the chief spokesman 

for harbour affairs. Greenslade informed the Council that if chis was true, hi 

company would have co consider whether or not to operate through the Kaiapoi 

Harbour. 
From Ocrober 1964 co September 1965 C.T.Williams continued co harass the 

Council over the running ofche harbour. From time co time he issued pamphlets 

criticising the administration of the harbour and he strenuously fought against the 

renewal of the agreement between the Council and the Inter Island Shipping 

Company which was completed in September 1965 just before the local body 

elections. 
Williams lost his seat in the election and it was felt, rather than directly 

recorded, that the new Council would be able co concentrate on matters other than 

the harbour. The matter of the wharfages had till not been settled. However, the 

prospect for a settlement appeared co be attainable without the direct influence of 

Williams on the Council. 
The immediate outlook for che harbour also appeared co be settled. The lnter 

Island Company traded throughout 1966 under the agreement it had reached with 

che Council in September 1965. There were problems for the company in 1966 and 

1967 that necessitated a close inspection of its operations from Kaiapoi. It found 

that the handling charges required ofit by the Wellingron Harbour Board made its 

services uneconomic. The Kaiapoi Borough Council had attempted co come co a 

special arrangement with the Wcllingron Harbour Board over the charges but this 

failed . 
On 6 November 1967 the Inter Island Company cea edits activity through the 

Kaiapoi Harbour. The managing director, A. K.Greenslade paid a tribute to the set 

up at Kaiapoi but added that the increased handling charges at Wellingron and the 

increased running costs of the company's ships made it uneconomic co trade 

between Kaiapoi and Wellingron. The Mayor of Kaiapoi, I-I.Owen Hills, said that 
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th e port wo uld no t be offi c ia ll y c losed but th at it would be out of ac ti on. It was 
hoped th at a fi shin g company from Akaroa mi g ht base so me of its neet at Kai apoi 
and the re was some inte res t in shipping Waimakariri Ri ve r shing le throu gh th e 
port. l lowever ne ithe r of these ve ntures ca me co fruiti on and th e port ceased all 
comme rcia l act ivit ies from th at date onwards. 

T he las t ac t in th e li fe of th e port as a co mme rcia l e ntity was played out fa r from 
the wate r whe n th e Co unc il cook C.J\ lo rga n Willi ams and Son Ltd. co Court co 
recove r th e wh arfages d ue. Th e case was hea rd befo re 1\,J r Justi ce Wi Ison on 8 1\Iay 
1967. I le fo und fo r the Boro ugh Co un c il and ord e re d C. l\,J o rga n Willi ams and So n 
Ltd . co pay th e overdu e wh arfages. T hi s judge me nt broug ht co a c lose an e pi sode 
in Kaiapoi's hi scory th at was both compli ca ted and long las tin g. It was mad e more 
com p li cated beca use of th e pe rso nality clashes be twee n th e p rotago ni sts. T he re 
seemed co be no mi ddl e gro und even th oug h so me of th e parti es in vo lved fo und 
themse lves p recise ly in th at pos iti on. The Inte r Island Com pa ny was used as a 
punchin g bag by Willi ams and as a shi e ld by th e Boro ugh Coun cil. The T own 
C le rk , C. W.O.Hodgso n, was com pe ll e d co res ign as he co uld no longer dea l w ith 
C.T.Willi ams. I n a subtl e mann e r th e Coun cil used H odgso n's res ignati on co ge t 
back at Willi ams by stress ing how it was los ing a much va lued offi ce r. The longe r 
the prob le m we nt on the more intra ns ige nt attirnd es became . It was inev ita ble th at 

l•/onwre J. Cle111ell. - ro1111es1• ll'fli1111d,flriri Distrirl 
Co1111ril · 

a court be as ked co make a judge me nt 
on the matte r. It was a judge me nt th at 
pl eased th e Co un c il a nd a nge re d 
Willi ams but th at was a lso an inevita­
bl e outcome . It is no t necessa ry co be 
judge me nta l about this sad affair. All 
th at need be no ted is th a t it happe ned 
and th at it ca used bitte rn ess be twee n 
many of th e c iti ze ns of Kaiapoi th a t 
has not been forgo tte n. 

Th e 1962 Co un c il b ro ke new 
gro und. The first woman co be e lected 
co th e Kaiapoi Borough Coun cil cook 
he r sea t. Fl ore nce J. C le me tt had been 
e lec ted with fo ur hundred and te n 
vo tes. C le me n had bee n bo rn in 
In ve rca rg ill in 1906, th e da ughte r of 
C harl es S neyd . Th e first six yea rs of 
he r life we re spe nt in Tu atapere. In 
19 12 the fa mil y moved co Kaiapoi 
whe re C harl es Sn eyd owne d and ra n a 
groce ry sco re. C le me n atte nd ed th e 

Kaiapo i Boro ugh Schoo l until she was ready fo r hi gh schoo l. The fa mil y th e n 
moved co C hri stchurch whe re C le me n atte nd ed C hri stchurch Girl s' 1-Jig h Schoo l. 
On leav in g schoo l she trained as a Sc hoo l D e nta l urse. She rem ain ed in th at job 
fo r fi ve yea rs until she le ft co tra in as a ge nera l nurse at C hri stc hurch H os pi ta l. 

S111hili1y a11d C/1111,gr 

C le me tt achieved the rank of s iste r and at th at point le ft C hri stchurch co nu rse in 
th e King Co untry. The re she me t and marri e d Jack C le me n and afte r th e birth of 
th e ir first child th e C le me n fa mil y moved co C hri stchurch whe re th ey stayed fo r 
s ix yea rs. C le me tt 's second child was born durin g thi s pe ri od . At th e e nd ofch c s ix 
yea rs th e fa mi ly moved co Kaiapoi whe re C le me n became in vo lved in a num ber of 
community orga ni sa ti ons. She was a me mbe r of th e Red Cross, th e Country 
Wome n 's lnscirnre, th e Wome n 's Di vision, th e R.S.A. \Vo me n 's Di vision and th e 
Ang li can church. C le me tt ta ught at Sc Bartholomew's S un day Schoo l and Bibl e 
C lass . She he ld th e pos itions of Ves tryman, Peo ple's Ward e n, Vica r's Ward e n and 
Synodsman as we ll as singing in th e choir. In 1975 C le me tt 's admiss ion as a 
Parochi a l Lay Reade r made he r one of th e ve ry few wo me n co atta in th at pos iti on 
in ch e church a t that tim e . In 1973 she was made a Justice of the Peace and in 
ad diti on co ch ose ac ti viti es C le me tt be longed co th e C hoir and the D e batin g C lub. 

O n th e Coun c il C le me n he ld th e cha irm anship o f the Li bra ry Committee, the 
Pe nsion Re nta l F lats and O w ne rship F lats Co mmittee, th e We lfa re Committee 
and th e Coun c il Buildings and H ousing Commi ttee. [n a ll she se rved on the 
Boro ugh Coun cil fo r twe lve yea rs. During nin e of th ose yea rs C le me n was 
e mployed by th e Co un c il as th e Pe ns ione r Lia ison and We lfa re Office r. Clemett's 
ca reer de monstrates very c lea rl y he r grea t e ne rgy and willingness co be in vo lved in 
he r community. H e r me mbe rship of th e var io us wome n 's gro ups in Kaiapoi be fore 
and afte r he r e lecti on gave he r bo th th e expe ri e nce and th e expos ure co make he r 
a successful candidate fo r loca l body wo rk. S ince he r e lection, C lc me tt 's vo lunta ry 
wo rk ex pe ri e nce has become a we ll worn path for th ose wo me n de te rmin ed co 
make a mark in loca l policies. I t was nor so much a de li berate choice bu t a 
combinati on of c ircumstances th at led C le me n , and many of th ose wo me n who 
fo ll owed he r, in to loca l bod y politi cs . H e r hard wo rkin g app roach to he r res ponsi­
biliti es ga ine d he r a re putation with th e e lecto rs whi ch saw C le me n e lected fo r four 
consec uti ve te rms on th e Coun ci I. l n 1976 C le mc ct was award ed a Q ueen's Service 
J\ le dal fo r he r wo rk in Kaiapoi loca l affa irs. 

1962 saw th e beginning of a new orga ni sa ti on in Kaiapoi. This was a nati ona l 
moveme nt whi ch hoped co in vo lve loca l communiti es in th e ir own we lfa re durin g 
e me rgency sirn ati ons. A publi c mee ting was he ld in August 1962 to explain and to 
se t up th e loca l bra nch th e C ivi l D e fe nce o rga ni sa ti on. Mr E.C. Withe ll th e Group 
Contro ll e r of Gro up I O was we lcome d co th e meetin g by th e J\l ayo r. Wi thc ll 
explaine d th at Gro up 10 consisted of fi ve co unti es and rwo bo roug hs and it was t he 
res ponsibility of those loca l auth oriti es to contribute to a re li e f plan and to esta bli sh 
a we lfare centre fo r th e a rea. Th e C ivil D e fe nce moveme nt acco rding to \\'irhe ll 
was we ll es tab lishe d in th e Un iced States of Am e ri ca, England and Ru ss ia. The aim 
of th e o rga ni sa ti o n was to bring re li ef to an area which had suffe re d a na rnral 
d isas te r. T he work would be e ntire ly vo lun ta ry and th e pl ans would onl y be 
ac ti va te d if th e re was a g rea t e me rge ncy. Wich e ll 's vis it pe rsuaded H .C.O ra m to 
take on che job of De puty Contro ll e r fo r th e Kaiapoi a rea. G .Ye ll owl ees beca me th e 
first Resc ue Offi ce r and R.Warson, ].Suthe rl and, R.Spe ncc th e first Pl atoo n 
Command e rs. Pri o r to th e meetin g Co un cillo r R.J\l onk had acce pte d th e pos iti on 
of De puty Di stri c t Command e r. The mee tin g was un abl e to ap point a We lfare 
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Officer. This stil I had not been achieved in 1ovember when the chairman of the 

Works and Reserves Committee Counci ll or, Wylie, spoke of the great difficulty 

that there had been in attracting volunteers to take part in the Civi l Defence 

Organisation. Wylie warned that the Borough Counci l would be required to 

prepare a civi l defence plan for once the Civ il Defence Bill became law. 

By February 1964 l\ lonk requested that someone else be found for the position 

of Deputy Districc Commander. I le also found it difficult to recruit keen and 

suitab le officers for key positions in the organisation. The meecing decided to 

appoint Council lor R.Wylie as the Borough Contro ll er and che Town C lerk, 

C.\\'.D .I lodgson a~ deputy controller thus doing away with the need for a Deputy 

Districc Controller. The R.S.A. had been approached over the appointment of a 

Welfare Officer and one of its members, Rice, had vo lunteered to do the job. It was 

recognised chat it was hard to motivate vo lunteers to join an organisation like Civil 

Defence when there was no immediate danger. However in Kaiapoi eh ere was the 

long term concern posed by flooding. Throughout the history of the town flooding 

in the area had often been severe, causing substantial damage to property. Yet in 

the establishing of the Civil Defence organisation in Kaiapoi it was extremely hard 

to find suitable volunteers. There are two possible reasons for the reluctance of the 

townspeople to commit themselves. Firstly the memories of the Second World War 

were still relati,·ely fresh and it may ha,·e been that the command structure 

necessary for the success of Civil Defence was too reminiscent of the structure of 

the armed services. Secondly Kaiapoi was entering a stage in its development when 

a significant number of its citizens worked our of the area, mainly in Chriscch urch. 

Although chese people chose ro Ii, e in Kaiapoi the demands of travelling some 

distance ro work meant that they were on the whole, unavailable, for Civi I Defence 

tasks should they be required while they were at work. 

At the beginning of the 1960\ 1T1ore and more people were observing that 

Kaiapoi was becoming a dormitory suburb for Christchurch. This new identity was 

reinforced at the end of the decade when the town ceased to be a port. The 

withdrawal of the Inter Island Shipping Company from the Kaiapoi to Wellington 

run was the end of town's identity as a port. An identity that had been present from 

the beginning of Pakeha settlement when Sewell had praised the area for its 

magnificent ri, er and had foreseen it as a busy port. 

The to\\ n \\'as undergoing changes which would force it to consider itself as part 

of the surrounding district racher than as a unique town with a distinctive and 

special identity. Some of those changes were sought by the community. 

One of the changes \\'as brought about by the post office. From the early I 960's 

the Council began making representations to the Postmaster-General for 

a new Post Office. The building was no longer adequate for the increased demands 

being made of it. In July 1967 the l\layor II.Owen Hill reported that it 

was disgraceful that on pension day and during the car registration period queues 

of people" ere forced to wait outside the pose office in, often inclement weather, 

because there was not enough room inside the building.Councillor Clemecr added 

that she thought it was unfair thac there was no privacy for people, especia ll y the 

elderly, during their business transactions at the post office because of the lack of 
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room. At that July meeting of the Council the layor expressed the opinion 

that now that the government restrictions on building had been lifted in the 

South Island it would be appropriate to have the foundations for the new building 

laid during 1968, the centennial year of the Borough. A site in Charles Street 

next to Hansen 's Building, had been bought by the government in the early l 960's 

but until 1967 and the lifting of the building restrictions no planning had been 

done for the new post office. The foundation stone was laid on 12 December 

1968 by the Postmaster-General, lr Scott. The ceremony was the last 

Openi11g dr1y , Dmwber !969. of tl11• 111"ifl' post offir1•- , -. 

\\ 'het11 Tirif:11tm1•-S11//it w11 , II. O'iJ!.•1•11 /fills , - , \\ 'c11YI Aai11poi pl,otogmphn-:,· - ro11111•sy A11iapoi ,lfllseum 
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major evem in the cell[ennial year of the Borough fulfi !ling the layor's desire chat 

the foundation scone for the ne\\' pose office should be laid in the cell[ennial yea r. 

A year co the clay the new building was officially opened. The !\[ember of 
Parliamem for Rangiora, H.L.Pickering, performed the opening ceremony. A 

poignant note ll'as struck by the l\ !ember of Par I iamcll[ for Southern l\laori, Whew 
Tirikacene-Sullivan, when she reminded the audience chat chc first time chat the 
flag \\'as flown over the new building it \\'as flown at half masc to acknowledge the 

death the clay before of the l\ Ii n iscer of Labour, T. I.Shand. The long low design 

of chc building was a srnrk contrast to the solid Victorian design of the two story 
building it replaced. All the functions of a pose office were able rn be housed in the 
new building and it \\'as cen as a significall[ indication of Kai apoi's progress. 

Another sign of progres was seen in the rebuildin g of the swimming pool. 

During the 1968 loca l body election campa ign one of the fuwre projects chat 
I I.Owen I !ills had out-

7'1,e /It'll!' sr,•i111111i11g pool. \\'//Id P!totogmp!ty, At1i11poi - ro1111e.r1• Afliflpoi 

lined was a new swim­
ming pool. The old pool 
had definitely come to 
the encl of its useful life. 
[t \\'as coo small and the 
facilities too old to at­
tract people to use ic. In 
July 1969 the members 
of the Kaiapoi Swim­
ming Club decided that 
the y would can,ass 
every household in the 
Borough in an effort co 
persuade the townsfolk 

.l/11se11111 co participate ,n a 

planned giving campaign to raise money to build a new pool. [c \\'as suggested at 

the meeting chat the canvassers ask each household to commie itself to giving five 
cents a week towards the rebuilding fund. As \\'ell as chat, the fund raising 

comminee planned rn use the standard methods offund raising: cake stalls, bottle 

drives and the weekly housie games. By the beginning of 1971 enough money had 
been raised rn begin work on the project. The S\\'imming Club's Patron , Gifford 
Ycllowlees, wrned the first sod and by early Ocrnberche pool complex was opened. 

At the opening ceremony the l\layor, [ I.Owen I I ills, paid a special tribuce to 

the co-operative nature of the fund raising. The Council had given a dollar for 
dollar subsidy on all the money raised from the community and such was 

the enthusiasm of individuals, the Rocary Club, the Pegasus Surf Club, the 
Borough School, Sc Patrick's School and the Swimming Club chat the fifty 

thousand dollars required rn build the pool complex was raised in a very short time. 
The complex contained a learners pool as well as the main pool. A new filtration 

plant and heating for the pools was installed as well as the construction of new 
changing areas and an adrninstration block. At the opening ceremony the learners 
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pool was named in honourofGifford Yel!o,1 lees,, ho had died shortlyaftcrche start 

of the project. 
'!'he completion of the new pose office and the new swimming complex within 

a yea r of each other completed an historical symmetry as the establishments chat 
they replaced had been completed close to each other in the early years of chc 

century. These ,, ere indications that the tm1 n ll'as flourishin g and ll'as able rn 

update its facilicic,. 
The hundred years of Borough Council existence was celebrated throughout 

1968. During chat yea r both a sense of pride in the ach ievemcll[s of the rnwn in the 
previous one hundred years and a se nse of optimism for the future were dominant 

themes. The town appeared to have a settled and stable fuwrc. le had the 
advantage of being an industrial ce ntre with a rural atmosphere. The lifesty le was 

relaxed and pleasant. In the official publication co rnrncmorati ng the cemennial the 

author, Patricia B.\\'ard , wrote that the Kaiapoi Borough Council had budgeted and 
planned well rn keep abreast of population and industrial expansion within its 

boundaries. She :1dded a note of caution that the fuwrc after the completion ofche 
northern rnornrn a'I would bring an urge m need for borough expansion and allied 

amenme~. er,, 
Some or chose future nee ds,, ere addressed,, ich the opening of che pose office 

and tl1e s,, immingcomplex. Another \\'as met in .I ul y 1969 ,, hen the Rial co Theatre 
began its new life as the Kaiapoi Community Cemre. The community had been 
planning and fund raising for the Cemre for c,1emy-s ix years and thus the opening 

was a special occasion. A formal celebration of the event incorporated a music 
festival ,1 hich phi ) cd co a packed house.] n the first half of the programme the three 

l,aiapoi primary sc hool s prese med item s as did the Clark vii le Primary sc hool. The 
Adair Bo[[ingSchool of 13 ,illcc, the Coumry \\'omen 's lnstiwte Glee Club, and Kay 
Barnard completed th e progra mme. The seco nd half of the evening was devoted 
to a performance of th e Gilbert and Sullivan operem1, ,,,J'rio/ By J111y ". It was 

presemed by the Rangiora J\lusical Society ,, ich help from the South Brighrnn 

Choral Societ). The cond ucmr \\'as a Kaiapoi man, C. \\'ard. 
Two momhs previously, in !\lay 1969, the l\layor had outlined eight goab for 

the fuwrc. The first cwo goals, the provision of the ne,1 S\\' imming pool and the 

opening of the Community Centre, were achieved relatively quickl y. The other 
goa ls , the extension of the sewage scheme, the pro,·ision of high pressure wacer, the 
completion and upgrad ing of roads and footpaths, the beautifying of parks and 

ga rdens and the replanting of forest areas, the prm ision of a new library, and the 
provision of new subdivisions were all expected rn be completed within six yea rs. 

The extension of the sewage system and the provision of ah igh pressure \\'ater 
scheme became mp priorities. For the pre,·ious three years the Council had been 

1111 are of the po! I uccd srncc of the 1'aiapoi Ri,·cr system. By late I 969 the situation 
had become urge nt and so ,, ith the ad, ice of the Pollution Ach i~ory Council it was 

decided rn repl ace the old lnh off tank system. The first srnge of redevelopment 

incorporated the construction of oxidation ponds. The I nhoff tank was to be 

{6) \\ ..irU, Patricia B fllr /'1/"st (.f.•11111,y Arllfl/JfJI Borough {:01111,il. p7lJ 
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converted inco one of the pumping stations needed for the new system . In the 
second stage it was planned co have a bypass sewer from the western end of the 
cown for chat area co be developed in the future. In October 1969 the government 
announced char it was prepared co grant subsidies co loca l authoriti es to improve 
their water and sewage systems. The Kaiapoi Borough cook advantage of the 
subsidies and the new sewage and water systems were commenced and completed 
in stages throughout the l 970's. As it had, when the first sewage system had been 
installed, the completion of these works gave Kaiapoi a modern system designed 

co met the expected expansion of the cown. 
The upgrading of the roads and footpaths continued throughout the early pare 

of the 1970's as did the continual programme of beautification of the parks and the 
river banks. There were however two areas which remained in a less than 
sarisfaccory scare. The first was Darnley Square which even with the development 
of the swimming complex, the expansion of the tennis club and the building of the 
scour den remained a difficult area co en hance. The sandy soi l in the Square area 
and its rolling contours presented particular difficulties for a beautifying pro­
gramme char, by and large, still have nor been addressed. The second area was 
Railway Department land around the station. In this case the use made ofrhe land 
was not conducive co a beautifying programme. Its situation near the centre of the 
rown gave the casual visitor co Kaiapoi an erroneous impression of the town. The 
Council did make some attempt co hide the land from the road by bui lding a bank 
alongside it. This part of the town is still in need of the development that was 

expected when the station was opened. 
The 1971 local body elections witnessed the end of 11. Owen I I ills ' long career 

of public service in Kaiapoi. His grandparents were pioneer settlers in Rangiora 
with his grandfather scarring the Rangiora brick kiln producing bricks using "11 " as 
rhe trade mark. I fills interest in electrical engineering lead him co a career which 
combined his love of the movies with his passion for sound engineering. He serried 
in Kaiapoi in 1929 and was quickly involved firstly the managership and ownership 
ofrhc movie theatres in Kaiapoi and surrounding districcs. He was first elected on 
co the Borough Council in 1938. In 1950 he became l\layor, succeeding l\Jorgan 
Williams on his retirement. He second rern1 as layor began in 1965. I le was 
awarded the l\l. B. E. in 1967 for his local body work as well as his work in the movie 

industry. 
A major name change for a number of the differently named portions of the 

main thoroughfare through Kaiapoi began in ovember 1976. The Chief Fire 
Officer, A.Carrermole, drew the Council's attention to the difficulty the emer­
gency services had locating an address on what appeared to be a single road which 
had four different names. On entering Kaiapoi from the Christchurch end of the 
cown the road was known as the North Road. Ar the junction of f Ii Iron Street, the 
road became High Street and over the river it became Cookson Street. Ar the 
junction of Cookson and Cass Streets it became the Iain orrh Road. These 
names for one road reflected the dcvelopmenr and expansion of Kaiapoi over the 
years since its foundation. The Council agreed that it wou ld be sensible to rename 
rhc whole road. llowever it could not agree on a name. It was proposed by 
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Councillor L.A.Clark at the following meeting of the Council that the road should 
be known as \Vi Ili a ms Street. Clark reminded the Council char it was policy to name 
st reets in new sub-divi s ions after previous mayors and char she considered Kaiapoi 
co be unique in ew Zealand in char it had four mayors with the surname of 
Williams. The mayors were two sets of fathers and sons, each sec unrelated to the 
other. Clark 's motion was accepted by the Council which then had the job of 
convincing the residents and more particularly the business people that the name 
change was sensible. In lay 1977 the Counc il received an objection from the 
businessmen who had estimated char the overall cost co the business community 
for changing their addresses would amount co ten thousand dollars. l\losr of this 
would be absorbed by printing cost co change their letter heads. In the following 
month a petition was presented co the Council against the name change. There 
were rwo hundred and thirteen signatures on the petition and this represented 

about eighty five per cent of the resi­
dents directly affected by the name 
change. The l\layor, B.O. \Vi 11 iams, was 
placed in an awkward situation on the 
presentation of the petition. or only 
was he one of the Williams in whose 
honour the name had been proposed 
bur a lso the other Williams son, 
C.T.\Villiams, was a sitting Council­
lor. The l\ layor decided co let the 
petition li e on the cable which upset 
the petitioners. It was decided at the 
August meeting of the Counci l that 
despite the objections from the public 
the renaming ofrhe street shou ld pro­
ceed. On -+ April 1978 the main road 
through the rown officially became 
Williams Street. 

Throughout the I 970's and the 
B.O. ll 'illi11111s - ro1111esy Kaiapoi 1'/usn1111 t 980's new subdivisions were opened 

up. one were on the scale of the leadow Street subdivision of the 1960's until 
the development of the sourhern and western areas of the town in the late 1980's. 

The building of the new library coo was delayed until the mid 1980's. A plan of 
civic redevelopment was drawn up in August 1983 and given Borough Council 
approva l in December. The plan included the new library, co be the first building 
constructed, as well as a commun ity services building, new council offices, Counci l 
Chamber, electrical show room and other commercia l building on Williams Street. 
Incorporated in the plan was the evenrnal demolition of the o ld library and fire 
station so char the Council office , the commercial buildings and a small cown 
square could be erected on char sire. A number of businessmen on the north ide 
of the river expressed disappointment that rhe new library was not going to be 
situated in the second scorey of the recently completed Hansen 's building. Ar the 
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tim e o f the rc bui Id i ng o f t he 11 a nsc n 's bl ock in 1979, it had bee n u nd e rsrood th a t 

the Coun c il ll'O ul d use the 5ccond sto rey as a li bra ry s ite. H owever the mo re 

a m b iti o us a nd purpose- buil t lib ra ry pl a nn ed fo r th e Rave n Q uay site a ppea red tO 

appea l to mos t people in the row n. 

Th e spac io us ne w li bra ry was ope ned o n 11 I\ lay 1985 . T o mark th e ope nin g a 

num be r of we ll kn own Ka iapoi fam ili es made ubsra nt ia l gifts tO th e fac ility. T he 

Catte rm ole fa mil y prese nted th e lib ra ry ll'i t h a wa ll c loc k. C. \V. D.Il odgso n 

do nated m oney fo r t he ma in li g h t ing fixtu re in the b uildin g a nd th e Black 11c ll 

fa mil y do nated mo ney fo r th e purc hase o f ne w hoo ks. In additi o n th e Ra nui C lub 

fun d ra ised fo r the p urc hase of boo ks as d id the Kaia po i I li g h Schoo l 5t ucl e nts fo r 

th e purc hase ofroys fo r the childre n 's area of rh e lib ra ry. These g ifts re fl ecte d th e 

genera l app rova l of a nd th e pride in th e ncll' b uildin g. 

Th e o ld libra ry a nd fi re stat io n we re de mo li shed in ovembc r to make way fo r 

th e seco nd stage o f the c ivic rcde1 c lo pme n r. T e nd e rs we re ca ll e d fo r thi s stage in 

Ocrober 1986 w ith th e buil d ing be ing ope ned o n 18 .I un c 1987 by th e I\ I e mbe r of 

Par I iame nt fo r Ra ng iora, R.J .Gera rd . 

'/'/,,• l.11iapo1 Set -c•io• {,1•11/n•, !99./,.fon11l'rl1• !he f..'11ir1poi Bom11gh C:01111ril h11ilrli11gs - m11111·s1• PJ \\'oorl 

Th e compl e ti o n of thi s pa rt of th e c iv ic re deve lo pme nt ga1·c Ka ia poi a a ttrac­

ti ve ly des ig ne d mode rn building that fro m th e o utside complim e nts its sur ro und­

ings. The o ne -sto rey library next to th e tll'O-sro ri cd Co un cil buildings re fl ec t rh c 

shape of th e hill s t0 th e no rth-wes t of th e tOll'n. The fl oll'ing nature o f th e des ig n 

a lso re fl ects th e immedi ate sur ro undin gs of the ri1·er a nd its sro pba nks. In hi s 
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di sc uss io ns with th e Co un c il th e a rc hitec t, Jo hn \ ' ia l, was kee n t0 m irro r the 

do mes ti c arc hitec ture ofrh e row n a nd fo r th at reaso n he se lected th e hippe d line 

of th e roof a nd th e vera nd as . Vi a l wa nte d to c reate a se t of buildings ch at had a 

fri e ndl y a nd we lcomin g a ppearance ch at th e c iti ze ns co uld fee l co m fo rtable with . 

Of a ll th e publi c bu i Id i ngs in Kaiapo i, th e li brary a nd th e Co u nc i I offi ces, seem th e 

bes t s uite d tO th e e nviro nme nt. Pe rh aps it is a re fl ecti o n of the growin g u ncl e rsta nd ­

ing o f th e nature of th e area by its Pake ha inh ab ita nts. 

Th e res id e nts of Th e Pines a nd Kaira ki beach settle m e nts, fro m th e tim e of 

Kirk 's mayo ra lty, beca m e inc reas ing ly di s illu sio ned ove r th e ir assoc iat io ns with 

bo th th e Ra ng iora Coun ty Co un cil a nd the Kaiapo i Boro ug h Coun c il. It was the 

Borou g h Co un c il whi c h ca me in for th e mos t c riti c is m fro m th e res ide nts. In o rd e r 

ro fin ance a sewage sc he me fo r th e settl e me nts th e Kirk Coun c il lev ie d th e 

res idents. Alth o ug h th e re was a n o bvio us be ne fit fo r The Pines a nd Kaira ki fro m 

the sewage sc he me, th e res id e nts an d bac h own e rs we re a nnoyed at rh e inc rease 

ll'hi c h wo rked o ur a t a two po und ri se in th e re nta l o f th e beach prope rti es. le 

appea red tO th e lease ho ld e rs ch ar the s ubsequ e nt ri 5e in re nts ll'as a cl c1·ice fo r th e 

boro ug h tO rea p th e be ne fits o f a n increase in in co me to th e de trim e nt of th e beach 

res ide nts. T he res ide nts kn ell' th at they s till had to ra ise mo ney fo r the a me niti es 

th at th ey required. 
Afre rrh e b ri ef cessat io n o f th e a nnua l 1ell' Yea r's ga la in I 959/60 th e e1-e nt \\'as 

rev ived . Th e mo ney rai sed ll'as to be used by th e res id e nts ro p rov ide a me niti es 

whi c h in oth e r co mmuniti es we re pr01·idcd by th e loca l a uth ority. \'i s iro rs t0 th e 

ga las co uld ex pect to find th e us ual e nte rta inm e nt o f sta ll s, c hoco late wh ee ls, 

ra ffl es, a nd bea uty co ntes ts. Th e ga las appea led to la rge numbe rs of l' is iro rs fro m 

C hri stchurc h ll'ho vie wed th e cl ay as a re la ti ve ly chea p day our. Th e ve nu e, o f 

co urse, acl clecl tO th e attrac ti o n, as 1·is it0 rs \\'e re a bl e co co m b ine a day at th e beach 

with th e fun fo und at th e ga la. Spec ia l b uses and tra ins ra n fro m C hri stchurc h ro 

care r for th e numbe rs wa ntin g tO go tO th e ga las. O 1'er th e years the mo ney ra ised 

e nabl ed th e res id e nts to bu ild a co nc re te padd ling poo l, a ne tba ll co urt, a nd ro 

improve th e te nni s co urt. Fo r Th e Pines, p ro bab ly th e mos t important use fo r th e 

ga la mo ney, was in th e upk eep of rh e O va l. Th e O va l was central t0 th e ide ntity of 

th e settl e me nt. It gave ' !'h e Pines ics spec ia l esse nce. I loweve r th e nature o frh c 

land meant th at in ord e r for th e O va l tO rc ma i n as it had bee n c rea ted , co nsta nt ca re 

a nd a tte nti o n we re neede d . 

With a hi sro ry o f se lf s uffi c ie ncy at th e beach se ttl e me nts scre ec hing bac k ro th e 

1920 's it was und e rstand abl e th at th e res id e nts fe lt compe lled after th e Kirk 

Coun c il 's impos iti o n of rh e levy to seek ro free ho ld th e ir pro pe rti es. This co uld nor 

be ac hi eved with o ut firs t reso lving th e dil e mma o f du al co ntrol. 

13 y th e lace 1960's a nd ea rl y J 970's du a l contro l of th e beac h se ttl e me nts by 

th e Ra ng io ra Co unty Co un c il and th e Ka ia po i Bo rou g h Co un c il produ ced 

quite farc ica l s itua ti o ns. This \\'as es pec ia ll y so in ch e areas of rubbi s h co ll ecti o n 

and th e mowin g of rese rve land. Th e County C ounc il coll ec ted th e ho use­

ho ld rubbi sh and th e Boro ug h Co unc il was res po ns ibl e fo r rh e co ll ecti o n rubbi s h 

from th e O va l. Res ponsibi li ty for mowin g the O val a nd Fea rh e rsron e Park 

was g iven tO th e boro ug h whil e th e co unty moll'ed l\lcGa rry Park a nd rh e pa rk 
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in rhe l\lclnrosh subdivis ion. As happened earl ier over rhe mainrenance of 
Beach Road, neirher local aurhoriry co-ordinared rheir maintenance pro­
grammes. There were instances, primarily over rhc mowing, when a co-ordinarecl 
approach would have resulred in a ridier appearance for rhe serrlcmenrs. 
These problems, while minor in sca le, were visually irritaring ro resiclcnrs and 
were a conrinual reminder of rheir vulnerabiliry ar the hands of compering 
1 ntcrcsrs. 

Over the decades, from 1960, the residents made numerous appeals for 
resolution of the dual control issue so char chey,might be ab le ro gain freehold title 
ro the land th at they had occupied, in some cases, for a couple of generations. I r was 
nor until 1987 that this became possible. In February the final obstac le ro the sa le 
of the leasehold land was cleared when rhe Departmcnr of] nrernal Affairs resolved 
that the Borough Council was enritled to sell the land. The Pines and Kairaki 
Beaches Association had approached the Council requesring help with finance for 
those wishing ro freehold their land. The Counci l did not see financial aid as part 
of ir. work and suggested the residcms seek help from financial institutions. The 
Association appoinred a lawyer, A.I.l\lcNish, ro ensure rhar all the problems that 
might be cncoumercd in the freeholding of properties were dealt with in an orderly 
manner. To dare approximate ly half rhe residcnrs arrhe settlements have freeholclecl 
their properries. 

One of rhe surprises in rhe sports hisrory of Kaiapoi is char ir appears char nerball, 
formerly called bas kerball, did nor have a fu ll y developed club strucrure until rhe 
early 1970's. The girls ar rhe Kaiapoi Borough School and Kaiapoi Norrh Schoo ls 
had been encouraged ro play basketball wirh rhe provision of hard surfaced courrs 
ar chose schools. The h isrory of rhc game ar Sr Parrick 's School fol lowed much rhe 
same parrern and netball became a regular part of schoo l Ii fe for the girls during rhe 
w111rer rerm. 

Enrhusiasm for rhe game was such rhar rhe Sr Patrick's Nerba ll C lub was 
formed in. However by 1971 ir was felr char a change of name would encourage 
more women and girls ro play the spore and rhus rhe Kaiapoi Nerba ll Club was 
formed . The firsr mecring of rhe newl y named club rook place in larch 1971. 
l\ larjorie \\'righr was c lecred presiclenr, rhc secrerary was Sue Basrings and rhe club 
caprain was Joan Smirh. Ar rhe rop of rhe agenda was a discussion aimed ar changing 
rhe uniform. The Sr Parrick's C lub uniform had been a green gym runic wirh long 
black srockings. I r was proposed rhar rhe new uni form be brown pi eared skirrs with 
gold shirrs. The connection wirh rhe Sr Patrick 's Club was nor enrirely severed. 
The Roman Carbolic Bishop ofChrisrchurch was invired ro conrinue as parron of 
rhe new club and Berry l\larsh who had been rhe organiser ofrhe Sr Parrick's Club 
was made a rhe firsr Life l\lember ofrhe Kaiapoi Club. The club conrinucd ro send 
reams ro parricipare in rhe annual Roman Ca rho lie Tournamenrs which were held 
in differentcenrres rhroughour the Sourh Island. Up until 1979 practices were held 
on the St Patrick 's School court. In that yea r the St Patrick' parish decided ro build 
a hall which meanr that the court was no longer ava il able. The club then shifred ro 
practice ar rhe Kaiapoi f ligh School courrs thus curring irs physical link with St 
Patrick's, although irsrill retained irs link with the Roman Catholic commun ity by 
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continuing ro send teams ro participate in Roman Cacho I ic Tournaments. By 1989 
rheclub had taken over rhe responsibiliry for rhe Kaiapoi High School reams. le had 
sixteen reams in the grade competitions as we ll as a "gold en oldie" team for more 
marure players. Ar the other encl of the sca le, the club organ ised Kiwi nerba ll for 
primary school chi ldren. 

Another sporting activity which had enjoyed sporadic success in Kaiapoi from 
the beginning of the cenrury was soccer. In rhe early years it was a game mostly 
played by the newly arri ved Engli sh mill workers. 1-lowever it faded from the sports 
scene during the First World War and alth ough there was a brief revival in the 
1940's it was nor umil 1974 char soccer became a club-based sport in Kaiapoi. Ir was 
large ly due ro rhe enthusiasm of Ray Kerrley. The club settled at The Oval in The 
Pines unril 1980 when rhe land reclaimed from rhe stra ightening ofrhe Cam River 
at the rime of construcring the Cam Road access ro rhe mororway was opened as 
v\lylie Park. 

There were rwo ep isodes in the final two decades of the existence of the Kaiapoi 
Borough Counci l char may be seen as rhe inevitab le consequence of sma ll loca l 
government. In man y ways a local authority which is responsible for rhe adminis­
trarion of a small rown such as Kaiapoi is in a berter position ro understand the needs 
of all of its citizens than a loca l aurhoriry responsible for a larger urban area. The 
smallness of rhe community gives it an intimacy char is hard ro achieve in a more 
substantial cenrre. l\lany of elecrors have known, personally the counci llors for a 
considerab le period. As well being familiar with the family backgrounds, rhe work 
and hobby inrerests ofrheircounci ll ors, e lecrors in places like Kaiapoi have ready 
access ro their representatives almost on a daily basis in the streets and over the 
back fences. It is a familiarity which can ofren assist rhe process of loca l governmenr 
making it a sacisfacrory experience fo r both the elecrors and the councillors.' 
However there is a negative side ro this picrure. Such imimacy can often lead ro rhe 
entrenchmenr of ideas and growing our of chat entrenchmenr a "chem and us" 
mentality. This can result in rhe Council adopri ng a "close ro the chest" method of 
conducting the affairs of the rown principally rhrough the frequenr use of the 
device of taking matters "in committee". Public affa irs cou ld be discussed and 
decisions made wichour rhe necessiry of public reporting. 

Intimate knowledge of the personaliries of people in power on the sca le that is 
possible in a sma ll comm uniry, can also have a negative effect. It is possible char one 
elecror's adverse experience with either a counci llor or a counci l officia l can 
become common knowledge and thus affect rhe relationships chat the councillor 
or officia l might have with a wide range of people within the rown. Kaiapoi was ro 
have suc h experiences. 

In 1977 a Kaiapoi Ratepayers and Residenrs Associat ion was formed with Jim 
Wil on as irs cha irm an. Wilson had been a businessman in rhe rown since 197-t and 
his aim was ro have an association which would have the voice of rhe citizens of 
Kaiapoi heard ar the Counc il table. f-l e wished ro avoid what he termed an "o ld boy 
nerwork" in operarion . Wilson had enough of such experiences in England ro know 
that chose wichour connecr ions ro people in power had littl e opporruniry of having 
their concerns lisrcned ro and acred upon. Wilson hoped char rhe Kaiapo i Rarepay-
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e rs and Res id e nts Assoc ia ti on wo uld redress th e ba lance and a co nsid era bl e 
numbe r of th e cow n fo lk th oug ht like wise. By th e e nd of its firs t yea r th e 

Assoc iati on had att rac te d one hundred and fo rty- fi ve me mbe rs and it had ac hieved 
a numbe r of s uccesses in its atte mpts co have th e o rdin ary c iti ze ns' vo ices 
hea rd. T he Assoc iat ion 's profil e had been e nh anced whe n it pe rs uaded the 

Coun c il co r rov idc free rub b is h bags and have the pro posed, pumping stati on fo r 
D arnl ey Sq ua re rcs itcd co a pos ition bes id e th e Squa re ra th e r th an on it. T he 

Assoc ia ti on had wo rke d with the Coun c il co ob ta in more po li ceme n and tra ffi c 
o ffi ce rs fo r Kaiapo i as we ll as b uildin g up a lib rary of Coun c il minutes co whi ch th e 

me mbe rs had easy access. In spite of th ese successes the Assoc iati on was onl y abl e 
co attract twe nty-three of its me mbe rs co its Annua l G e nera l l\l cecing in F e brua ry 
1979. ft was decided co pos tpone the mee tin g co ano ther n ight wh e n th e ne w 
executive and committee we re e lec te d. L-J owe\'cr the seeds of its own des truc ti on 
where sown at that seco nd mee tin g whe n th e las e me mbe r of th e committee was 
co-opte d onco th e committee ra th e r th an e lec ted. ft th e n transpired chat thi s 

me mbe r, A.Be me lman, was in di sruce wi th th e Coun cil ove r a co wn pl annin g 
matter and so \Vi Ison, in hi s ca pac ity as chai rman, re turn ed Beme lman's s ubsc rip­
ti on co h im . U nfo rtunate ly thi s \\'as do ne afte r th e li s t of th e ne w executive and 
commi ttee had been publi shed and the refo re th e di spute be twee n th e me m bers 
\l'hi ch should have re maine d th e business o f th e Assoc iati on became publi c 
kn owl e dge. In e ffec t th e di spu te put th e Assoc iati on in a wea ke r pos ition wh e n 
dea ling w ith the Co un c il. 

At abo ut the same t ime as the Kaia po i Rate paye r and Res ide nts Assoc­
iat ion had postponed its Annua l Genera l l\l eeting, Associat ion me mbe rs had 

me t wi th th e Coun c il co di sc uss wh at was fe lt co be th e three m os t press ing 
iss ues in Ka iapo i. The firs t was a requ es t co th e Coun c il co institute a plan co insta ll 
a n e ffect ive d ra in age sys te m in th e Beac h Road , F e lclwi c k Drain a rea. 
T he Assoc iati on co nside re d that the lac k of drainage in th e a rea r a rti cul a rl y 
affected the Go lde n Grove sub-di vision and th at it wo ul d ultimate ly de te r peo pl e 
fro m b uying sect ions in chat s ub-di vis ion. T he Co un c il repli ed chat it was aware 

of ch c pro bl e m but th e new dra inage sc he me fo r Ka iapo i did not cove r th e G old e n 
Grove a rea. 

Th e seco nd iss ue was th e Assoc iati on 's pe rce pti on chat a numbe r o f res ide nti al 
prope rt ies, parti cul a rl v on th e no rth s ide of th e ri ve r, we re be ing used as li ght 

industr ia l pro pe rti es . Acco rding co th e Assoc iati on th e 1·a ri ous ow ne rs we re ac tin g 
outsid e the Coun c il 's po licy on such matte rs. Th e Coun c il 's re pl y was aga in 
un sac isfaccory co th e Assoc iati on . Th e Coun c il ma in ta ined ch at it was un able co act 

because a l I such ope rati ons had been in ex iste nce be fore th e di s tri ct sc he me ca me 
in to e ffec t. 

C. \V. D .H odgso n ra ised th e eh ircl iss ue. Thi s \\'as th e Assoc iati on 's co nce rn ch at 

part of Da rnl ey Squa re was be ing used as a comme rc ial ca r park. Acco rding to 
H odgso n the Coun c il did not have th e auth o rity to r e rmic such a use ofch e Squ are 
as it had been g ive n co Ka iapo i as a rec rea ti ona l rese rve . Jn fa ct ch at secti on of th e 

Sq uare whi ch was used as a ca r pa rk was pa rt of a late r rurchase by th e Co unc il and 
th e refo re no t pa re o f th e ori g ina l rec reationa l gro und . This was th e app roac h 
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adopted by th e Co un c il. I cco u lei be a rgued th atth e Coun cil was s plitting lega l ha irs 
in th at th e purchased po rti on of D arnl ey Squ are was now r are of th e wh ole area. 
I lowe ve r th e Coun c il dec line d to address the Assoc iati on 's q ues ci ons about th e ca r 

pa rk. 
The Co un c il 's nega tive rcs r onse co all three of th e Assoc iati on' s iss ues 

was di sa ppointing but no t necessa ril y the encl o f th e Assoc iat ion 's e ffecti ve ness 
as th e vo ice of th e o rclin aryc ici ze ns. H owever th e Co unc il 's attitude combin ed with 

ssoc ia ci on 's ow n, by now, publi c quarre l with one of its m e mbe rs sen ·c d 
co wea ke n it as th e advoca te for th e ra te paye rs and res ide nts. In turn th e 

pos iti on th at th e Assoc iati on fo und itse lf in , te nd ed to make it more tru c ul e nt 
in its dea lings with th e Coun c il. At th e meetin g of th e Co un c il in }.] arch 1979 

th e Assoc iati on once aga in pressed fo r answe rs o n th e iss ue it had ra ised 
O\'e r D arnl ey Squ are and th e use of res ide nti al pro pe rti es fo r industri a l purposes . 

Aga in th e Co un c il dec lined to res pond . Th e Assoc iati on co nsequ e ntl y bega n 
a ca mpaign aga inst the Co unc il ultimate ly res ultin g in a meetin g whi ch ca lle d 
fo r th e res ignati on of th e wh ole Cou nci I. Alth ough th e Assoc iati on was voc ife rou s, 
beca use of its ea rli e r in tern al p robl e ms, it did not have th e co nfid e nce of th e 
whole community. T he Coun cil was able th e refo re to ignore th e ca ll fo r its 

res ig nati on. H owever, th e re we re suffi c ie nt numbe rs o f angry Kaiapo i res id e nts to 

wa rra nt th e Co un cil p ro pos ing \\'h at amounted to peace ta lks be twee n itse lf 
and th e Assoc ia ti o n in ove mbe r 1979. At th e s ugges ti on of Co un c ill o r 

H.C umbe rl and it was dec id ed th ac th e Coun c il and th e Assoc iati on s ho uld 
hold in fo rm al co nfe re nces every qua rte r on matte rs o f mutu al inte res t. Alth ough 
th e re ap pea red to be a tru ce, a numbe r of the Assoc iat io n 's me mbe rs blamed 

th e T own C le rk, R. .l\lcCa bc, fo r th e breakd own of co mmuni ca ti on be rwce n th e 

Assoc iati on and th e Coun c il. 
Th e rift whi c h ex is te d bc rwee n th e Ka iapo i Rate paye rs and Res id e nts 

Assoc iati on and th e Borou gh Co un c il p ro mpted th e Assoc iat ion with th e he lp 
of th e W. E .A. to run a se mina r o n th e prac ti ca lit ies of loca l governm e nt. Th e 

object of th e se minar \\'as to p rovide a tea m of peo ple pre pared to stand in th e 
1980 loca l bod y e lecti o ns. It was hope d th at by hav ing s uch a tea m no 
furth e r breakd o~vns in communica ti on be twee n th e c iti ze ns and th e Coun c il 
and its offi ce rs would occ ur. Th e co urse attrac te d twe nty one e nrolm e nts. 

The Assoc iati on expected th at a co urse cove rin g such areas a how co chair 
a mee tin g, kn owl e dge of standing o rd e rs, th e pre r ara ti o n of re po rts and 
ge neral co un c il procedu res would result in th e in vo lve me nr o f c iti ze ns in th e ir 

own affa irs and a g rea te r e ffi c ie ncy in all round municipa l manage me nt. 
The 1980 loca l body e lec ti ons sa w a numbe r of rh ose in vo lved in th e Assoc ia­

ti on 's co urse be ing e lec te d. Th e ne w l\Ja yo r, Howard C umbe rl and , was one of th e 
sitring Co un c ill o rs wh o was sympath e ti c co rhe aims of rh c Assoc iati on. le was 

ge ne ra lly rh ought bv th e Assoc iati on 's membe rs th at th e ne \l' Coun c il wo uld pay 

more a tte nti on to its co nce rn . 
C umbe rl and 's first re rn1 as l\l ayo r was re lati ve ly free of th e fri c ti on ch at had 

dogged hi s pre decesso r. His second te rm was to be turbul e nt and was to de mon­
strate a ll o f th e nega ti ve e le me nts of loca l gove rnm e nt in a sma ll community. 
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Thcdifficu lci cs really began some years before. The Town C le rk, R. .l\lcCabe, 
who had been appoimed in 1974, was described by a former Co un ci ll or, T revo r 
Williams, as capab le and knowledgeable buc noc good ac public rc lacio ns and 
unable tO de legace responsibil icy. McCabe concurred in chis view of himself saying 
chac he did noc find ic easy tO perform whac some people perceived as public 
relacions. From che cime of hi s appoimmem mosc Councillors and cicizcns grew co 
understand chac ac certa in cimes l\JcCabe could be hard co work wich buc genera ll y 
chis negacivc side of his personalicy was ignored. However in cwo instances 

lcCabe's clifficulcies in chis area resulcecl in crises chac could have been avoided 
if chose involved had exercised more diplomacy. 

The fcsceri ng problem of che Darnley Square car park along wich che desire of 
che Council co lease pare of Darnley Square co che Scali[ Associacion arose aga in 
cowards chc encl of 1982. The passing ofchc Loca l Legislacion Ace 1982 permined 
che Council tO auchorise che lease of land he ld in cruse. Hodgson did nocagree chac 
chis course should be aclopcecl ove r che land which had been che subjecc of che 
ear li er concerns of che Racepayers ' Associacio n. He was incensed when ic was 
proposed and ac che December 1982 Counci l meecing he and l\lcCabe c lashed over 
che details of boch che land which was held in cruse and che face chac che Counc il 
wished co exercise ics auchoricy co lease pan ofche land in cruse. However chere was 
noching chac eicher Hodgson or che Associacion cou ld do abouc che ponion of 
Darnley Square which was leased tO che Scali[ Associacion. Hodgson kepc up a 
public campaign over che parking issue and ic became common knowledge chac he 
found l\lcCabc clifficulc co communicace wich. Th is prompcecl many people co 
chink chac l\lcCabe was responsible for che way in which decisions were made by 
che Council. 

Unfonunace ly che long running Darnley Square parking problem was c lose ly 
fo ll owed by che Kaiapoi Mornr Spa res Led ep isode. T he compa ny operacecl 
a garage in Williams Screec and chc propriecor of che garage, John Liddell, wich 
che uppon of She ll Oil ew Zealand Led app li ed co che Counci l fo r permission 
tO insta ll Liquid Pecroleum Gas (L.P.G.) as an alcernacive fuel. In giving permis­
sion che Council anached an aclclicio nal safecy requiremem co che proposal. 
Liclcle ll was expecced co install a sprink ler cage as an auxi li ary fire prevell[ion 
measure. As he did noc agree chac chis was neces ary, his company appea led co 
che Planning Tribunal againsc che requiremenc. Afcer seeking advice from his 
so li cirnr. Liddell approached lcCabe tO ask if che Counc il would cons ider 
a compromise. Apparemly from che discussion McCabe ga in ed che impression 
chac chc company would wichclraw che appea l and proceed co fulfil che Counci l's 
requ iremell[ and ac a Town Planning Commiccee meecing on 3 September 1984 
he staced chis as che company's position. In face ic was noc che compa ny's ill[enc ion 
co withdraw its appea l ac a ll. In an effon co exp lain the siwation a representative 
of Shel l Oil cw Zealand Ltd , Pecer Playle, accempcecl co mec wich l\lcCabc on 
8 Ocrnber. Playle was unable co see che Town C lerk buc was mid by anocher counci l 
official chac che maner wou ld be raised ac chac nighc 's Counci l mcecing. The 
maccer was noc raised and so Kaiapoi l\lornr Spares Led had co waic uncil early J 985 
for che appea l co be heard. 
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The cava li er way he was creaced over che appea l re-opened o ld wounds for 
Liddell. T he previous yea r when Liddell wished co rell[ an acljacell[ propeny hi s 
offer was co nditi ona l on hi s ga ining permission co run a fasc food ouclec from che 
co mplex. A number of close ne ighbours objeccecl co che plan on che gro unds of 
noise. Liddell conducced hi s own su rvey and found thac many of che neighbours 
had no objeccion co che fasc food ouclec. In che mean cime che Council had cried co 
secure a second opcion on che propeny which would have closed Liddell 's business 
down. Eighc momhs e lapsed becween che presentacion of Liddell 's survey in April 
1983 and chc offer in December by lcCabe co meec and resolve che problem. A 
funher chree moll[hs passed wichouc a meccing when finally l\lcCabe in formed 
Liddell's so li cirnr chat a meecing was noc necessary as che problem had resolved 
icself. The delay in ar ri ving ac chac poim lefc Liddell perplexed and so when ic 
seemed as if hi s appea l over che insta ll acion of safecy equipmell[ around che L.P.G. 
tank ac hi s garage was following a similar pach he blamed che Cou nci I and inclireccl y 
McCabe for hi s fruscration. 

Liclclell venced hi s fruscracion by all owi ng che Northem 011tlool,, newspaper 
co princ his srnry in che eclicion of 18 Ocrnber 1984. The publicacion of che 
srnry resulcecl in che Counci l ac ics subsequem Ocrnber meecing requescing 
McCabe co prepare a detailed repon on che a ll egacio ns conta ined in che srnry. The 
mocion was proposed by Councillor Philip Redmond. Redmond said chac ic 
appeared from che anicle chac some of che Counci l's officers had been misleading 
che Counci l and ic was a maccer chac needed urgenc auemion. In che meamime 
Liddell's problem had been parcially resolved by Rock.gas, che supp li er of L.P.G., 
agree ing co fulfil che Council's aclcl icional safecy requiremem alch ough Liclclell was 
noc pleased as he had co pay excra money for this as well as paying S he ll Oil's lega l 

fees. 
Alchough ic appeared as if che mauers surroundin g Kaiapoi Mornr Spares Led 

had been resolved ic became c lear in early 1985 chac chis was noc so. le became 
obvious chac a number of Councillors felc chac che Town C lerk 's acc ions had placed 
chem and che Counci l in an embarrassing posicion. Therefore on che iniciacive of 
Counci ll ors A.J.Empson and A. H.Bl ackie a celephone poll was conclucced among 
some of che Counc il members co ascenain whecher or noc l\lcCabe shou ld remain 
in his pose. ln a way chis poll echoed an earlier auempc by H odgson co have the 
Town Clerk and the Deputy C lerk swop their jobs. H odgson had first raised chac 
maucr ac a Finance Commiuee meecing in November 1982 and asked chac ic be 
discussed ac che December meeting of che Counci l. le was cl iscussecl buc dismissed 
ac chc cime as a preposcerous idea by Councillo r Blackie. The commell[ s hould have 
re wrned co haunc Councillor Blackie. 

le was repo rced in che Northenr Outlool,, chac when Empson and Blackie had 
obtained s uffi c iell[ suppon for the id ea chac l\lcCabe should be asked for hi s 
resignacion, lcCabe was coll[accecl and asked co table hi s leccer of resignacion on 
28 January 1985 . Th is he did and afce r a specia l meecing taken in comm ince by the 
Counci l on 4 February JcCabe's resignacion was accepced. The Northenr 011tloo/>, 
however, well[ on co reporc chac che acceptance of che resignacion was noc 
unanimous and che paper named Councillors l\1.O.\Vaipara and P.l.Redmoncl as 
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vo(lng aga1nsc ic. le was also reporced chac che f\layor, T-l.\\'.Cumbcrland, and 
Councillor t\J.O.Cleland abscained from vocing.! 7) 

The repon in chc .Vo11/1em 011rlooi' was followed by similar reporcs in boch 
Chriscchurch papers, 11/te Siar and 'I'!te Press. le is clear chac informacion from 
che meecing, alchough in commictee, was passed onto the No11!tem 011!100/.· 
and reached a wider readership chrough che publicacion of che story in 
che Christchurch newspapers. The publicacion of che e,·c1Hs surrounding 
t\lcCabc's resignation led to che resignation of Councillor ~1.O.(Buff) \Vaipara 
on 18 February. In his letcer of resignation addressed to che Council and che people 
of l,aiapoi which he read aloud to che meeting, Waipara wroce chac the biccer­
ness around che Council cable had unforcunately found ics way into che newspape rs. 
He was alarmed chac decisions appeared to be made outside the Council 
and commiuee suucrnre. \\'aipara felc ic was wrong chat commiuee chairmen 
alone made decisions ch ac were chen expected to be ratified by the commiuee 
concerned. He was also concerned char according rn the reporc in the 
f\/011/tem 011!1001' he was nor consulted during the so-called celephone poll because 
hi s inpuc to Council business was minimal. \Vaipara called chis a public slur. The 
f\layor cri ed to persuade Wai para to remain on che Council buc was unsuccessful. 
Ac che same meecing c,10 other Councillors, Cleland and Redmond , re,·ealed chac 
they had also considered resigning for much che same reasons as \Vaipara. Cleland 
was reporced a~ saying chac she thought chac che leak to che press had clone the 
Town Clerk a grave injuscice as well as be ing a grave di sse rvice to che town and chc 
Council. 

llnforcunacely chac was noc chc end of che maccer. A ,,eck lacer Councillor 
Redmond took up \Vaipara 's cricicisms char che allocacion of chairmanships ofche 
various commiuces were unfairl y discribuced . I-le prepared a mocion chac member­
ship of all standing commictees be reviewed wich che objecc of auaining a more 
balanced discribution. I le hoped thac chc motion would be di sc ussed ac che ~larch 
meecing of che Council. Ac che ~larch meecing ic \\'as agreed chac commiuce 
membership and responsibilicies should be reviewed. Ac chc 22 April meeting 
Redmond presemed hi s ideas for che rescrucwring of che commiccccs buc found 
chac alchough cherc ,n1s some supporc for his proposals from che Depmy ~layo r, 
11.G.~lcAlliscer, chc majoricy of Councillors did not approve of chem. Ac the 
conclusion of the public business seccion of the meeting Councillor Redmond 
resigned. Although this lase cvem did nor appear co be predetermined by Redmond, 
ic was, nevertheless, an inevitable outcome ofche failure of hi s efforts co have the 
comm i uee s uu ccu res a I cc red. 

Redmond's resignation was a further sign of a high level of frustration within 
the Council. Frustration however was nor confined co Council members. Ac 
chc cime of \Vaipara's resignacion che Council had decided noc co conduce a 
by-eleccion co fill che vacancy. A large number of cicizens felc char chis \\'as 
an undemocratic decision. A petition of cwo hundred and seve my-cighc signa­
wrcs requesting a by-election under che name of Bruce I-Julien was presemcd 
to the Council ac the April meeting. Under a provisions of the Loca l Eleccions 
(7) ,\ ',,11h1•n, 0111!1Jf1I:. 1~.2. 19HS p I. p.l. 
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and Polls Ace an election was co be held if a po! I of fi, ·e per cencof the reside ms and 
race payers made a formal request for ic. According co I--Iullen , \\'ho was che chairman 
of che local Labour Parry branch, five per ccm of che eligible people would 
amoum co one hundred and fifty nine signatures. His petition exceeded that 
total by one hundred and nineteen . In the event the petition was not considered 
because Redmond's resignation meant that the Council was obliged co hold a by­
election. 

On 23 April, che day following Redmond 's resignation, che t\layor, !Ioward 
Cumberland, announced the resignation ofa second council officer, Works Super­
visor Graham Holmes. Holmes' resignation was a blow to the Council which was 
already reeling from the three previous resignations. As a means of maintaining 
some stability the ~layo r asked lcCabe to stay for another month in order to 
oversee the preparations for the by-election, to organise the derails of a \'ice-Regal 
visit to Kaiapoi, to finalise the financial estimates of the Council and to find a 
replacemem Works ' Supervisor. 

The events involving the Borough Council from 1983 to 1985 snowballed to 
such an extent that the Council seemed ouc of control. t\lany people in the town 
were unhappy with the way the Council was conducting its affairs but felt 
powerless. The only positive move from the citizens was the Bruce 11 ullen petition 
but by thac stage chc problems had ga ined a momentum that overtook the need for 
the petition. ~lore than anything else the problems that Kaiapoi experienced 
during the 1983-85 period pointed to the need for strong and united leadership. 
The f\Ia yo r, I l.W.Cumberland, seemed unable to provide \\'hat was required 
despite the fact that during the local body election campaign of 1980 he had assurcJ 
the electors he \\'as "going to straighten the cown out". 

In early ~lay 1985 the deputy Councy Clerk of the \Vaimea County, Gary 
Saunders, was appointed to the Kaiapoi Town Clerk's position. He took up his job 
in the last week of June. Saunders had a comprehensive background in adminis­
trative posicions. I le had \\'Orked for the Oepartmem of ~laori Affairs from 1965 
until 1977 when he accepced an appointmem with the Paparua Coumy Council as 
an Administration Officer. I le remained in that position umil 1982 when he 
became the deputy County Clerk for the Waimea County. Saunders' experience 
in both Paparua and Waimea Counties gave him the experience he needed to 

auend to the problems and lead the Kaiapoi Borough office. 
At the same time as Saunders' appointment was announced the Council also 

declared that a by-election would be held on 21 June co fill the vacancies caused 
by the resignations of Councillors \Vaipara and Redmond . 

The by-e lection brought co a close a very sad and complicated episode in town's 
hiscory . The intimacy of the siwation undoubtedly hardened the antagonism 
bc[\veen the individuals caught up in the siruarion. Ar the rime of the April 1985 
Council meeting a point had been reached,, here no compromise for the sake of 
chc good government of the town could be reached. lt seemed ine,·icable from the 
time of the printing of the story of che ~ IcCabc 's resignation that there \\'Ould be 
furcher resignations. The man ncr in which chc telephone po! I was firstly conducted 
and chen made public knowledge ensured that outcome. 
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I c was no surprise co find that at the 1986 loca l body e lections the Deputy 1' layor, 
H.G.McAllistcr, who had been steadi ly increas ing hi s votes over the previous two 
e lections, was elected Mayor. Kaiapoi was desperate for a change chat would end 
the acrimonious period of the C umberland mayoralty. What was not foreseen, 
notwithstanding the numerous signs of the previous twenty years, was that the 
i'-lcAlliscer mayoralty was co be the last for the Kaiapoi Borough. 

Hector lcAllister was born in Kaiapoi and was educated at the Kaiapoi Borough 
School and West Christchurch 
High School (now Hagley High 
School). His first job was as a 
pig grader for the Pig t\Jarkcc­
ing Association. I l e then be­
came a lamb grader at the Can­
terbury Frozen Meat Company. 
McAllister's serv ice during 
World War Two cook him co 
che Pacific Islands where he 
contracted malaria. On his re­
turn from the war he was ad­
vised co take an outside job and 
so he became a gardener for the 

l-lel'lor ,1/rt\llister- ro1111esy ,1/rt\llisterfr,mily Kaiapoi Borough Council. It 

was arduous work, especia ll y during the mowing season when the public parks had 
to be mowed by hand. In 1958 lcAllister was asked by Gifford Yellowlees co work 
for him at the coal ya rd. I-le remained there for five years until he cook a forman 's 
job at the Woollen t\lill. McAllister remained at the mill until its c losure. Since 
then he has continu ed his interest in woollen manufacturing by being a founder of 
Rahnex Wools, one of the first companies co use space in the former Woollen t\Jill 
build ings. As well as being a Counci ll or, Deputy 1',Jayor and the last i'-la yo r of the 
Kaiapoi Borough Council, t\lcAllistcr was a member of the Fire Brigade for thirty 
three yea rs. 

ln the yea rs between 1957 and 1986 enormous change cook place in Kaiapoi. 
i'- lore than at any other time in the town's history it had co search for its identity. 
\Vith th e closure of the port and the woollen mills Kaiapoi cou ld no longer claim co 
be either a river port or a mill town. At both of those times there were some in the 
town that clung co the hope that both enterprises cou ld be revived. In fact they 
needed only co look co the north-western boundary of the town co see the future. 
The motorwa y brought a new dimension co the town. lt was now onl y a shore 
journey co Christchurch but the price of land in Kaiapoi remained low enough co 
arcract both yo ung fami li es and new businesses co the area. The late l 960's and the 
decade of the 1970's aw tremendous growth in the town despite the setbacks of 
losing the port and the mill. Kaiapoi was mo,·ing cowards being a multi-faceted 
town with both a focus on itself and on Christchurch for which it was rapidly 
becoming a dormitory town. 
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Chapter Eleven: 

THE MODER BOROUGH. 

IB 
etween the cessation of trading through the port and the closure of the 
Woollen Mill, Kaiapoi sought co present an imagine of an industrial town 
within a rural setting. ln essence it had ach ieved the type of commun ity 

that the proponents of the Gladstone settlement had contemp lated . It was 
hoped that Gladstone would be a sma ll , tightly knit commun ity that neverthe­
less was diverse in its social makeup and, above al l, self sufficient. The Glad­
stone planners had relied on the notion that the settlement would gain self 
sufficiency from its activities as a market town. In fact the location and natural 
resources of the region led Kaiapoi co become an industrial town. However, it had 
at its core the compact bm diverse community that the Gladstone disciples had so 

fervently believed in. 
At the end of the 1960's Kaiapoi 's c iti zens were facing a sim il ar s ituation co 

that in which the pioneer settlers had found them e lves when they were urging 
the Canterbury Provincial Government co extend the postal and law and orde r 
se rvices co their community. The difference for the citizens of the 1960's was that 
they had co convince a government in Wellington that their needs for secondary 
education were just as acute as the needs of the pioneers for a post office and a 

policeman. 
In 1964, after land in Ohoka Road had been purchased by the Education Board, 

the town received assurances from the both the ationa l Government and the 
Labour Opposition that there was a need for a high schoo l co be built. At a public 
meeting held on 3 August 1964, the Mayor, O.tvl.Williams, read a letter from the 
Labour Member for Hutt, the Honourab le W.Nash, which stated that he thought 
there was no doubt chat a post primary schoo l shou ld be established in Kaiapoi. 

ash went on co write that the numbers of ch ildren going co Rangiora and Papan ui 
were enough co justify the estab li shment of a schoo l in the borough. Williams also 
had a t\linistry of \Yorks survey which est imated that the population of Kaiapoi 
would have increased by eighty three per cent by 1980. lf that prediction was 
proved then, in Williams' view, it was imperative for the community co have ·a 
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secondary school. It seemed that it would be on ly a matter of time before the dream 

became a reality.<1> 
In fact another four years was co e lapse before any further progress was made 

and once again that progress was initiated by Kaiapoi itself. In March 1968 

the Kaiapoi North School Committee under the chairmanship of Nei l Price ca ll ed 

a meeting co ascertain what progress had been made cowards obta ining a 

high school for the cown. Price indicted that the primary school committees in 

the area were concerned about the lack of continuity for their pupils once they 

had left their schools. The necess ity of travel for hi gh schoo l pupils co e ither 

Christchurch or Rangiora broke a pattern of natural development for the cown. 

Present at the meeting were the ivlemberof Parliament for Rangiora, I-1.L.Pickering, 

the Member of Parliament for Southern Maori, 'v\lhetu Tirikatene-Sullivan, 

the Mayor, I-1.O.Hills, the chairman of the Town Planning and By-laws Commit­

tee, Council lor R.Wylie, the district member for the Canterbury Education Board, 

S.M.Millar, and representatives of the three loca l primary schoo l committees as 

we ll as representatives of the parent- teacher and home and schoo l associations. 

Pickering stated the obvious when he said that it was important that Kaiapoi 

had a high schoo l, not on ly in terms of education, but economically as another boost 

co the area's rap id development. I-le went on co say chat a high schoo l would be 

a foca l point and would give the cown status and identity as a community. These 

sentiments were exactly those that the citizens of Kaiapoi had been presenting 

co the various governments since the days when the Kaiapoi Borough Counci l 

had pointed out that there was a block of land in the Camside area that would be 

an ideal site for a high school. le was past the time for words. Hills, in 

his presentation of the steps that had been taken since 196-1-, implied chat the cown 

had now developed co the stage where it was no longer possible co mollify 

its concerns by presenting a "sometime in the future " scenario. In surveys 

conducted by both the Counci l and the Canterbury Education Board it was found 

that the most suitab le time co establish a hi gh schoo l in Kaiapoi would be when 

the pupil roll at Rangiora could be guaranteed not co fa ll below eight hundred and 

fifty pupils. In addition, there had co be the assurance that within four years of its 

estab li shment the hi gh schoo l at Kaiapoi would be cater ing for between three 

hundred and fifty and four hundred pupils. It was estimated by both author iti es 

that the optimum time wou ld be reached in 1970. 1968, therefore, was the year in 

which co begin planning for the schoo l. One ofrhe fears exp ressed by the meeting 

was that the government might be persuaded, in the face of growing pupil numbers 

at Papanui High School from the Belfast area, co build a schoo l in that district. 

Pickering repeated an assurance from the Minister of Education, the Honourab le 

A.E. Kinsella, that the government would not establish a high schoo l at Belfast. 

The lacer Kaiapoi surveys however did nor incorporate any pupil numbers from the 

Belfast area as it was thought chat co include them would on ly result in further 

delays. It was stated by Hills that the most practical so luti on for the Belfast pupils, 

who had sim il ar socia l backgrounds co chose who li ved in Kaiapoi, was co bu chem 

( I ) The Press. 4.8.1964. p.16 
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north. Whecu Tirikatene-Sullivan art icu lated the feeling of the meeting when she 

stated that the rime had been reached when act ion shou ld be started. The meeting 

adopted two motions. The first was sent co the Kaiapoi Borough Counci l thanking 

it for the work it had done and offering support in its future efforts co persuade the 

gO\·ernment co build a high school. The second motion was addressed co the 

gove rnment and was quite plain in its request. 
"As the population of the approp ri ate age group within 

Kaiapoi Borough and environs is a required by the Depart­

ment of Education, the Minister of Education be respect­

fully requested co autho ri se the building of a secondary 

school in Kaiapoi co be proceeded with forthwith." <Zl 

A fu rther meeting was he ld at the end of l\lay 1968 at which the latest survey 

figures appeared co support the urgent need for a hi gh schoo l co be built in the 

cown. The layor, I 1.O.l lill s, the chairman of the Canterbury Education Board, 

A.S.l\ Iurra y, and the Regional Superi ntendent of Education, S.S.P.I lamilcon , 

issued a joint statement in which they confirmed the ea rlier estimates of 

pupil numbers. They added that if numbers from the Belfast area were taken 

inco account then the initial ro ll of a hi gh school in Kaiapoi would be one hun­

dred and fifty rising co six hundred in the first four years after estab li shment if 

the schoo l opened in 1972. The effect of such an opening on Rangiora f ligh 

School was also taken inco consideration. The ear li er survey figure of the 

school having eight hundred and fifty pupils if Kaiapoi High Schoo l opened in 

1972 was comp limented by an estimate of nine hundred pupils if the opening 

of a schoo l in Kaiapoi was delayed until I 973. It seemed that a ll that remain ed 

was for the government co make a firm commitment co the programme of 

construction. 
In the following year, on 28 August 1968, Pickering re leased a 

press statement co the Norr!, C1111terb111y News which read in pare chat the 

Cabinet Works Committee had approved the preparation of plans. The plans 

incorporated a firm estimate of the costs of a multi course, co-educationa l schoo l 

of twenty units cogether with ancil lary equipment. In Kaiapoi che news was greeted 

with the quiet hope chat this meant the schoo l would become an actua lity. It was 

just as well the town cook a conservative, even pessimistic view of the anno un ce­

ment, as in September 1970 Pickering by now l\J inister of Education was warning 

the town chat in fact the government had not accepted chat 1972 would be the 

opening year for the schoo l. However events cook on a breakneck speed from this 

point with the ca ll fo r tenders fort he construction of the schoo l. The tenders c losed 

on 20 October and site preparation began shortl y thereafter. The cown had 

ach ieved its long held dream. The rapid decision-making cou ld have had a direct 

relationship with the approaching e lection in 1972. 
The foundation staff members were not prepared for the "shamb les" chat 

greeted chem when they first saw their new schoo l in December 1971. There was 

sti ll rubble on the sire, the playing fields were described as a gigantic mess and 

(2) 11/,e Pms, 'i.3. 1968. p.18. 
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although most of the class rooms were complececl, the craft block was still being 

constructed. However by opening clay, 1 February 1972, most of the" shambles" 

had been cleared away. The foundation principal was TE.French and foundation 

deputy principal was V.J.Tie. French was described as an energetic man. His 

previous job, which he had held from 1966, had been deputy principal of Papanui 

High School. During chat time he had spent cwo years on secondment eh rough the 

Colombo Plan , at a teachers' training college in the Sarawak town of Kinching. This 

seco ndment drew on French's experience as a teachers' training college lecturer in 

Christchurch. He had also been a secondary school inspector with the Department 

of E ducation before going co Papanui 1-1 igh School as che head of the Social Studies 

Department in 1964. Tie, before his appointment co Kaiapoi Iligh School, had 

been a mathematics teac her so chat there was a balance at che head of the school 

between the humanities and che sciences. 

le was reported chat the first pupil co a rrive ac the school was icola Eder and 

chat when she arrived ac6.-+5a.m. there were only a handful of workmen on che site. 

The first bus load of pupils from the Kaianga-Brooklancls area arrived at 8 .40a.m. 

The first yea r was characterised by both the sea ff and the pupils making do with 

what they had and working eh rough the noise of che continuing construction ofche 

school. The administration block was not finished until about halfway through the 

year and uncil chat time the staff used a room which had been designated as the arc 

room. 
The uniform had been designed co appeal co che pupils as well as being 

practical. The colours were blue and gold. The girls' summer uniform was a deep 
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blue frock with a gold and white overcheck. The winter uniform was a deep blue 

houndscooch check kilt worn with a pale blue blouse which had a peter pan collar. 

The girls' uniform also consisted ofa royal blue cardigan, a navy blue blazer and a 

royal blue raincoat. The boys' uniform was standard for the times , grey trousers, 

grey shire, grey jersey with light and dark blue bands around the v shaped neck and 

grey socks with similar bands. Kaiapoi 1-ligh School was the first school co be 

opened in che Christchurch area since chc opening of 1\Jairehau and 1-lillmorcon 

High Schools in 1961. Since then onl y one other scace secondary school, Hornby 

High School, has been opened. The S68 design which was adopted for the school 

has allowed ic progressively co expand its classroom and specialise facilities as the 

need has arisen. 
Within fifteen years che school had an established feel about ic. The found­

ation deputy principal said on his retirement chat although it cook a relatively 

shore time for the physical surroundings of the school co become acceptable it 

was not until che school's first school certificate results , which showed the 

pupils co be well above the national average, chat the school gained the com­

plete confidence of che community. Since chat time the school has continued 

its good academic record as well as expanding ics courses co include all ores of 

interests and abilities among its pupils. It has also established a well supported 

community education programme with adult students attending both day and 

evening classes. 
le was an amen icy worth the twenty yea rs of work co have ic built. The high 

school gave Kaiapoi the identity of a comp Ieee cown. There was no need for ics 

citizens co move if they had children of high school age. The employees at the 

school also added an extra dimension co the working population ofche cown. Some 

went on co make contributions co the town in other ways. V.J.Tie served on the 

Borough Council, and other staff members , in pursuing their spore and cultural 

interests, enhanced the life of the cown. 
There seemed little need co worry about the future of the cown in the years 

immediatel y following th e opening of the Kaiapoi High School. Although the port 

had ceased operations che proximity of the northern motorway more than compen­

sated for che loss. There were a few warning signs char not all was well with the 

woollen industry but co many it was inconceivable chat the mill would close. 

Therefore when the closure was announced by the 1\losgicl Woollen Company the 

cown had its security shaccerecl. 
Jn an editorial , The Press warned of the serious consequences for the town if 

some way was not found co fill the gap left in Kaiapoi by the mill closure. The editor 

wrote that although the government must nor interfere in the efforts being made 

co rationalise the woollen industry it muse, however, cake responsibility for 

encouraging another industry co cake the place ofche mill. The editorial ended with 

the sombre warning chat if the government made no serious attempts co assist 

Kaiapoi co remain a thriving independent community then the social coses would 

be enormous. (3) 

(3) Thr P,m , 17.6. 1977. p.12. 
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There had been, in the days prior to this cdicorial, speculation chat a car 

assembly company was contemplating the use of the mill buildings. Although this 

was denied by the management of the i\losgicl company many people in Kaiapoi 

hoped that some major industry would take the place of the Woollen i\lill. In such 

times of crisis many attempts are made co make the reality of the situation 

palatable. In the case of the mill, the local i\lember of Parliament, D.F.Quigley, 

made strenuous attempts co ensure that the work force in Kaiapoi had some future 

in the cown. He met with the i\liniscer of Trade and Industry, the Kaiapoi Borough 

Council, the managing direccor of the i\losgiel Woollen Company, and the secre­

tary of the Woollen Workers Association. There were no immediate solutions co the 

problem and the mill closed its doors in August 1978. 
It was left co the cown to find its own solution, in its own way, and in its own time. 

One of the first suggestions had been co convert the boiler equipment at the mill 

so that the incineration of rubbish could be carried out. The promoters of the pl an 

felt that one of the spin-offs for Kaiapoi from an incineration plant would be the 

production of cheap hot water. Although engineers inspected the equipment and 

were convinced that the plan had merit, the promoters were un able co convince 

anyone else and the equipment was sold. 
The next solution co be promoted , excited more people than the rubbish 

disposal plan. A crust, called the Kaiapoi Development Trust, and headed by 

D.S.i\,JcKcn zie was set up during the first few months of I979. lt planned co pro­

duce ten connes of hand knitting woollen ya rn each week using the latest imported 

machinery. The Press's industrial reporter was sceptical about the success of the 

venture. The production of hand knitting yarn had been static since 1972 and the 

reporter postulated that the Trust would need more than luck, skilled craftmanship, 

and community goodwill co ucccccl in a market.domi natccl by the four established 

companies, i\losgiel, Alliance, Fclcex and 1-loleproof. I lowcver i\JcKenzie had 

spent fourteen months researching the project and he was certain chat the Tru t 

could beco me a niche marketer. The advantages, as he saw it, were chat there was 

already a skilled and stable work force in Kaiapoi, that the imported equipment 

would give the Trust a technological edge an d because the Trust proposed co 

involve its employees in profit sharing, through their ownership of shares, the plant 

would be able to work twenty four hours a clay, seven days a week. The local 

i\ I ember of Par! iament, D.F.Quigley, was reported as being guardedly optimistic 

about the Trust's plans which were contingent on the Trust gaining pub! ic support. 

In addition co attracting public support the Trust was dependent on the mill 

buildings being sold co a buyer amenable co the idea of a hand knitting yarn 

industry being located there. The most likely buyer at that time was the Kaiapoi 

Borough Council which, in fact, had an option co buy. The problem for the Council 

was obtaining ratepayer approval for such a venture. T n the face of recent events 

many of the ratepayers were wary of the purchase plan. At a Finance Committee 

meeting in early September 1979 the i\ layor, B.O.Williams, announced chat he was 

prepared co call a public meeci ng co discuss the purchase of the mill as he had found 

that many people did not fully understand the purchase proposal. Some ratepayers 

had suggested that they be allowed co make cash contributions co the Council 
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rather than being levied a special rate. le was hoped that such a scheme would 

attract those who could afford such payments rather than imposing a rate on 

everyone regardless of their personal circumstances. However the Mayor had 

received a letter from the Department of Internal Affairs stating that the cash 

contributions scheme would not meet the legal requirements of the Local Authori­

ties Loans Act. In addition co explaining the Council's views on the purchase of the 

mill it was necessary co inform the ratepayers of this development. From the report 

of the Finance Committee meeting it appeared that the i\layo r would have dif­

ficu Icy persuacl i ng ratepayers of the efficacy of the purchase plan. The committee 

itself seemed co be more interested in providing social services for the cown than 

in purchasing the mill. <4> 
Th is lack of in re rest from the Finance Comm it tee was not reflected at the pub-

1 ic meeting. While not giving the Council enthusiastic support for the plan the 

meeting did pass a motion chat asked the council co investigate the possibility of 

raising a two hundred and fifty thousand dollar loan for the purchase of the com­

plex (5> 

By September 1979 the i\losgiel Woollen i\lills had agreed co sell the mill 

buildings to the Kaiapoi Borough Council for a price between five hundred and 

seven hundred thousand dollars. Williams, however, stated that although the 

council had ratepayer approval to raise a loan it would not proceed until it was sure 

that it could lease out at least eighteen hundred square metres of floor space at the 

mill. 
In the meantime it appeared as if the Kaiapoi Development Trust's plans were 

not as attractive to the public as the trustees had first thought. The Trust was still 

hopeful that once the Council had purchased the buildings, its own plans could 

proceed but the longer chat the Council cook co decide co buy the mill the less likel y 

it appeared that the Trust 's knitting yarn scheme would succeed. 

Council procrastination over the purchase of the mill in the end became coo 

much for the Mosgiel company. In November 1979 it announced that unless the 

Council made a definite offer then the mill would be auctioned on 6 December. 

The Town Clerk, R.N. -lcCabc, in replying on behalf of the Council stated chat 

although the council had been able co attract some prospective tenants it did not 

have a sufficient number co be enable it co purchase the building. le therefore 

suspended its investigations into the purchase of the building and did not send a 

representative co the auction which was acrendcd by about twenty people. The 

bidding did not reach the company's reserve price and the property was passed in. 

This development gave the Council a second chance co buy the mill but, once 

again, it was unable co complete arrangements that would have allowed such a 

purchase. It explored a number ofopcions including the possibility of purchase in 

pa rtnership with the Government Life Insurance Office. By the end of July 1980 

the Council's option co buy the mill had run oucand this allowed the Shivas Family 

Trust co purchase the buildings in November 1980. Almost immediately three 

(4) '/1/11• /'ress, 12.9. 1979. p. 14 

(5) Thr Press. 14.9.1979. p.4. 
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small businesses moved into the complex. They were a plastics distributor, a sign 
writer and a car panel-beater. As well as attracting those industries the Shivas 
Family Trust was able to lease out more than half of the floor space to the Wool 
Board as a storage area for its wool. Ivan Monk was appointed manager of the com­
plex and for him this was a pleasant continuity in his working life as he had begun 
working at the Kaiapoi Woollen Mill in 1944. By 1985 around thirty businesses 
were located in the complex and although the Kaiapoi Borough Council had not 
been able to purchase the mill, councillors must have been pleased at the eventual 
outcome. The Shivas Family Trust had stated at the outset of its involvement in 
the building that it wanted to alleviate unemployment in Kaiapoi. It had suc­
ceeded. It also, unwittingly, carried on the self help tradition of Kaiapoi and was 
reminiscent of the way in which the Kaiapoi Woollen Mill Company was estab­
lished in the first place. Then a group of people, rather than an individual family, 
believed enough in the future of Kaiapoi to take the risk to establish an industry 
in the town. The Shivas Family Trust had the same belief in 1980. 

The re-establishment of the mill buildings as part of the commercial life of 
Kaiapoi gave the community a new sense of purpose that it almost entirely had lost 
during the period between the closure of the mill in 1978 and the rebirth of the site 
in 1980. 

Changes also occurred in the ownership of the Freezing Works. In 1937 under 
a scheme of reconstruction the company had come under the control of Arthur 
Sims. This arrangement lasted until 1964 when the Canterbury Frozen ~Jeat 
Company and the New Zealand Refrigerating Company Limited purchased 
Arthur Sims' shares. The name of the works however, had never reflected these 
changes in ownership as it had remained as the North Canterbury Shcepfarmers 
Co-Operative Freezing Company Limited. In 1970 it was decided to change the 
name to N.C.F. Kaiapoi Limited to reflect the ownership of the company. There 
was a brief period from 1980 to 1985 when there was farmer control of the works 
again. This came about as a result of the Canterbury Frozen Jeat Company and 
the Waitaki Freezing Company selling their shares in the works to a holding com­
pany, Freesia Meats. The holding company was set up to facilitate the purchase 
and resale of shares to farmers using the Meat Industry's Reserve Account Funds. 
Farmer control was lost again in 1985 when the company was taken over by the 
Stevens Group. 

Throughom these ownership changes the Freezing works remained central 
to the Kaiapoi community. The works, in tandem with the Woollen Mill , 
gave Kaiapoi its distinctive identity and so when the mill closed in 1978 the 
works became unique in the life of the town . It was with pride that record kills for 
seasons were recorded. On 15 June 1983 the works reached the one million mark 
for the first time. ln all, that season, 1,022,718 sheep and lambs were processed. 
The record was broken again in the 1985 season when 1,202,742 sheep and lambs 
were killed. 

However, like the mill a decade previously, there were warning signals that the 
relationship between the town and the works could be broken. Although there had 
been improvements to the plant over the years and especially from the time that 
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the European Economic Community imposed stringent hygiene requirements for 
meat it purchased from New Zealand, the overall complex was beginning to show 

,llc,111111 Tau W)or/.:i11g 011 rl,e la111b ,dirh was rl,e firs/ 111il/io11 hi/, 15.6.1983 - The Press phorogmpl,. - ro1111esy 
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its age. Not only were overseas purchasers of meat products requiring different 
methods the community itself was beginning to understand that its own environ­
ment needed protection. This understanding of environmental protection 
encompased notonly the disposal ofliquid and solid wastes but also the unpleasant 
smell that was associated with the works. The site which in 1916 had been so 
attractive because of its proximity to the river and the town was less so in the late 
1980's for exactly the same reasons. The relationship between Kaiapoi and the 
Freezing works, for so long essential to the town, was most tenuous by the end of 

the decade. 
By 1986 the town in many ways had redefined itself. New leisure activities were 

available for the citizens in the form of a Squash Club, a Judo Club and the River­
side Theatre which had replaced the Kaiapoi Drama Club in the culwral life of the 
town. The river had once again become an important feawre of the identity of the 
town, but like the mill, it had assumed a quite different focus. It was now 
incorporated into the tourist attractions of the area. The "T11/roe" had been refitted 
as a cruise boat for the river. On her inaugural cruise in early November 1983 the 
boat, which was licensed to carry eighty-five passengers had seventy-five passen­
gers and their response to the trip down the river to Kairaki and back was most 

401 



A'aiapoi. tl Seard, for !rlm1i1y 

e nthusiast ic. It was planned ro crui se the ri ver each weekend but thi s has not always 
been poss ibl e. Neve rth e less s ince 1983 the " Ti1hoe" has become part of Kaiapo i's 
id ent ity. 

There had been changes in church life in Kaiapoi from the 1960's. T he 
Sa lvat ion Arm y's last resident officer was Lieutenant Ri chard So lomo n who 
was appointed ro the Corps in 196-+. Two yea rs later he was give n charge of the 
Rangiora Corps and moved ro that rown . Kaiapoi was served from Rang io ra 
until April 1977 when the Corps was c losed because of the sma ll number 
of adhe rents left in the rown. The lVIe thodist and Presbyterian churches faced 
the same problem with their congrega tions in the late l 978's. The so lution fo r 
them was ro become a co-operating parish. T he first minister of the new 
co-operat ing church was a l\ Iethod ist minister, the Reverend Ton y Bell. It 
rook some of the parishioners, particularly the o ld er members of the com­
ponent churches, a whil e ro come ro terms with the new ways. However a 
co-operating parish was the on ly so lution ro th e threat of losing the individual 
parishes. 

If the o lde r de nominations of the C hri stian church were hav ing problems 
retaining their support, the newer denominations, espec iall y the Baptist C hurch, 
were going from strength ro strength. The Baptist eh urch , opened its new complex 
in Fu ll e r Srreer in 1977. It has continued ro develop. 

Three 111ayo10, C. ,l/orgr111 \Villi11111s, H Om•e11 !fills, J./-1. Blad·wd/, re111i11isci11gc.!969, Na11n- !-fills 
phologmpher, Kr,iapoi - ro11,1esy K11ir1poi ,l/ 11sr11111 · 
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There has been one Kaiapo i institution , that althoug h it has made chan ges, has 
re maine d pa rt of the id e ntity of the rown. D av id Blackwe ll , the fourth ge nerat ion 
of th e family ro become involved in th e running ofBlackwells score, bega n work 
in th e shop in 1947. I-l e had previously spe nt two and a ha lf yea rs at Beaths 
D e partm e nt score in C hri stchurch learning as much as he co uld about the business. 
While D av id Blac kwe ll was at Beaths he came unde r the guid ance of Arthur Gibbs 
who had been one of th e co untry run sa lesme n at Blackwells until that se rvi ce 
ceased just prior ro the Second World War. By th e mid 1958's Blackwe ll had 
succeeded hi s fa ther, H arry, as managing direcror. I-le maintained the re putation 
that the score had built up for quality goods and service. In the early 1980's David 
Blackwe ll was joined by hi s son, Andrew. Later D av id 's second so n, Michael, 
joined th e firm completing the fifth ge ne rat ion of the family ro work in the sco re, 
The sco re, unde r th e managership of the Blackwe ll brothers, had mad e changes in 
its marketing and sa les strategies, that reflect their experience. H owever at its core, 
Blackwe lls rem ains a family run operation that is part of th e hi srory and identi ty of 
Kaiapoi. 

The pe riod between the late 1960's and th e mid 1980's was a period of rapid 
change in Kai apo i, as in th e res t of the co mmunity. In addition ro th e direct effects 
brought about by the esta blishme nt of th e hi gh school and th e c losure of th e mill 
rhere were broad soc ia l changes precipitated by the altered pe rceprion of the role 
of women. These e nabled more marri e d wome n ro pursue caree rs a long with th e ir 
responsibilities as wives and moth e rs. In turn , this brought abour a change in th e 
runnin g of many vo luntary clubs and committees. It was no longer possib le ro re ly 
on th e vo luntary work of yo un g married women and more and more vo luntary 
committees have been run by older women and retired men. The decrease in 
voluntary se rvice by yo ung women has mea nt that the town has had ro increase its 
soc ial se rvices . 

In 1978 large ly throu gh th e efforts of Councillor M.O.Cleland, ass isted by 
Co unc illo r P. Wade, th e Kai apoi Community Services Centre was established. The 
initial a im of the Centre was ro provide a s ingle base from which va rious gove rn­
me nt departments co uld provide th e ir se rvices ro Kaiapoi. The Social Welfare 
D e partment, th e Maori Affairs D e partme nt, th e Probation Service as well as th e 
Sunnyside I--fospital soc ia l worker and the di stri ct nurse were housed in the 
Centre's rooms in Rave n Street. From 1978 until 1988 the Community Services 
Centre unde rwent a numbe r of changes in the se rvices it provided and in its 
manageme nt and fundin g. At the outse t it was managed by a vo lunta ry loca l 
committee which worked with th e represe ntati ves of the departments that use d 
the centre . The d ay to clay manage me nt was in rhe hands ofa co--o rclin aro r. That 
position was funded by various gove rnm e nt departments which meant that the co-­
o rdin aro r' s position was usua ll y shore term. By 1986 it was realised by the 
vo lunteers cha r rhis system was not providing rh e continuity of approach that was 
needed in the social services area. The Reve re nd Tony Be ll began a campaign, in 
thac year, ro have a full time worker appointed to manage th e Centre. It was a 
difficult task persuading borh the gove rnm e nt and the Boro ugh Council th ar such 
a wo rker was needed . The Revere nd Be ll co nducted a numbe r of surveys of 
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community needs, the results of which, in the end, convinced both the Counci l and 
the governmem to appoint a full time community worker to run the Centre. Ro 
Leitch, a graduate socia l worker from Massey Universi ty, was appo inted . It 
became necessary to set up a trust to run the Centre. A public meeting was held in 
mid 1988 to form the Kaiapoi and Districts Community Development Trust. This 
formation ensured that the social needs of the community were met in the most 
appro priate way. 

By 1986 many of Kaiapoi 's prob lems appeared to be behind it. It was assuming 
the identity of a multi-faceted modern commun ity re lying on an umber of diverse 
light induscries as we ll as the freezing wo rks for its economic base. 

Nomtf/11 Kiri.·, flS Prime il li11is1er, re111merl lo Kr,iapoi lo relebmte the re111e11r11y of the Kaiapoi Boro11gh 
School. He is writing r, 111esmge for the d1ilrlre11 of ,If rs Cmig!tMrl's room. T!te !tear/11wsler, U oi•rl Clelr111rl 
a11rl Mrs Kiri.· are wa1d1i11g- ro11rlesy \\lai111al.·r1riri Distrirt Co1111,i/. · 
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Chapter Twelve: 

THE END OF THE BOROUGH. 

F 
ram the end of the 1960's there was a drive by success ive national govern­
ments to restructure local government. It was apparent, especia ll y in the 
rural areas of the South Island, that many of the sma ll er loca l authorit ies were 

perpewating an unnecessary dup lication of resources. With the improvement in 
communication networks throughout the country it was no longer essential to have 
territorially small units of local government. In some cases, centres of rural loca l 
government had lost so many of their people to urban areas, chat the only reason for 
their continuing ex istence was that they were the seat of loca l government. 
Efficiency and service delivery were themes that began to be heard more fre­
quently in an effort to promote a rational view of the s ituation. In the practical world 
that view is not often the one that prevails. l t is extraordinaril y hard for comm uni­
ties to give up their identities in order to create larger, more economica l units of 
loca l government. 

In 1967 legislat ion was enacted which estab li shed the Local Govern­
ment Commiss ion. The cask of the Comm ission was to prepare an area scheme 
for every part of Tew Zealand. Jc was intended through the provisions of the 
Act to reorganise loca l government so that by the end of 1972 the schemes 
drawn up by the Commission would either be prepared or in force throughout 
the country. The Commission's swdy of North Canterbury led it to recom­
mend that the North Canterbury area shou ld include all of the districts from the 
northern boundaries of the Amuri and Cheviot Counties to the southe rn bounda­
ries of the Malvern and Ellesmere Counties. The Kaiapoi Borough Counc il 
cons id ered this to be too big and diverse an area to be successfully ama lgamated 
under one loca l authority. The Mayor, [-I.Owen Hills, suggested at a Council 
meeting in June 1969 that the proposal would be more effective within a sub­
region with identical interests . He proposed that the area bet\\'een the Waimakariri 
Ri ver and the northern boundaries of the Amu ri and Cheviot Counties wou ld be 
such an area. He maintained that the rural naw re of that part of North Canterbury 
wou ld serve as the uniting force but if the urban area of Ch ri stchurch was included 
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in the scheme then there would be a c las h of interests between rural and urban 

districts. 
It is inte rest ing to note that I !ills appea red to have no objection in theory to th e 

possibility of the esrab l ishment of la rger reg iona l gove rnm e nt. I !is co ncern was to 

preserve within the la rger unit areas of identi ca l interest. H owever it was probably 

rea li sed by Hill s that the Local Government Commission's proposed North 

Canterbury area was such a diverse area that there would be a numerous objections 

to its implementation including a vigorous one from rhe Kaiapo i Borough Council. 

The proposed North Ca nte rbury a rea was described by so me membe rs of the 

Counci l as far too large and unwieldly. 

By September 1969 the Local Government Comm ission pursuant to the 

Counti es Amendment Act 1968 had come up with anothe r s ugges ti on for 

the reorganisation of loca l government in the region . The proposal was not so 

large nor unwieldly in terms of its territorial size as previously s uggested . The 

Comm ission now proposed to estab li sh what it termed a cou nty borough. It 

intended to create a laye r of loca l governme nt which united at least in name the 

count ies and boroughs within a geograph ica l area. In the case of Kaiapo i that meant 

an ama lgamation with the su rroundin g counties and the Rangiora Borough. Thi s 

suggestion brought to the fore a ll of the o ld susp icions and jealousies which existed 

between the rwo No rth Ca nterbu ry boroughs. Under the Act a county borough was 

to include a ll of the powers and duties of a county co un cil although the new 

adm ini strative structure was not permitted to borrow money, set rates or pass by­

laws. It was further prohibited from inst ituting any actions in the co urts, from 

entering into some types of contracts and was no t permitted to acqu ire, ho ld o r 

dispose of property. It appeared that under this scheme the boroughs would lose 

vira l admin istrative powers to the county co un ci ls. In Kaiapoi it was feared that this 

would mean that the county counc il cou ld , with its over- ridin g powers, suppress 

development in one urban area to the detriment of another urban area. C lear ly the 

Counci l was making refe re nce to the si tuation which it feared mi ght ari se ben;,ee n 

itself and the Rangiora Borough. A further appre hens ion was that the members of 

the county borough council would have no real power as a ll their decisions had the 

potential to be over-tu rn ed by the members of th e county council. 

In a report pre ented to the Kaiapoi Borough Co un c il .on the co unty borough 

proposal a number of other concerns were li sted. The report referred to the sections 

of the Act setting out the rules cove ring the formation of ridin gs, e lec tions 

and voting powers and conc lud ed that the leg is lat ion was never intended to form 

a work ing and feasib le basis for a union of estab li s hed counties and boroughs. 

The report postulated the theory that the cou nty borough was a device to meet 

the circumstances of the growth of an urban commun ity within a predominately 

rura l area. It was thought that the cou nty borough would more fairly represent 

the concerns of the citizens in that situation without disrupting the pattern 

of county government. The report did not perceive eit her Kaiapoi o r Rang iora 

in that situation. ln fact the Co un ci l issued a statement to the effect that any 

suggestion in voh·ing a county borough in the area would be a retrograde step as 

the Kaiapoi Borough Cou nc il , in the preparation of its town plan scheme, had 
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already spent considerable time formulat ing a policy for the future deve lopment 

of the town. 
Part of the planning for the furnre incorporated an estimation of the population 

figures for the who le region over a twenty fi, ·c year period. The fo recasts 

of population growth by the Christchurch Regional Planning Author ity com­

bined with local knowledge predicted that Kaiapoi would have a population of 

twenty thou and by 1995. In the region as a whole it was anticipated that the 

population figures would reach four hundred thousand by 1988. Three hundred 

and fifty thousand people co uld be accommodated in C hri stchu rch. Fourteen 

thousand e ight hundred people could be catered for in Kaiapoi and other 

minor areas. It was suggested that the remaining fifty thousand people cou ld be 

located in a new town to be estab li shed in the Rollcston-\Vcsr l\lelton region. 

This last suggestion was rebutted by the Kaiapoi Borough Council report. The 

report emphasised that at least fifty thousand people cou ld be housed in 

the Kaiapoi-Rangiora area, where a ll that would be required was an expansion of 

the existing boundaries and services. The report stressed chat unlike the 

empty Rolleston-\Vest l\lelton area a corn m unit) of interest already ell.isted north 

of the \Vaimakariri River and that expansion in that area would cake advantage 

of the recently comp leted northern motorway. It also pointed out, with some pride, 

that Kaiapoi and Rangiora were situated in a very pleasant district between the sea 

and the Southern Alps which, it was postulated, wou ld be more attractive to new 

home builders than the Rolleston-\\'est l\lclton area. It was decided by the Counci l 

to submit a two stage plan for the future of Kaiapoi to the Local G01ernment 

Commission with the strong recommendation that the town remain an independ­

ent borough. 
The existence of the Local Government Commission was in itself a threat 

and the Kaiapoi Borough Counci l was rightfull y co ncerned at the projected 

outcomes of its deliberations. On 30 September 1969 the Waimakariri-Ashlcy 

\Yater Supply Board issued a statement which supported the misgivings that 

the Borough had about the powers of the Commission. The Water Supply 

Board recorded chat it was concerned by the apparent absolute power of 

the Commission . It was thought by the Board that the Comm iss ion had the 

right co hear on ly the evidence that it selected and that there was a genera l lack of 

a right of appea l against the Comm ission's decisions. The Board wanted the 

Comm ission to be bound to g ive conc lusive proof that there would be benefits 

from any scheme that the Commiss ion might propose. The ratepayers of the 

region, according to the Board, should be the final arbiters of any scheme pre­

pared by the Commission. The Board shared the opinion of the Kaiapoi Borough 

Council that larger units of local gol'ernmcnt cou ld lead co a loss of efficiency rather 

than to again. I lowevcr, and somewhat interc tingly in \' iew of later de1·e lopments, 

the \Yater Supply Board expressed the view that, provided the ratepayers gave 

their approval, then it would support an amalgamation of the Oxford , Eyre and 

Ran giora Counties. 
The Local Government Comm ission's out lin e of a possible so luti on co the 

perceived local go,crnment problem pro,·oked a great deal of specu lation and 
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discussion in 1969. i\lany people thought that the plans were too grandiose to be 

practical and that the threat of losing the identity of Kaiapoi as a borough was 

preposterous. 
It was not seen this way by the Commission. In early 1972 it published the Local 

Government Area Provisional Scheme under which it was proposed to abolish the 

Kaiapoi Borough Counci l and establish a county borough counc il within the sug­

gested No 2 "Ash ley" County. 
After a public meeting, which was held on 9 larch, the Borough Council pre­

pared a submission on the Local Government Area Provisional Scheme which 

contained three major objections to the plan. The first objection contained six 

specific parts. The Council submitted that the proposed county borough would not 

be able to safeguard the best interests ofKaiapoi as it had no powers to strike rates 

or charges in lieu of rates; it was unable to borrow money; it cou ld not acquire, hold 

or dispose of land, and it could not appoint or remove its officers or servants. The 

county borough was further restricted by being unable to exercise any powers 

under the Public \\1orks Act 1928, the Housing Improvement Act 1945 and the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1953. It was also not permitted to pass by-laws. 

All of these functions were to be operated by the county council. The main 

objection to the plan for the Borough Council was that under the proposed scheme 

it did not, through the county borough, receive an adequate representation on the 

county counci l. The Borough Counc il feared that the assets which Kaiapoi would 

contribute to a merger would be disproportionate to its representation on the 

county council. It had been calcu lated that Kaiapoi 's assets wou lei be roughly equal 

to the combined assets of the Oxford, Eyre and Rangiora Counties and yet Kaiapoi 

would only have a quarter of the representatives on the county council. In this way 

the Borough Counci l concluded that it would lose its assets. With the subsequent 

deterioration in power the Kaiapoi Borough predicted a deterioration in the 

community's spirit. It was forecast that even alth ough there would be a larger 

catchment of ratepayers which shou Id mean a decrease or at the least a stab ili sation 

in rates, there wou ld be both a rise in rates and a decrease in efficiency. The last 

clause in the first objection dealt with the adm inistration of the harbour. When the 

Waimakariri Harbour Board was abolished in 1946 the Waimakariri Harbour Act 

came into force. The Act set out the method under which the harbour was to be 

admin istered. C lause six maintained that the under the Act the Kaiapoi Borough 

Council was the only local authority which cou ld admi ni ster the harbour and that 

the Commission had no power to set as ide the Waimakariri Harbour Actor ton u Iii fy 

It. 

The second objection dealt with this last matter more fully. It e nded with the 

statement that there was no reason to belie\'e that the harbour was redundant. 

1 he third objection began with the supposit ion that the area inc luded within 

the proposed boundaries of the No 2 "Ash ley" County would be more app ropriately 

included in an extended Kaiapoi Borough Counc il. It went on to state that it was 

the beliefofthe Council that the abolition of the Fire Board and its recomposition 

with in a new urban fire authority would not achieve any increased efficiency for fire 

protection in Kaiapoi. 
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Although the submission did not mention community of interest, the 

objections highlighted the fact that if the Borough was abolished then damage 

would be done to the community. The most telli ngclause in the third object ion was 

the fifth which set out the fears that many people had about the new type of local 

government proposed by the Commission. There was an apprehension in the 

community that if Kaiapoi lost its autonomy then its sense of commun ity would also 

disappear. Throughout its hisrnry the rnwn had always been proud of its achie\'e­

ments and so to have its identity as a borough taken from it was be to remove its life 

force. 
In April the i\ layor, B.O. Williams, made a further submission . Th is submission 

covered nine points commencing with the assertion that the Counci l cou ld not 

accept the conclusions of the Comm ission as they were not based on loca l 

knowledge. Williams srrcsscd the point that it was believed that the motorway 

\\Ould promote development in the Kaiapoi area which would be not unlike the 

pattern of settlement in the 1-1 utt \'alley . I le backed this be! icfby stating that there 

had been a 2.-+% growth in population each year from 1968 to 197 l and that the 

population had doubled in the previous twenty-five years. Although he gave no 

figures co support his contention that there was more industry in Kaiapoi than any 

other town of its size he was probably correct. At that time the Woollen i\lill was 

still fully operational and a number of smaller industries like the twist drill 

manufacturer, Patience and N icholson, and the e lectrica l component manufac­

wrcr, Richardson and i\ lcCabe, had established themselves in the town. Richardson 

and i\lcCabc in particular, employed large numbers of women whose dexterity 

with their hands made them ideal emp loyees for the precision work necessary in 

the manufacture of electrical components. Williams closed his submiss ion by 

asserting that Kaiapoi must remain autonomous . 

The submissions must have been received by the Local Government Commis­

sion and deliberated upon but with the change of gm·ernment in 1975 the urgency 

for the reconstitlltion of loca l go\·ernment was lost. 

On 7 September 1979, at a meeting of Kaiapoi ratepayers and residents, B.O. 

Williams reported that the Council had been considering a merger with 

the Rangiora District Counci l (former!) the Rangiora County Counc il). The 

Borough Council had already app lied co the Local Government Commission to 

extend its boundaries to the area south of the Kaikanui Creek. This had been 

done with the approva l of the Eyre County Counci I which at the time a elm ini stcrecl 

that area. The extens ion of the borough 's boundary made a merger with 

the District Counci l more logical. The chairman of the Rangiora District Council, 

T.i\ I. Inch, confirmed char talks of the merger had been undertaken, on an informal 

basis, during the previous year. It was recognised, by the District council, that 

if the merger went ahead then Kaiapoi would become the urban centre of what 

would be known as the \\ 'aimakariri District Counc il. Although it \\'as comforting 

for the residents of Kaiapoi to be informed that the Rangiora Borough Council had 

not been involved in the talks many of them were incensed at the idea of a merger. 

Through the Ratepayers and Residents Association there ll'as a ca ll for the 

resignation of the Council. 
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By March 1980 the Borough Counci l and the District Counci l had agreed to 

allow the Local Government Commission co prepare a scheme of amalgamation . In 

a majority vote at the Council meeting held on 17 !\•larch it had was agreed that, 

provided the Rangiora District agreed, then the new district scheme would be 

prepared in rime for the eleccors co vote for their new representatives in the 1983 

local body e lections . le was proposed that the new district would rake over the 

administration of the port. This had been one of the problem areas during the 

discussions over the creation of the county borough in the early 1970's. Represen­

tation for the new district was going to be achieved by the creation of three wards, 

Kaiapoi , Rangiora and Cusr. The Kaiapoi Ward would have seven councillors, the 

Rangiora Ward would have six counci ll ors and the Cust Ward would be allocated 

one counci ll or. Three of the Kaiapoi councillors voted against the proposal. Two 

of the three stated their objections to the proposal. Counci ll or T. Williams thought 

chat Kaiapoi wou ld lose its identity in the merger. Counci ll or R.L. Wylie was 

concerned chat a new admin istration block would be needed fo r the new district 

and this would mean , in his view, the spending of five hundred thousand dollars. 

The following week, in an unanimous decision, the Rangiora District Counci l 

consented co the proposed merger raking place. 
However the Kaiapoi Ratepayers and Residents Association was against such 

a move and a lmost as soon as the Kaiapoi Borough Counci l had made the decision 

to merge with the Rangiora District Counci l it mounted a campaign against it. The 

third dissenting Counci ll or, when the vote was taken in March, was Howard 

Cumberland and with the backing of the Ratepayers and Residents Association he 

scood as a mayoral cand idate in the loca l body e lect ions at the end of the year. I-le 

and a number of candidates for the council, also backed by the Association, were 

successfu l and thus the proposed merger, including the proposed boundary 

changes co the sourl1 of the cown, was reassessed and rejected. 

In early 1985 the Labour Government passed the Local Government Amend­

ment Act No 2. This legislation gave the Local Government Commission the 

power to force the amalgamation of local authorities into what the Commission 

regarded as viable units. By the middle of March the Mayor of the Rangiora Bor­

ough Council, lrs Dorothy Harris, and the chairman of the Rangiora District 

Council, T.M.I nch , issued a joint statement that the two authoriti es were conduct­

ing formal negotiations cowards possible ama lgamation . The statement expressed 

the desire co conclude the negotiations before the next loca l body elections which 

were due to be held in October 1986. In its 28 March edition the Northern 0111/ook 

carried a two page artic le on the benefits that would be derived from the ama lga­

mation of the two authoriti es . It made sense acco rdin g to the Mayor of the Rangiora 

Borough for the authorities to amalgamate. They a lready shared many of the 

se rvices in the area such as health , drainage and C ivil Defence and th eir headquar­

ters were situated in the same town. The chairman of the Rangiora District Counci I 

reported chat the Counci l had tried in the past co initiate amalgamation talks 

between itself and the Kaiapoi Borough Counci l as we ll as the Eyre County 

Council bur for various reasons rhe talks had broken down. Inch now thought that 

the rime was appropriate for the Rangiora Borough and the Rangiora District 
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Council co ama lgamate. lr was easier, in his opinion, for two loca l authorities to 

agree on points of ama lgamation than ir was for four or five bodies to do the same 

exercise. Although Inch expressed char view, ir was the Rangiora Borough Counci l 

under the leadership of Dorothy Harris which rejected the request of the Eyre 

County Counci l to join in the amalgamation talks. 

By early April the draft scheme fo r the amalgamation ofrhe rwo autho riti es had 

been approved and was sent to the Loca l Government Commission for its 

consideration. The speed by which this stage was reached was remarkable given 

the problems which had occurred in the past when amalgamation between local 

authorities had been proposed. lr may be that rhe amicability between the rwo 

authorities, to some degree, a larmed the other local bodies in the region as co the 

true intentions of the proposed merger. 
[n a somewhat rash statement, given the recent history of decision making in 

Kaiapoi , the l\layor, II. Cumberland, said that he was nor in favour 

of ama lgamation because he thought rhar when a larger authority was formed 

party politics was bound co play a part. f-le added rhar this wou ld mean the party 

caucus wou ld make the important decisions and not the Counci l, thus den­

ying clcmocraric decision making. Cumberland was a lso afraid of the power that the 

new legi lar ion appeared co confer on the more populous authorities who 

might seek to promote ama lgamation. The legis lation required that on ly fifteen 

per cent of the population of an area was needed to req uesr a poll for amal­

gamation bur that fifty percent of the population of that merging area had to vote 

against the proposal in order to defeat it. This would mean char a new Rangiora 

Disrricr Council could force an amalgamation between itself and the counties of 

Eyre and Oxford as well as the Kaiapoi Borough, as ir contained more than the 

combined population ofrhoseareas. Cumberland and many people in Kaiapoi were 

afraid that an amalgamation ac hieved in this way would destroy Kaiapoi 's identity 

alcogerher. 
The Not1hff11 0111/ook's editorial of 9 !\lay 1985 put the case for ama lga­

mation of all the local bodies between rhe Ashley and Wai makariri Rivers. On rhe 

theme of lost identity, the editorial pointed to the example of the northern 

townships of l lawarden, \Vaikari, Wai para and Greta Valley in the 1-l urunui County 

which retained their distinctive identities even although Amberley had become 

the admi nisrrarive centre for the county. The eel itorial acknowledged rhar, in what 

it termed the \Vaimakariri District Council, Rangiora was likely to become the 

adm inistrative centre and uncloubreclly Kaiapoi wou ld resent such a move. [-low­

Cl'er in soothing tones, the eclicor went on co declare rhar this outcome would nor 

see the demise of the attractiveness and importance of rhe first major town north 

of Christchurch. 
One of the poi ms rhac the editorial made was a pertinent reply to Cumberland's 

theory rhar a larger local authority would be less clemocraric. The editor wrote 

rhar man y of the present leaders i"n the respective communities may be reluctant 

to adm it rhar they enjoyed the status of being a Councill or and rhar it might be 

a fear of nor being elected to a larger bod y rather than a fear for the demise of 

democracic government that morivacecl their statements on the foo li shness of 
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ama lga matio n. (ll In ch at sa me e diti o n o f ch c pape r, in the le tte rs to th e e di to r 
co lumn , a co rres po nde nr fro m Ka iapo i, R.J.B arry, urged th e Ka iapo i Boro ug h 
Coun cil to co nside r press ing th e L oca l Govc rnm e nr Commi ss io n to extend th e 
bo und ari es ofrh e Bo ro ug h to inc lud e th e Ri se ley Bl oc k w hi c h was pa rt o f th e Ey re 
County a nd The P ines a nd Ka ira ki beac h scrtl c me nrs whi c h we re part of th e 
Rang iora Di stri c t. Barry was a fra id ch at th e bo ro ug h wo uld be swa ll owed up by th e 
c reation of a large loca l au thority north o f the \Va imaka riri Ri ve r because, as he 
wrote, t he presenr leade rs hi p in Ka ia poi had fa il ed to loo k a fter the affa irs of th e 
town . 

Ac the e ncl of Jul y 1985, th e U nde r Secreta ry fo r Loca l Gove rnm c nr, Ph ili p 
\Voo l lasro n, vis ited the regio n. In a n inrerv iew he sa id tha t he co nside red ch at the re 
were too m any loca l a u tho riti es in No rth Ca nte rbu ry a nd chat the p resent bound a­
ri es d id nor re fl ec t commun irv o f inte rest. \Voo ll asto n th o ught ch at th e re we re two 
diffe re nt approac hes to th e pro ble m o f reo rga ni satio n of loca l gove rnm e nr be ing 
p u rs ued simul ta neo usly in No rth Ca n te rbury. Firstl y th e re was th e overa ll exa mi ­
nati on o f loca l governm e nt stru c ture in th e regio n and secondl y the re was the 
specifi c ama lga matio n be twee n th e Ra ng iora Boro ug h Co un c il and th e adj o ining 
Rangiora D istrict Co unc il. lr was im po rta nt, acco rd ing to \Voo ll asto n, rh ac both o f 
these issues were co nside red rogec he r by ch e Loca l Gove rnm e nt Com miss ion. O n 
this po int \Voo ll asron may have been sepd ing a s ig na l ro che loca l a uchorici es w ho 
we re nor pa rry to che a ma lgam aci o n ta lks. I r ,appea rccl char, apa rt fro m rh c Eyre 
County, che other a uch o ri cies were of che op ini o n char che o utcome of the ta lks 
wo ul d have littl e affect o n thei r ow n au to nomy. \Voo ll asro n i ndica recl t he oppos ite 
view. He im p li ed char che ama lga matio n of che Ra ng iora Borough and Ra ng iora 
Coun ty Coun ci I was onl y one s te p in the reo rga n isar io n of loca l gove rnm e nt in ch e 
regio n and that a ll th e a utho ri t ies sho ul d be co nside rin g th e ir pos it ions in th e 
knowle dge char ch e Loca l Gove rnme nt Commiss ion was bo und to co nsid e r ch c 
regio n as a whole. 

T he ed itor ial in ch e 1 Aug ust ecl icion of ch e Nur/hem 011//ook roo k up \Voo l­
lasro n 's t heme. I r seemed inev itab le to the edito r char wh e n the L oca l Gove rnm e n t 
Commiss io n cons idered the orth Ca nte rb ury a rea ic wou ld view ch e regio n 
between che As hley a nd \Vai ma kariri Ri ve rs as sha rin g a community of i nte resc a nd 
therefo re ic wo ul d be a logica l unit of loca l gove rn me nt. T he edi to ria l suggested 
char ch e regio nal community o f inte res t ce ntred o n Rang io ra a nd ch ar a lread y ma ny 
peop le in che region d isp layed char inte rest th ro ug h th e ir s po rtin g, bus iness an d 
other orga ni satio nal co n tacts. 

T he Eyre Coun ty roo k a s li g h t ly diffe re nt sea nce w he n pu shin g its case 
fo r inc lusio n in th e p ro posed Rang iora Dis tri c t Co un c il. I r fe lt th at the predo mi­
nate ly ru ra l nature o f th e region would be prese rved if th e new di s tri c t co un c il 
had the Ey re a nd poss ibl y O xfo rd Co un t ies within ics bo und ari es . The Ey re 
Cou nty had made submi ss io ns to th e L oca l Gove rnm e n t Commissio n in thi s ve in . 
le w as obvious ly co nce rn ed ch a r a ne w d ist r ic t co un c il wi t h ch c o ld 
Ra ng iora Boro ug h as ics admini s trat ive ce ntre w it h irs m o re urban o u r-
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loo k wo uld begin co do minate th e regio n to th e de trim e nt of th e rural hinter­
la nd . Th e Ey re County proposa l did no r me nti o n e ith e r rh e Ka ia po i Bo rou g h or 
ch e o ld Ra ng io ra Bo ro ug h a nd so it muse be pres um ed char it rega rd ed bo th as 
a threa t to its own ru ra l narure. fr was also a ppare nt by thi s rim e ch ar che pro­
posed me rge r o f th e Ra ng io ra Boro ug h a nd Ra ng iora Di stri ct Co un c il had g ive n 
a n impe w s co th e co nsid erat io n o f th e a ma lga mat io n of a ll the loca l a u tho riti es 
in th e region. T he Ka ia po i Boro ug h Co un cil seemed q uire o bli vio us to thi s 
d eve lop me nr a nd ir may be ch a r th e co rrcs po nd e nr co the Northem 0 11//00/: , 
R.J .Barry, had bee n co rrect in hi s assess me nt of th e leade rship of the bo ro ug h. 

ln submi ss io ns made to the Loca l Govc rnm e nr Co mmiss io n in Octobe r 1985 
bo th rh e Eyre Co unty a nd chc Ra ng iora Dist ri c t Coun c il prese nted s tro ng arg u­
me nrs in favo ur of uniting th e fi ve a u tho riti es whi c h curre ntl y admini s te re d che 
area be twee n th e As hlev and Wai maka riri Ri ve rs. T he Eyre Co unty co nside red irs 
inc lusio n in the me rge ;· ta lks be twee n the Ra ng iora Borou g h a nd th e Ra ng io ra 
Di stri c t Co un c il to be th e firs t s te p in achiev ing a uni re el a uth o rity fo r th e regio n. 
The Co unty urged the Commi ss io n to g ive irs submiss ion pri o rity and have th e 
e nl arged unit o f loca l g0\'e rnm e nt in pl ace befo re th e 1986 loca l gove rnm e nt 
e lecti on . Th e Ra ng iora Dis tri c t Co un c il s uppo rte d rh c vie w of th e Eyre Co unty 
in its subm iss io n to che Commiss io n srari ng ch ar ir wo u Id be foo li sh no r to ca pitali se 
o n ch c willing ness of th e three bodies to c rea te o ne uni t o f gove rnm e n t. T he 
Distric t Counc il th o ught th at s uc h a me rge r wo ul d e nco urage th e Oxfo rd Co unty 
Coun c il a lso to seek ama lga mat io n. le was tho ught char th e Oxfo rd Coun ty wo ul d 
ac hi eve the best ofbor h wo rld s by reta ining its ide ntity a nd re presenta ti o n und e r 
th e p ro\' is io ns of the Ace whi c h a ll owed rh'e se[( ing up o f a Dis tri c t Community 
Coun c il w ithin th e large r admini s t rat ive area. 

lr was tho ught ch ar eve n the mos r sta un c hl y o pposed loca l a uth o rity to the idea 
ofone ad mini s tra ti ve area fo r the region, che Ka iapo i Bo ro ug h Coun c il , had agreed 
th at in chc fuwrc, o ne a uth o rity in th e regio n wo uld be th e bes t so lmi o n to a ny 
bo und ary wra ng les that mi ght a ri se. 

This suggest io n from th e Rang iora Dis tri c t Coun cil was no r e nd o rsed by che 
Ka ia po i Boro ug h Co un il 's s ub miss io n to th e Loca l Gove rnm e nt Commiss io n. ln 
fac t th e idea ofo ne a uch o ri ry ap pea led in theo ry ra rh c rtha n in p rac ti ce, muc h as the 
ea rli e r idea of o ne I orth Ca nte rbury a uth o rity res ponsibl e fo r the a rea be tween th e 
C hev iot and Amuri Counti es a nd th e \Va ima ka riri Ri ve r, had a ppea le d to [I .Owe n 
Hill s. As wi th rhc pl a n in 1968-69 fo r Kaiapo i, ir was a rh eo rc ri ca l c hoice o nl y a nd 
no r o ne ro be co nte m p lated by Ka iapo i in th e nea r fuwre. 

Th e Ka iapo i s ubmiss io n co nce ntra ted o n th e ex te nsio n of irs own bo und ari es 
co inc lud e a ll o frh e Ka ia po i te le ph one free-di a lling a rea. Thi s roo k in pares o f th e 
E yre Co unty to th e so uth and wes t o f th e rown as well as pa rts o f th e Ran g io ra 
Di s tri c t Co un c il to th e no rth a nd cas t of its bo und ari es . Th e s ubmiss ion was quire 
c lea r in irs asse rti o ns ch ar Ka ia po i sa w irs communi ty of inre rcs r as in cluding th e 
res id e nts o f th e Ri se ley Bl oc k a nd th e beac h se rrl e me nrs. The re ca n be no d o ubt 
tha t these a reas did foc us o n Ka ia po i as th e ir se rvice centre a nd char the re was no 
compe lling need fo r th e res ide nts o f e ithe r area ro have access to the ir presenr 
ad mini stra ti ve ce ntres . The sub miss io n re li ed o n the traditi o na l vie w ch ar Ka iapo i 
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had of itself. Throughout its history Kaiapoi had regarded itself as separate in 
nature and outlook from rhe rest ofrhe region between the Ashley and \Vaimakariri 
Rivers. In many respects rhararrirude had been fostered by the potential link to the 
outside world offered to rhe town by the river. Kaiapoi had , and could in the future , 
turn its back to the hinterland without affecting its own identity. By as king the 
town to consider being part of one administrative region centred at Ran giora was 
in effect as king Kai apoi to re-orientate its focus from itself and its inherent links 
with the outside world to a position of a satellite town in the area between the rwo 
rivers. 

From 1 April 1986 the Ran giora Borough Council and the Rangiora District 
Council staffs began working as one ad ministrative unit. The elected representa­
tives of the two authorities did not begin to work as one bod y until the first week 
in October, just twenty three days before the local body elections. The Mayor of 
the Borough , Dorothy Harris, became layor of the enlarged Rangiora District 
Council with the former chairman of the old District Council, Trevor lnch , as her 
deputy. All the other e lected represe ntatives remained on the new Council until 
the elections, when representation was cur from nineteen to twelve members. 

In the months between April and October 1985 the Local Government Com­
mission appeared to want the amalgamation ofrhe Eyre and Oxford Counties with 
the Rangiora District Council and the Borough Council to rake place as quickly as 
possible. The Counci II ors and staff of the old Rangiora Borough , in particular, were 
not keen on this second stage happening until the new Council was elected in 
October. It was thou ght rhar any merger would have to be agreed upon by those 
who had to implement it. The Eyre County Council too appeared to have lost its 
initial enthusiasm for an amalgamation with Rangiora and the Oxford County 
indicted th at it was pursuing rhe idea of a merger with the[\ lalvern County situated 
across the Waimakariri River to the west. lr was clear from the response from the 
Eyre and Oxford Counties rhar there was no local zest left for amalgamation talks. 
There was no mention, as by now was the custom, from th e Loca l Government 
Commission, on the future of Kaiapoi, in its envisaged larger local authority. 

After the local body elections the new layor of the Rangiora District Council, 
Trevor Inch, made a prediction that the merge r of the rwo Rangiora local 
authorities was nor the end of amalgamation in North Canterbury. I-le said rhar 
if community of interest was paramount in deciding which areas should be 
amalgamated then ir was reasonable to ass ume th at che prese nt Rangiora 
District Council would be expanded. Inch's prediction was nor long in becoming 
reality. In November 1986 a draft scheme for the merger of Eyre County and 
the Rangiora District was released . The new body would retain the name Rangiora 
District Council bur would now include the \Vest Eyrecon, Eyrecon and 
Riseley Ridings of the Eyre County as well as the Cusc Riding of chc Rangiora 
District. 

The Eyre County Council and the Ran giora District Council agreed co share 
their administrative staff from 1 April 1987. lr was stressed by rhc Mayor of the 
Rangiora District chat the move was based on practical administration and effic­
iency and chat the next seep towards the full merge r of both authorities would 
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depend upon the deliberations of che Local Government Commission. The four 
staff members of the Eyre County moved co the offices of the District Council in 
Rangio ra and some of the surp lus plant and trucks were so ld. This administrative 
merger brought the who le question of ama lgamation into sharper focus for the 
Kaiapoi Borough Council as ic was now, for all practical purposes, surrounded by 
one local amhoriry. Boch the areas on which it had focused attention, the beach 
settlements and the Riseley block, were administered from Rangiora. The rime to 
protest against a larger unit of local government being created in the region had 
almost e lapsed. 

The Local Government Commission gave notice of the proposed amalgama­
tion ofrhe Eyre County and che Rangiora District in early August. The closing date 
for a request for a poll to be taken co ascertain public feeling in the area was set at 
25 September. By 12 September the Riseley Residents ' Association had collected 
on a petition che signatures of about two thirds of the residents in the Riseley 
Riding. According co che Residents ' Association chairman, Jack Murray, it made no 
sense for the Riseley Block co be included in an amalgamated Eyre-Rangiora 
District. The Riscley seulement was already tied co Kaiapoi eh rough che water and 
sewage schemes, the free-dialing telephone service, membership of the Kaiapoi 
library, che services ofrhe Kaiapoi milkman and the postal delivery. The block was, 
in every way, except for its administration, part of Kaiapoi. 

The poll had to reach the fifty per cent threshold sec by the Act in order for the 
matter to become a submission for a boundary change co the Commission. In 
addition to che mauer raised by the prospect of the Riseley Block being included 
in checombined Eyre-Rangiora District, the Kai apoi Borough Council, in common 
with all local auchoriries in the country, was required by che Local Government 
Commission to prepare final submissions on its future to be ready for presentation 
by 1 January 1988. The Commission then intended to announce a restructuring 
proposal for every council chat had nor been affected by an approved proposal by 
February. This short rime frame made it imperative that the Kaiapoi Borough 
Council consider its position quickly. By October 1987 the Council had decided to 
expand its initial submission co the Commission which requested chat the borough 
retain its autonomy and have ics boundaries extended, to include an objection to 
the poll provisions in section 29 of the Local Government Act 1976. The Counci l 
saw these provisions as undemocratic and urged that the law be amended . Ir also 
decided that through its membership of Communities Against Forced Amalgama­
tion it would lobby Members of Parliament to have the poll provisions modified. 

The results ofche poll held to determine public opinion on the proposed merger 
ofthe Eyre County and the Rangiora District Counci l were released in December 
1987. Twenty four and a half per cent of the voters in che combined area were 
against the proposal and thus ir wou ld seem char a substantial majority wanted the 
amalgamation to go ahead. However if just the figures from the Eyre County are 
considered a different picture emerges. Nearly forty seven per cent of the Eyre 
voters were opposed co the move and it is likely that most of them resided in the 
Riseley Block. Although a substantial minority ofrhe Eyre voters were opposed to 
che merger che overall figure wa well below the fifty per cent threshold set by the 
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Act and it was logica l for th e Rangio ra Distri c t J\l ayo r to ex pect th at th e next s tage 
in th e amalga mati on would be re lati ve ly s moo th . Tha t stage was marked with th e 
publi ca ti on by th e Commiss ion of th e prov isiona l sc he me and th e ca lling fo r 
objections. T he Ka ia po i Boro ugh Counc il saw thi s as an op porrnnity to present its 
c la ims once aga in fo r au to nomy and th e exte ns io n of its bound a ri es. 

In its s ubmi ss ion th e Co un c il ma in ta ined th at if th e bound a ri es of th e Boro ugh 
we re exte nd ed somh to the no rt h ba nk of th e Waimakariri , north wes t a long th e 
moto rway to Island Road, a long th at road to its junction with th e Ka ia po i Ri ve r, 
back to th e moto rway and no rth aga in to Lees Road and fi nall y eas t from Lees Road 
to th e coas t, a viable soc ial and economi c unit of loca l gove rnm e nt wou Id be fo rm ed. 
Th e exte nd ed boun da ri es inc lude d not onl y th e Ri se ley Block and T he Pines­
Kaira ki beach settl e me nts but also th e Stevens .C . F . F reez ing works to th e so uth , 
the Ka iapo i cemetery to th e wes t, th e Kaiapo i Go lf C lub and the Kaiapo i rubbi s h 
cl um p to the north of th e town . The Stevens N .C .F .Freez ing Works, alth ough 
located in the Ey re County, rece ived a ll its services from Kaia poi. Access to th e 
wo rks co uld onl y be reached th ro ugh th e tow n whe re most of th e wo rkforce li ved 
and so th e Boro ugh 's submiss ion asse rted th at th e re was a c lea r community of 
inte rest betwee n th e tow n and the wo rks. T he cemete ry, th e Go lf C lu b and th e 
rub bis h dump we re used a lmost exclus ive ly by Kaiapo i c it ize ns. From th e Co un ­
c il 's view po in t it made no sense fo r th ese fac ili t ies to be located in th e pro posed 
amalga mated area. 

T he Kaiapo i Borough Coun c il 's submiss ion w the L oca l Gove rnm e nt Commi s­
sio n in many ways com pli ca ted the pro posed move w amalga mate th e Ey re Co un ty 
and th e Rangiora District. It was c lea r th at if a me rge r of the two au tho ri t ies we nt 
ahead on th e present boun da ri es o f both bod ies th e n a substa nti a l num ber of 
anoma li es wo ul d be c reated, all o f whi ch co uld c la im a community of inte res t with 
Ka iapo i. T he Co mmiss ion neede d to re -exa mine the whole region. 

Alth ough th e L oca l Gove rnm e nt Commi ss ion had requested that a ll s ubm is­
s ions to it we re w be presente d by Janu ary l 988, compli ca tin g proposa ls s uch as th e 
Eyre-Rangiora me rge r saw chat deadlin e be ing ex te nd ed to l Septe mbe r 1988. 

T he reso lve ofch e Ka ia po i Borough Co unc il to re ta in its au to nom y di d not wea­
ke n ove r the inte rve nin g month s betwee n Janu ary and Se pte mbe r whil e it wa ited 
fo r a c lea r ind ica ti on fro m th e Commi ss ion as to its inte nti ons fo r th e region. The 
Commi ss ion itse lf had w wa it fo r th e gove rnme nt to de lini ate its require me nts. 

T hi s was clo ne with th e pass ing of th e L oca l Gove rnm e nt Ame ndme nt (No 3) 
Act 1988. T he first sc hecl ul e to that Act specified cha t a system of loca l gove rnm e nt 
shoul d be see n as part of th e tota l sys te m of governm e nt. L oca l gove rnm e nt was 
w be, acco rding w th e sc he dul e , e ffi c ie nt, e ffecti ve and und e rsta nd ab le. It was w 
serve and se rvice communiti es of inte rest a t the regiona l and ce rri w ri a l leve ls. In 
othe r words a pyramid sys te m of gove rnm e nt was w be establi she d for th e whole 
country. T he pyra mi d wo ul d be headed by th e nati onal gove rnm e nt and th e cwo 
w ings woul d be made up of th e regional co un c il s and th e te rri to ri al co unc il s. Both 
of these bodi es were des igne d to inte ract with each othe r as we ll as be ing abl e w 
in teract w ith ce ntral governm e nt both s ingul arl y or in a co mbine d way. Th e 
regiona l co un c il s we re to foc us on reso urce p lannin g, regul ati on and co-o rdin ati on 
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on a regiona l bas is and th e ter ri w ri al coun c il s we re to foc us on th e d e li very of 
se rv ices in th e ir te rri w ri es. 

ln its las t submi ss ion w th e L oca l Gove rnm e nt Commiss ion th e Ka iapo i 
Borough Co un cil re itera ted its s trong cl es i re ta exte nd its bound a ries and to re main 
auw nomous. Th e Co un c il had co nducte d an in fo rm al s urvey, in mid-Au gust 1988, 
o f th e res ide nts within th e boro ugh as well as th ose in the Ri se ley bl ock. Prima ril y 
th e survey was an atte mpt tO find out if th e tow nsfo lk supported th e idea of an 
auwnomo us borou gh. Second a ril y, if thi s turn e d out not to be an opti on favo ured 
by th e Commiss ion, th e s urvey as ked wh e the r th e c iti ze ns would pre fe r to be 
includ ed in a te rri to ri a l co un c il ce n tre d on R ang iora or w he th e r they wo uld prefe r 
to be inc lucle cl in th e one c ity co ncept promote d by th e C hri s tchurch C ity Coun cil. 
The Coun c il sent om two th ousa nd survey form s and rece ived seven hundred and 
nine ty-two re pli es, a re turn of onl y thirty nin e pe r cent. Even g ive n th e sho rt 
res ponse time of fi ve days th e iss ue itse lf should have e li c ited a more s ubsta nti a l 
response . T he res ults we re pred icta ble . E ighty-nine pe r ce nt of the re rnrn s we re 
in favo ur o f Ka iapo i retaining its auto nom y. In th e submiss ion th e Co un cil reco rd ed 
th at many of th e re turns co n ta ined indignati on at th e th o ught th at th e status qu o 
should be und e r threat. On th e second secti on of th e s urvey th e res ults we re a lso 
predi cta bl e. F ifty-seve n pe r cent of th e re turns favo ure d the C hri stchurch C ity 
Coun c il proposa l whil e onl y thirty- nine pe r cent favo ured be ing pa rt o f a Rangio ra 
admini ste red te rri to ry. 

T he one city proposa l by th e C hri s tchurch C ity Co un c il was an inte res tin g one 
from Kaiapo i 's po int of v iew. In th e years be tween th e first se ttl e me nt in 1850 's and 
th e establi shme nt of firstl y, th e Ka iapoi Road Board in 1864 and secondl y, th e 
J\luni c ipa l Co un c il in 1865, Ka iapo i had in e ffect, been admini ste red from 
C hri stchurch. A re turn to that di stant link was not as fea red as hav ing to be part o f 
a te rri to ri a l co unc il centre d on Rangiora. All th e longhe ld antago ni sm be tween th e 
two boro ughs, once aga in , fl ooded to the s urface. 

Jn its submiss ion, th e Borou gh Co un c il put th e case for Ka iapo i to be a wa rd 
within C hri s tchurch c ity. The Co un c il had di sc ussed th e ides of a one c ity co n­
cept with th e fo rm e r mayo r of C hri s tchurch, S ir H ami sh I-l ay and th e c ity 
manage r John Gray. Both indicated th at it was a so lution w Kaiapo i's dil e mm a. 
The sugges ted bo un da ry of th e Kaiapo i wa rd co nta in ed th e area no rth of 
th e \Va imaka riri th at had a lready been s ugges te d as an auw nomous body as 
we ll as th e area south of th e ri ver to Be lfas t and th e so mh eas t senl e me nts o f 
S pe nce rvill e, Broo kl and s, Ka inga, and S tewa rts G ull y. The Coun c il stated th at it 
had, th ro ugh a share d hi sto ry, more in common w ith these se ttl e me nts th an it had 
with th e settl e me nts to the north. T he submi ss ion c ited Be lfas t in parti cul ar. Thi s 
tow nship with its c lose ti es to C hri s tchurch and its Freezing works was similar in 
se ttl e me nt patte rn and omloo k to Ka ia po i. The re was an und e rsta nding be twee n 
th e two ww ns th at was based on th e ir comm on histo ry, soc ial life and economi c 
deve lopme nt. T he re was, too, a co mm on hi stori ca l bond fo r th e settl e me nts on th e 
so uth e rn bank of th e Waimaka riri Ri ve r. Ka inga and S tewarts Gull y shared th e 
hi sto ri ca l p roblem of fl oodin g with Kaiapo i. Alth oug h th e re was so me ill fee ling 
be twee n th e settl e me nts at th e time of th e fo rm ati on of th e Waimaka riri Ri ve r 
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T rust, it was nowhe re nea r the leve l of suspic ion th at existe d be tween Kaiapoi and 

Rangiora. 
Th e unique ne s with which Kaiapoi vi ewed itse lf was re veal ed in th e ca ll for 

an ame ndme nt to the legislati on to all ow Di stri ct Communi ty Co un cil s and Ward 
Committees to reta in th e titl e of l\'iayo r. T he Council conte nde d th at in th e one 
hundre d and twe nty yea rs of the borough, th e pos ition of mayo r had an in-built res­
pect from the c iti ze ns th at the pos ition of chairman of a Distri ct Community 
Council or a Ward Committee had not. That sec ti on of th e submiss ion was, in 
e ffect, stress ing the long hi story and t ra diti on of th e borou gh. 

T he co nclusion of the submiss ion e mphas ised aga in th e borough 's stro ng 
des ire to re main auto nomous alth ough with extended boundari es . Howeve r it was 
pre pared to accept th at if thi s was not poss ible, th e n Kaiapoi's community of 
inte res t lay to th e so uth . T he conclusion ende d with a cogent paragraph which 
sta ted th at a lthough th e Rangiora Di stri ct Council 's submiss ion had include d 
Kaiapoi thi s was not what Kai apoi peo ple had indica ted th ey wanted . 

" Kaiapoi must sure ly di cta te its own future as much a 
poss ible, not Rangiora. " <Zl 

Hav ing made stron g and consiste nt submiss ions over the years to re ma111 
auton omous it was a body blow to Kaiapoi to find out th at the L oca l Gove rnm e nt 
Commiss ion thou ght othe rwi se. In its Indica ti ve Proposa ls for the Cante rbury 
Region and th e Districts within the Region, rel eased on 28 Septe mbe r 1988, th e 
Commiss ion announced that th e Waimakariri Distri ct Council would cons ist of th e 
Rangiora District, th e Eyre County (excluding th e area south of the Waimakariri 
Ri ve r), th e O xford County, th e Kaiapoi Borough and th e M ount Th omas Ridin g, 
ge nera ll y westward of th e Okuku Ri ver, of the Hurunui Co unty. The re we re to be 
four ward s in th e Distric t. The Rangiora and Kaiapoi Wards we re to have four 
me mbe rs each. The Rangiora Rural Ward and Oxford Ward we re to have two 
me mbe rs each. In additi on as an ackn owledge me nt of the expans ion of th e 
Woode nd communi ty th e Commiss ion granted it a Community Council. Th e 
fun cti ons and duti es of the Waimakariri Distri ct Council we re to include the 
fun cti ons and duti es of the Kaiapoi Municipal Electri city D e partme nt and th e 
Waimakariri Harbour Board . 

T he Commiss ion a lso set out the me mbe rship of the T ra nsition Committee. 
The combined Rangiora Distri ct Coun cil and Eyre County we re to have four 
me mbe rs and th e O xfo rd County and the Kaiapoi Borough we re to have two 
me mbe rs each. Each uniting authority was also able to nominate one of its offi ce rs 
as a non-vo ting me mbe r of th e Committee. Although th e me mbe rship of th e 
committee appea red to be scrupul ously fair , in e ffect th e Kaiapoi Borough mem­
be rs we re like ly to be th e minority me mbe rs of th e T ra nsition Committee because 
of the stro nger hi stori ca l links be twee n th e Rangiora District, th e old E yre County 
and th e Oxford County. 

T he establi shme nt of the T ransition Committee was seen by th e Commiss ion 
as a vita l pre paratory ste p in th e found ati on of the new te rritori al auth ority. It was 

(2) S11hmissio11 10 t!te Lorri/ Gover11 111r111 Co111111issio11 , Kaiapoi Borough Coum:il, August 1988 p. 12 
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th e first stage in learning to work toge th e r fo r the uniting auth oriti es and in th e 
Commiss ion 's view it was c ru cial fo r th e overa ll success of th e new loca l gove rn ­
me nt sys te m, that thi s stage, be handl ed prude ntl y. To that e nd the Commiss ion 

l, aiapoi Boro11gh Co,wril / 986-1989 
ll11d row RL \\11•/ie, /. ,1. ,1/011!.·. ,11.,,1. L11ms (from 7 Derember /987). /. F. D11vies (ll'orh S11pervisor), /3 ./ .. 

ll11rgess, ,II. A. Tn1111per (l•:ler11im l E11J;i11m), L.,\I. Price, Q.F.S.,1/., 
7L \\'illi11111s, Q.S. ,1/. 
Fro111 ro&J P./1. \\lard, ,I.II . Bl11rh e (Dep111y tllayor) , /-J.C. ,1/t'Al/isrer, /3.E .;I I. (Jl/11yo1), 
C.R. S11111,de,J (Toru•11 Cieri.-), ,11.tl. /,er,sl.·. i11se1 .I. B1J•rle11 (lo 15 tl11g11s11987) - ro11r1esy illrAl/is1erfa111il)' 

se t out e ight points of gu idance fo r th e Tra nsiti on Committees which cove red such 
a reas as size, fun cti on, votin g ri ghts and communicati on with th e sta ffs of the 
uniting auth oriti es. The Commiss ion state d that although it was not necessa ry fo r 
the Tran sition Committees to begin work until the Orde r in Coun cil impl e me nte d 
th e fin al reo rga ni sa ti onal sche me, it wo uld be wise fo r each Committee to sta rt 

work as soo n as was practi ca l. 
T he Commiss ion 's ann ounce me nt seemingly strippe d Kaiapoi of its ide ntity. 

It, along with O xfo rd , was to become se rvice de li very ce ntre . le was presumed by 
peo ple in Kaiapoi th at th e ann ounceme nt spe lt th e e nd of th e town . The Co uncil 
was not pre pare d to accept the Commiss ion 's ve rdi ct and pre pare d ye t another 
submiss ion. This rime it had to acce pt the inevitability of be ing part of the Waimak-
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TI,,, /~11d of the llorough 

ariri District Council. The submission concentrated on gaming a measure of 

independence for Kaiapoi. lr had been suggested that a way of ensuring chat 

Kaiapoi did nor lose its independent identity was for the Waimakariri District to 

adopt a twin town approach to administration. Under such a scheme the adminis­

trative duties would be split equally between Rangiora and Kaiapoi. It ap peared, 

to the Kaiapoi Borough Council, to be the only way in which parity could be 

maintained between the two centres. There appeared to be some sympathy for the 

idea from some of the members of the Local Government Commission. The 

Council, however, knew chat from previous experience it was judicious to have a 

fall back position. With this in mind the Council urged the Commission to establish 

a Community Board for Kaiapoi . The establishment of a Community Board would 

it was thought, give some measure ofi ndependence for Kaiapoi from the Wai makari ri 

Distri ct Council. Logicall y it would seem char the recommendations made by the 

elected members of the Community Board to the District Council would carry 

weight and therefore ensure char the parti cular concerns of the Kaiapoi community 

were heard and acted upon . 
When the final shape ofrhe Waimakariri District Council was determined, the 

Kaiapoi Borough Council was saddened to find chat the twin town concept had 

been ignored in favour of a Community Board. The town had no option but to 

accept its inclusion in the \Vaimakariri District Council. The administrative 

marriage arranged for Ka iapoi by the Local Government Commission has only had 

reluctant acceptance in the cown as it, once again, struggles to find an identity. 
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APPENDIX ONE: 

Chair111a11 of the Kaiopoi Road Board: 
Revere nd Willi am We llingto n Willock January 186--l - January 1865 

Chairmen of the Kaiapoi M1111icipal Co1111cil: 
D octo r C harl es Dudley D ecembe r 186--l - D ecembe r 1866 

J.C.Porte r D ecembe r 1866 -April 1868 

Matthew Hall April 1868 - M ay 1868 

Chair111a11 Kaiopoi Town Co1111cil: 
l\l atth ew H all M ay 1868 -June 1868 

~IAYORS OF KAIAPOI: 

latthew H all 1868 J.1-1.Blackwe ll 

J_ C. Portc r 1869 R.Wyli c 
T.Newn ham 1870 (part) J.W.Barn arcl 

Or C. Oucll ey 1870 (part) - 187 1 J.1-1.Blackwe ll 

E.G. Ke rr 1872-76 H . lcl ntos h 

J.'vV.E ll e n 1877-88 H. C. Reve ll 

G. I I.Blac kwe ll 1879-8 1 \V. I-I.A. Vicke ry 

C.S mi th 1882 E.Gray 
E.Parnh am 1883 \V. f-1 .A. Vicke ry 
R. l\ loo re 188--l-87 C .l\ I. Wi 11 iams 
C. 1-lansen 1888-90 1-1. O .Hills 
R.Bl ake ley 189 1 N.E. Kirk 
W.Oouble day 1892-93 C.T. Willi ams 
E.Fe ldwick 189--l -96 O.1\1.Williams 
\V.Oouble cl ay 1897 1-I. O .Hills 
J.L.Wil son 1898 B. O.Willi ams 
E. Fe ld wick 1899- 1901 1-1. C umbe rl ancl 
] .D aly 1902-0--l 1-1. G. M cAlli ste r 
A. Pea rce 1905-06 

APPENDIX TWO: 

Cler/..• to Koiapoi 1ll1111icipa/ Co1111ci/ 011d Kaiapoi Tow11 Co11 11cil: 

C. E.Oudley D ecembe r 1864 -Jun e 1868 

-+ 22 

1907- 11 
19 12-14 
1915 
l 9 16-23 
192-+-27 
1928-29 
1930-41 
1942--+4 
1945--+7 
1948-50 
195 1-53 
195--l-5 7( part) 
195 7(part)-59 

l 960-65( part ) 
1965( part )-7 1 

197 1-80 
1980-86 
1986-89 

C .E .Oudley 
T.Suthe rl and 
G.Clarke 
T.Wilso n 
G.J .We bster 
R. C hapman 
J.H . lorel y 
S.R.Wright 
C J-I.Wright 
J. Bosomworrh 
R.].Smith 

TOW CLERKS OF KAIAPOI: 

S.E.Papprill 
R.Wall ace (Acting Town C le rk) 

G .Holli s (Acting T own C le rk) 

R.J. Smith (Actin g T own C le rk) 
.£.Cle me ns 

R.].S . Bottin g 
I.J. Coricl1 
C .W.O.Hodgson 
R.N.M cCabe 
G.R.Saunders 

GLOSSARY 

The Maori spe llings in thi s book are a re flection of th e Kai T ahu di a lect which uses 

th e " k" sound ra th e r th an the more usual "ng" sound. 

te hapu 
te hau kaitakata 
te he ke 
te hui 
te kai huaka 
te kaika 
te whare 
te kai wh aka Mao ri 

te kora koraka 
te mahika kai 
te mana 
te pa 
te Pake ha 
te raupara ka 

te raupo 
te takata whe nu a 

te upoko run aka 
te whakapapa 
te whanau 

tribe 
north-wes t wind (in Cante rbury) 

m1 grat1 on 
meeting 
"ea t re lati ves" fe ud 

home, vill age 

house 
l\l aori language inte rpre te r 

a lbino 
foo d (ga th e ring,culti va ti on,hunting) a rea 

authority, pres ti ge 

fortress 
European, non-M ao ri 

sac rifice 
fl ax 
people of th e land 
chairman 
genea logy 
famil y 
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Ham lett, Robert, liccncee of Kaiapoi hocc l,38 

I lammctt, William builde r, Wh ite's Bridgc,46 

I lamua, son of 1..:l inetawa i an d T uahuriri ,3 

I I arbou r, Com mittec,333,35-1 ,37 1,372 \Vaimaka riri, Boa rd 212,2 l 7,2 18,2 19(rating area), 220,22 1 

(trai ning wa ll ), 1920 c lccci on ta,223, 1924 Roya l Commission,223,278,300,30 1 

Harmon. R.J.S.,92 
Harris, I-I .\V.cngincer,305 
I larri son, Thomas I layncs,2 1 

H art, George, cha irman, Cant. Spin ning and \\'cav ing Co., 102 

H awca, I 
Hawki ns, Mr -. naxm iller, 10 1 

I lays, Ebenczar, pioneer sett ler, 12 

I lays. John , son of Ebencza r,sawyc r, 17 
Heney,-, fa rme r, Beach Road, 11 0, 165 

I lerdman, Capr. Li 1.1.ic, fi r~t wo m~rn officer, Sa lvat ion Army, 122 

1 lerio t, James 1840 settle r from Syd ney, 12 

l lew li ngs, G. F . i\lunicipa l Cou ncil,65 Road Boa rd,63, Cou ncil aud itor, 11 7 

I liatt, N urse, Ann ie, daughter of ~latth cw.~ lary, Boe r War, 133 

I liddlestone, Re , .J ., llapt is t,228,299 

High School, Kaiapoi 323,339,358,-6 1,393-395,396. 

Hild e bra nd , Fred and Ross, 22,23 
I fills, I I.Owc n,270,27 1,290,3 11 ,3 13,3 16,35-l ,370,37 1,372,376,378,380,39-I , 395.-102,-105-06 

1-I inctawa i, wife of 'T'uahu ri ri,3 

Hirst, J., cricket,78 
1-f irsc, i\lr -, chai rman Bl ock Comm ince,'nu epi dcmic. 198 

I loc kcy C lu b, ~ lc n 's, 1-10, Womcn's, l li ncmoa, 140 

I logben, George, I nspecror-genera l Ed ucation, 162 

Hodgson, C. W.D. appointment, reorganisa tion of Council Officc,338, 37 1,386 

l loll oway, ~liss-, d ressmake r, Blackwell s, 148 

I lolmcs, Gra ham, re, ignacion,39 1 
I Jome Gua rd, 28 1,282, T uahi wi,282 

Horre ll , Fred, Z 19,220, 222, 241 
Tc I lori , Pi m, 17,/8 
Hospi tal Kaiapoi, 2.50,25 / ,252,322,357-56 

I los kin , Ccc il ,band mascc r, 124 
I-l ousing, 1920 First I lousing Co mmi ttec,2 13,2 1-1 ,2 15, 325, Wai pu kura u Scheme,2 15,2 16, l930's,269. 

1940's 293, Trans it I lousing,293-94, Riselcy sche mc,325 

I loylc, ~fr -, Ca nt. Spinning and Weaving Co., 102 

1-lunccr-Brown, C., pioneer pasrora li st, 19 

Hurst, Sergea nt - , 1868 nood.83 
I lurst-Scaga r, C., pa me morial, 1-1 2-43 

lnnu c nza Epide mic 19 18, 197-200,!0J 

Inter Island Shippi ng Com pany, (Collingwood Shi pp ing Company),350,353, 35-1 ,370,373 

Jacobson, -, I 880's bridge design, 1 16 
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Jacobse n, Theodore, design St Patrick's church, 12 1 

Jackson, George, Baxter's partner,38, complain cs about,-14, 1857 Ferryman's Arms licence,45 report about sta te of 

ferry,-14 
Jackson Thomas, Bishop designatc,24 
Jagger, H., brewery,61 
Jameson, J.O .. harbou r improvemems,221,222 
Je nkins,-, fla xmill e r, 10 1 
Jones, D., M.P.254 
Jones, He nry, builder,37 wife,Jane,37, building of gaol,42 

Johnston, Harry, 291,292 
Joynt, T.I., so licitor for Council ,98, 11 5 
Kai huaka, description of, 4, 5 
Kai Tahu, 1,2,3,4,5,9, 11 , Diamond jubi lee ce lebrations, 126, 1898, hui , l-12, comm e morative 

monumcnt,/42-44,/85,264,265 
Kai Tuahuriri, 9,67,68,266 
Kaiapo i, Turakaurnhi 's description of,-1 , sack ing of pa,5, naming of,33 1854 road from C hristchurch,3, 

1856 proclamation township,48-9, first concert,50, Port of Entry,6 1, Assembly Room s,6 1. 

Ph il harmon ic Soc iery,6 1-2, horse race mecting,62, Road Board ,63,6-1 ,66, Municipal Coun-

cil ,64,65,66, Abolition Road Boa rd,65-66, Borough School,70,244 245,323,36 1, Boating C lu b,76, 

Beautifyi ng and Burgesses' Associat ion,2 12,232,235, Borough Hall ,246, 

Monumenr,266, Record,292, Development Trust, 398,399, North School, 36 1,362, 

Motor Spares Ltd., 388,389 
Kaiapoi Borough Council , estab lishmem,89, Beswick damages,90, fire prcve nrion,90, an noyed over 

railway openi ng,96, comm iccee,rnwn improvemenc,rrees, I 00, port dcvelopmcnc, 107, 

Board ofConservators,109-110,Board ofhea lth ,111 - 11 2,C harirnble Aid Board, ! 12- 11 3, problem 

rencs,Dromorc Estate, 11 5, I 880's,ra il way sidings to river and mill, 11 5, I 161 new road/rai l 

bridge, 11 5-J 16, disputes with Town C lerks, 1882, I 16, 11 9, I 958,337-338, I 970's,387-89, 

disputewith Counc illors,388-89, offer of land ,Kaiapoi Park, 136, loss of Council C hambers in firc,144, 

new chambers, 144 diptheria epidemic,cesspits outlawed, 145, High Street Co unc il buildings,/49, 

street lighting, 150, 151, upgrading ofstreecs, 151, Darn ley Square,rennis courts, 159, Coronation 

Swimming Baths,154,/55,158, request new premises,post office,railway station,158, drinking foun­

tain, 162, technica l ed ucation, 163, shop hou rs, 176, half holiday, 176, 177, develp.of port Christch urch, 

177-78, suppongovr.nava l po licy,179, Coronation libra ry, 18 1-1 83, 1985 library and Cou nci l build 

ings,382,383, prob lems wi th gas supp ly/e lectrici ty, 186- 187, Peace celebrati ons, 196,202, 19 18, 

Influenza Epidemic, 197-202, 1958,reopening of port,33-37,dispute with Kaiapoi Shipping Co. 

348-355, wharfages case,370-74,Northe rn motorway,336,339-341,368,J69, Hi gh School,323,339, 

358-60,393-395, proposed purchase of Wool len ~lil l,398-99, amalgamarion,409-41-1 Last Council , 
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Kaiapoi Fi rscs, 1885 Brass band,123,/24, 1885 Kaiapoi Working Men's C lub and Mutual School of 

Arts, 124-/25, July, 1876 first rugby match, 134, 1895 Kaiapoi Men's Hockey C lub, 1896, 

1-linemoa Hockey C lub,140, 1899, Kaiapo i Cycling Club, 151-/52, 1882,Ka iapoi Lawn Tennis 

C lub, 152, swi mming baths, 154- 158,/55 N.Z.F irst Scout troop, 173 

Kaiapoi Woo llen Maunfactu rin g Com pany Ltd. refer Woollen ~fill 

Kairaki, 165-67, 166, 169,238,239,326,383,384 
Kakukiao, wife ofTuah uriri , 3 
Kati ~lamoe, 2 
Kapakitua (canoe), I 
Keel(S neydstown) 80 
Keet ley,Joseph, family,58 blacksmith,agricultura l imp le ment manufacturer,59-60, compensation 

railway,97,98 
Keetley, Sarah,59 
Kee tley, Tom,59 
Kemp, He nry Tace, purchase of Kai Tahu land,9, 10 

Ke rr, Edward,G., Mayor,95, 107 
Kerr, Mr-, Charitable Aid, 11 3 
Kindergarten,311 
Kirk , N.E., J/2,3 18- 19,320,32 1,327,329,330,33 1,404 

Kite, Henry,builder, I 04 
Knight, Rev.L.A.,228 
Te Kohaka a Kaikaiawaru,( Kaiapoi sire of), 3 

Kumara, cu lcivarion of 3 

Labour Party, 3 I 9-20 32 I 

434 

Land Wars, 7 I 
Lane, A.H., Grand Theatre,270 
Lane, W.H ., first cha irman Cant.Sp inning and Weaving Co., 10 1 

Lang, T. , I 29 
Langstone, school, 70 
Lamb, Colin, arch itect,270,3 11 , 312 
Leit hcad, James, woollen mill manage r, 106, tres.golf clu b, 154 

Leithead, Mrs T.R.,'flu e pidem ic, 199 

Leithead, T. R. (Thomas) son of James, "flu ep idem ic, 199,woollen mill manager,216,218 

Lemon, W. , ( Dromore tenant) 268,269,306 
Licens ing Co mmittees, Ey reton, Isaac Wilson,88 Kaiapoi, Isaac Wilson,89 

Library, Coronation, 18 1-82, new 38 I ,382 

Lindsay, George, soldier \V.W.2,279 
Lissa man, B., Waimakariri Harbou r Board member, 177 

Local Government Commiss ion, 405,406,407,410,4 13,4 14,41 5, 1988 announcemenr,4 18, Kaiapoi Borough 

Counc il submiss ion to, 406,408,-109,413,415,416,417,418,419,421 

Lock, E.A., Municipal Council 65,67 

Lowe, H enry, com missioner of rai lways, 109 

Lynsky, Miss A., women's golf club capta in ,154 

McAlli ster, 11.G. , 367, last Mayor,392 
McCabe, R.N., Town C lerk, 387,388,389,39 1,399 

l\,lcGarry, Corporal Jacob, 129-30,/JO 
McIntosh, Hector, Mayor,166, ' flu epidemic, 190, 19 1, 199, 237-38, 239,243 

Mel ncos h, Ke nneth , father of Hector and Robert, 165 

McIntosh, Robert, Mayor,Rangiora,239 
~lclntosh, Shield, 239,298 
Mac Kenzie, John, 168 
~le Kinnon, Malco lm, 1840 secrle r from Sydney, 12 

i\ lcNab, Hon.R., 179 
McNab, R.G.C., 1930 Mao ri situation socia l juscice,265 

Mc Rae, Willi am, I 92 
Machin, William, 300,303,304,306 
Te M aihara nui,4, ca pture dcath,5 

~lallasch, R.( Rud olf)M. Boy Scours, 173, 174 
Mal lasch, T.H.,facher of R.M.,Scout leader, 174 

Main North Road, 241 ,242, Bridge,285-87 
Mandevi lle Farmers' C lub, 62 

lamell, \ Valcer,interprecer,surveyor, l 0 

i\l an ual Tra ini ng Sc hool, 323 
Maori Barta lion,280 

laori Procest against Prov Gove cattle regulations,68 169 

Marine Department, 333,335,353,37 1 
~lason's Corner, 79,82 
~lassey, W.F.,Prime ~li nisrer,18-l,196,197 
i\ lar hews, James, Counci l aud itor, 11 7 
Machias, Rev. Hugh, men's and women's hockey, 140 

Mathias, ~!rs -, wife of Hugh, women's hockey, 140 

~!atthews, John, H ' master, Anglican school,70,7/ 

Maude,-, so licitor,98 
~leadcrofr, Miss,-, childre n's hosre l,' flu eidcmic,200 

i\ lealings, J .A., cycle club, 152, 23-1 ,235 
Mechanics Institute, 71 
Mellish, George, resident magistrare,98 
~ lellor, H., bi llard rooms,136 
Methodist C hurch, 272, co-operaring parish,402 

Mills, i\ lr -, Cant. Spinning and Weaving Co., ! 02 
11Ali11erva''i 29 
Mitche ll , W.M., sq uatter, ~It Grey, 19 
l\ loki, son of Hincrawai and Tuahuriri ,3 

Monk, Be njamin, Sneyds Arms Hore I, 120 

~lonk, Iva n, 400 
Montgome ry, Viscount, Field i\larshal , 297-98 
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i\loore, Cr.-. i\lanual Schoo l Commictce, 163 
i\loorc, Richard, cricke r,78, director woollen mill, 103, 10-l, Cr.116, Mayor, 144 
i\loorchousc, 1\1.S., 92 
i\lulcock, E., director of wool le n mill,104 
l\ lurihaka, wife of Pocahi.4 
i\ I urphy Park. 328-29 
i\Jurrai, Dr. J.A.J., medical officer,1-15 
Neeve, I lorace, fir t sec, Rugby Union Club, 135 

ctball, (basketball) 38-l 
New rcchnologi, I 878.tclephone, 128, 1883,electric light at mi ll , 128,129, telephone exchange, 16-l 
New Zea land Compa ni. 11,12 

ew Zea land Defence League, 281 
Newnham. storekecper,i\ layor, 105 
Ngara, I lon.,Apira na, 184 
Ngari Toa, 4,5 

innis, i\lr-, naxmiller,101 

Northern motorway, 339, Ayers rcport,368. Businessmen's report,3-ll Council report.339--10, 
11 ills'rcport,368, ]69 

North-west wind, 56,366 
North Canterbury Catchment Board, 300,30 1,303,304,306 
North Canterbu ry Power Board, 2-13 
Norrl1 Canterbury Sheepfarmers' Co-Operative Freezing Works and Export Agency Lrd, re fer 

Freezing works 
Ona we. sacking of,5 
One ciry concept, 417 
Oram, Charles, Pier Horel,88, I 03 
Oram,H.L. 321,333,335 
Ovendcn. Dr.\\lilliam, Cr. and c hairman Board of I lealth,/ //-112,128 
Oxford-to-the Sea drainage and irrigation scheme, 302-305 
Pannect, J.A.,Canr.Farmers Co-op Ass., 194 
Papprill, Erncsr,282 
Papprill. Sran lcy, Town Clerk, 282-83 
Parish, i\ l r-, Freezing works Kaiapoi,190 
Parnham. Edwin, director woollen mill.103, I 0-l, 1883,i\layor, 11 7 
Pariwhakacau, 3 
Parliamcnrary scar Kaiapoi, loss of, 296-97 
Parsons, Mrs I J.C., first president Hinemoa Hockey Club, 1-10 
Pashby, Thomas, director woo llen mill,104 
Passenger Services and freight, C.IV. Bishop, Heathcore-Kaiapoi,87 Ri chard and William Belchcr,part., 

Fairwcather,87 Cobb and Co.,88, Charles Fairweathcr,part.lsaac \\lilson, 1862,87, John Sims,cartcr, 1-16 
Patriotic Comminec, \V.\V. I /83 
Patriotic Committee, W.W.2 278,279,280 
Parrioic Committee, Tuahiwi, 185 
Peacock, I lon.J.T., Cant. Spinning and Weaving Co., 103, I 04, 107 
Pearce, A., layor, 175 render Coronarion library, 181 
Pearl Kasper Shipping Company, 347 
Pearson, -. resignation Fire Board, I 15 
Pearson, T., I 13 
Peterson, John.fisherman/channel marker,98,99 
Piki, I likoarn,Ross, 282 
The Pines, 238,326,383,384, Gala,342-43 
Pitima, Tc Ariraua, Maori vor ing,265, Kai Tahu hiscory,266 
Pirama, Tahumarna,282 
Pleura-pneumonia in catt le, 68 
Plunker Society, 311 
Potahi, husband of ~lurihaka.-l 
Port, development, 1865,98, I 870's, I 07-108 
Port reopening, 333,33-l ,JJS,336,337 
Porter, J.C.,i\ layor,90, magistracc,119 
Post office, 40, new post offi ce and clock rower,159-161,/6/, 162,3 16,377,378 
Presby re ri an. church,55, co-opcrari ng parish.402, school,-18 
Price Neil, 394 
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Price, Nurse, -.' nu epidem ic, 199 
Price, Joseph,journey and s ighting of Kaiapoi,7,8 
Queen Ca rnival, I 959, 34 1,342 
Quigley, O.F .. i\l.P. 367.398 
Rai lway, Eyreron Road Board,89, 1864,public meeci ng,92, rouces,92, 1864 Ace, and consrruction, 1870,Act, 

ope ning srncion,93-98,97, railway siding co river, I 15, new railway station and grounds, 158-59, J unc.1905, 

rail accident,Chaneys. 169.i 70, 171,accide nt compensation cases, 172-73 
Raka ihauru. I 
Ramsey. Dr. i\laxwell.228,248 
Te Rapuwai, Z 
Ratepayers and Residents Association I 970's, 385,386,387.409 
Tc Rauparaha, 3,4,5 
Raven Rev. ,John , Gladsrone,29,30,J/,32, school,47 
Rayner, Edward. first I I.master Kaiapoi Borough School,70 
Reay. James,engineer,Freezing works manager, 193, 194 
Red Cross Lodge, 251,358 
Redmond, Cr.,P. 1. , 389-90,39 1 
Redwood, Bishop, 12 I 
Reed, \V.,commission agenc,104 
Reeves, Mrs 11.J .,tcacher, 168 
Reeves, William Pember, Minister for i\liddle lsland,95, ~linistcr of Labour, 168 
Regartas, 7J,76 
Reid, Rev.J.S., firsr president of Tennis C lub,15 
Relph. E.W.,Cant Farmers' Co-op Ass.,194 
Reserves, i\larkec Square/glebe, I I 9-120, Darn lei Square, I 882, 120,12 1, I 65.356,380,386,388. 
development.The Pines,Kairaki, 165- 167 
Resta ll, J.P. Prov. I nspeccor of schoo ls, 48 
Retu rned Soldiers Association, 1920 's foundation,212 unem ploymenc,2 12, Food for Britain,29-1-96, 309,310 
Revell , Elizabeth, Gladstone settler,33 
Reve ll family, i\-1 rs,-, i\ lafcking bridge, 132 
Revell, H .C., 218 
Revell. William I lorcon, 39,-13 
Ri a Ito Thearre. 270,27 / 
Rick man, Robert, i\landcville Prov.Council,92 
Richards, J. railway accident, 169,172. 173 
Richardson, E.,180 
Richardson, -,rai lway comrn iss ioncr,92 

Riddell, Dr.C.P.S., 29 1 
Rifl e Volunteers, 72,73 
Risc ley, Rcv.B., 325, 
Riscley Block,-1 15,4 16 
Ri ver, renaming, 343--14 
Ri vers Com mission, 228,229,230 
Roads, 1855 syste m proposed by Dobson,44 Northe rn mororway,339-40,341, 368,369 
Road Boards. 1870, Eyreton,89, Kaiapoi,63,64.66, i\landeville-Rangiora,89 
Robertshaw, ursc e llic. •nu epidemic,/99 
Robenson, Rev.F., 228 
Te Roimaca, daughter of Tc ~laiharanui, death of,5 
Roll esron William, Prov.Superi ntende nt, Commission of Enquiry,66, 95, 107 
Rolliso n, A.F., first sec. Tennis Club, 153 
Roman Cacholic, church, schoo l,Z-14 ,362-63 
Ruakawa, (Cook Srrait). 2 
Ru p;by, League, 328-29 
Ru gby. Union, 328 
Ru sse ll . Hon.G.\l'.,i\ lini ster Interna l Affairs, I 9-l 
Rutherford, Duncan.Freezing works,\Vaipara, 188 
Salfeld and Son, builders,144 
Saine Barcholome\\ 's, si ce,37,38 

Saint Parr ick's ch urch, 12 1 
Saint Patrick 's School, 244,362-63, netball club,38-1,385 
Sanders (Dromorc ccnant),115 
Sansom, \\lilliam, director woollen mills,104 
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Salrwater Creek, Northport, 54 
Sau nders, Gary, lasr Town C lerk, 391 
Saunders, Isaac and Jane, Beach Road.farmer, I I 0, I 65 
Schools, Anglican,47,48.70, Langstone,70 Presbyterian,48 Wesleya n,48, Secondary Schools Act,162, 

Kaiapoi Borough School, 70, 191 8 conva lesce nt hospita l, 199, 244,245,323, 36 1,404, 

health at Borough,l l l , 11 2, Disuict High School,162,Technical School,Manual,/63,64,163, 
Kaiapoi North School,361,362, Kaiapoi High School,323,339,358-60,393-95,396 

Scott Brothers, !880's,builders,Kaiapoi bridge,116 
Scott, Rcv.\V.B., 228,232,240 
Scout Den, Grey Raven, 356 
Scours formation of, 173 
Seddon, Richard.John , Premier,143, openi ng swimmi ng baths,/55,156, 168 
Sellars, Mrs -, 11 3 
Selwyn, Bishop, 9 
Sewage schemes, board of health, 111 - I 12, cesspits out lawed, 145, I 898 pan system, 145,270,284-85, 

3 17,3 18,322,329,379,380 
Sewell, Henry, 24,27,29,30,3 1,33,37,38 
Shearsby, Annie, ( Blackwell ), I 0S,139 
Sherris, Joseph.ra il way inspector, 17 I 
Shivas family Trust, 399,400 
Shore, A.J., e lectrica l e ngineer, 29 1,316 
Sidey, C harles, activities,36-7, naming of Cam,37, purchase of section,36, wool,52 
Simeon, Capt, Charles, Acting Ch ief Agent,31,32, bush regu lations,38, Prov. Police Commissioncr,43 
Sims,John,shipping, 126,146, 177,178,2 17 
Sims, ~liss Emma,126 
Simpson, - 324 
Sneyd Dryden, G ladstone sett ler,79, Sneyd's Corner,79, Sneydstown (Kee l),80, 0ood rcport,81 
Sneyd, Willi am, Gladstone serrler,39 
Smith Bro th ers, Stephen Payne, Stephen Thomas, ferry 45,46 
Smith, Ca leb, Mayor, 116 
Smith, R.\V.,builder,91 ,96 
Smith, William, G ladstone settler,39 
Social Clubs, Kaiapoi Brass Band,123-24,/24, Working ~fen's C lub,124,25 125, Women's Christ ian 

Temperance Union.coffee shop, 125,/37, Band rorunda,164,165 Drama C lu b, Ri vers ide 
Thearre,401 

Soul by, Bessie, 138, 139, 140 
Spore C lubs, Kaiapoi Rugby Football C lub,134-35,328 Kaiapoi United Football C lub,135, clu bs 

combine, 135 136. billiards,136, Kaiapoi Men's Hockey C lub,140, Hinemoa Hockey 
C lub, 140-142,/4/, First match,140 Cycling C lub, IS 1- 152, Kaiapoi Lawn Tennis C lub, 
152-154,/53,272 1904 Ri verside Bowling C lub,1 52, 1905 Kaiapoi Croquet Club, 154, 1907 
Kaiapoi GolfClub,154, Kaiapoi Rugby League,328-29, Kaiapoi etba ll C lub,384 Squash 
C lub,401 Judo C lub,40 1, Kaiapoi Soccer C lub,385 

Stack, Rev, Jamcs,25,69, 143 
Stafford, Edward, Member of Co loni al Govr.,95 
Stanton, C r. -, 116 
Stark, \V.H., 212,28 1 
Stewart, Capt.-, of the ship "Eliznbeth",S 
Stewart Dawson and Son, P.O.clock, 160 
Stewart, James.manager.Freezi ng works, 194 
Stewart, J.W .. bridge builder,99, 100 
Stocks, William, bridge builder,Dunedin,95 
Stone, Thom as,di rector, Freezing works,! 88, 190 
Sullivan, T.,Cr., 175, 176 
Su rveyors' house, 17,18 
Sutherland , Thomas.Town C lerk, I I 9 
Swimming pool, ope ning of Coronation pool, 155-57, open ing new pool,378 
Syste matic colonisat ion, 26,27 
Tai-ehu, I 
Taiaroa, Otakou, c hicf,S 
Taiaroa, Hon . J. K., 143 
Taneriki, son of Kakukiao and Tuahuriri,3 

Tancrcd, Si r Thomas, letter,28,29, arriva l of,33 
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Taylor, T.E.,HH.R.177 
Tennis C lub, 152-54,272 
Thacker, Dr.H.T.J., 177 
The Pines 165- 167,238, Gala,342-43,383,84 
Thistle, infesrarion, inspeccors of,68 
Thomas, Capt. Joseph, surveyor, 13, 14 
Thompson, H. , Cant.Spi nning and Weaving Co. meeting, 102 
Thornton, George,Prov. Chief,engineer,95 
Tie, V.J.,396-97 
T ikao, Teone,Taare, 1,2,3 
Timber industry, 38,39,ind iscriminatc felling,39 
Tirikatenc, Sir Eruera, M.P.Southern ~l ao ri ,362 
Tirikatene-Sullivan, Wh e tu , M.P.South e rn Maori ,377,394 
Torlesse, C harles Obin, surveyor,farmc r, I 3. 14.17,2 1,22, harrasment during survey, I 8, report on \Vaimaka riri ,52 
Transit Hous ing, 293-94 
Transition Com miree, 418 
Troup, George,architcct,station, I 58-59,159 
Trousselot, 232 
Tuahiwi,Home Guard,282 
Tuahuriri, C hief,3 
Tuckett, Frederick, surveyor, 11 
Tuhiraki, digging stick,(Mt Bossu), 1 
Turakaucahi, son of Hinecawai and Tuahuriri, description of empire,3,4. 

"T11hoe",401-02 
Twin rown, concept of,42 I 
Unemp loymen t, 1864,66, R.S.A.,response w,2 12,247,248, 249 250,260.261. 262,263,266, Unemployme nt 

Board,26 1,263, Unep loyment Union,267, Unemployment, Kai Tahu,264, Rural unemployment,267 
Uruao, (ca noe), I 
Vial, John, architect, 1987, library and Borough Co unci l buildings,383 
Vickery, Rev. W. I-I .A., 275,278,298,299,322 
11 1/i11oria 11

, baq ue, 7 ,8 
Vogel, Sir Julius, 180 
Vogel, scheme, immigration,114 
Wade, Cr.P., 403 
\Vaimakariri District Counci l,42 1 
Waimakariri , Harbou r Boa rd, 107, 108, 109, permission to build sid ing, ! 16, Dudley e mbezzle ment,! 19, 

selling of dredge, 145, 2 I 2,2 I 7,218, rating area,2 I 9,220,221, training wall,222, I 920 e lection to,223, 
1924 Roya l Commiss ion,223, 278, 300 30 1, Harbour Com mince,334,354,37 1 ,372 

Waimakariri Harbour Improvement League, 217- 18,221 
Waimakariri Ri ver, Tuckett sighting of, 11 , Ferry,21, punt,! 7, Torlesse report on,52, description of,55,56, 
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auline Wood was born in Lawrence 

and received her secondary education 

in Dunedin. She graduated from the Univer­

sity of Canterbury with a M.A. (hons) in 

history. In her frustration at noc being able to 

teach history she turned to writing. From 

Slates to Computers. The history of the Aft Grey 

Downs and Ashley Schools J 864-1989 was com­

pleted in 1989. Women of the Waimakoriri, a 

suffrage centennial project written in con­

junction with Kach Adams, Marilyn Ayers 

and Judith Houle, was finished in 1993. 

Pauline is married and has four sons. 

Bad· rover photographs 
Top: Old library before demolitio11, new site of 
Council Chambers 
- courtesy Kaiopoi ,lfuseum 
Bottom: New Co11nril Offices 
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